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Although^ without pcrmissioM, 

I borrowed your features to draw <he picture 
of a Post Captain os he fthoitifi he^ lu the 
first number ol iny Naval Advocate, it is 
neitJior your professional capacity, intrepidity, 
hospitality, nor humanity, that have induced 
me to olTer you this unequivocal mark oi public 
homage and grateful attachment , hut that 
proud and unbending public spirit by nhich 
you are distinguished beyond most of your 
equals or superiors in rank It is that noble 
quality, which, m a naval officer, is far more* 
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advaiued by a eominander-in-<*hief , yo» 
biouj>ht the Vtilidity of his elauiiv in (ti(‘ 
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That you inav be as piosperoa*. as ^oui 
heal t js benevolent, js the aid« } I de»iH ol 
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PREr.\CFu 


T»,r pi. Woik oijL^mally intended bv the 
Autiiiii In lu\e been a miscelJauv, cxiul the 
Isj oi ili< leii^ns of tlie dittcrent soveicigus 
UvivMn !itn( been guen as an \[ptnu]i\, made 
ei) n1 tUibon CU ' on oi tweUc sliet is were 
|iih’( [ CM tint plan was aliandoncd, and an 
vaj^inil >(»iL il letmiued em ]t wasnc\t disco- 
seiecl tl f( MR Mihimn would nut oontnii the 
ihittL,) th V 1-, 1 ■>pM >jb]y ntce''sai^, Vvliuh 
\vas iIku diMclud » o two volumes, but such was 
ils ledundaney, ihat ihc lues ol the laU and pie- 
sent kmgb ol Sweden, and the Into and piesent 
kings ol Deninaik, as well as sonic iniended 
cvanmcnts on the political opinions icspecting 
Russia, by Mr Lcckic and i icut -General 
1)2 
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llobcit Wilson, were necesis^rily omitted, tlie> 

% • 

must otherwise Iia\e been reduced to Jhe/liinits ot 
ail index 

In December last, a pause occuired m the exe- 
cution of the work, dining which, ih'^ Author 
endeavoured to procure, fiom various sources, 
those authentic and original facts which were 
essential to complete his w oik, and calculated to 
distinguish ik^trom a mere compilation 

The Swedes are eminent for hospitality and 
C'^ery social virtue, and then dniactoi has been 
wilfully assailed, oi casuallY misunderstood, by 
Bruish touiists In the hem of pcisccution. Mi 
Brown *ound a sceuie and most jgic cable asylum 
thee It was an act of duly to those whose 
friendship he had en)o;^ed lo publish the ciiticisras 
on tin u .ks of l}avdUts in Siuden, which appear 
in the second \oluinc, not with a view to deciy 
the gene ral merits of the authors alluded to, but 
to displav ihcir local criors, and correct their too 
frequent acerbity 


The sources, whence he borrowed mattei foi 
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!u& work, are so generally given with the quota- 
tion , that he is no|' conscious ot a single omission 

Ol Jill •'Cj 

'ui' 

From the causes recited, the hie of Charles 
the 1 .aiftceiith John (as well as others) could not 
be given, but the plati is still ]ut-h\ed, because 
the s<>cjct of his elevation is first developed in 

i 

the<=e pages and the Author intends to translate 
from S\M dish authouties a thud volume, that 
shall coni am the CAtiaordmaiy and eventful life 
of that monarch 


i ondon^ Maif^dh 
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COURTS OP SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 


CHAP I 

Reflect lom OH the Danidh Revolution of 1660 * 

OUR histouans inform u&, that an the seven- 
teentli century, tht tyranny, insolence, and rapa- 
.( ity ol the nobles had attained such a height that, 
to deliver themselves from the humiliating and op- 
pijessive yoke, the clergy, burgers, and peasantry 
suiiendeied to the crown all their lights and 
privileges, making the monarch absolute, and 
themselves and posteiity slaves* But why do I 

^ This intoiesting portion of the 8ec,H Histcry of the CowU 
of Sweden und Denmark was copied and translated from a Danish 
MS found on board the United States' merchantman, the Clyde, 
Alcorn master, laden with French and Dutch colonial produce, 
and lK>und from Now Yoik to Amsterdam , detained olTthe Start 
by the Dapper gun-bng, Lieutenant Gardner commander, and sent 
into Plymouth, February 1807 
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say pv'lUiliij' (’an the rights of the unborn to 
freedom be done <i\va.y by the folly oi baseness 
of then anccstois^ C’ertainly not and wc Iwve 
now a greater light to lestoie the freedom of 
Denmark, than our weak and infatuated fore- 
fathers had to lay it at the foot of Frederick 
the Thud Of all the stains on our annals Jthis is 
the most disgraceful It is also one of the most 
extraordinary events recorded in modem history 
Theie is no doubt but some ereatures of the 
' eiown, playing upon the exasperated feel- 
ings of the burgers, peisuaded them that the 
only eifcctual mode of avenging thu) wrongs 
con«-isted in making the monarchy absolute ' Yet, 
It still seems meomprehensible how a race of men 
illuminated by the refoimation, who were fai from 
llitv rate, well \ersed in their political rights, and 
who had recently covered theinselves with glory 
in defending the mctiopohs, could be so com- 
pletely mlatnated as to act in this base and 
wicked niaiinc i Then infamy is the inoi-e ap'^a- 
lent as they wcie mured to vvai, w&re flushed 
by victoiv, had then weapons still m their hands, 
and their vile oppressors were cooped up within 
the walls of then city* By e same cfloit of 
mind, a.Ml at a less pcisoiial risk thin it leciuircd 
to reduce themselves and po'^tc^rity to the con- 
dition of slaves, they might have humbled the 
accursed ogharchy that devoured and degraded 
Denmaik, have stripped them of their territorial 
spoils, their feudal n^hU — as their tyrannies were 
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improperly called , and every other usmpation , 
and, with all facility, have ele^ated themselves 
to the rank of ficemen — while bon owing from 
England that representative system which our an- 
cestors, the Goths, carried thither in their first ex- 
peditions, they might have laid the deep and broad 
found^itionb of a free commonwealth, with a consti- 
tutional king at its head by which means Den- 
maik would at this day have equalled England 
in wealth, power, and fame 1 The crown was at 
that moment elective and the ogliarchs lorded* 
It with equal insolence over the king and the 
people If, therefore, this base conspiracy on the 
pait of the commonalty, had been discoveied by 
the aristocracy, time enough to have pre- 
vented its execution, the fierce, haughty, vm- 
dictfve ogliarchs, would hav'e washed out the cume 
meditated by the silly commoners with their 
blood ' Not so, if they had aimed at establishing 
government altogether republican , because, 
under that system, the nobles would not have 
been subjected to the king, who was before sub- 
jected to them , and it was the sole object of 
the burgers to i educe the nobles to a state of sla- 
very and dcgiadation’ The heroism displayed by 
Frederick the Third, in defending his capital 
against the Swedes, had rendered him deservedly 
popular, whilst the nobles were detested on 
account of the disaffection, if not cowardice, that 
many of them had displayed in the unfortunate 
wars with Sweden The king, to secure his 

B 2 
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crown fiom the power of the nobles, would no 
doubt, have readily cntQicd into the views of the 
people, and have latificd their freedom inictiirn 
for their rendeiing the crown hereditary, and inde- 
pendent of the ogliarchy Instead of acting 
thus nobly and wisely, — with a frantic hand they 
toi e the laurels from their brows, and surrendered 
unconditionally and without any equivalent — for 
what IS theie equivalent to such a sacrifice^ 
their lives, their liberty, propeity, honor, to the 
' king investing him and his heirs male for ever 
with the uncontrolled powei to wage war, nego- 
tiate pea( c, to cede provinces, levy taxes, expend 
tieasures, spill the blood of his people by unne- 
cessary wars, — by the axe of the executioner, 
and plunge them into solitai y dungeons, there to 
lot in darkness, without the king or his ministeis 
being accountable to any human being > Stu- 
pendous folly and wickedness ' I blush as I 
wiite, at the degeiieiacy of my aiicestois This 
vile, polluting, and degrading revolution was 
brought about by a few of the leading burgers m 
Copenhagen, backed by the blind conhdence and 
heated passions of the lowc st classes, and aided 
by the secret influence, the gold, and the power of 
the Clown The blow was struck , the liberties 
of the Dane s, existent, or to be born, were clan- 
destinely sHiiendered, and tae ciown elevated 
on the nuns of liberty, ere the great mass of the 
people knew that the dire expedient was in 
agitation ' In a delirium of joy the burgers of 
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Copenhagen snug ‘ lo Potan>>, that tl e tjiannj of 
the nobles was no moie Sillj wretches* A 
short tune taught them that the ciown, to pre- 
vent the enraged oghaichs from calling in the 
Swedes, made a compromise, and left that obno\i- 
ous class of pi Alleged men all tlieir terntonal 
dom3.inb, however acquired , all then feudal claims 
and exactions They could no longei dictate to 
the king, but each could play the petty tyiant 
on his own estates, and spicad desolation and 
misery among then unhappy dependants, whtfc 
were still left subjected to then insolence and 
power A shoit time opened thfc eyes of the infa- 
tuated burgers, but the nuschic f w as done', and a 
itandmg at my protected the throne which the 
stupid buigers had made absolute, and lendcied 
therr legiets and icmorsc alike unavailing 

Our historians in vain endeavour to palliate 
tins act of political suicide Amongst innumerable 
attempts to extenuate its infamy, they pretend 
that so transcendently great were the mciits of 
Frederick the Third, that the nation had no othu 
means of affording him an adccpiate proof of its 
gratitude and devotion’ Silly casuistry’ Con- 
temptible sophists ’ What individual Jiad so much 
to lose as the king^ Certainly no one, and con- 
sequently no one had a stimulant equally stiong 
to propel him to gieat exertions llis wisdom, 
fortitude, valour, were admitted and admiied by 
fiiend and foe, by the Swede and by the Dane 
lie preserved his throne and his metropolis 
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The gloiy of the achievement, and the lovo and 
praise of his people, and of posterity, offered 
the only recompense to which he ought to have 
aspired 

The same historians*, as an excuse for this 
sad monument of popular frenzy and delinquency, 
tell us that the nobles were corrupt, tyrannical, 
and oppressive , that, in their legisbhve capa- 
city, they levied enormous burthens on the la- 
bouring hind, and the industrious citizens, from 
•which those drones not merely remained exempt- 
ed, but contrived, in their capacity as gene- 
rals, govcrnois, or ministers, to intercept a large 
proportion of those taxes wrung from the hard 
hand of the toil-w6in, sinewy labourer, and his 
lulf-famishcd family Our time serving historians 
assert, that thi^ foul ogharchy (^to get rid of which 
moral pestilence our liberties were all destroyed) 
with one hand oppressed and controlled the crown, 
obtruding their cieatures and paitisans into all 
places of high trust and great emolument, whilst, 
with the other they scourged, debased, plundeied, 
and enslaved the people This venal class of 
privileged men, met with mockery and contempt 
the lemonstrance and petitions of the com- 
monalty, insolently denying the truth of self- 
evident grievances , and not merely denying them 
redress, and adding insult to their wrongs, but 
visiting them with still heavier burthens, and 


* Holberg, Ac 
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laying them under more humiliating icstiamts* 
Hence, our cow? tlyimtoi urns inlei , that thcie remain- 
. ed no other way of getting rid of tho'-e accursed 
devourerb, than by making the ciowii of Denmaik 
arbitrary and hereditary The people, from one 
extremity oT the Danish dominions to the other, 
should have destroyed the powei of those dcs- 
picablelind cruel ogharchs , levelled then moated 
and turreted castles with the earth , and set the 
bondsman free thus should they have got rid 
of that ogliarchy which, like a huge and loath- ^ 
some wen on the human body, unpaired its 
strength and disfigured its beauty Instead of 
which, surely m a moment of gcneial madhtss, to 
gratify an absurd spirit of vengeance, the citizens 
of Copenhagen established — despotimi bylaw' That 
their posterity have not suffered by the foil) 
and delinquency of their ancestor's in an equal 
degiee with those unhappy nations whose harder 
'destiny bowed their necks to a Bourbon yoke, has 
ailsen from the superior quality of oui piinces, 
who> since this scandalous revolution, have ruled 
Denmark and its dependencies Possessing unli- 
mited sovereignty in the fullest and most ample 
meaning of the terra, it ledounds to the glory of 
our autocrats, for such are our kings, as well as 
the czars of Russia, that they have ya milted us to 
be governed by law, instead of a ukase, that they 
have allowed us the liberty of discoursing or 
writing with freedom on political subjects, instead 
of shedding our blood on scaffolds, or, a la 
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Bourbon, throwing us into lonesome cells, and 
there leaving us to perish But this clemencVf 
so honourable to our illustrious kings, has the 
dangerous tendency of rendering despotism less 
odious, less frightful, less disgusting, than it ap- 
pears when hung round by chains and' implements 
of torture , by Lttei y de cachet and Bastilles, which 
decorated the splendid despotisms of the Boui bons, 
ere their meiited fall and eternal banishment from 
France It is to the mocy of our kings, and 
, not to the pt udence of our ancestors, that we are 
indebted for an exemption from most of the evils 
attendant on despotism The example of justice 
and moderation afforded by our mild monarchs, 
each of whom, had he been a Nero in heart, 
might, like Nero, have wallowed in the blood of 
the most illustrious citizens, goes a considerable 
length toward^ establishing the justice of Pope’s 
dubious aphorism — 

‘‘ On forms of government let fools contest^ 

Whatever s best administered^ is best ” 

One of the greatest calamities that can befal 
any nation , one of the most certain omens of its 
speedy fall, is the declinmg state of the labouring 
classes on whose labour the wealth of every su- 
perior class IS giounded That degrading invo- 
lution, which calls a blush into my cheeks as 1 
treat of its baseness, reduced the political, but 
not the wigneuna/, power of our nobles — ^was 
fatal to our poor hinds, for the monarchs, assum- 
ihg a degree of pomp unknown to their electot at 
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predecessors, fearful of offending the wealthy 
buighers, mci eased the burthens of the agn- 
'• cultunsts, and the weight of this cumbious 
pomp fell principally on the labouring peasant 
The nobleman, driven from the court and the 
treasury, forced into an involuntary rustication, 
sought, by increasing his exactions in every pos- 
sible way, to gam in wealth what he had lost m 
power , whilst our poor peasantry fared even worse 
than the beast of the held belonging to his lord , 
foi having a ptoperty in the beast, the lord had 
an interest in providing it with provender and 
shelter from the seventy of our northern winteis 
Not so with the poor hind ' he was left to struggle 
with famine and taxation Ills sole inheritance 
was Ignorance and bondage Fiom his birth, in 
some squalid hovel, he has been, till lately, ex- 
posed to privations of ev ery kind, fo humiliations 
of the most debasing description If nature 
blessed the wife or daughter with beauty, the lust 
of his lord demanded its possession In his cheer- 
less hut reigned want and wretchedness Filthy 
in his habits, base in his propensities, he exhi- 
bited the bitter fruits of aristocratical despotism 
m its most appalling form , and his whole life, 
from his cradle to his grave, was but one continual 
scene of wi etched, and hopeless servitude 

The two gieatest errors of our raonarchs have 
been these the too great splendoi of then courts, 
and the too great extent of their standing army 
that dreadful pressure and incessant dram on the 
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feeble resourcc«i of their country The splendor 
of our couit in the last reigns, aud the early part 
of this,*^ illustrated the tiuth of that bold asseition 
made by a celebrated American writer, that in 
despotic states, and voluptuous regal courts, the 
meie trappings and embellishments of a monarchy 
cost more money, than, under a frugal System of 
lepublican government, would suffice* for all the 
expences of the state ' Yet, how few of our kings 
have really exercised the sovereignty conferred 
on them in 1600 • During all the latter part of the 
reign of Ficderick the Fifth, he was a mere automa- 
ton , governed by Count, alias King 3-Tolckte, or, by 
his ambitious consort, Juliana Maria As to the 
present king (Christian the Sev enth,) it was only du- 
i mg a V ei y short interval that he i eally reigned A 
Ilolcke, a Struensee, Juliana Maria, by turns pos- 
sessed and abused the sovereignty In short, he 
that wxars a despotic crown is seldom the person 
who eterctses the sovereign power and after all. I 
am decidedly of opinion, that the President of the 
United States enjoys, under the sanction of the 
law, more real political power then any despotic 
pi nice in either of the four quarters of the globe 

Copenhagen, 1804 V D 


* Christian Yll 
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CHAP II 


Ftedentk the Fifth — His Characta — The Came of 
his Intempei ance — Cha? octet and Anecdotes of 
Juliana Maria — Anecdotes of Christian the 
Seventh, when Ci oion Prince 

Frederick the Fifth, the fdthei of our. pre- 
sent monarch (Christian the Seventh; was a wise, 
magnificent, liberal piince, the pation of men 
of genius, science, and leaimng, and the idol of a 
grateful people Suddenly, a marked change 
took place in his habits and his manners he lost 
all relish for those exalted pursuits to which he 
had been attached, and gave himself up to ex- 
cessive and continual inebriety, whereby he 
impaired his faculties, physical and mental, and 
shoitencd his days Whilst the memory of this 
solitary vice, that sullied his character, is gene- 
rally known, the secret and powerful cause 
that led to this melancholy alteration, (except to 
a few, who, during the hfe-time of his second 
queen, dared not give it utterance and most 
of whom have since descended to the grave), 
has remained buried in oblivion This accom- 
plished monarch had two consorts, the first, and 
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deservedly the best beloved, was the English 
princess Louisa, daughtei of George the Second, by 
whom he had the wretched and imbecile prince 
who yet bears the title of king of Denmaik , and 
Sophia Magdalena, man icd to Gustavus the Tim d of 
Sweden, who fell by the hand of Ankarstrom 
for Ills second wife, our favorite mcm.nch, in 
an evil hour, took Juliana Maria, daughter of 
Ferdmand Albert, duke of Brunswick \VoHen- 
buttle , an unhappy choice that was the souice of 
many and heavy domestic calamities 

Bad passions will obtrude into palaces as w ell 
as cottages, and when they chance to obtain full 
possession of a queen, they are likely to hurry 
her to acts more atrocious than a female of hum- 
ble rank, because her power to commit wicked- 
ness is so ipiich greater The events of common 
life too often exhibit the most lamentable scenes 
arising from the jealousy and hatred of callous 
and unfeeling step-mothers who oppress the chil- 
dren of their predecessor Such was the character 
of Maria Juliana She hated the presence of the 
childien of the deceased queen , and, if she had 
dared, would have quickly s^'ntthemto follow their 
mother to the grave for the propensities of her na- 
ture were mostly of a selfish and ambitious kind 
At an early age, in her father’s petty court, she n as 
a great dabbler in political iiiti igues in her temper 
sullen, cruel, and vindictive, extremely penu- 
rious, forgetful of benefits, but seldom failing to 
avenge an injuiy tenfold, aboire all, a most pro- 
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found dissembler, and able to wear a smile on 
her lacef and shew all manner of civilities to the 
J)ei son most mortally hated, and whose destruction, 
at that very moment, she might be planning 

Such was, the step-mother whom Frederick 
the Fifth, placed over the children of Queen 
Louisa L The king possessed great sensibility, and 
111 spite of all the pretended fondness of his new 
consol t, he soon ascertained that she did not love 
them Fredeiick often indulged his feelings so far, 
as to have the children brought to him, whom he 
caressed with every mark of strong affcctioii on 
these occasions the crafty step-mother would 
participate in his affectionate regaid of the inno- 
cent babes, whilst her black heart cherished the 
most deadly rancour Finding Iierself pregnant, 
she flattered her ambition with the hope oi pre- 
senting her lord with a new object of affection, 
that should not fail to wean his regards from the 
lad and white haired boy of Louisa, who was the 
king s darling Instead, however, of a child cal- 
culated to prove a successful^ rival to the beautiful 
Christian, the cruel and envious queen brought 
forth a weakly, deformed, infant , whose appear- 
ance was calculated to eJccite commisseration 
mingled with disgust, rather than love This de- 
formed child, contrary to expectation, lived , and 
as Its strength and size encreased, it shewed a 
disposition the exact reverse of Christian’s, and, 
owing perhaps to organic defects, was cross. 
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tullen, and unmanageable This was a source of 
sorrow to the good and humane king, and of unut- 
terable misery to the queen, whose aversion towards 
Christian increased as she saw the healthy, play- 
ful, volatile boy becoming more and more the pride 
and hope of his fond fathei, who, nevertheless, 
did not neglect the deformed Frederick jior fail 
to bestow upon him proofs of a ’•egard truly 
paternal At length, to such a pitch d’d that 
w'lcked woman suffer malice and envy to carry 
her, tlidt, to secure the crown for her deformed 
son, she resolved to cut off the blooming young 
Chnctian by poison Having determined to com- 
mit murdei, she soon found, what she believed to 
be, a favorable opportunity The young prince 
happened to be indisposed The cruel step- 
mother, under the specious pretext of fondness, 
was frequent in hei visits ere an opportunity of 
attempting the horrid deed presented itself At 
length she found the prince’s favoiite nurse pre- 
paring some gruel for her young charge over a 
silver lamp, and there was no other attendant m 
the chamber She ordered the nurse to go to her 
closet to fetch hei someth ng , and as soon as 
the door closed she approached the lamp, and in- 
stantly infused a mineral poison into the gruel, a 
small part of which, if it had been swallowed by hei 
unconscious victim, w^ould have occasioned his 
death The nurse m question was named, 
r- , by birth a Norwegian , and had 
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been many years a confidential servant of the 
loyal family She attended Queen Louisa, at 
•the biiih of Prince Chnstian, she strove to 
sooth the last moments of her existence, and 
she ically felt towaids her children, all the affec- 
tion of a mother Having long cntei tamed sus- 
picions of the queen’s intentions, she was ever sus- 
picious and watchful of Juliana Manas proceed- 
ings that in any way affected the young piince At 

the moment entered the apartment, liei 

heart fraught with murdei and the poison in her 
hand, theie might, in spite of all hei cii turn spec- 
lion and self-command, be some peculiar expres- 
sion imprinted on her countenance, her eye, or 
tone of voice, that alarmed the worst fears of the 
faithful and vigilant matron, who, instead of going 
to the queens apartments that wciean the grand 
liont, went only a few steps and icturned softly 
to the dooi, and distinctly perceued the queen 
mousing something from a paper into the gruel, 
which she appealed to stir in the silvei saucepan 
that contained it , which donp, she then leplaced it 
on the lamp- frame in the same position as the 
nuise had left it Horror curdled the blood m 
the veins of the nurse, as she beheld this scene 
Had the queen offered the gruel to the prmce, she 
would have rushed in and tom it fiom her, but, 
Juliana, paced the room with a quick and bur- 
ned step, — hei hands clenched together and a 
strong expression of suppressed n^|pery playing 
on her stern features Just then Madame 
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«aw a domestic named Wollf, cross the galleiy ,* 
him she beckoned to conu near, and m a. whisper 
told him to go to Count Molckte, and give him a* 
ling that she handed to him, and request his 
excellency to make haste to the apartment of the 
Crown Prince She knew that when the count 
saw that token, it would not fail to fix hi^allention 
and produce immediate acquiescence Thi= done, 
she le-cntered the room, her looks and manner 
betraying the painful emotions that filled her 
hcait Tlic queen, without noticing her coming 
in soonei than she could, if she had gone to the 
front.of the palace, told her to take the gruel 
to the prince, as it %\as sufficiently boiled, and 
would no doubt do htm good ' Every limb shook 
with hoiror as the nurse took up the saucepan — 
“ AVhy don’t go with it to the piince*,” said 
Tuhana “ Pardon me, gracious queen,” said the 
honest-hearted woman, “ it is my duty to disobey 
you ” Darting a withering look at the nurse, i^he 
exclaimed “ How dare you disobey my commands’” 
The nurse replied not, but, as the teais streamed 
fioni her eyes, she looked significantly at the 
giuel, and mournfully shook her head Thrown 
off her guard by passion, the queen ordered the 
muse out of the room , who stood immoiable as a 
statue, holding the saucepan iii her hand Equally 
torn by rage and fear, on seeing Her wicked plot 
thus frustrated, and infamy and rum suspended 

* In the iWscnm, or Ion nings that connected the principal 
fronts oi this vast edifice 
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over her like the sword of Damocles, b\ a 
single liaiFf the queen, ever fertile in resources, 
‘•took the desperate resolution to accuse the nurse of 
having attempted to commit the crime she herself 
came to perpetrate * Sudden as lightning she acted 
on this diabolical impulse and turning towards a 
bell, rang it furiously a gentleman of the prince’s 
suite entered, and beheld in silent amazement, the 
scene before him “ Go,” said Juliana, “ to M 
Guldberg, and tell him to come instantly to 
me ” The gentleman bowed and withdrew 
“ Now wretch,” said the furious queen, her eyes 
flashing fire, “ thou shalt feel the full weight of ray 
vengeance, thy limbs shall be bioken on the 
wheel for having attempted to poison the crown 
piince the pioofs of thy guilt are now in 
thine hands ” 

“ May God forgive you, queen,’’ said the as- 
tonished woman, “ as I can pardon you for my 
death, if 1 am the humble means of saving the 
son of my beloved mistress ” Just then Count 
Molckte entered the room “ Behold m that 
wicked woman,” said the pale and passion-toin 
queen, “ a wretch whom I hav e detected in the 
very act of administering poison to the ciown 
prince 1 Call in the guards 1 when the king returns 
he will order her to be put to the severest torture, 
to force her to confess by whom she has been su- 
borned to the commission of this horrible crime ’ 
The count heard the queen in respectful silence 
In a grave and severe tone, he said, “ I wish to 
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speak with your majesty alone shall I attend 
jour majestjf jn your own apartment or ordei 

Madame — to withdraw Little suspecting. 

that this mimstei had long kept a watchful eye over 
her conduct, and was in possession of other evi- 
dence of a criminating tendency, besides that ot 
the nurse, who stood calm and undaunted amidst 
tins stoim ot guilty passion — Juliana "xclaimed, 

“ What’ arc you too, count, an enemy to the 
crown prince, and the accomplice of this trembling 
culprit^” “ IIow can your majesty harbour such 
a thought he coolly replied — my ion would not 
succeed to the throne if the crown prince were 
no 11101 e ” Count Molckte was a man ol keen 
penetration, and pcilectly a courtier His looks im- 
pJit (I raoi e than his woids the abashed and guilty 
quc( n, awed and confounded, said, “ If yo 4 ir ex- 
cellency pleasscs let the woman ictirc ” The count 
then took the saucepan fiom her hand, and the 
nurse went into the prince’s bed-room What 
passed between count Molckte and Juliana, can 
only be surmised but in less than an hour he 
went to the prince’s loom, and after pajiiig hi« 
comphme its, told him that his favoirte nuise must 
go immediately to Norway He was so affected 
at the ncw», that clinging round her neck the 
fond boy said, “ Then I’ll go to Norway too you 
shall not take away my mothe.. ” It was in vain 
the count stro\ e to pacify him “ 1 11 apply to 
my father,” said he in an angry tone, “ I am sure 
he will not suffer this mothu to be taken away 
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fiom me The count appeared embarrassed and 
retired' he soon came ba^k again, when, calling 
* the nurse into an anti-room, he artfully stiove to 
convince her that she had been deceived, and 
that the qugen had merely stiried the gruel to 
keep it from burning The nurse shook her head, 
saying, “ Will your excellency allow me to carry 
the gruel to the prince s apothecary ^ — Yes ” said 
the subtle minister, “ you may *’ She ran for the 
saucepan, but found it empty and perfectly clean ’ 
More alarmed than ever, and fearful that the 
count had cnteied into the queen’s hostile views 
against the crown prince, she secretly detecmined 
to address the king on the danger which awaited 
his dailing boy The insidious minister, reading 
m her ingenuous countenance what was passing 
m her mind , whilst he applauded her courage 
and fidelity, told hei he meant to have sent hei 
home to Noiway merely to secure her from the 
queens powei but he now wished her to re- 
main, assuring her if she pledged herself by a so- 
lemn oath to secrecy, she sliould be safe from the 
effects of the queen’s dislike, and remain in at- 
tendance on the crown prince , at the same time 
pledging himself in the most solemn manner for 
the perfect safety of the prince To these terras, 
for the sake of continmng hei attendance, the 
faithful nurse assented The wicked queen, hum- 
bled and defeated, abstained from visiting the 
prince’s apartments The same day she w'as re- 
ported to be indisposed, and went the next 

c 2 



20 stem r uisroiu ot im 

to Hiischholm palace But tlie affair did rot end 
here The king (Frederick the Fifth,) was then 
absent at a small hunting lodge called Jagers- 
prest, situated near the palace of Charloltenborg 
Thither the gentleman lepaired, whoin the queen 
had commanded to call Mr Guldbeig he ob- 
tained an audience, and told the astonished king, 
not only what he had seen and heard in vhc anti- 
chamber of the pfincc — but many important cir- 
cumstances besides It is not in language to 
cxpiess the agonising feelings excited by this in- 
telligence, for his own life was less dear to Fie- 
deric than that of his darling son he applauded 
the conduct of his informer, and such was his 
haste to leturn to Christianborg Palace, that he fell 
down stalls and bioke his leg The agitation of his 
mind producejd a fevei that neaily proved fatal 
As soon as his liactured limb was set, he caused 
the Norwegian nuise and count Molckte to be 
summoned before him, taking precautions to pre- 
vent any previous intercom sc The icsult was 
that he had no cause U> doubt the guilt of Juliana, 
or that the life of the ciown prince had been pre- 
served by the courage and fadcli.y of his nuise, 
whom he liberally rewarded From this moment 
he never co-habited with his guilty queen but 
the thoughts of her wickedness and the dangci of 
Ins sou and heir, preyed continually on Ins feeling 
mind As a lesourcc, a sad resource ii pioved, 
this excellent king gave himself up to dnukuig 
and count Molckte being at once maskt of the 
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queen, and the favorite minister of the kmg, was 
de Jacta autocrat of De.nmark, exercising the 
* sovereign authority in the name of his master, 
who rapidly became but the shadow of what he 
had formerly been Juliana secretly intended to 
make Mr Guldberg minister, w ho was a man of 
great- talent and cool judgment but this detec- 
tion foiled her plans,* and forced her to bow to the 
man whom she hated and feared It was by 
this means count Molcktc acquired that unlimited 
power, which, during the latter part of the reign 
of Frederic the Fifth, he exercised in a way so 
despotic as to procure him the ironical appellation 
of “ Koiung Mokkte " This is generally the case 
with AurocKACits Some Javorih governs the 

* The machinations of this en\ioiib queen against the life of 
Cliribtiaii the SeveiUli, did not cease with this attempt She strove, 
by gold and promist s of preferment, to seduce the attendants of the 
clnld It liappened, according to Latrobe^s translation, as the hing 
and royal family were taking the reci cation of sailing m a royal 
yacht on the coast of Zealand, near the palace ol h redensborg, 
(about five Danish miles north of Copenliagen,) that the young 
prince Christian being rather unruly,* one of bis attendants named 
Bi oedorph, seized the boy, held him over the stern of the yacht, 
and threatened to throw him m the water from the bov’s struggles 
to get flee, or from treachery, down he fell into the sea, whence 
he was rescued , but, as long as leason held its seat, the prince 
imputed this act to the agency of Ins fell step-inothcr, viith a view 
to procure the crown for her beloved son Frcdeiic So fai the ano- 
nymous author , and what in some respect corroborated this opinion, 
Broedorph being forbid to appear in the princess presence, was im- 
mediately engaged m the service of the step queen, and placed as 
an officer in her palace Editor 
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Ahiocrai, who thereby governs the state, fie- 
quently 1 educing the autocrat himself to a mere 
cipher Few indeed have been the number of 
absolute monarchs, who were not themselves as 
far fiom being free as the meanest of their slaves 
But, to quit this digression though the mind of 
the mild and benevolent monaich, Fredeiic the 
Fifth, was thus clouded, he was never happy ex- 
cept the crown prince tvas in his presence As he 
giew 111 years, Christian became more and more 
the favorite of the king and people In the wild- 
est sallies of his fathei, thepiince had more com- 
mand over him than any other person, and he 
often had influence enough to prevent him, when 
tipsy, Irom lavishing away his treasures on the 
companions of his cups , and even of inducing him 
to retiact those improvident gifts when sobei 
In one of these fits, the king made count Molcktc 
a present ol the magnificent palace of Ilirschholm^ 
and all its costly furniture • The crown prince, 
hearing of this lavish act, went to his study, and 
taking in his hand a plan of the palace, carried it 
to count Molckte, saying, “ Content yourself with 
this, I beseech your excellency, and believe me, 
unless you possess the crown, the palace of 
lliischholm shall never be yours ” 

On another occasion the king desired prince 
Christian to fill the glasses for himself and the 
count The prince coloured and hesitated The 


* The Isle of Stags 
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king repeated his commands, telling him to 
. fill for himself also Upon which the spirited 
‘youth first filled to the brim the glqss that stood 
before the count, the king’s glass only half full, 
and m his own he scarcely poured any wine 
“ I^cy day • What do you mean by this, Chiistian’” 
said rile king — “ I mean sue, said he, to denote 
heieby our relatnc consequence m the state 
Count Molckte being hvg and minister, I filled 
the glass commensurate with Ins authority You, 
my father, being the rteit peison in the state to 
the count t half filled yoiii glass as foi myself, 
being of no consequence whatever, I took no 
wine ” Weakened and obscured as vi ere the in- 
tellects of the king, he pressed his son to his bo- 
som, and a tcai glistened in his eye at the repioof 
111118 conveyed It was, however, qnly a momen- 
tary impression He still continued his careci , 
till natuie, vanquished by his excesses, and not 
worn out by time — could enduie no more He 
died m the year 1766, in the 46th year of his 
age and the 23d of his reign The crown pnnee 
Christian, whom Juliana Maria hated, and would 
fain have muideied, was then proclaimed king by 
the name of Christian the Seventh Seldom was 
the dawn of any reign more auspicious than his 
lie was young, handsome, affable and generous, 
and the idol of the people This event knocked 
the stage from under hug Molckte, and the 
sovereign power was, for a short time, really ex- 
ercised by him that wore the crown 
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CHAP III 

Character and the person of Christian the Seventh ' — 
Denioralized by his cruel step-mothei — Pot lirait of 
Caroline Matilda at Jfteen yeats of age — R flec- 
tions on, and instances of the unhappiness of toyal 
Jeniaks —Secret memoirs of Gustavus the Thitd, 
and his queen — The Pi mcess Albet tina — Unhappy 
love — An eitiaoi dinary evpedieitt, its detection — 
'Thd secret history of the birth oj Gustavus Adolphus 
the Fourth, now count Gottoip 

THE person of the young king, though con- 
siderably under the middle height, was finel) 
propoi tinned, light and compact, but yet posses- 
sing a considerable degree of agility and strength 
His complexion, remarkably fair, his features, 
if not handsome, were regular, his eyes blue, 
lively and expressive , his hair very light he had 
a good forehead and aquiline nose , a handsome 
mouth and fine s^t of teeth He was elegant 
rather than magnificent in his dress , courteous 
in his manners, of a very amorous constitution 
warm and irntable in his temper , but his anger, if 
soon excited, was easily appeased and he was 
generous to profusion Such was the person and 
disposition of Christian the Seventh when he as- 
^ l^ended the throne of Denmaric^ 
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The reigning Queen, Juliana, idiling in her 
.attempts to take the hfe of the heir-apparent, 
'adopted a method scarcely less cruel to effect 
tlie destruction of this young and thoughtlcs'* 
prince It .was hef influence that, during his 
father’s life time, opened the doors of the palace, 
and connived at his nocturnal sallies to the haunts 
of loud women It was Juliana, through the 
agency of M Guldberg, who surrounded liim 
•vv'ith a crowd of voluptuous and gay young cour- 
tiers, in whose society his morals were corrupted, 
and his constitution undermined In some of his 
wild sallies he beat waiters, broke glasses* and 
furniture, attacked watchmen, and mgre than once 
was actually taken into custody These traits le- 
semble the youthful follies of our fa\onte hero, 
llfenry the Fifth and like him, Christian might 
have been an hero and a conqueror, if he had had 
similar means and opportumties, and had not been 
betrayed into all meuiner of precocious excesses 
by those, whose duty it was to have watched, 
admonished, and protected him 

Being so completely a libertine as to women, 
he would not, if left to himself, have thought of 
marrying so soon, if at all A consciousness of 
the evil designs of the Queen Dowager, and a 
desire to counteract them, rather than any sense 
of public duty, induced the young and giddy 
monarch to listen to tliose, who advised him to 
stiengthen his throne by an alliance with his fan 
young cousin Matilda, sister to the King oi 
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England lie consented negotiations were open- 
ed, and the Princess Matilda became Queen of 
Denmark 

Caiohiie Matilda was the youngest child of 
Frederic Piince of Wales, and weU as her hus- 

band, a grand-child of Gcoi go the Set o id She^ as 
\ery tall, ol a majestic, rather tbai* elea int make , 
and a very pleasing, lather than a bcintitul toim- 
tenance Hci coinplexiouwas uncoruincny tine 
she might, without flaticij, hivt h( f n r. in od the 
fairest otthelau liei liau \ as \eii 1 hi flaxen 
almost as white as S’lvci, and ol liixui' nit giow th 
her ejes, light bine, deal, laig ,aiid txpios'-ive 
lips, particulaily the undci hp, lull and pontin. 
her teeth white and rcgulai Exenaf dn^iailv " , 
Matilda was much inclined to what t,.t hicn cht n 
bot! point '.Her education hao been caiclulij; 
attended to , her tcmpei was gent rallv mild and 
gentle, though sometimes lathci . . i'k., hti d^- 
ineanonr towards the lower and nncldJc clo-(s, 
lull of condescension, ♦owards ibi snpcKn < 
Queen Dowager, Matilda soon (I’splaven ’ a ts 
of that impetuous and haughty nin 'hat is 
said to be characteristic of the Gwelphs She 
was neither profuse noi gencious, but her ex- 
treme youth, her freshness and apparent good 
hunioui, endeared her to eveiy hbcial mind I 
saw this ill-fated princess when she hrst set her 
foost^on the soil of Denmark I did not join in the 
^onts of the multitude , but I was charmed with 
her appearance Every thing she saw was gian- 
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deui and festivity she was received like a divi- 
nitv, and almost worshipped, at least by those 
iSf the masculine gender Hei animated, beau- 
teous features, hei fine blue eyes, beamed with 
delight on all .around her How kind it was of 
fate^to shut fiom her view the dreadful reverse, 
that s(toa snatched the diadem from her brows , 
In i infanls fioin lier bosom, and sent hei foith 
fiom Dei uMik icpudiated, into perpetual exile’ 
That ' oath must have been a stoic, whose 
heait it no* dovoted to some prioi object, would 
1 ot bait been enslaved by this fair foreigner, who 
V but little more than fifteen years of age at 
lhi-> ptuod She had not done growing, and 
’> )i’gh a Moma.i in stature, was a mere child m 
po-nt o( n’o ’ lu nt As to the prince destined 
’o bt 1(« 1 hn^-b.ind, though a youtlk under his 
twentieth ’ eai, ao was older in constitution than 
man t hah i lan ot threescore , and almost 
b< Ion. he had a* lived at the age of manhood, he 
Ji > 1 ell n.gh Cl ased to be a man a circum- 
star that should be duly, considered by all 
who Would foim a pist opinion of the virtues oi 
Irailtics ot this unfoitnnatc lady 

Entitled to oui pily, lather than our envy, 
IS the fate that too oittn awaits the daughters 
of royalty’ Deaily do they pay, by the misery 
they are too oittii doomed to suffer, for the 
c mpty pomp that awaits them Seldom, if evei , 
they enjoy the natural affection of their parents, 
foi tlie loss of which no pageantry can atone 
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Then motheis aie not allowed, even when in- 
clined, to nourish with their own breast their tender 
offspring, to press their infants with ardoiu to 
then bosom, or to perform those endearing ot- 
fices dictated by nature and claijned by their 
helpless young How much more happy is fthe 
wife, or the child of a peasant, when health? peace, 
and plenty fall to their lot* The children of 
kings, from the hour of their birth, are consigned 
to mercenary hands they arc suckled by mer- 
cenary breasts, by motheis who, for the sake of 
gam, rob their own child of their natural inherit- 
ances to sell it to a wealthy strangei On such 
hirelings those infantine maiks of affection are be- 
stowed, that are never returned with the warmth 
which marks the caresses of a fond mothci 
As soon as their intellects admit, the royal babes 
are consigned to the tuition of numerous indi- 
viduals, most of whom, they fear, hate or de- 
spise, and by whom then mannei s and habits are 
formed Thus the children of kings, the daugh- 
ters in paiticulai, became a soit of artihcial 
beings, who, having no equal, must form no ten- 
der attachment, but hold their subdued affections 
in a state of abeyance, debarred their natural 
right of reseiving the heart and hand for the 
man they love They may fairly be considered 
as most elevated class of royal slaves a sort 
of kingly merchandize, of which ambassadors are 
the salesmen sometimes they are offered to a 
conqueror to appease his ire, some are bartereii 
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away to procure political influence in a foreign 
court, or*coveted by some cold calculating prince, 
jfs the medium whereby he hopes to gam pos 
session ol the territories to which she is heircis 
Such was the.case with tlie lovely and unfortu- 
nate ancestor of our Matilda, the princess of 
Zell “'^Though she was lovely m her poison, 
gentle and amiable in her manners and tempci, 
highly accomplished, and m the flower of her youth, 
she was yet legaidcd as a meie appurtenanct 
to the duchj’, and soon tieated by her brutal 
lord with cruelty and contempt The cowaidly 
assassination of Count Komgsmark*, and tho in- 
carceration of this injured princess, are subjects 
too well known to need repetition | 

. See Appendix I 

t Tho Flectoral piince had, for some time, aot only discrtrd 
h«r entirely, but coriobpundod with hiis unstress^ open’}, of whicli 
hor ro\al highnesb not on!} complained to the elector and clcctresb, 
though without olloct, but enlarged upon the affioiit otfeied to her 
in pretty severe terms to the prince himself, who, instead of using, 
the kast address (o mollify her, gave into such a transjmrt of rage 
that, utterl} foigetful both of htr sex and quality, he fiercely seized 
the princess by the throat, then pregnant, and near her time' 


* This cclobr lied woman afterwards tigiired in England as Diichm of Kendal 
for III account of her practices in the saU if places and titles, see Appendix 
consisting of extracts from the Memoirs and secret Negotiations of John Kcr, of 
Acrsland, Esq U vol printed, London 1796, which wort, trc-its largcl} of this 
mtrcinary female, adventuier Mr Kcr, of Kersland, had been highly iiistni 
mental in proiuoling the Hanovenan succession, he was n Scotchman and to 
gam the favour of the house of Hanover even during i^uei.n Amies reign 
he bctra 3 cd the interests of his own country He was promised a place, but 
because he would not give alar^ doucceur to the German a^ent of tins German 
Anglo ducheos, ho was disappointed, and thereby totally ruined Mr Ker et> 
po^cd the venality of this wholesale trafiicker in politics A.c and she caused 
him to be prosecuted exoffiew The once favoured instrument now no longer 
ueLclfil), was suffered to pine in the Kings Bench, borne down b> herTviIffMl 
influince, whcic he died poor, deserted, and broken hearted in July, 2G 
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I’o d female of leal delicacy, what can be con- 
tened more i evoking to modesty than to foim 
a union, with a man nhom, till that* moment 
hci eyes ncvei beheld^ How tremendous is 
the risk she luns, that her p'^ace pf mind shall 
cease with her celibacy Obedient to ^ithe 
call of the ogliaichs ol Sweden, Gustavus 
the Third, then ciown pimce, mariied m 1766, 
the princess loyal of Denmaik, Sophia Magda- 
lena^ She too was a fire young woman, such 
as the epicurean debauchee would make almost 
any sacrifice to obtain What a singulai destiny 
was. het s • Betrothed to one of the most elegant 
and accomplished piinces of Europe, then in the 
bloom of youth, she was received by him with 
toiilus'on and restraint , during many years, this 
icstraint continued, and neglect and insult *^1~ 
lowed I have often seen her at the Swedish court, 
when she lived in compulsive retirement as crown 
]nincess, and aitei wards when she was queen of 
Sweden In spite of all her efforts to dress hei lacc 
111 smiles, whilst her heart was a prey to miseiy. 

The whole palate iiumediatcly took the ilarin, and every body that 
durst rushed in to prevent *nither mischief, notwithstanding which, 
the prince wat* so lost m passion, publicly to avow, that hencefor- 
ward she was to consider him ashci mortal enemy, but his tlircats 
weie not heard by her to whom they were addressed, grit land 
terror bad oppressed hci so strongly, tlmt she faiiitt d in the arms of 
those who held come to htr relief, and in that condition she was 
removw^to htr dpartment.” See Appendix ( \ ) 

* * St e Appendix 3 



COURTS or SAVFDTV A\D DlSAfAUk J| 

I saw that she A\as unhappy, and falling into the 
piejudice ol the day, I imputed hci soriows to 
4he moioscness of the queen inothei 1 became 

loquainted with her conhdant, Madame 

] was then young and chivahous, and btlo\ed bv 
thi^ lady Master of her entire affections, it will 
not uakdeemed surprising it I also became inastci 
of mam [laiticulais lespcctmg hei io\al mistiest 
that in stiK t honoiii, ought not to have been u- 
vcaled, the stiangc natuie of which excited in my 
bosom SOI low, pity, disgust, and indignation’ 
JVeglcctecl and despised by the cieatuie c<illed hci 
hi>\haml, — boinc clown by the austeiity of.that 
gieat and inllexible woman, Louisa Uliica, tht sis- 
ter ot Ficdciick the Great, and consoit to the 
mild and benevolent inonaich Adolf Fiederick, 
oil* pilncess found heiself, m the flgwcr of hei 
youth, — a wife, without ahusband, — without peace, 
and without hope ’ Being a Dane, though ot 
humble rank, my steps were watched with jealous 
caution the unguaided conversations of Count 
(Jlnc Scheffer enabled me to see my danger I 
was romantic enough, to endeavoui to persuade 

Madame to pievail on m^' fair neglected 

countrywoman to imitate the conduct of the 
Queen Dowager Maria Dleonoia*, wndow of Gus- 

* This puncess the daughter of John Sigisinund, elector of 
Brandenburg, born the lltn November, 1599, married toGuaiavus 
Adolphus, king of Sweden, the 25(h November, 1630, and crowned 
the 28fh of the same month ^Their only child, Christina, 
w’jfiecdtd her illustrious father on the tlironc of Sweden, wlu' 
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tavusAdolphua, andmothei of that heroine Queen, 
Chiistma I scarcely need say, that my council > 

was not followed Madame said to me/ 

leprodchfully, — “ What* would you take cir 
pimcess from the open enmity of a great and mag- 
nanimous woman like Louisa Ulrica, to place^Jier 

killed m ihe Iiattk of Lutzen, or fipacherou'sly murdered, as 
others buppose, on tlie Gth Novcmbci, 1612 Thus was Marm 
Eleonora born, inariied, crowned, and widowed, m the month 
t>f NovemUr slit bin\i\cd hei dauj^htci s abdhcalion only nine 
months, dying the 18th March, 1655, and was buried near her hus- 
band m the Gustav lan scpulclne in Ridderholm church, Stockholm 
The following narration of this extraoidiiiary flight is tianslated 
fioin Carl Ficdcnck Ljuiigman’s dt scription of Gripsholm Cabtlc, 
printed in Stockholm, 1790, p 1^, from which compilation if 
appeals that this curious record was oiigmally written m Ceiman 
in Apelblad’s description of Saxony, page 47, viz 

The queen dowager Maria Eleonora, on the 23d July, 'went 
secretly away from Gripsholm Castle, and on the 25th embarked on 
bhip board near Trosa, a biiiaJI liay ten league s from Sodertelje 
The government being informed on the 29th of what had happened, 
dispatched inessengcib after the queen m five different directions, but 
m vain On Thursday tlic ^urgomaster of Calmar arrived, (ar 
Upsala) who inforuied the government tiiat, in an unfrequented 
bav,1ie had seen a vessel lying at an anclior, and a man walking on 
the deck who had a pibtol on each bide of him Ah soon as the 
regency had this intcllig^ncv, connxiunicated to Ihem, they imme- 
diately dispatched a messenger to Trosa to inquire into inatter«> 
Upon his arrival he found affairs as they had been represented, and 
he relumed with tidings of her conduct in effecting hei escape It 
s6enis that two years preceding thm elopement, the queen dowager had 
attempted to effect her escape from Gottenburg , but not being able 
to executl her piO]ect there , iij^on her arrival at Gripsholm Castle, 
she gave out that during three days in each month, she should remain 
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at the mercy of that fiend Juliana Maiia I w 
silenced Not to proceed too far in this digic<- 
l^sion from the fate of Matilda, I shall meiely state 
fhat Gustdvus totally neglected his Danish bnde, 
and indulged, in propensities that my pen shall not 
be»polluted by naming * Suffice it to say, that she 

her \Aiiting ^^OInan in her chamber to celebrate rtligioiis 
duties, during which lime no one was to be admitted to her , nor 
\\ould sh( see any one What she required to eat and drink wa^ 
ordered to be plat ed m her apartment to serve tlie s\ hole time ITt i 
chaplain said praters outside her door, and tins custom the qiueli 
conlinuea till July Jlst, 1640, \’\hcn she said to her spiritual guide — 
My tow wiU shortly exjme y I vliU douhh my nitmhn of dayft 
of fading and yrayer^ and dose therewith^* She had sent the 
marshal of the palace to Stromsholni neai Westerns, to make 
every thing ready for her lecoptlon there within ten days As 
soon he was got nd of, the queen dowager introduced si>t 
pieces of coarssc wiappenng into her apartment; in which she se- 
cretly packed up hci >aluables 

When the 23d of July arrived, she said, To monow I com- 
mence my fast and thanksgiving y therefyre prepare every thing 
^for SIX days that I shall have occasion for , as during that time / 
shall not suffer any one to see ftie She bad already procured 
from Nykoping two bide saddles covered with velvet for herseli and 
her^oung waiting woman, which were concealed m the chamber of 
George Pagreln the page, and fouiteen da} s prior to this pericxJ, 
the piudent queen had caused two palfreys to be turned into the 
park, under pretext that those uags ought to have grass, by which 
sCiatagein she avoided the risk and trouble of procuring horses from 
the ro\al stables , and with a view to promote the great object otall 
these preparations, she caused a covered way to be made from her 
chambers to the gardens, of such an extent, that she could go a con 

* St e Lewis Golclsmilh H Crimes of Cabinets p XG 

D 
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was made the scoff of those debased wretches her 
h usband s favoi ite assocvidtes The queen, however, 
kept her shame and sorrow to herself, and stro\e^ 
when 111 public, to chess her face in smiles ’ And 
so complete an adept in the practicei of the most 
piofound dissimulation was Gustavus, that ul/en 

^iderable \Aay, and which she contrived that no one could observe 
her when she walked under it this was finished only fom da}S 
previous to her last long fa^t ' 

The 2?d Julv being come, piotiMons and ntcchsaries to serve 
foi fci\ dd}s werf earned into the queen's apartment into which she 
went with a young lady named Bitlowfin, who, the pieceding 
\iar, had arrived from Denmark to take service witli Maria Elea- 
aora But at night, the covered passages lonceahng their move 
merits, and the nags prepared, the one for herself and Miss Bu 
lowein, and the other foi the page George Pagieln, and a Danish 
painter, the party got off undiscoveied, and passing by Tro^a, went 
to a fann about tw*g leagues distance, called Dargenge, where itVas 
pieteiukd that the queen dowager was the daughter of a citizen 
of N} hoping, and the Danish painter her lover, whose parents 
would not permit her to marry him, and he had prevailed on 
her to quit her country to go with him over sea their hoises, 
saddles, uistols, and riding coats they left at this farm , those were 
sent forward by a messenger^ and on liriday tlie paity went into a 
boat and proceeded bix leagues, where they found a galliot, on which 
they went on board , and afler sailing two leagues m this vessel, they 
reached two Danish ships of war that were waiting for them, on 
board of which the queen and her party went, and on Saturday, 
which was St Jacobs da}, the 25th of July, the ships of war sailed 
away 

The countiy people stated, that all the men who were m the boat 
or upon the galliot, as well as the men of war, spoke pure Danish, 
and that t]ic queen shed tears in profusion when she left the (arm- 
house 4t Oafgenge^ The Danish painter said to het m Swedish, 
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they met in public, which was as seldom as pos- 
1*^ sible, he acted the part of a fond, nay, even an uxii- 
rious husband* Detestable hypocrite’ — I have seen 
the arch dissemblei practising those blandish- 
ments, and nfy blood boiled with indignation at the 
sight, — and that , even after he had endeavoured in 
vain to undermine her honor, and prevail upon her 
to receive a fnend of hu as her favoied lover to 
pi o vide an heir to his throne ’ and , even after he 

Do not weep, my love, tranquillize jour mind rest assured 
every tiling v\ ill terminate happily ** — The whole of htr party when 
she embarked amounted to thirty persons 1 he young lady Bu lo wein 
loft hei knife and a silver sheath behind her, upon which her name 
was engraved at length 

On the 29th of July, the marshal of her palace, Iv^R N/tsov, 
returned^roin Stromsholm and inquired what the queen dowager 
was about The chaplain, the Rev Mr Tanck* replied, ^ God 
alone knows how that is when I perfovm divine ser\ ice, and prayed 
and sung outside her door , she rejoined, and sung within so as to he 
licaid, and all who were with her inside joined chorus , but now 
when 1 sing without, 1 am not as usual, answered by any one 
'witbir ” The marshals lady s^id, “ My chamber is under the 
queens, and 1 hear no one walk ovef head God knows if she be 
sick or how it is with her ’’ Then they went and knocked hard at 
the door of the anti-room , but finding that no one answered, they 
broke open the door, and there stood her majesty s chests, trunks, 
draw^ers, and cabinets all open, and the keys therein, but all cotn- 
pletely empty she had taken all her plate, trinkets, jewels, and 
albo the wedding state-bed, winch the king her husband of glorious 
memory had caused to br made for her, that cost three thousand 
dollars, she left behind eight silver key's, and other articles of inferior 
value About eight jeirt after this event, the Queen Dowager'^ 
Mai la Eleonora was fetched back to Svlc^den in a Ijmeef battle ship, 

P 2 
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liiicl solemnly divoiced her, and she was become 
the wife of Baron Muncke, no longer hi^ queen 
but his subject • 

But to return Louisa Ulrica, unhappy in tnc 
secret vices of her sons, particularly Gustavus, and 
Duke Charles of Sodermanland * (now Charles tne 
Thirteenth,) thought herself comparatively happy 
in the affectionate regards of an only daughter, 
the Princess Sophia Albertina She was indeed 
a charming woman, and worthy a different fate ’ 
It w as the lot of this lovely and amiable princess, 
to possess a heart full of sensibility, which, even 
the formalities of royalty could not extinguish 
Many princely suitors, some of them sovereigns, 
sought her hand, but not feeling any affection for 
either, she nobly declared she w^ould rathe* forego 
her rank and title, and descend from the palace to 
a cottage, than marry a man she could not love 
Such was the piopiiety of her demeanor, that the 

commanded by Admiral Eric Ryning The counRellor of state, Fric 
G}llonstjernci, was also sent on boaru the same ship with Adninai 

Ryning to conduct her majesty home ” 

Mr Ekholm, m bis Critical and Historical Essap relate c to 
the History and Language of Sweden, the 3rd cbllection, p 195, 
has introduced a narrative of this iransaction — ^published 1760 ’ 

The intcre«it of thi^i narrative is dimmi^ied by the want of ex- 
planation as to the motives which impelled the queen to adopt m> 
cxtrao^dinaiy an expedient as her flight ^ ox what induced her to re- 
turn When she fled, her daughtei, Queen Christina was only 
£nit^ecn veai s of age, consequently m her minority Ld 

* See biogiaphical sketch of Charles the Thirteenth, — Appendix 
4 and 5 
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tongue of calumny, which so much delights m 
endeavounng to sully the fame of high-boin and 
• beautiful ladies, had not even breathed upon hei 
\i£gin fame At length the day ain\ed that she 
surrendered, her heart to an accomplished and 
Wtuous foreigner who appeared at her brother’s 
couit They were privately married, and every 
thing was ready for their flight but cruel was the 
blow that awaited the anxious pair, her husband 
suddenly trpired — expired the veiy day preceding 
that appointed for their flight, and the priest who 
had man led them, and an old domestic who had 
witnessed the ceremony, were no where to be 
found In an instant the unhappy princess was 
bereft, not only of her youthful and adored hus- 
band, but the means of proving that she was a 
wife ' The shock nearly deprived her of life 
and reason, but she survived, and to complete 
her misery, found herself pregnant To cut the 
stoiy short' after mature deliberation, the widow- 
ed bride made a confidant of the young and 
amiable Duchess of Sodermanland, who advised her 
to conceal her pregnancy , offering to take on her- 
self the appearance, and adopt as her s, the diild 
with which Albertina was teeming The plan was 
acceded to , the pregnancy of the young duchess 
was officially announced, and puldio thanksgivings 
ordered in the churches of Sweden * The cannon 
are said to have been loaded that were intended to 


• VideChainctprsand AneriJotLsofthp CourtorSneden, vol I p 7 
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celebiate her happy delivery, when an event took 
place that spoiled the well conducted project ot 
the two exalted females, and, accoiding to the 
author of the work just alluded to*, 'put the h*ig 
as ‘well as the duke out of humout ” — expressions that 
strongly coiroborate the conjectuic that, whoever 
was the father of the expected infant, the king 
and the duke were both pnvy to the intended 
adoption of Albertina’s child The immediate 
cause of its failure was, that the queen dowager 
(“ and theitto hangs a tak ” full of the marvellous,) 
suspected the reality of the assumed pregnancy 
Knovang that tTic duke could not ha\e been its 
cause, and believing the duchess to be a virtuous 
women, she guessed at the fraud, and its object, that 
wasalieadysofaradvanced Louisa Ulrica was bold, 
firm, open, and decisive m her conduct and resolves 
Without regard to private feelings, she was bent on 
defeating this project, which she threatened to ex- 
pose Despotic as he was, Gustavus could not avert 
the blow The Fnherre Benzelstjerna, one of the 
secretaries of state, yras t.ie bearer of the queen 
dowager’s stetn message to the young and playful 
duchess, which could not be parried “ WelU” 
said she, “ if it is not at present, it may occur here- 
after,” — and the same day it was announced, that 
the duchess had, from inexperience, mistaken her 
situation, and been deceived by ‘a false conception'^ 

* Vide Cii^ractcrs and Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden, 
lol 1 p 7 
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— Meantime the princess Albertina was secietly de- 
livered .of a fine female child, which, i eared as the 
• posthumous daughtei of a burger of Stockholm, 
under the protection of its accomphshed and amiable 
mother, is known in the court of the print ess, as 

Miiss F Whilst these stratagems were 

formed, and frustrated , year after year rolled away, 
and still Sophia Magdalena remained a ‘ moimung 
bride' Though commanded by the king to hold 
levees and receive the nobility , though gratified 
with splendid dresses, and attended with the ut- 
most pomp whenever she went out from hei 
palaces, there was still a vacuum m the heart, that 
neither pow'cr noi pageantiy could supply ’ She 
had hacvi cltven yiais the wife of a man, who had 
never ypt consummated his mariiage' lint this 
strarjg^ story runs away with me,— Icpn losing sight 
of the lovely Matilda, and the reflections into which 
her melancholy destiny hurried me, and desciib- 
ing events too minutely for a sketch like this 
Suffice it therefore to say, that the false and pci- 
fured king, finding that an heir was necessary to 
give stability to the government he had formed, 
adopted the extraordinary expedient of proposing 
to his wife that she should admit his bosom friend 
Major Muncke — to her bed*** — Such is the odious 
complexion of this assertion, that those happy 
people that have been reared where the decencies 
of life are more prized than its luxuiies, will spurn 
this as a base and foul aspersion on the memory 
of Criistavus the Third But this is not tlie case, 
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and 1 have as much belief in its truth, as in the 
truth of the assassination of that splendid 'and de- 
praved monarch 

When the gi aceful Abelard woped the lovely end 
yielding Elo&ia, the suit of that eloquent lover 
could not be urged with more ardour, than this 
strange raoital sued for his own dishonour 'With 
tears suborned, and sighs that seemed to rise from 
a heart oppressed with grief and shame, he con- 
fessed that phifiical inability alone had kept him 
fiom her bed, and to bring her the readier over 
to his vile ends, he insinuated that his own mother 
was the wilful soui ce of his misfoi tune Although 
it IS hard to believe he was not pnvy to the expe- 
dient that was fiustiated by the masculine fiini- 
ness of his mother , the insidious king illeputed it 
to tlic ambition of the Duke and Duchess of boder- 
manland, and strove haid to impiess her with the 
belief tliai the stability of his throne depended on 
hei consent lie offered hei a ‘ lettt) /ia«ce,’aiid 
to be sworn to eternal secrecy The queen, how- 
ever, knew the dissembler too well to trust her 
honor m his keeping Coveied with blushes, 
ti enabling from the foice of conflicting passions, 
almost unable to speak and not daring to tiust 
herself to look at the recreant king, she made 
signs for him to retire and afford hei time to 
recal her agitated spirits When next they met, 
the queen mustered courage to tell him, that 
having d**}y considered of his extraordinary pro- 
posa];i she thought he ought hrst to divoice her. 
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and then marry her to Major Muncke, adding, 
if his majesty pleased so to do, she \\ as -willing 
to meet his wishes, if not, the religious and 
moral principles in which she had been leared, 
and of which she had never lost sight, would 
foi> ever prevent her acceding upon any other 
terms The king, unable to move her from these 
terms, yielded with a good giace To give a 
■coloi to the » econciliation of this singular pair, it 
was given out that whilst the king was in Finland, 
by means of a young minion named Rosemtun, 
he discovered that his queen, whom he had ac- 
cused of being ^deficie it in love and tenderI^e&^, 
was the reverse of all this, and distractedly fond 
of hei beloved Gustav us My fair countrywo- 
man, Madime , who was paid sufficiently 

w'cll to ‘console her for the execrations of a people 
she never liked, or intended to see ogam, was 
accused, and pleaded guilty to the chaigc ol 
having falsely Umuciibed the queens letters, of 
omitting all the tendei milencci they contained, 
and foisting upon the geqerous and deceived 
monaich her own base language * In short, the 
lawyers aftd parsons made quick work of the 


* A iiarrati\e of this fabrication ^^ill be fbund at length m 
( 3 ) About 1811, a work i/vas pnntod in Paternoster 
entitled, Lettcis of the Swedish Court," grounded altoge- 
thei upon this fable, and copied from llistel's work The book^ 
tnuker modestly pretended this little volume was translated from the 
original letters but were, hj some wonderful chance, thiown into 
})]s hands by the revolution iri Sweden of ISO*) Editor 
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divoice, and on that daj, when the good people 
of Stockholm were invited to meet the king and 
queen in Riddarlolm chuich, to leturn to God 
then solemn thanks for this happy reconciliation , 
on that day, and in that church, m the royal pew, 
the ex-queen who had been legally divorced, 
was solemnly married to Majoi Muncke The 
most biilliant festivities followed, and, from this 
pseudo marriage that extraordinaty being, Gus- 
tavus the Fourth, Adolphus, owes his existence * 
Such t has been the fate of the sister of Chris- 
tian, our imbecile king She is yet acknowledged 


* See Appendix, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, for sketches of the life and reign 
of Gu'itaviis tlie Fourth, Adolphus 

t I his circuipstance is well knov\ n to the pi mcipal statesmen of 
Europe, and was the real cause of his abdiiation in 1809 

As a lasting monument of his friendship and affection for 
Major Muncke, the king gave the name of Mumktn s Backen 
(Muncke’s lull) to a huge mass of naked granite, that was left in 
Us pristine state when the costly garden at Drotlningholm was con- 
structed The space of ground was coveied with huge rocks, on a 
barren unwholesome morass The rocks of granite were blown up , 
the morass, at an enormous cxpence, was underdrained, and tlie 
surface, made smooth and level, was covered with a fine vegetable 
soil To denote its native wildness, one hideous mass lifted its naked 
head in this wilderness of sweet flowers and shrubs. It was a good 
idea, and had a fine effect Soon after the birth of the pseudo 
crown prince, now Count Gottorp, late Gustavus the l^ourth, this 
rock was wholly covered with earth, and made into a regular circular 
cmincnceij^ covered with green sward and planted on basket beds with 
drubs and flowers. Upon its crest, on a fine pedestal of Swedidi 
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as queen of Sweden AVliat is become of Munckc 
I know not It is reasonable to suppose, that he 
stood bound by the strongest obligations never 
to claim the privileges of a husband, alter the 
purpose was .answeied for which he was ap- 
pointed, and that he was not, in any way, to 

granite, stands a groupe in carrara marble, large as life, represent- 
ing Gust i\ IN the Ihird, and his fi lend Munrke in the characters 
of Castor and Pollux This piece of statuary (that is not to be 
compared with Sergei’s or Canovas works,) was executed in 
Italy, having been ordered by the king m 178?, when' on his 
travels in that country The figure to the right was intended for 
the king , that to the left, foi Muncke 1 lie savage rock, once 
naked and unproductive, now decorated by flowers and shrubs, 
and shaded beautiful trees, wore ptrliaps intended as g}niboIs, 
first of the queens sterility, and next of her fi uitfuliiesn, when com- 
mitted to tin handn of Count Muncke 

A third source ol strong <oiiol orating evidence exists in the 
m}’stcuous ‘ Ikov CH^sT,’ mentiomd by Sir John Can and other 
noitlitrii travellcis, that is preserved iii a looin belonging to the 
library of the University of Upsala, whether tnvwlately^ after the 
revolution of 1809 n ly le questioned The contents of this 
I host IS known to few who are now living, (except it has been 
opened as before ohsirvcd) Sir Johu Can, with his usual sa- 
gacity, sa)s, Conjectuie and expectation fiequently hover over 
this case^ which will one day unfold to Sweden inucli interesting 
memoir and literary treasuie” It would be presumption to speak 
100 decidedly on so douhllul a point, hut my opinion is grounded on 
that of the patriots of Sweden who effected the revolution of 1809, 
which drove a weak and imbecile tyiant from bis thione i e that 
this chest contains the scerH history of the birth of that prince 
The chest was ordered to he kept unopened till half a century had 
expired , and there is no proof that even then, it was directed that its 
beciet should be made public The chest is large, has three lockt 
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divulge to the childien whom the queen might have 
by him, that Gustav us the Third, was« not then 
wie' nor, in the event of the kings death, ever 
to claim hifc. supposed widow All these- very 
haid conditions he probably fulfilled I believe 
that Muncke is a Finlander by birth , and 1 have 
heard that he is now lesiding there on an estate 
bestowed upon him by Gustayus the Thud Other 
accounts say that he has been assassinated , which 
of these accounts be the truth, or if either account 
be correct, I am unable to determine As to the 
peisonal character of this pseudo son of Gustavus, 
lie .s said to possess no great nor splendid quality , 
but, on the contrary, to be stubborn, penurious, and 
mean in his disposition , irritable m his temper, 
and a complete bigot in matters of rebgion *, 

and kc^s, andncis scaled by the present king when he wae appointed 
legent, — by the University great (seal , and by the Ryks DrotS or 
Lord Clianccllor of Sweden The keys were deposited, one with 
the sovereign for the time being, one with the liyks Diotts or 
Joid chancellor, and the thud vyiUi^e Univeisity of Upsala So 
many formalities and precautimis ifould scarcely have been taken 
to preserve the royal manuscripts, if they were merely of a htciary 
udture* Editor 

* Aa interesting account of the visit of the regent and pseudo 
sovereign of Sweden to the court of the late eoipr^ Cdtber me the 
Second, will be found m Appendix 6 Messrs. Massons, from whose 
volume it is trantpribed^ have recorded tlie facility with which 
tbM young king put the greatest public aifront on Catiienne that 
she ever sUstaiAed, in rejecting her fair and youthful grand- 
daughtb^^wheii the court assembled 4n grand gala, and the 
bride wae waiting him at the altmr , and this upon a point of relu 
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^ But to return to our Danish queen Matilda 
^hat atrocious woman Juliana Maria failing m 
Ifer hellish projects against the life of her royal 
step-a»n, the crafty, cruel, and unrelenting wo- 
man insidiously and but too successfully endea- 
voured to enfeeble both his mind and body 
Iheieby to render him not only iinht to rule a 
nation, but physically unable to leave an heir, of 
Ins own begetting, to the crown of Denmark A 
mode ol destruction more cruel than any of her 
former attempts to destroy the unfortunate 
prince m his days of childhood and adolescence I 
have read, m the interesting letters of the Coiini'css 
d’Aiinoy, that the mothu of Charles the Second, of 
Spam, wilfully and wickedly destroyed the intellec- 
tual and physical powers of that piince, lo prolong 
her own reign as queen regent ' “ The whole life 
of that wretched being (Charles) from his cradle 


j^ion that was not of vital importance to either part}, and was 
capable of arrangement He was light in resisting the 
V roach mg power of Catherine, but surely he might have done it m 
a way lesb offensive to her innocent grand-daughter' This affront, 
however, has since been too fully avenged by the triumph of 
Russian power, in wresting Fixdand from the feeble hand of Gui»* 
tavus, and the present emperor Alexander, may be said to have 
xrjicUd Frederica Dorothea, the beautiful, virtuous, and dtvopced 
queen of this eccentric prince ; who, at an early period of her life, 
v\as, with ber sister, actually aent from Baden to St Petersburg 
lor examination and selection ' What base subserviency m the 
grand duke of Baden ' It is Act singular that our Danish commea- 
tator, on the unhappiness of royal females, 8eiz« d on this disgusting 
pjfturc of regal meanness Editor 
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to his gra^ c, ’ sa^ >. tlic Countess d’Aunoy, ‘ might 
be teimed one continual malady The formation 
of his mind, w as of the two, more infirm than tha’t 
of his body, and he was kept by the 'l^uctn 
mothci in such profound ignoi nice, thatlu'* knew 
neither the names, situation, nor the extent of the 
provinces and cities that composed tlu kingdom 
of Spam When Ik was about fiftce’ ccais of 
age, he happened to exhibit some laini -pad s ot 
intellectual energy, when, alainied at the piog 
nosticatiou, the >\icked wretch ii .vecused o' 
having caused some pernicious duo,- t> b 
mixed with his chocolate, the eircct of v\ I w < 
to stupify and debilitate the undeisu'udio^, ’ 
one point, this infamous mothen a > t he^i ' 
Juliana Maria in ciime, because it . cn //t; < ■ 

c/«/(/ whom she thus cruelly de\ n> d 
tion, and in the case of the C|ueta (low n>' >, d.. 
was only a step-mother to the lie ug, v !io ( 'Ii 
truction she sought with unweaiicd jic ci u e, 
and unrelenting hatred * MU i tli-^ long an. toi- 


* Iransactions bhek as these art hv mu in octiiirt 
m legal courts, although, from the shativltt! iitv o^the pre-sm dr 
spoilt monarchies, and the rank and po^ri ol thi dilinijucnt^, tho) 
are not, as Ibty ought to be, held up lO obloquy and 

tvpciatjon liie electress Doiothea, su p moihtr to iMederick thr 
First of Piushia, was accused ol laving attempted to poison that 
prince, failing in which design, ‘ho strove to dopiive him of his in 
hentance, in lav our of her own son by uiijustiy exciting tiu re- 
‘‘tntment of his father against him The scandalous conduct of iho 
(pit Oft of Charles tho Sixth with Codo), tin ci divanir life guemh 
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tuous digression, I shall once more return to the 
eventful and tragical history of queen Matilda, 
from her ai rival on oui shores to her melancholy 
exile CUsZell, w^here she died 
\ • 

mun* o[ Madrid, iTii^ht be quoted b& additional pioofii that the po« 
ki ssioii of a regal cro\%n is no pieientive (:;i iitt the vvort>t of pro 
pi Ikaltiea 
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CHAP IV 

^fatildas Reception in Denmaik — The Machina-" 
tions of Juliana Mat la — Weahit&s and 1\ pi avUij 
of Chiiitian the Seventh — Hi<i Motive Jot ictting 
out on hii Tianels — llis Advuituics tn Amsta- 
dam and London 

It was neither the powerful connexions, the 
high lineage, nor the ample dowry which this 
young and interesting princess brought to my 
country that commanded universal admiration 
and esteem, but her youth, her innocence, liei 
beauty, and her modest, retiring, graceful de- 
meanour, that fascinated all who saw her The 
venerable mother of Frederick the hifth* could 
not suppress emotions tainted by envy on be- 
holding the lovely girl , but the enmity of Sophia 
Magdalena was harmless, compared to the intense 
malice that glowed m the bosom of Juliana, 
whose heait was toin by hatred, jealousy, and dis- 
appointed ambition at the moment when, with 
well dissembled smiles, and flattering blandish- 
ments, she hailed Matilda as the consort of 

* bJphia Magdalena, consort to Christian the Sixth, was tlieii 
O') years of age Juliana Maria was a her 38tb year 
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✓ 

' Christian the Seventh This task howevei pain- 
.JFuI, she •performed in her best style, and if her 
snahce had not been as much a matter of noto- 
iiety^^as hei ambition, Mhtilda might have be- 
lieved 'idle ^ould find an affectionate friend, 
a isecond 'mother in, Juliana Maria, to whose 
odious machinations the vices of the young 
monaich were principally owing This cruel 
step-mother artfully masked her own ambitious 
desiie of reigning, under the plausible pretext of 
regard to the welfare of her son But Juliana’s 
known qualities forbid the belief that it was foi 
his sake she meditated and committed so many 
black crimes The intellectual faculties of Chris- 
tian the Seventh, till eclipsed by excessive de- 
baucherv, were strong and brilliant, her son’s, on 
the contiary, dull and feeble, henceu this artful 
woman knew, that if she pould procure the ciown 
for her son, the ’sovereignty would be all her own 
It is difficult to say with precision, if Matilda 
eva felt real affection towards her husband It 
IS, howevei, but too certain that he had little 
regard for hei , for he continued secretly to visit 
the same impure haunts of loose women to which 
he resorted before ;nairiage And here again 
the malice of his implacable enemy was too suc- 
cessfully played off, for those licentious cour- 
tiers whom she purposely placed m his way, used 
all then efforts to detach him flirom his young 
biide , fin^in^ fault with her complexion, her 
manners, and pmtUing no QK‘9iJunity of ,ex§itmg 
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indifference m hopes of its soon becoming ooti- 
firmed disgust 

The conduct of Matilda, on her arrival at 
Denmark, was such as left no loom but fot ap- 
probation possessing much of that haateur by 
which her family are distinguished, she ceitai dv 
did not forget the dignity of her station Whilst 
the king, descending from his rank, made com- 
panions of his gay young courtiers, Matilda 
exacted all the homage from the ladies of her 
couit to which her exalted station entitled hei 
She seemed more fond of the shew and pageantry 
of -royalty than desirous of political mflueuce 
Notwithstanding the vioes of her husband, as he 
had a laige fund of good-nature and generosity, she 
might have avoided the calamity that too soon 
ovcitook her, had it not been for the intrigues 
of conflicting nobles emulous for power, and 
the ceaseless mtrigues of Juliana Maria The 
acclamations tliat resounded wherever Matilda 
appeared m public, smote the envious heart of 
Juliana as the death-bell of her ambitious hopes 
of securing the crown of Denmark for piince 
Frederick, who was tlien m his 13th year Still 
she did not relmquish her darling project Her 
malice, ever fertile, her hopes, ever buoyant, 
impelled her to pursue her destined victims. 
Even amidst the enthusiastic popularity of Ma- 
tilda’s first reception m the colossal palace of 
Cfitis^^ansborg, the wicked step-mother was 
secretly preparing means, whereby she hoped, to 



COURTS OF SW iriEN AN^D DlENMAnK. 61 
the destruction of the hated, pair, 'on whose 
'*75’^outh, 'levity, and inexperience, her impious 
liopes of their rum Were ft^nded She was 
oVertvlpjlmed'by secret grief, When the mamage 
between' ^oung Christian and Matilda was con* 
suhimated , but then, one great source of hope 
remained ih the ravages wlndi an excessive 
indulgence in illicit pleasures had made on his 
constitution and inexpressible Was the mental 
torture she underwent, when the pregnancy of the 
young bride was officially announced Her 
hopes were blasted by the tidings that hlled all 
Denmark with exaltation , for nothing was niore 
dreaded by the cultivated and liberal part of the 
community^ than seeing her own son ascend 
the throne For upwards of two months she 
buried herself as it were in her palace of Fn.deni- 
hoig, but winch edifice mig^it, with more pro- 
priety have been teimed pandemotmtm from the 
iniquitous designs of its owner and her agents — 
To complete her dismay, on the 28 th of January, 
1768, the thunder of a thousand pieces of ordi- 
nance, from the forts and fleets of Zealand, pro- 
claimed the safe delivery of the young queen, and 
the birth of a male child 

Juliana Maria was never popular , and when 
her notorious partiality in favor of her son, 
and her secret attempts to set aside the hnt 
apparent to her husband's throne, were known 
m Denmark, she became an object of general 
dislike Every one foresaw that if Chiishafi^he 

a2 
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Seventh, died without male isbue, this ambi«- 
tious woman would ejiercise the soveieign power 
in X)eninark in the name of her son Frederick 
These considerationb operated with powerful aud 
genial influence in favoui of Matilda ^ Juliana 
would perhaps have expired of chagrin amidst 
the bla/c of illuminated palaces, and the shouts 
of applauding multitudes, had it not been com- 
municated to hei that Christian was weary of Ins 
bride that his constitution had been so deeply im- 
paiied by his debaucheries, as left but little room 
for her to fcai he would ever beget another child 
As* to the infant just born, it was of a slight 
fidine, and rather feeble and sickly than lobust, 
and therefore the more liable to fall a prey to 
some of the many serious maladies to which 
infants are subject On such contingencies she 
supported an existence that was scarcely toler- 
able with such fuel she strove to feed the 
expiring embers of her hopes of ruling Denmark 
in the name of hei son >- 

The imbecihty of the worn-out boy, lus coriupt- 
ed moials, and aversion to his wile, weie the 
real sources of that expensive tour which, a few 
months after the b.rth of his son, Christian the 
Seventh made through Holland, Great Britain, 
France, and Geimany The motive assigned 
was to acquire wisdom, to perfect himself in 
the ait of governing, and gather, from a personal 
of foreign institutions, materials for the 
improvement of those established in Denmark, or 
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suggestions for new ones He visited William the 
:i*'ifih, then recently mairied to a haughty and ty- 
rannical pi incess ot Prussia, whose pride and inso- 
lence, a few years time, mvolved her weak 
good natured husband in a contest with the 
buVgers of Amsterdam and other cities, that led 
to the invasion of Holland by the Prussian aimy 
m 1787, and ultimately to the expulsion of the 
princes of the House of Orange It has evei 
been my opinion that this little republic contamed 
more useful institutions than all the monaichies 
of Europe put together On those, our young 
king had but little time lor observation and’ie- 
flection , and the want of superior intelle< t in his 
cousin, WiUiam the Fifth, rendered it impossible 
to deiive useful instruction m the art of govern- 
ing from that source, who was himself gov erned 
by his wife, and the cabinets of Berlin and St 
James’s The time he passed there, was consumed 
by a succession of splendid feasts, and delightful 
excursions by land and water Whilst he was in 
Amsterdam, he gave Count BemstorfF, and all his 
suite, the slip, and, disguised as an English 
sailoi, went with Count Holcke to the Rondeel, 
a temple consecrated to cypnan tiaflic, where he 
supported his assumed chaiacter with great 
spirit, in every point save one Not content with 
this frolic, they bent their steps to the Py/, (aiiow) 
a noted brothel in the Pyl Sleeg, wheie a 
bevy of mercenary beagties crowded round, the 
strangers, one of whom, deceived by thd'feii 
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completion of our king and his effeminate appear^ 
;Etnce> accused himoi ^eing a lady come in disguise'" 
to witness thcir mystenes, and she was proceed^ 
ing to disrobe her temporary lover, whed she 
perceived a rich silken vest, and aetar and blue 
nband beneath his sailor’s jacket, and at the 
same moment his flaxen locks fell about his shoul> 
ders In a moment he was recognized as Count De 
Travendahl The youthful king of Denmaik per- 
cei\ ing he was detected past retneval, flung a 
handful of ducats on the floor, and whilst the giils 
were scrambling for the golden piize, the king 
and Count Holcke ran down stairs, leaped over 
the hatch door, and making good use of then 
heels, avoided all pursuers 

From Holland, the gay and giddy youth pro- 
ceeded by Antwerp and Brussels to Calais, where 
a royal yatch, tli© Mary, Captain Cambell, 
awaited his arrival, to convey this brother-in-law 
of George the Third to Dover One of his 
chambeilains proceeded as an avant couiier to 
St James’s* to announce the arrival of the Royal 


* Christuk the Seventh was lo<%ed in those Sppartmeiits m 
the Stable-yard that Rre now occupied by the Duke of Clarence, 
and where tlie king of Prussia was lodged when he VKited thia 
metropolis m the aununer of 1814 Wlien Count Holcke, a 
eUravagant, dissipated yrang 'nobleman, first saw the extenor of 
he exclaimed, Sv €fod this will wctvr do it is not Jit 
a CnlnsTiAN tin When lie the interior the count wtts 
on iiii|kri6S8S:A not to be wondered at, the eittreme 
splendor of Chrmibaitb^g pftbice being frebh in his memory, 6htii 
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Dane, and see that the accommodations were 
;4»uilcd to hiB master’s taste A tram of roysd 
\.arriages and domestu s were sent doM n to Dover, 
tQ convey the king and lus numerous suite to 
London , but,such was his impatience to see the 
iadied metropolis of Great Bntam, that he de^ 
dined those sumptuous vehicles, and tia\eUed m 
post chaise Having heard that the clergy and 
corporation of Cantei bury and Rochestei intended 
to leceive him with all possible pomp, he was 
thrown almost in a passion, not being at all 
partial to formalities of any kind , and, aa to the 
clergy, as a body, he held them pi contempt^ end 


pared with wifidi, St James’s appeared, mean and msignificantf 
The Danish monarch hired his horses of a inin named Baker, who 
died about the year 1797, a master hackne} coachman in Bond- 
street This pci son drove the king^s carriage m his peregn* 
nations about the metropolis He •used to take a pride m showing 
himbelf to those females who seemed most desjious to see Jii& ro}dl 
person from some of these, who supposed be could not under- 
stand them, he occasionally met with coarse compliments, such as 
‘‘ Wliat a little Jack-a dandy ’’’ ^ Whkt a squinn} thing it is, &c 
all which he took in perfect good humour One da>, as his coach 
drove to the door of his residence^ a ime looking girl burst through 
the double line of attendants, caught the king of Denmark lu her 
arms as he leaped from lus carnage, and kissing him hearlil) said, 
kill me if you please^ I can dte contented since I hate hssid 
the prettiLst fellow the world The king, far fiom being 
oflended, gently disengaged himself from her embiace, and ran 
laughing and skipping up stairs used to carr\ gold corns m 
one pocket, and silver in another, which he gave awaj, oilj^n lr|r 
haudtuls to those who atti acted bis notice JE^Jitm ^ 
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spoke of them with derision He said to Count 
Beinstorii, “ The last king of Denmark whcs> 
entered Canterbury, laid the city in ashes, and" 
massacred the inhabitants Would to God they < 
had iccollected this, and would Jet me pass 
quietly through then venerable town ''where tfur 
ancestors have committed so many crimes Is it 
conformable to etiquette I should appear by 
proxy ^ If so, pray let me proceed to announce 
your appioach, and be you my proxy Really the 
unwieldy pomp, and pedantic speeches of the 
priests and the burgers, fill me with dreadful 
apprehensions if this is inadmissible, and I must, 
sooner oi later, undergo this visitation, may it 
not be deferred till I return to this port for em- 
barkation ’ believe me the thing would te infinitely 
more agreeable, and quite as useful, and one 
ceremony would do foi all The count told him 
with a smile, that the, good citizens of Canter- 
bury would find less difficulty m forgeting all 
the outrages suffered by their ancestors, than m 
being depnved of the honor of making him a 
speech, and kissing his royal hand Finding 
there was no escape, he entreated the count to 
intimate beforehand that the king had a mortal 
antipathy to long ipeeches 

In disposition, person, manners, and habits, 
Christian the Seventh was the reverse of his cou- 
sin^ and brother-m-law George the Third, whose 
regfibnty and dignified demeanour, were objects of 
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ridicule to our w ild and giddy king, and his disso- 
lute assotuatee, and instead of his exanigle rcclaim- 
rug Chnstian from vicious habits, he laiighed at 
him as a domestic quiz — alike >oid ot elOgance oi 
spirit • 

*As the peiiodical publications of the day pre- 
sent a faithful detail of the festivities, and illumi- 
nations, balls, conceits, and masquerades, military 
and nautical spectacles, — and tours by land, and 
excursions by water that occurred in England in 
honour of our young king, and marked the popu- 
larity he enjoyed it would be superfluous to go 
into those events he was pleased with the Dutch, 
but the English quite amazed and lascmated the 
wild and giddy boy The dazzling whirl of dissi- 
pation in which lus hours were passed, was enough 
to turn tlie brain of a wiser head than his such 
a rapid succession of splendid spectacles was 
calculated to pall the senses, eneivate the Irame, 
and exhaust the animal spirits ot him who was 
the idol of the day, the object of all those joyous 
scenes of dissipation Out of every twenty-four 
hours, eighteen at least were thus employed* 
Where then was the leisure for the voluptuous 
youth to glean lessons of wisdom, and store his 
mind with , knowledge Unlike Telemachus, the 
royal wanderer had no Mentor but his own un- 
bndled passions, — no pilots, but servile courtiers, 
who, to gratify their sovereign Mattered every folly, 
and sought with lamentable avidity, even m ^ 
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paths of rnfamy and vice, the means of making' 
thcmiieUeb useful or agieeable, * JHis errors and- 
\ ices are, however, entitled to more than ordinary 
indulgence, so much pains havmg been taken to 
e indicate the seeds of virtue from Jus mind, and 
render him an adept in the exermse of libertinism 
and profligacy 

Wlulst Christian was in liOndon, he acted as 
he used to do m Copenhagen, namely, visited in 
di«>guise the haunts of courtesans of eveiy class, 
from the purlieus of St, James’s to the lanes m 
Wapping, and the cellars of St Giles’s His 
youthful bride, his child, his rank, his health, all 
u ei e forgotten These nocturnal rambles in search 
of adventures were generally commenced after 
midnight , and after the kmg had been exhausted 
by twelve oi fourteen hours spent in paying or 
receiving visits of ceremony, m promenadet, 
drives, or dances He opened the ball given at 
Sion House by the Duke of Northumberland, with 
his sister-in-law, the Queen of Great Britain , he 
danced with the Princesses of Saxe Gotha, and 
the Duchess of Ancaster , and within au hour after 
quittmg those scenes of regsd grandeui, he would 
throw off his gorge, us habilements , disguise his 


* In the WalpoIidnUy vol ii p 94, is the following aipticlc, 
headed — “ Court PROMibfes ’ — I have sent the Strawbeny Hill 
Books to the Prmre of Denmark, as 1 was requested, except the 
Anec4otcs ot Painting, which I was forced to buy at a high price 
to pre'^tit to the King of Poland I have no answer from Dcn- 
jiiAik which I mut^h wonder at ’’ 
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rank by the dress of a sailor, and making the best 
jof his why tO' St Giles’s, join in the rude dance ot 
laboureis and their lasses with as much glee as il 
he had never mo'ved in a higher sphere for which 
performance, indeed, his former rambles amongst 
thd sailors oPCopenhagen had qualified him Count 
Holcke, in the same disguise as the king, and 
passing for his brother, accompanied Chnstian 
to these vulgar revels, and, on emergencies, pro- 
tected lam; though, to give the young king his 
due, he was by no means deficient in personal 
courage On such occasions the incognita 89 me- 
times met with adventures that put his couinge 
and forbearance to a severe test It happened 
in St Gijps’s, as he was going through a 
dance with a very fine healthy looking gal, who 
had been crying cherries all day behind a barrow 
in the streets, a gigantic Irishman, her lover, 
gave him a slight blow, lor presuming too far, calling 
him a foieign puppy, and bidding him keep las 
hands from the bosom of a girl that had an InsU- 
man for her protector* — ^ai a moment the king 
returned the compliment when Holcke stepping 
between the combatants, told the assailant he 
must turn his rage on him, as his brother was 

no match for a man of his strength ]3y J , 

exclaimed the liisbman, youi brother is a hero, 
and I am sorry I gave him the pat, heie’s my 
hand agd my heart, I am ashamed of having 
hit you, and if you wiU but wc, you 

shall bate me 4 lteiwaids till you aie tired ’ 
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In'itdntly the king and hi>» magnanimous enemy 
sliouk hands , gm was c ailed for , Chnstiln drank: 
Jus glass to the giil whose modesty he had ofien- 
ded , and whom he was, by the lover, invited to 
kiss as the pledge of peace The« blow he had 
received called the blood mto his fair-^cind delicate 
cheeks , the girl was a fine healthy looking bru- 
nette though a good deal tanned , the wild youth 
kissed her cherry lips, and sliding his purse full 
of gold mto her halt exposed bosom, made good 
his retreat followed by his associate Count Ilolcke, 
laughing heartily at the adventure , — the blow 
giving the king less pain, than the heroism of the 
gigantic Irishman had excited admiiation Such 
was the manner m which Christian the Seventh 
passed his time in London, by whieli it may be 
supposed that his health was more deeply un- 
paired as to his morals, they were iii so bad a 
state before he left Denmark, it was scaicely 
possible tliey couhl be further contaminated II 
Christian the Seventh had adopted a disguise foi 
the purpose of enabling him the better to observe 
the manners and morals of the middling and lower 
orders of British society, he might have leaped 
abundance of amusvraent and much uaeful know- 
ledge of the world, of which princes in general 
are lamentably ignorant But his motives had then 
source m those lascivious images which continu- 
ally, floated in his mind, exciting his passions, 
whiki! every day he became less capable of 
enjoying the frail beauties whose society he 
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sought, promiscuously, in Cleveland Row, or 
.St Catherine’s Like Tdiitaliis, though horn a 
cliffereiit cause, he was continually tormented , 
and fiis desire alter women increased m piopoi- 
tion as his strength decayed Stimulants and 
restoratives*Vere in constant requisition , and the 
too celebrated Stiuensee, who attended Christian 
duiing this regal tour, saw, with unaffected sorrow, 
the certain misery he was drawing upon himself 
by practices alike ruinous to body and soul 
all his efforts were in vain, for the king, without 
restraint abandoned himself to those destructive 
habits, whose rapid progress within a coupld of 
years, left him nothing but a shattered and debili- 
tated hulk, afl^icted in the morning of life with all 
the imbecility of body and mind incidental to 
extreme old age ' — The condition of the king 
soon became known His mother-in-law, the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, was amusing herself 
one day with a lady of her court, (to whom, 
as it was conjectured for certain gratifications, 
Christian had piesented a superb set of jewels,) 
with telling fortunes by cards, Christian said to 
her “ My dear mother, how do you designate my 

majesty in your paper court Lady — 

said the princess, with an 'aich smile, calls you 
the King of Diamonds “ And what do you call 
Holcke,” rejoined the conscious youtii, colouimg 
as he spoke ** Oh* by a title far more flattering, 
that lake, who is so formidable to careful fathers 
and jealous husbands, is called, the King of Hearts ' 
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“ Then pray my dear mamma,” said Christian,' — 
piqued by her ironical allusions, " under which of 
the suits do you designate Lord Bate^” — —Tins 
lepartee, as severe as it was unexpected, cTim-' 
soned the fa^e of the pnueesS , who soon after 
retired, evidently offended with hef incorrigible 
son-in-law 

One day Holcke and Christian the Seventh 
went to a well-known public-house, not far 
Irom the Bank, wluth was much frequented by 
Danish and Swedish ship-masters Here they 
listened to the conversation of the company, 
which, as might be expected, was full of wondei 
and admiration at the splendid festivities daily 
given in honor of Christian the Seventh Count 
Holcke, who spoke German in its purity, asked 
an old skipper what he thought of his kmg , and 
if he were not proud of the honours paid to him 
by the English “ I think,” said he dnly, “ that 
with such counsellors as Count Holcke, if he es- 
capes destrucuon it will be a miracle ** " Do yon 
know Count Holcke, my friend, ’’said the incognita, 

“ as you speak of him thus familiarly ?” Only by 

report,” said the Dane, but every body in Copen- 
hagen pities the young queen, attnbutmg' the 
coolness which the king shewed towards her, ere ' 
he set out on this voyage, to the malice Of Count 
Holcke I” The confusion of this mimon may be 
e^er conceived than desenbed; whilst die king, 
^ving the skipper a handful of ducats, hade him 
speak the tiuth and ^hamc the devil The moment 
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the king <)poke m Danish, the skipper knew him , 
^nd looking at hiqiwith love and reverence, said 
ill a low, subdiied tone Forgive me. Sire, but I 
cannot forbear my tears to see you exposed to 
the temptations of this vast and wicked mctropo- 
lis,*under the pilotage of the most dissolute noble- 
man of Denmark Saving this, he retiied, bow- 
ing profoundly to the king, and casting at Count 
Holcke a look lull of defiance and reproach 
Holcke was a good deal confused, and not a little 
hurt, seeing the king m a manner countenanced 
the rudeness of the skipper 

When the king returned to St James’s, he tbld 
Struensee what the blunt skipper had said lespect- 
mg Count Ilfiloke, whose reply was so ambigu- 
ous, it inigllt ©^’construed or cxpUiiied more waj s 
than one, yet, so obviously leflecting on the count 
as a pel son dangerous to the king, that the latter 
said, " I thank you very sincerely, Mr. Physician, 
for these hints I think I must transfer your ta- 
lents from the path you are now in, and make yua 
a Cotyimitie Hand * , at the same time extending 
bis hand to Stiucnsee, who, bending his kneo to 
th&i ground, gracefully touched it with his lips, 
saying, “ Ah, my king I seeing as I do every day 
the treachery of courtiers, and the slippery ground 
on which favourites stand, wisdom warns me to 
shun the allurements of ambitioif.” This was the 
hist step towards the kedl ot Hbldke, and the ad- 
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vancettient of Doctor Struensee, Uphieh folto^edj 
but not jmincdialety Siraensee saw with seeiet 
lapture the bnlhant path opening'' to bis viOWi 
that rapidly led him to the highdst piteh of for- 
tune and suddenly precipitated ‘hma to the lowest 
depth of debasement and misery * ' ‘ 

To give all the anecdotes that 1 have heard, 
connected with the conduct of Christian the 
^^eventh, whilst he staid in England, would fill 
a model ate volume Some of the most interest- 
ing are alieady before the world, and many more 
aie of a nature unfit for publication The follow- 
ing is, I belieie, oiiginal For the better supply of 
his wants, the king had eaused an unlimited credit 
to be opened with a veiy rich, bpt penurious 
merchant in the city, under the asnillined nafnc of 
Mr Fredenckson Dressed as private gentle- 
men, the king and Count Holcke went to the 
merchant’s counting-house and took up five thou- 
sand pounds The merchant was very desirous 
of knowing more of Mr. Fredenckson he even 
employed a lad to watch them, but in spite of his 
dexterity, the strangers got off unperceived It 
happened, as the same clerk who had attempted 
to watch the king and Count Holcke in the 
city, was passing through St James’s palace, he > 
saw the same gentlemen enter, by a pnvate door, 
the building whefe the king resided , and aiding 
a s^bnel on duty if he knew who they were, be 
v^si^tfld they must belong to the Damsh bin^, as 
no peta^m bat attendants aUowed to pass 
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T)r refd» lU tb«t door I WoU pleased mih this 
dtscovea^, }$4» as soon as he got home, coih* 
VnmiK:at^Uto>1^4paster, Ey whomitwas told 
to Jus spojHs^, tsisim Irom the kitchen, and vrhose 
pnde and ajnrqgiillce yvw only surpaaaed by her 
ignorance The wi& urged her httsb^nd, wheh 
next those strangers called, to invite them to tea, 
she being much mehned to^ask them to idiew her 
the king and his apartments, and the huaband 
the more readily agreed, as he conjectured, that 
this htr. Frederickson might take up the money 
to lend to the king on very advantageous terms. 
Thus, though from very different causes, the mer- 
chant and his wife were alike desirous of cultivat- 
ing the acquaintance of the mysterious stranger. 

The neA>^ .^ime Mr Fredenckson called, be 
again deinanded a very large sum, fbi; whiidi the 
merchant gave him a check on bis hanker. The 
man of business had barely time to ask them to 
take a cup of tea with his wife some afternoon, 
before the king and Holcke hastened away, tell- 
ing him they would talk of that neact time they 
came The lad who had before tried to watch 
them home, saw them go mto the banker’s, and 
thepca to the bank , where a carriage was stand- 
ing, the do<Mf of wineh yraa opened, the momaat 
the- gentlmnea appearedast and dzpsa <0 i|F|th such 
rap}tbty<^at tha }m obliged to gi^ up a 
fhgtlisss.chace , j ^ . t* 

^ veag leog before ,tha ptrsngers called^ 
agaen, whgit Fj^deiicksondrewa furOtir 
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oflfnwulci.ible suni of money. The merch<.nt hatf 
by tins time made up lua numd that the oaeh was 
for the Ube of the king, and that Mr, Fredenckson 
made an enoimous piofit by thoae advances! To 
obtain Oi share of that gam object of Jus 

study; the ambition of his jsponae wjas of a more 
e^alted kind, aspiring to no less an hononi than 
that of bemg presented to the kmg of Denrnaik • 
Leaving tlie count engaged in conveisation 
with his wife, the racrchan' took the kin* by the 
lappel of his coat, and led him a litth distance 
from his ■companion , and after a long t.id tedious 
detail of the courses oi exchange being nuth 
against him, and the great risk of goirg too d* ep 
on one speculation / asked the < onnt in direct lern.s 
if the money was not taken up dhc u ,e of 
Christian the Seventh The king tl iu"lit at his* 
he vvas detneted ;■ but finding that not to be the 
case, andJlhat the merchant only wanted to get a 
share of at good thing, lesolved lo allow ban ^o 
proceed,an herpes, of deriving ''mesemen. by the 
adventure, thence„ he answered m thcaffaiinative 
The merchant’s eyes spatkled with )o> at this con- 
fawiQR,.i “I ain.toldi’'saidhe, that Christian the 
Seventh si one ^if the most extravagant and 
ihoughUePS young.dogs hvtng, and cares np more , 
about money than if it could be ndeed out of the 
Jfeennelq. . ■'Qf tJourse you make, him payi hand- 
<■ * understand me^” It was with 

tlte king nould restrain frpm laughter, 
'but*^ W*slvoid*thw rudpneM, and, as 
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■gravely ft»he could, told the man of tralBc diat he 
had dra^vti'h correfct picture of the king'a tharac* 
’ter ^ “ And ^ra^, fem" said he sig^ifidantly, “ vrhat 
the nature >of * ybur employment T My 
chief employijM^t,” Said Christian; consists in 
dressing the king, and lookmg out for amuse» 
meat'*” Just the thing!’ said the merchant; 
“ then you are the more likely to have influence. 
Perhaps you pick him up a Ut-bit now and then, 
eh k man hds riOre influence with him than 
I ha/e of that be assured ” “ Then, of conrseV 
you make i handsome thing of these advances^” 
“ Uj on my word of honor, I neveV made a profit 
by any pecuniary f^’ansaction m my life ” 'The 
merchant’s face fc*l, considerably lengthened, as 
he furaeV small eyes obliquely towards the 
King’s ^ficr a pause, he began on another tack, 
siui said he supposed he knew nothhig of money* 
dealings, nor how to mkke the best of Ins capital ^ 
* Nodiing whatever*” “ How does the king'diS' 
pose of these bum-^ " Gives them away some* 
tunes in com oi bank notes, oftener m presents of 
jeweliy or o*^her precious articles ” “ Ifarkee, 

sir,” said the merchaht, delighted by these con- 
fessions , ** would not you wish to make the best 
tof your influence with the kihgt” “ Certamly^t 
would.” ** Then, if you will sufihfina tototruct 
you,’ I wdl teach you how to make pbr cent 
ott' the capital Let me buy the jewbls and pre- 
sents,” — ^Ubt at that ittstaut^one of the king’s 
pages aniyedi» and desired>tbe<4derlt 'to eiQthfs 

F 2 
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master, who was never less disposed, tp lie mterr 
i^ted “ Pray sir,” said tjbiejmesapngei;,f“tS npt 
the kii^ of Denmark in your heifs&,^”, " The 
of Denmark I! ! Not Sir, thfre,is no kiri^ o>f 
Denmark , only a Mr Fredenckaon,” “ That is 
the king ! the' son of Fredericks the Fiilh the 
gentlemea with him is Count Dolcke, mastei of 
his majesty's wardrobe, and I am sent by the 
pnbcess dowager of Wales, and am ordered to 
dehver this letter into hi& majesty's own hands.” 
It would be m vam to attempt describing the atif-^ 
femng horror that seized on the himibled and mor- 
tified son of tjcafiic the big drops of sweat poured 
down 'his face, and every hmb shook. The page, 
alarmed at liis agitation, pressed for an explana- 
tion, which, in the best manneir AeSmuld, was 
given The page laughed heartily, and told him 
not to fear. that any bad result would follow his 
pn^KwaliOithe king to help to^cheat himself. It 
was, however, impossible to mduce the man of 
brnsiness to re-ippoar .As soon as the page (with 
all the revermice ‘usual' on such occasions) pre- 
sented the tetter ta> the king, the merchant’s wife, 
who had been osgmg the emmt to uitroduce her, 
was taken in a way sdmewfaat eip&dar to her hus- 
band. Dut the m the moat. gentle aqd , 

•oothiBg ipwaner, hade hv. he comfortedi fid 
her<4>y;. the hand* introduced her to the 
Whgk ^ayil%»toher, "I bave.thqa, madam, v^iepc- 
^pec;3iiidlyi)(h».hai^pa0lf yjopr; 

wishdlo /Thg^peeah^ waa< loat upon, thp woman. 
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Vhosb^s^tlid stdVe' Shewed 'the cftfiildete c(Rifh> 
.sfon of ’and who might 'haVe changed 

*coldiir/tir the pMHt ihat covered het' cheeka had 
not j^efi-eilted iL^ Tlife king, pitying her'eotiftision, 
drew’i^om iut^iwn finger a Valitafole nng/ whidh 
he*woitld, iPher fingers haft not been too Ihizge* 
have pttf' on ’ ^of 'her ’s And desiring her ' to 
tell her htlsband,’ that the king would never feel 
offended at what he had s^d confidentially to Mr. 
Frcderickfidn, dipped down stfurs, laughing 
lieartily at the adventure, and regretting hhat it 
had so sJuddenly terminated 

Sittli M'as the profusion oF this pnnee, that*alo 
though his brother-in-law supported a table for 
bimself and his suite that cost nearly five hundred 
dollars pel diem, he got nd, m various ways, of 
five times that sum , drawing on Hmnburg^ for 
more thdn one hundred ' thousand dtdlars per 
month Which enormbtts drain of specie Was sent- 
sibfy felt on the exchange of Copenhagen , and 
the more so, as the absence of the king and his 
principal minister, threw a gloom over the me- 
tropolis, and injured tradbWdeonnnerce From 
thd sketches already given,' it will bo oonceived 
tfraCt Chnstian the ’Seveillh rather soatteied his 
trdasuihs than bestoWed tlmt aetiag oh' the 
impulite of the moment, he gave Without 
hkidtt, and' it IS too provable, fhiia ^thohiidadQ^ 
of impostors, and modestyof'ftuffiMtag ment; 
that the fbrmer class ofuj^lietuits swaSlowedfay 
the^greater part of tdh larfeskes. Bat» wheshwer 
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real misery met his eye, his hatid were 

i^pontaneoHsly to his pocket jf, and bhanced 
to be empty, hisfnng, wat<A».xOr*»yqthej; valu- 
able about him^ was bestowed lagtead, pf monjey 
He Saw a poof tradesman put ia^to a hackney- 
coach by two bailiffs, followed by his weeping 
Wife ahd family, fromiwhom he was about to be 
tom, and thrown into prison. To avoid observa- 
tion, he ordered Molckte to follow the coach to 
the Marshalsea ' he paid the debt and costs, and 
setting the poca: man free from every o^her de- 
mand^ gave him five hundred dollars to enable 
him to begin the world anew he distributed con- 
siderable sums generally amongst the poor debt 
ors confined m the diflerent jails of^the metropo- 
lis To men of science he paud. but11ittld'‘attention , 
nor was he a warm patron of literature or the fine 
arts AU the facidties of hts mind yr&ifi concen- 
■trated m voluptuous pursuits. He was struck by 
the marked superiority pf the British stage , and 
Mr. Garridc had the honor of an audience. The 


king paid homage to his genius, repeating a line 
of Shdeespeare^as he presenjted him with a very 
valuable snaff-'boK SBp with bnlliauts ll|i ^ Jdu^ni 
of Stodiholm, a Swede, and; an eminent landspape 
pam!br,^was then^m Ldudoib Having recently 
<keen the queen Magdalena Sophia, the eistnr i>f 
Ghnstidn the Seventh, and being much admired 

3 arfisty he was admitted to an audience, and 
rad' a ^valuable pisss^t as a tokm qf a|fect}pn 
^owaMs’hho.TOjfal sistei^ the j}uesp. pf jSyveden, 
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\nd (k'reSjl^fct teethe* artist , ^ha’Qfl^ded U 19 kmg 
.by telimg^i^ia^ ^in reply to a (piestw^o^ “ wlieth^ 
the quei^a, ’lits''«i$f!br, ivas happy ’’’-that, “she 
was as happy*til>^a young woman ct>v}d be 
pected who^hfiMi been married nearly three ^yeafs. 
and yet retna^ned a airgint’*^ The^^ung dohmr-ed 
at the msinuatibn ctmtatined in tins imprudent re- 
ply, which, findihg its way t6 Stoekholoa^'tDjured 
Mr Martin very materially. -- • ) 

After distlibiltvng many magnifieent praserds. 
and taking leave t>f the king, t^i^n, and royal 
family, the king of Denmark oh tiWi]3th of Octo- 
ber 1768, Sat off for Dover, where he embarked 
for Calais, and proceeded to Pans. There he 
was received with all the eolat and magnificence, 
in the pdwei of that Toluptaoiis court to bestow 
on a prince, who hkd travelled so far to visit the 
most pohshed court in Earopej Here the trea- 
sures of France and Denmark were poured forth 
in d mingled stream ; and the king plunged anew 
into dissipation The Duke of Orleans initiated 
him in Parisian voluptuousness. It was, perhaps, 
mere caprice that' mduced Christian to travel 
in Hbllmid, tnea^i. as ’Dnnce of 'Travendabl in 
Bnglahd as a Fraaaee as Count of Olden- 

bhrgh After dini% he Vhrsailles, with the Freneh 
king^,* quehh, ahd court/ cmrtaqn was with- 
drawn dud hbeWed hhii al^iie vkwof his great 
paldce,'CSh!|fiBtiaidtol^,^hhCopenteigan Tbe prmce 
Dh* ClkmEe'^hve hun a hiint by torch-hght 
"In lUhmmathd tofest^^i^isc^’^spl^dMiSpec- 
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tacles, even in France, were scarcely ever before 
witnessed No wonder that the youthful king 
was completely entranced, and lost, as it were, 
in a flood of pleasure Whilst he was m this 
capital, in defiance of Struensee’s remonstrances, 
he abandoned himiielf 'wf^* more* fury tiian 
ever to unrestrained habits of debauchery, whilst 
his health more than ever suffered, not only by 
former taints,) but still niibre<^severdy by a re- 
dent Infection, "Which* tendered^ Mus'^a^b -almost 
hopeless, <AjtlhecoiMef'YesrEaiUes, dar^jEiagleft 
a ‘Venp'tii&eattdKhSlueter'ibehiad^ him as <10 his 
prowess m feats bf love';.kBd there, as in London, 
Chnstian was king fti dtamonis, and Holcke hng 
of hearts' 

" *0n>3ie of December, ilm>kti% and^his scdte 
qtdtted^ Pdrls, on* his setani,to the eaputal 'Of 
Denmatki 'Sfid StiasM>mrg'ehd,Alt<»A,>«irl^h he 
reacbedr on the ' beginning of Jammry, 
after in abs^de of rather more ^an six months^ 
afid'tliE expenditure of< nearly two hundred thou* 
fend) pounds sterling 
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CHAP V. 


Queen Matilda —‘The Counts Jkruineee and JRant^ 
zau'^'Cmrt mtf^gues ^-^Feter the Third, Ceutj^ 
Refntseui the cause of His death »*^Maiame &ihleK, 
>*^]^rst cmfdentml interwawi bUmen^ Queem^Ma-^ 
tUda and ihruensee -r^ts rmUt -^R^ctimur m 
their eomparatwe crmmality 

DoRt^ theahaence of her giddy Idrd, Mat^a 
resided princapally afc the palace of*FrederKdes~ 
berg» m'the aieuuty of CopaAhegen , and hei «oii' 
dttct vrasfree from reproadv 'Though courted and 
menaced hy confliotii^ ahe joined yrtth 

none, nor shewed the least ambition for pobtioad 
power She appeared to feel a truly matenud 
affection for her child, and in spite of remon* 
strances, had the infant and nurse to sleep in her 
own apartment She sometimes visited, and was 
visited by, the queen dowager and pnnce Fre- 
dencfc, but lived very retired She was 
grown m stature, and appeared much more 
womanly than when she arrived m Denmark 
The glow of robust health was on her cheek , she 
often nursed her child, and a more interesting 
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object could scarcely be conceived th/i/ this 
healthy and lively young queen 'playing Wh her 
babe During this state of letiremehtr MatUda 
visited the houses of the farmers end peasants 
who resided near the palace, and though she 
could not converse fluently with those pool grate^ 
till people, she gained their warm hearts by her 
condescension in visiting their cottages, smiling 
graciously on their wives and daughters, and dis- 
tributing useful presents Thus innocently, queen 
Matilda passed hei time duiing the travel*! of hei 
Wild, and dissipated husband 

During all this time, the ditfeicnt factions were 
struggling tor ascendency The chiefs ot those 
domestic curses, sent home to Denmark such 
accounts of the conduct ot the*kmg^^and the 
overweemng mfluence of Count Holcke, as awa- 
kened the most serious appiehensions in the minda 
of those who really felt for their country Matilda 

ranked Count Holcke as her most formidable 
enemy, and she strove m vain to prevent his accom- 
panying the king Count Charles Schak Rant- 
zau, governor ot Ghickstadt, a l^eneral m the 
army, a kmght of the mr^r of die Elephant, the 
head of oife of Ihe most mm<erful faradies under 
the Danish crown, beihg Sidbitious of povrer, * 
found means to induce Cotinj^blcke aiid'Enevold 
.Brandts to favor the appom^ent of doctor iTohn 
Frederick Strumisee^as phyaifQian inordmary.to 
the kmg, and to^ accompany, rhiB> ms^sty in die 
gr<aid t&ur'ihliCfae metlKtated through Holland, 
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firaa^ aud Grermatiy * Theie is 
.scarcely though the itpuEKidiate conse- 

quence qf'1^i8««tep was beuefioial jto Stniensee 
alone, that general Count Rantzau had lus own 
interest in view, and that he hoped, by the 
talents and influence of Struensee, to ascertain 
and counteract the machinations ol Count Holcke, 
and once more obtain a post of consequence in the 
court of Christian tite Seventh 

Struensee was a hbertme and a frcethmker . 


* The folio i^ing account of the unfbrluhatc cbunt Stmensee, and 
his father and brothers, is extracted froikif tlve ConverBicm of Struedscc, 
p W — 57 

Adam Stnienbee, liib father, was born at New Rippon, edu- 
cated at Bi^denburg, and studied M Halle and Jena In 1730 , 
he was made chaplain to Count Witgeiiatrin , he ^married the 
daughter of the count’s physician Frederick tile Piflh advanced 
hidi to thd high post of adporihleiidaiht two duchies, 

a rank^ nearly ecpiahto a Inshop , ? < 

Jidin Froderidc» after^ands CknintStnieqa^e, was bom at |IaUe„oa 
theStbof August, 1*^37, stiidi^ i^edicine^ was appointed phy^cian 
to the^fstr^etb of Rantza^i and Pinneber^ , resided at Altcna , in April, 
1768, was appointed physician to the king, — in May, 1769, 
"lecture lojalc on the 19th lifay, VfiOy bounsellor of conference, 
^nd nbntre Aii rec^ieste&^-^ia^Jalyt^*' 17^71, first nkinister of the 
ci'Otta, emtad a count^raad invested^ hy the qi^ien, with the 
ordoi:QfMhOldah--was}^ljqeBM^ 1773p,^n4bebea,d 

ad, thqS^Sth April fg]jowii^4^harlea S^ue^ee, now a minister 

of cmwn til8J7) in t*ruw^ wl6^ the rank of Won, was imm 
in 1735,— -was profe&boi of tnathematfesj ttt liignefitz, in ftlisia 
He wa^ ^afiy (6 DenmaA^Ty iy Straoaset^t ntade ^inikter of justice, 
^ ihe^asa wit|, a youngji^ |r(^r, 

4SJ whosi he W a ^ fcoj^^TguardSit j 
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he |iosses«ied‘ considerable dbjU tfeOhMe a 

ihVonte with this nobleman, Whoiittl ifib^l,were df 
the same loose stamp dolihtfla^^^ lit^ied his 
first cousin, the daughter of Una Other’s 'hfother. 
Count Oppendorff, of Kiel £t was rather a unioh Of 
the two estates of Rahtzhu Oppendurifahd R^t- 
zau Aschberg The count and c^unteSs had 
nbt been long married befbre she retired from fhe 
tmint’s ihsidencc Her husband ever nsed to 
speak of her as a good creature, a httle ^beside 
herself’ It was too probably his hbertme pursufts 
that destroyed her health, her peace, and afli^eted 
her intellects Me'irequently visited tiiie coutitess 
when he'wa^ neai heir residence, and shewed he? 
respect \vhen she Was no longer capable^ of ^b^ng 
gratified by his attentions \ ~ 

• Whertyeung, the count *wh8 a ver^ fine tnan 
was of a profuse dispdsition, carmg so httle ^bOnt 
money, that When he was colonel of a regiihen^ 
and wanthd ‘to light his pipe, if no other papb^ 
were within 'reach^ he would make uSe OfDUdfsh 
bank notes of ten, twenty*,' o' ttiSrty (dollars each. 
His purse and lus table Were always open tb hm 
iheuds He W!^ intinificeiit to the poof] a Ifbbm 
kuidlo&rd, a braVe ofScet,' htl^^plished cohitiib]!^ 
and a umversal lover He possessed that cool 
kind of courage which denotes the fijrmes| i^jrves. 
|£e had been fngagfd Id several duels,, sopiesof 
political, biut more of if IheexpirQar 

Sion may be»^owe4»> and moTeuthah nboa he ‘hid 
an opponeat dead at {ns feet., fn Qb% 
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d^jjphed the daughter of ^ gep* 
tlemai^ «Sv|ipjj|^ not avoid %Iitmg, ^ 

who rus|i^ l^pword of hi^.chij^’g l^etrayer, 
'the,<c,6gnt yrgs for a time iiiconeolah|le , he^tlirew 
himself ^_tjie/eet of thp widow with ^veiyi mark 
of ^emtenepA imploring her fprgivenesS) he mar« 
rie^ With-the left "hoMf the unfortunate lady he 
had jiei^uced, and, settled an ample provisipn oh 
the mother and her other children. Tune and 
new ^oura soon effaced fbe melancholy inspired 
this domestic tragedy, and the count becamo 
?l^s guys and dissolute as ever , 

Jdis estates were very ccmsideiahle, and Up 
pnueipally at Aschberg^ about lour English puhis 
frmn Ploen, and twenty from Lubeck. His i^si- 
dence ii^openhagen was the Princens Pglace, to 
^hp west of Chnstianborg;. At an pmly gge this 
distinguished nobleman served tbe emperor of 
Austna , He was at Petejrsburgh when Peter the 
T^ifd avowed his determmation to make war om, 
Denfnark for the recovery of the territories cedod 
10 V737, m H^lst^in aod<31eiswick > 

df thft eveijt&l .crisis^ count Charles Schs^ 

country g 
fitmfidence of pjrmcfl 

i 

“BlBtc, lictween'tltat of wfle and liiwtre?^ ’ m 
lfe^OnOflPjS#ftsny,^ii^ called' *■ ^'katrfkgh / usea 

«Aasa<a%ftdl ttfUllwa rktit‘ -it m 

4MllQl#VKd9 j fs^ nw oc d IMic(te«f<>«S 
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Orlofi and the empress, by> commiimeatii^< the 
^ret designs of the unfoitanate ethperory ivho/ 
true or false, was accused by<^Qunt Raatzau ol 
inteudmg to put the empress to death re- 

sult IS too well known to require repetition Petet 
was dethroned and murdered, his wife<ascended 
the throne ,* Holstein was sawed from invasion ; 
and the unoffending Hamburgers were 'forced to 
pay Frederic the fifth a million of doUars, be^ 
cause the autocrat of all the Russias had menaced 
Denmark with invasion l-'-Thus, in Russia too, he 
helped to depose a legitmate sovereign, and elevate 
a ^ . < and a . to an impemd 

throne Ten ^ars afterwards, he seized a 

young and interesting <jueen, the wife of his own 
sovereign, m the dead hour of sleep, and hurled 
her from a throne to a prison f Stiange events 
these to have fallen to one man’s share * It is 
neither •my object to vihfy the memory of this 
^extraordinary nobleman, nor conceal his failings 
He was a marked character; signalized from the 
ordinary herd of couttidrs by splendid qualities 
1 have never yet seen any thing like a correbt 
biographical sketch of hts eventfnl life , all' 1 can 
do rs to supply a few legdmg tl'aits,, duit may 


* To piova that Peter came to his death by natorid i^eans, his 
disconsolate widow, had his corse exposed naked to tlte*^ view of 
atf the \\ orld, althodgli a company of girnadters, with 
surrounded it on every ^ide, threa^Shg hutaat Qeaflf 
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perbap«4«ams4be mysterjr t|iat envelope his mo-> 
Uve'a^*ei!a^ii«e(^oa the fatal night that consignedua 
young^ffli^beemi^l qoeea to shame, ruint, and exile. 

It ks a&^sady mentioned, that in the spnng of 
1768» ODunt l^tmt^u was thecausi of StruenSee 
being placed neat the pecson of’ Christian the 
Seventh. It is probable that the real intention of 
Kantzau was to gam early and correct intelligence 
of the conduct of countd Holcke, Bernstordi 
Molckte, ‘i&c particulariy >the former, with the 
view of counteracting Holoke, and ingratiating 
himself with the queen Whether Strueusee had 
secret instructions or not, it iS' certain he omitted 
no opportunity of undermining Holoke m the es- 
teem of the king, for he was admirably calculated 
to perf<»m a secondary part, though wholly 
incapable of stnding the whirlwind and directing 
the storm 

During the kmg’s Atay at Pans; count Holcke 
fell under serious displeasure, and just then 
arrived the celebrated cqunt, then chamberlain 
v6n Brandt^ a.soit of dependant and parttzanof 
Rantzau’s, the bosOm friend of Struensee , a man 
of pOhahed manners/ imdaunted emirage, a deist 
as to religion, andi ao^ibei^me as to love. From 
the penod of Brandt’s arrival in Pans, the influ- 
ence of the giddy and voluptuous count Holcke 
was^'‘s&aken, and diminished, but the time of 
hri dismj^^ali and of Brandi’s elevation to his 

iH^.posl«iiad{POt.ththft arrived , 

Those politicians, > the counts .Bernstorff end 
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Molckte, saw without alarm the kmg’e 
liie gay and dissipated coidii 'Holder iBecause* 
absorbed in voluptuous {nirsoilSt' states* 

men thought him perfectly indt^S^rent to 'state 
affairs he might dissipate thp kmg*s treasureSk 
contaminate his morals^ and destroy his constitution 
without censure, as long as he did not presume to 
mterfere with the government of the kingdom. 

Count Rantzau took tlm best means m his 
power to convince queen Matilda of these facts , 
imd that the great object of each faction was to 
keep her majesty from meddling witli affairs 
of state. The partisans of Juliana have accused 
Struensee of transmitting anonymous letters to 
the queen, contaimng the most exaggerated pic* 
tures of the kings debaucheries, «md they have 
even asserted that Struensee himself was the m* 
stigator of the king’s most cnmmal excesses, 
on purpose that, on his return to Denmark, 
he might infect his queen ! aspersions which 1 
notice only to illustrate the rancorous malice of 
the enemies of Struenseet 

As to count Rantzan, he ft^lt sdl the esteem of 
an affectionate brother towards Frederic the Fifth, 
fie was not Ignorant of the b$iie deigns of Juliana 
Maria. He promised liet iymg husband on his 
oath, and his honor, that he woidd never desert 
his iavonte boy Chnstian. He ndw saw that son 
surrounded by dissolute minion8,who wmr# ui^ing 
hiq^lo destruction. It is th^fhre a^wable to 
tSat cofunt Banttsau had m dishonmrs^ 
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acted, ds it were behind the 
M Peeking 'to' obtsun power, fie 
vM^emf/^ita-IHflS ae pabbe ^ 

^ 'W ^ypiuhti^ b more ii'equent 
peit^Mlf^ut^^e^beiVreefi'^IntliaDd Struensee, 

• tfiem that,' insen- 
Iribl^ ftb fitii^ir^, Ddf merely an influence," but 
such hW df &yhb^ity bVe]^ the kin^, as u IniaD 
ihlght he' {^Opposed tb posti^ss 'wfiO is the keeper 
of anothf^’s honor; a Witness of hi^ Secret vices j 
and a mild and idoquent declahner agamst theih. 
And thmig^ the gidd/* prince tboklao palnS to iiii*^ 
prove his mind by thfe intercobllfse mth 
guished foreigners which hia rCcent tour had 
afforded, Struensee was not so remiss, bntVhilst 
he revelled in voluptu'otis pleasures, he dedicated 
a considerable part of Ms time to the acquirement 
of knowledge. During^ this tour, fiis manners, 
always insmuatmlf and'^pleasmg, had acquired a 
polish and dignity before unknown ^veh the 
giddy and dissoMte Count ISolcke perceived it, 
Struensee was a deist irhei^ a mere boy at 

and of course, hih Intercourse at l^aris with phi- 
losophers anct witii^' hicinased Ms rever- 

ence ibr tevoOledM^fif In ^dr^ Spuensee 

* ittumed td~Denm{tilb''a coi^pted afheist|^ and as 

Tefl&ed k sensna^t «us eW j^ioducCd' ^ 

bf fhd tfue siatl 4i^tlnngs ‘ 
thiffMMrmH tntrdboW<iibmahy wrftOrstohe-, 

Stru- ' 
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ensRe * It was a master strode of policy, iiqttf nded 
to blind and deceive counts Mol^te and BdfnstoriF;^ 
lor if the queen had shewn 'any tokena of pre-» 
feronce or solicitude, ere Struenseelb^ad mtr«aehed 
himself as it were in the good graoes of his itn- 
becile sovereign, the suspicions of Holcke would 
have been awakened, and means found to remove 
the intruder before ho had taken too deep root 

Such was the situation of affairs, on the return 
to Denmark of Christian the Seventh and his 
suite, at the beguinmg of 1769 

In proportion as the king declmed and dege- 
nerated in his physical and mtellectual powers, 
Matilda had made more than proportionate ad- 
vances Her person was much increased in 
height and breadth ; her air and appearance more 
dignified and imposing, her mind seemed to have 
acquired firmness, and, on their first interview, 
her conscious husband absohitely startled at the 
improved appearance of his queen reflectmg on 
his own imbecihty, he seemed half reluctant, half 
ashamed te meet her 

Unfortunate victim of the crimes of an unpnn- 
cipled step'inpther ! at; that mommit his whole 
system was tamted , and he should not have ap- 
proached lli^hlda, to tantalize her imagmation, 
and pollute her wlmlesome blood ! Like th^ snail 

* Aathcntik eluctArtioa of the lustoiy of cotmti Btraeoaee md 

:6i|aidt, p so 
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that crawls over* the blushing nectanue, he defiled 
his youthful bride , the poiscm, spreading through 
her veins, soon iljisp^yed its destructive influence 
To whomsoever had applied, of all the medi- 
cal men in Sesamrlc, Struensee was the man whom 
shh should have avoided 

Amongst ihe ladies with whom Matilda asso- 
ciated, her favounte was Madame Gohler,* the 
beautiful, accomphshed, fascinating and wanton 
wife of the general of diat name Philosoff the 
Russian mmister, and Struensee, were favoured 
rivals in this lady’s good graces, who made her 
charms subservient to her political views She 
aimed at supplantmg Count Holcke, to promote 
the influence of the queen, and through her favor 
to advance herself to the rank of chief female fa- 
vourite Her Russian lover declared against the 
queen’s interest, and on this account Madame 
Gohler eiieluded han from her boudoir , and Stru- 
ensee was prejEerred, much less from personal ad- 
vantages than the political power she hoped to 
obtain by making him her instrument Hie courts 
of Russia and France Were each supportmg their 
frivonte agento , thqfte were Bemstorff, Molckte, 

? i 

*La^GSUe?w«>aftUktimift«boiit97ye«nof4ige( herfigore, 
good, her complexion reinniEid>l]f i<lear end fine, ie«laMaim»Iland 
regokr, yet expreenve , her eyes daik end piercing, she was ra- 
ther too miwh inclined to e» bon pomt, her otyte drem was 
grently-nAnitod.*' General CKdiler was a good loobng man , ratha 
short msd stout, he caBsiHl^||ld the artillery, and resided in the 
Storm Gadan * 

. o2 
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Schimmelman, Thott, and Lanerig The Russian 
minister, imputing his defining mfiuenee witli. 
Madame Gohler to the sup^or aocomphshments 
of Struensee, and knowing that 'his rank as on 
ambassador forbade a pJnjsittan lifting an arm 
aqainst him, like a coivardly ruffiap, he fell urfh- 
waiesupon his rival, and gave him a vmy severe 
castigation with a cane , a mode of discipline to 
whichhe had himself often submitted at Petersburg 
fiom the hand of Petei the Third, m whose mur- 
der he was afterwards instrumental His asso- 
ciate Solder, was born m Holstein, and dismissed 
on<a charge of fraud and embezzlement, from his 
post as bailiff over the royal domain called Tnt- 
tau an appointment that marked the contempt 
lelt by Catherine and her mmisters towards tlie 
Danish courts 

Madame Gohler made love subseivient to am- 
bition she dismissed the Russian boyard the 
moment her interest required it and instead of 
monopol^ng the attentions of Struensee, she did 
all she oould to advanoe His mterest with the 
queen , to whom she spoke Of Struensee as a man 
worthy of the esteem amf confidence ijif any 
woman, and earnest^ adytai^, It^Taiilda to allow 
her to state her majesty s -ease to the general, that 
he might make it known to Struensee 

The intervievr that decided the fate of Matilda 
and Struensee took place, under the mediation 
of lady Gohler, m the kmg^s hunting lodge at 
Travendahl On this occasion Struensee adorned 
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his perton utritb more than common care , and he 
^ cer|filud7 librmed^ a striking contrast to the king 
*hi$ mastev, Sitmeixaee was full five feet ten 
inches high,aiid very robust, his complexion fair, 
his eye blue ^fiis luxuriant hair was flaxen, rather 
ntelined to yellow, a high forehead, prominent 
nose, welbfonned mouth, a good set of teeth * 
his personal defects consisted, m his appearance 
being too heavy to be graceful, his neck was short, 
and he was a little m-kneed from these particu- 
lars it will readily lie conceived that he made a 
better figure on horseback than on foot Stru- 
ensee took particular pride in dressing with ele- 
gance, he fenced aiid danced well , and whilst he 
was in England, he took lessons from Mr Astley, 
and greatly improved his horsemanship " He 
wore his haii dressed like the queen, namely, 
foul curls on each side, a high toupee, the hair 
behind plaited* and made fiuit with a comb , he 
wore a black silk waistcoat, small clothes and 
stockings, and a coat of blue cloth with gilt 
buttons, the suit which he then wore having been 
made by the first tailor m London Struensee was 
then just m the of his days , the glow of 

robust health tlpi^ed his flond cheeks, and spai- 
kled in hia fine blue eyes; and if he were not an 
Adorns, be was a noble looking fellow;, whose 

* In thie **,Clonvert$on Straentee” the portrait is rather a 
caricatiire thap a Iikeneas In Mr, Jena WollTa Northern Tonr, 
p 80, therejsa more nahlial rephaetitation, bat the attitude n 
bad E4tt«r ’ 
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physiognomy and manners were calculated to 
make too deep an impression on an amdcons, 
neglected, insulted, and injured woman 

It cannot be believed that Matilda attended 
this assignation without experiencing emotions 
painful and humiliating, and she inherited her full 
share of the hauteur that marks her family Stru- 
ensee was, of course, all deference , he said but 
little, for Lady Gbhler had beforehand appiised 
the quccii ol all the vices of her degenerate hus- 
band , polluting her ear by the description of 
habits, the very knowlc'ige of which was heretofore 
hidden from her, and which cannot be told by a 
woman of real modesty But the fair Matilda did 
not possess that extreme delicacy that would lead 
some females to perish by inches, rather than re- 
veal their sexual infirmities to a stranger on the 
contrary, she dtscoursed relative to her health 
with great composure But her bosom swelled 
with scorn and mdignation, and tears of anger, 
rather than sorrow, fell m profusion from her fine 
eyes, as Madame Gohler recited those disgusting 
articles of impeachment against Christian the 
Seventh, that are too indelicate to be inserted 
This fatal interview, brough^ about by lady Oohler 
to promote her own personal views, was the first 
important errbr committed by a young and inex- 
perienced queen Matilda’a first impidse was 
to write home to her mother and brother, and de- 
mand a separation, with hberty to retire to Bog- 
land Fhave ex|ienenced little else,’* said the 
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■queea, "than jnortifications the king’s family 
are^ secretly my enemies , the ministers of the 
V:rd^ are my enemies, and my husband is the 
'worst foe of alK 1 will take my child and quit 
these hated chores.” Whilst grief and indigna- 
tion thus shook her frame, Madame Gohler ap- 
peared atfected by the sorrows of Matilda almost 
as powerfully as the fair sufferer herself Stru- 
ensee stood m an attitude as if he were bowed 
down by grief his left hand pressed his bosom , 
with his nght he covered Ins face, as it were 
to conceal the tears that, whether they weie real 
or suborned, trickled down liis manly cheeks 
The hist burst of passion over, Matilda was 
pleased by the silent insidious homage paid by the 
accomplished Struensee. “You pity me. Sir,” said 
she, " Madame Gohler has convmced me Imw truly 
you arc ray friend be then my counsellor, as well 
as physician, and try if you cannot restore my 
peace of mmd, as well as health^” Struensee 
could scarcely conceal his transports Madame 
Gohler was m secret raptures at the complete 
success that appeared to attend her scheme 
Bowing lowlj, man attitude of classical propriety, 
the exulting flattery said, " It would ill become 
me, revered queN^n, to offer any other than pro- 
fessional advice , and were I to presume thus far, 
and offer n^y humble opimos, I could not improve 
upon your ovm notde and juht Intention of appeal- 
ing to the protection of yoar august family . but 
there mope j^int your majesty may 
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not have considered your infant, madam,! is the 
heir apparent to the crown of Penmark^andtnifiiild'' 
you resolve to quit these your^diild'tl^t 

be left behind ; left perhaps to penshtu^er thear 
cruelty who were the first great cause of all his 
royal father’s misfortunes*” • Struensee never 
looked better, or spoke more gracefuUy or impres- 
sively Matilda was overcome , she almost scream- 
ed, when by a master-touch Struensee alluded 
to hei separation from her husband and return 
to England, as necessarily Occasioning a separation 
from her beloved child ’ All the fears of the tenderest 
mother rushed jn a fiood to her agitated bosom . 
she almost screamed as with a convulsed voice, 
she exclaimed, “ Never, qever, will I abandon my 
child Madame Gohler "vrept m silence Stru- 
cnsee, when Matilda appeared more calm, bade 
her assume her proper station, banish Count 
Holcke, and gradually take the reina of govern- 
ment into her own hands , which, said he, your 
unhappy lord will nevpr more be m a condition to 
exercise tellmg the afflicted queen that although 
the king might live many years, yet he thought 
his intellectual faculties could never be restored 
Madame Gohler* then, with earnest humility,, 
entreated the queen not to quit q court of which 
she was the pride and ornament, and leave her 
child and friends to the me^y of Juhana. This 
name, as by magic, roused al|, her pnde and re- 
sentment "No*” sfdd Matilda with energy, “I 
will not fie-i* I wi|l face mj files, and cdnquer them 
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or periNb !*" This was the very point to which 
Mih|||9^d GoMhP’ah^ Struensee wished to work 
herofi^liti^, be to God • for this re- 

solve/’ excl{dliied> iho beauleous Dane, as she 
dropped on h^r knee to promise, in the name of 
her Creator, etethat fidelity to her royal mistress 
and her child ’StFuensee, whose heart was 
really touched, sobbed audibly Secretly soothed 
by this proof of attachment and sensibility, Ma- 
tilda extended her hand, saying, ** Ilenctfoith be 
you my KrughtJ* Struen:^, dropping on his knee 
opposite to Madame Gohler, bedewed her hand 
with tears, as he breathed a solemn oath to, be a 
tri]^ knight to his que^n * , This interview decided 
the destmy of Matilda and Struensee , though pro- 
bably at this moment, not ohe of the interesting 
groupe harboured a thought of the consequences 
that ensued From this moment Uie intercourse be- 
tween Matilda andStfuensee grdtr more lir^dent, 
her health was st^ restored, and he that vrajs her 
physician, gamed her heart *j(!he ^enuras young, 
her passions St their flood, fief ffeehn^ violent,* her 
judgment weak, as must ever be the cahe where our 
passions are stronyg enoagb tiii^oh4uc ouf reason 
And if efer a vfoman minted f^ddn fm a frailty, 
it was Matilda, (by one look at such a female^ 
and such a hu^ba^f Iqt them consider her tainted 
by a loathsome diseatte',, uubosomi^g herself to a 
man ofbighendowmen^j j^'tiiefioeirer of manhood. 
The temptaticbwas too for human nature, 

under such ejhcttihstanoen,^to itesist > she yielded, 
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and /ftey fell but that Deity who filled tjheir to® 
'susceptible heaits with those watja passi^^lhajt 
precipitated them from th^jy^es^te, 
from his tablets the record*'4>f arime, whicli 
IS amply expiated by their sttflfenngs If Matilda 
had been of moie mature years, if , her passidhs 
had been less ardent, a proper himse of her duty 
would have curbed resentful feellr^s, for it cannot 
be doubted that the vast distance between their 
stations, and the solemn nature of his duties as 
physician to the king her husband, must have re- 
strained Struensee, and kept him m awe, however 
ardent weie hn passion, or daring his ambition 
Real, m-born modesty is one of the sweej^^st 
graces, as well as the strongest guards, of female 
chastity Perhaps , the palaoe» of kings and 
princes are not the places where this virtue thnves, 
thence, Matilda, even were she deficient in that 
quidity, is rather an object of coinpassion than 
censure Madam Gohler was an able auxiliary; 
and if Struensee brought his deistical principles 
into play, if he were able, ^ I have been assured 
was tlie case, to eradicate 1h>m her mmd aQ be- 
lief in revealed .rehgion and a state of future 
pnnishihent or reward, |h^ indeed the £prtress 
was dismantled, and>;when WbS^dckhy the traitor 
passions within, inoapahlc of' tresisfancel—lt la 
readly hard to dec^ wheie the preponderating 
we^t of Mauie Tlia firtl'itnpulse of Matilda’s 
feelings, in the eveatful Interview ai TravendahU 
took a^^per direction which Madame Gfdhler 
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and Stcuensee’s insidious council turned aside, 
thur penod> the disposition of Matilda 
idilt mueh'Ctf fhat gentleness and good nature 
which distingliialied her on her first am\al Her 
carriage had become more bold and confident , her 
tenlper more quick, jsevere, and imperious It is 
not likely she ever felt a very strong affection 
towards a worn out debauchee, who grew tired of 
her before the honey-moon expired, and it is 
consistent with the deaded character of Matilda 
to imagme, when she found her blood tainted, 
with a loathsome disease by tm imbecile and 
depraved husband, that every vestige of respest 
vamshed, and hatred, scorn, and the fiercest tlbrst 
of vengeance, took its place in her bosom The 
enemies of Struensee accused him of havmg» 
through Count Charles Sohak Rantzay, commu- 
nicated to the queen all the follies and vices that 
disgraced her husband dunng his travels the pre- 
cedmg year These accusations^ hke a multitude 
more with which the memory of the guilty 
favonte has been loaded, had probably no othm* 
foundation tiian the black and homble malice of 
his enemies, whd literally carried their enmity 
beymid the grave, ^ ' 

. Matilda must have made unequivocal advances 
to Struensee * but let not her memory be stis^nar 
tised by tips remark* fou if she resolved to transfer 
to him the heart that hethusbaod had reimqmshed, 
it was then her buriness tOsave the man to whose 
affections she aspired, the guilt and peril of se- 
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dueing her Theee facts, however, offer no apology 
for her lover What insult, wrong, or provds^tioji 
had he to plead With all fanlta, the hin^lhaii 
been to him a kind mas^r* 1 JSo ouglit to have 
warned the young and in:»tated .queen of the 
fearful precipice she was^ A 9 C 0 nding, ^ StruenSee 
was guilty of the inost heinoujs, breach of faith 
that can be conceived, and,(%e had neither the 
levity of youth, nor the want of a thorough know- 
ledge of the world, to plead fia an excuse for his 
dehnquency. Struensee wao as great a sensuahst 
ashis royaljnaster,buthe hadmore self-command, 
and husbanded his stoch of health and manhood 
with more ^Ih, This mqienor judgmmit blackens 
the turpitude of Struensee’s 0(^duct It was im- 
possible for him to stifle the voice of honour m his 
conscienoen* even if he were ftver so firmly resolved 
to disregard its.diotafes i nor could he blmd him- 
self to the daggers that Imaet hnn on every side # 
dangers that were so fornudalde and so pidpable, 
that when his principles proved too much relaxed 
to restrain his licentious pftssions, common sense, 
supplymg the place of honesty m many cases, 
warned bun in vam to desist. 

Stniensee, in hisde^ncs^ affirmed, and pro* 
bahly with justice, that during his attendance on 
the king on his travels, he stroye by every means 
m lus power to wean him fjrdmbis vicious propen- 
sities, wammghim of that Swiilt and sure destruc- 
^on in which their continuance would involve 
I both ^y and mind Happy hM it been fur 
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^4 Matilda if he could have subdued 

lbs t»d(|iter {>assioQ» and taught the young 
to her mdiotive feelings* 
and avoid d!sho&htif,>lf he had pursued this di- 
rect, straight' ^Sid l^orable course , i]^ with all 
the* pathos and eloqti^ceof which he was master, 
he bad told the*queeit that his life she might com- 
mand, but his honour he must preserve, and that, 
although as an humble fnend he might serve her, 
as a lover he should entail eternal rum and dis- 
grace on both their heads; it is highly probable 
that pnde would have averted the calamity and 
disgrace that Ibllowed , and Struensee, fa!ithlul to 
his sovereign, and rei^ected bythe woman whom 
he had saved from di^no'tir, might still hare 
gratified the utmost scOpeof laudable ambition, 
and lived and died honored and respected : in- 
stead of which, with his eyes open,' he rutiied 
upon mfamy and destruetiott, dragging his unfor- 
tunate queen with him to perdition. 
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CHAP VI 


Melancholy state oj the kmg — A royal tour to the 
Duchies Holstein and Sleiswtck — Count Rani- 

zau's hospitality — History of Goarrmnd, the hinges 
favotUe dog. — Anecdi^es the court — A Circa i- 

Mon princess '^Altered manners of Qjueen Alatilda 
wears lecdhmt smaU^cUdbest and sits her horse like 
a man — Prosperity nwre drfficult to endure than 
adverse — l^ruensee and Brandt achnonished by 
Count Rantzau — The last interview ' a dream — 
The arrest of Matilda, Sfruens^, and Branch 

IT IS exceedingly difficult to comprehend the real 
state ofthekmg'sintellects at thispenod of Ins life * 
tus senses were so fiir *'nhnpaired that he knew 

i 

* Conot Reread htd s daagbtw wbo 1*8$ a conned idiot, 
iho was moenlated fir the nnaU (tat, ud had siniy fine ^ this 
being communicated to Fredeodk the fdtilt, he bad matter taken 
from her nnn for tha inoeuktion of ha son CAmtian Strong preju* 
dices prevailed at that time against the psacl&Wt «» the score of its 
tngiikf, and the anbseqnmit decay oi mftdleet that befel this pnnee 
wia ailltedlotha penon being an idiot fiom whom the wfeebon 
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every fcpdy With whom he was acquainted, and 
coixv^lSKd rationally enough on common-place sub- 
had tli4e md«t fixed abhorrence of public 
business, and signed his name without investiga- 
tion to every, thing proposed by his ministers 
Ddrmg his r^ent tour through the principal parts 
of Europe, his excesses of every hind ueie 
multiplied, and those secret vices to which 
111 early youth he was initiated through the wick- 
ness of Juliana, grew so strong upon him, that 
even the presence of his attendants was no re- 
straint upon their filthy indulgence, and as though 
nature intended a two-fold punishment for those 
who so scandalously violated her laws, the effect of 
these vices smite the understanding and paralyze 
the intellectual, as well as the physical faculties. 
During the seven months that Christian jhe Seventh 
spent m his travels, his mind was kept in a state of 
intense exertion by tbe fascinating objects that 
every hour assailed his senses. He seemed un- 
usually depressed and abashed when he first saw 
the queen and hts child, after lus return from 
France The excessive draughts upon his spirits 
accelerated the catastrophe, and he declined ra- 
pidly from that period , which change was, by the 
.enemies of Matilda und Struensee, imputed to 
drugs admimstered by tlieir orders, and to the 
brutal coercion to which he was saljeoted. He 
was reduced to a state of incapacity to govern, 
before Matilda and Struensee seized the helm.: 
but he was not in a conditaon that requiied the 
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Tigdance of a keeper , From being quick and 
Sjsnsitive, he grew dull, ' lethargic, sulm^^and 
dreadfully furious if greaQr jtiatated ^ 

Whilst Struensee was Imd of the ascendant, 
the king was held in a state of bt^ral confinement, 
debarred from the intercourse and society of 
every one save those who ware placed about his 
person by the queen and Matilda yet, during 
all tha,t period, he dined m pubUc.with the queen, 
accompanied her in the field sports to which she 
became so much addicted, jt^eared at the French 
and Italian operas, danced at then balls, and took 
part in their card parties put httie if any atten- 
tion 'was paid to what he said, except as far as 
his wants were concerned; and all the subaltern 
attendants and domestic servants had orders 
never to speak to the king* One Sunday, coming 
from the royal chapel, the king turned t^e wrong 
wayf and lost himself in the vast passages of bis 
enormous palace: seeing Struensee*s valet, he 
asked him, m a mild and melancholy tone, to 
shew Mm hiS way tn his^apartment This per- 
son, a young, handsome, gay ll^orwegiaQ, and a 
ikvonte and humble .confi^nt of ,his mastei, 
respecbPdlly, but in profound siiesice, comphed 
wid> tha mmiardi’s request^ and conducted him 
to his magnifleent prison 

Not f&fig after the wasteful and impolitic tour 
to Ei^Wd, France, &c the court went on a jour- 
neyftl&QUgh Holstein and ^Slmswick, during 
which' tke kmg and queen paid a visit to Count 
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Rantzs^u at his prinqipal country residence Asch- 
berg* ’ The mansion was neither very large 
•nor magnificent The old edifice was much in 
the style of gentlemen’s houses in England of the 
seventeenth century the new house, as it was 
called, was connected with the ancient stiucture, 
and consisted of a suite of four tolerable rooms on 
the giound floor, and as many above this build* 
mg was allotted to the king and queen, and their 
principal courtiers, as Brandt, Struensee, &c 
Amongst the females was the lady of General 
Gohler, and the wife of counsellor Fabricius,i a 
gay intriguing woman, whose husband was one of 

* The family ol llant/au wdh one of the celebrated in Hoi* 
stem, not only foi diitiquity and the evtent of their possetssions but 
for the number of wdiiiois and statesmen it produced The gar- 
dens at Abchberg ^\ele as much celebrated ii^*t})at» country as 
those of Stow in England In the centre was a conical hill» per- 
haps an ancient tumulus, ro^nd which a spiral walk led to the sum- 
mit This mount was planted with ash-irees , berg signifies a 
mountain, and the name of this count> either gave its appella- 
(loji to, 01 was derived fiom this mount On the top was a lural 
bower From this mount there was a fine view over the lake of 
eight miles breadth, diversified by woody islands and pictuiesquo 
shoies. From the post road, a double low of ^ enerabic elms foimed 
a noble avenue that led to the principal entrance At a smait dis- 
tance uvas a tolerably good mn, where the domestics of the king and 
his nobles lodged, and which, m summer time, was generally full of 
company from Lubeck, Hamburgh, dtc who were attracted by the 
rural beauties of Aschberg Editor 
t Tins gentleman was possessed of yety superior talents, be was 
Sfruenw 'Jj confidential adviser, whose ftll Involved hitn m mm 

ir 
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Stiueubcess Loiifidentidl friends Count Uaut/dU 
himself was the most finished libertine of the age J 
but even that expeiienccd courtiei saw withjsui-> 
jmse the bold and altcied manneis of the young 
<^ueen, and the licentiousness that reigned amongst 
hci female tiain It was the opportunities that 
this Holstein joinney, and the resideure of the 
court at his house, affoi ded to the count of ob- 
serving the conduct ol Stiucnsce and the queen, 
that convmted him he had mtioduccd an agent 
who would soon tower high above hinisclf, and 
piobably kick down the ladder by which he had 
been raised His suspiuons once awakened, he 
watched the proceedings of Stiuensee and the 
queen, which^ confirming his jealous fears to then 
utmost extent, soon eradicated every feeling of 
friendship towaids Struensee, and mits place im- 
planted tliiOsS deadly feelings of hatred which, at no 
very distant day, led to the destruction of the in- 
cautious pair 

During the residence of the court at the 
counts mansion, he or'* day found jneaus, in 
spite of the vigilance of ^ Brandt and Struensee, 
to obtain an hours conversation with the ku;^. 
Count Rantzau knew his, weal^ness too well* to 
commit hiittself m any way , all he wished was to 
ascertain the ^tate of the king's mind, wlio,* 
pleased, with the puerile amusements that wer^t 
p^yided, seemed^ perfectly indifferent to every 
t^g yl^ e, Rantzau gazed the, emasculated 
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being with looks fraught with more meaning than 
,hislvords, and tears trickled down his furrowed 
‘clieeks The kmg seemed affected, for a mo- 
ment, the former sensibility and vivacity of his 
character illnmined his dimmed eye aiid pallid 
tfieck He seized the count by the hand, and 
>aid — “ You were a true friend to my father, you 
will never be an enemy to me “ Never, srfe’ 
never will I hesitate to saterihce ray life in your 
defence Then falling on one knee, he diew an 
antique ring fiom his finger, lind put it on the 
king s, saying in a solemn manner, " This ring, 
sire, was given me by youi royal father wherf I 
leturned from Russia, and when, by fortunate ex- 
ertions there, I was the humble means of averting 
a gi eat calamity that threatened his throne deign 
to wear this for my sake, and for your father’s , 
and if ever your majesty thinks yourself in dan- 
ger, and you waht the assistance of Ranttau, send 
this ring to roe, and I will flee on the wings of af- 
fection and loyalty to your aid ” Rantzau had 
scarcely wiped the falling tear awny, ere the 
king, hearing fbothteps approach, fell off at once 
into his idiot state, and running to a canine friend 
of his that wastiasking in the sun, took hitti round 
thbneck, hugging him with ardour, and callm^him 
lus faithful guard This uncommon doj^ was liver- 
coloured, of prodigious height and size, his broad 
chest shewed all the strength of the 'English 
maiitiff, his form, the elegance of the greyhound ‘ 
Such \^as the king’s favourite dog, called Oouf- 
H 2 
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mmid Gouimand* had a carnage for his sole 
use when the king- travelled, and a lacquey to at- 
tend him, he was served with food from the 
king s table, and was often fed by his ro} al master s 
hand In the midst of regal etaquette. Gourmand 
alone acted without restramti though generally 
with distingmshed decency heSwould, when he 
pleased, stretch his fine-foimed limbs on the same 
iich sofa where his masiei i echoed, and then no 
one daied approach till he awoke He was play- 
some, docile, mid ittcottupltkly faithful to his 
master the 'only 6ne of all the king’s attendants 
of *whom so mu'ch might be said with any regard 
to historical trutli 

The partisans of Bernstoifi, of Molckte, and of 
Juhana, in densioh of Struensee’s new bom ho- 
nor, dubbed tins four-legged favorite of their 
sovereign. Monsieur Gourmand, Confermtte ^ad, 
1 £ Mr. Gourmand, pnvy counselloi to the king 
Such was the animal, and such the honors 
paid to him by Christian the Seventh, to which 
he hastened abnost before Rantzau had done 
speaking , a circumstance that led the count to 
tWk that the king was apprehensive of danger, 

* Gourmand, on account of hib beauty and {^i^antic bize, wab 
prc^oiitod to the ki^g by a nobleman ^'^ho icsidcd at or near to 
Lubeck aftci the fall of Stiucnscc the Kiiifij was depmed of his 
favonjle dof? which was retmned to the person by whom it had 
beei^{irese'ited It is said that this dog leaped on and seized an os* 
ai a inasquarada m 197^9 Was there with a view to 
kiUlhe^kiie j JEdttor 
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and fully comprehended the meaning of the 
counts gift It would 'be difficult to conceive a 
• more distressing spectacle, than that presented to 
a contemplative mind m the wreck of this gay 
young monarch, now became an object of fixed 
aveision to his wife, and of secret scorn to his 
own menials Enfeebled as he was in mind and 
body, he had yet sufficient consciousness to feel 
at intervals dll the misery of his degraded con- 
dition, though he wanted resolution to quit those 
abhori ent vices by,which it was produced From 

this moment, till the fatal 17th of January 1772, 
the king took no particular noti&e of the coant, 
but the ring 'cept its place on his finger j^ring 
the stay of the court at Aschberg, Count Rantzau 
spared no pains nor expence to render his abode 
agreeable to the young queen Each day had its 
peculiar festivities and amfisements’, music, hunt- 
ing, fishing, sailing on the lake, and rustic sports, 
which more than any pastime, pleased the imbe- 
cile king The queen, fully satisfied with the 
magnificence and respect with which Count 
Rantzau had entertained her, — little dreaming of 
the share that her attenfive host was to have 
in her approaching fall, — gave him a superb snuff- 
box, richly set with brilliants, that had cost her 
husband a thousand guineas m London Count 
^Rantzau followed the court in its progress m 
his mind he anticipated more than all the sad re- 
su^s that flowed tfom the imprudence of Struen-. 
see and Hlfitilda but, keeping these thoughts* 
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close, and his oomitenance open, he eluded the 
vigilance of Struensee, Brandt, and even the lynx- 
eyed Lady Gobler. All the party, Rantzau ex- 
cepted, were young and in 'the prune of life they 
were all the willing slaves of voluptuousness, 
all engaged in amatory pursuits and hence it is 
no wonder that an old experienced courtiei, who 
felt himself thrown out by the instrument he had 
chosen to forward his own ambitious yiews, his 
mabce sharpened by jealousy and desire of re- 
venge, should be able to uut-general the giddy, 
gay, and wanton tram, who filled the groves with 
music, love, level^y, and song 

rapid advancement of Struensee I 
shall say nothing, because the subject has been 
exhausted, and there is nothing new to say l,i 
shall therefore glean together such, particulai 
facts that. are no where else to be found, and 
which may possess sufficient interest, m the esti- 
mation of a tasteful reader, to atone for the want 
ol histoncal importance 

From the time ^at Qaeen Matilda became the 
assoaate of Madame Gdhler, FabSricius, and other 
ladies of 4heir gay ca6t,^and after the mfiuence 
oT Struensee hafl attained that iparked prepon- 
derance that was sufficiently potent to banish 
Bernstorff and Molckte to their respective estates> 
and tajpaonopolize the exercise of sovereign power, 
the>{^(m of Matalda, her temper, manners, pnn-, 
tQ.undergo,;i:a total and 

'^^fl^dvantageous change Notwithsi^dmg the 
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daily exercise she took, either bttfitin^, or tiding 
jon horseback, Matilda j^ew extremely corpulent, 
hnd was become" so much tallei aiidlargfer than 
when she arrived lU' D-mark in 1766/' that a 
person wlio Imd ifot seen the queen the last 
five years would scfa^fccly have been able to recog- 
nise her Matilda, tft her atfiie, was always gay 
and tasteful , and on occasions truly magnificent, 
adopting a medmin between the fashions 'of Lon- 
don and Parts " Her Complexion was exquisitely 
fair , and it was a disadvantage to her beauty, 
that the fashions of the day obliged her to hide 
the colour and texture of her ftah silver tresses 
under a load of powder and pomatum Matilda 
looked handsome m any proper dress, and truly 
noble m hei gala robes In hei common evening 
dies'*, she adopted that of the couit of Versailles 
She had a bosom such as few men could look on 
without emotion, mr women without envy r and she 
displayed morc> of its naked charms than sorter 
modesty could approve, far more than 
the Danes bhd’ dver witnC'Jsed in -the pre- 
ceding queens* '■» "Sophia M^dalena, Louisa, or 
Juliana Making nd allowance for the progress of 
luxury smd change of mannetr^ grave and il- 
■ lilferal censured the- 'fiar ^ng* queen* for that 
winch "delighted the* young and gay^ ^Matilda 
was U resolute and fearless horsewoman It is 
believed that Struensee first led het^, tb'Sd amross 
hef Inyse, like 4 matfi-"no»'ddttbb thw mUscvdnN * 
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habit, that was confined to the laboimg farmcis’ 
wives and daughters, was adopted for security's 
sake but it gave great and general offence to all 
the middling and higher classes of females Per- 
haps hef masculine and indelicate appearance, 
dressed in kcAhei n small-clothes,* hooted and spur- 
led, iidmg across a horse, did her more mjuiy in 
public opinion, amongst the elegant and cultivated 
of her own sex, tlian her undue preference of 
ii^truensee a proof that, in an age of aitificiaX de- 
licacj, the want of morals may soonci hope for 
{itirdou than of decoium 

« The queen grew excessively fond of hunting, 
and the court, in cveiy thing magnificent, kept 
up three establishments , and lor each of those, 
there was a separate umforro, on a very costly 
scale the lively of which were as follows, viz 
The uniform for the king’s stag hunt was a 
buff coat, light blue collar and cuffs, the coat 
trinuned all round with silver lace, scolloped, 
coat lined wit^^ bide, blue waistcoat, laced, 
leathern breeches , ^ocked-hat^ laced ^ black 
cockade. 

» 

* lo opp^tioQ,^to want ol candour ;n which too many 
historians are too (o indulge, we need only take the testimony oi 
living witnesses who can vouch ior her imprndpnt condutt, md 
iiant of^bltc'de^ncy on many occasions a woman who could 
a«tanMis^&d nS& tn culottes at the head of her ^ards, Can ccr> 
4aii;l|||||S)t be aaid M have nkany pi'etetision& to female delicary — V idc 
^prtliemlW, {s 81 ‘ 
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The unitoini for the hare htint "tvas k green 
vehet coat and waistcoat, leatkern breeches, 
blow n top boots, cdcked hat, greeu cOcfcade 

The falcon, or hSwk hunt MifCrm ^aa the 
most magnificent, being crimson velvet, with 
green cuffs and collar, trimmed with gold lace 
h athem breeches , gold-laced cocked-hat , green 
cockade 

When Matilda rode a hunting, she was dressed 
at all points as tt man * Her hair was dressed With 
less powder, and pinned Dp clbse^v but in the 
usual style, i e side curls, toupee, and turned up 
behind she woi e a dove bolour beaver hat, with 
a deep gold band and* tassels, a long scarlet 
coat, faced with gold all round, a bud*, g<dd- 
laced waistcoat , fnlled ‘*;hivt, and man’s necker- 
chief, buckskin small-clothes and spuxs That^he 
made a noble figure mounted on a majestic steed 
and dashing through l^e woods after the chace, 
her cheeks flushed with ruddy health and vio- 
lent exerci'^e, may readily be conceded but 
M hen she walked, the charm was dissolved her 
abdominal rotundity, and knees that tunied too 
much inwaid, spoiled her figure, and gave her an 
awkward gait the eahes of her legs were of sur- 
prising circtiteiference ; her ancle ’large, her foot 
short and chu'bby 'The king’s^ dre^s w;as also a 
scarlet coat, buff waistcoat, and bi^pkakp breeches 
but so diminutive was bis appearaoicer compared 
with his wife, that he looked like a stnplihg 
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Stiuensee dressed m the uniform of the hunts that 
her attended, and was the inseparable companion 
of the queen, with whose person his‘ robust figure' 
accorded fisur better than that of hor husband 
Although Straensee asserted, in his defence, 
that his Only object was to promote “union and af- 
fection between tlie king and quhen, it was noto- 
iious that the king was utterly disiegarded, and 
that, even at table, the only pdace where they 
legularly met, seldom a word passed between 
them, and if they met m the galleries of the: 
palac c or elsewhere, they generally passed with- 
oui speaking >' 

Matilda grew very despotic after the eleva- 
tion of Struensee Not only were all the atten- 
dants forbidden to speak to the king on pam cd 
aibitrary imprisonment, but also to her son, the 
crown prince Frederick It happened one day 
at Fredericksberg palace, that the boy fell down, 
and cned out lustily ^ Struensee’s favourite valet 
chanced to see bnn«, «nd set the little fellow 
on his feet. Matilda anu Struensee saw the trsms- 
action from the windows of the palace, and an 
officer was ordoted by the queen to send the 
valet to the filue Timer ^ a civic prison near 
the long ,bndge> where disorderiy ^tersons wero' 
confined .Thithec. he was sent, and there he 
foupd /hi# of-the English postillions, named Wil- 
Iianak^^antth, .fiirho, forgetting the roytds orders. 

passage m the rear of thc>^queen’s 
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apaitments leading to the stablea. The queen 
qnd Struensee wece there, walking' arm in larra, 
ih deep conversatiiQii, Fof thia breach of orders 
he Avas sent to the Bhie Tower,> on bread and 
water diet, winch not suiting Smith’s stdmach, 
he 'wrote on the wall, with a piece of charcoal 
in EngUeh, the following couplet, i e 

The queen, Brahdt, and S^rnentee, 

May itbfk de\ il talvc oQ the throe 

Smith broke prison, and ran away Matilda 
then ordered a pnsou-room to be fatted up at 
Hirscholm palace, for the confinement of her ser- 
A'ants It happened once that a lacquey entered 
a room on some occasion, when the queen was 
there, erpecttng Struensee ‘ enraged at the disap- 
pointment and exposure, she caused the poor 
menial to be imprisoned and fed on ‘bread and 
watei , a diet that might have been still more 
proper for herself Fiom these sources, in spite 
of the terrors excited by blue towers, or strong 
rooms, various scandalous repoffte got m circula- 
tion, highly to the prejudice of the queen and 
Struensee 

There are plenty of views of the great palace 
of Chriatianborg to be founds by any of which, 
•the plan of thatimge and magnificent structure 
may be understoodL* It consisted of six stones 
above the vanlts three of those were extremely 
large and» lofty, and dedicated to state-purposes 
three smaller stories ran between, not more than 
eight feet high, called the Messenin storm, where 
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the state ministers and royal attendants had suites 
of rooms the qtieen‘S apartments were m the 
grand (or east) front, on the second great story 
the king’s were on the same door, but farther to 
the south the royal chapel formed another divi- 
sion of this vast palace a lower stnictiu e, or wing, 
under which was one of the entrances to this huge 
structure, formed a continuation of the Messeniii 
story Struensee’s apartments wcie in the Mes- 
senin story, opening into the grand passage lead- 
ing to the royal chapel, and next to the queen’s 
apartments Count Brandt’s apartments were on 
*the same story, adjoining Struensee’s, but next 
the chapel from Stniensee's bed-room, there 
was a concealed staircase that led to the queen’s, 
by means of which, if he had not been surprised 
in his sleep, he might have escaped 

Struensee was never appointed tutor to the 
crown prince, the child being only fbiu years 
old when that iavountc fell but, young as he 
was, the prince had an aversion to Struensee that 
could not be subdued no doubt, in defiance of all 
precautions, the attendants had told him that 
Struensee was a bad man ; mr could his mother 
make him call her favourite either Giaaf* or 
Excellentje, but always ** the Doctor,'* and that, 
with a, tone 6f maiked contempt'' 

Under Stniensee’s directions, the’young pnnee 
was treated in a very hardy manner* k compafnon 


* Coimt, 
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M'as assigned him, ^soldier’s chUd,.>;;hose name was 
Edward, this bay yira^ ballad a prince, he was 
diesscd m the same plain uniform as the crown 
prince, eat of the same dish lyith him, and slept 
on the same . mattress This experiment ^vas 
made with a view to repress, in his earhest years, 
those exalted notions of self-importance, that had 
pioved so fatal to his unhappy lather, and it 
seems to have answered its intended object, as 
our present beloved king is univei sally acknow- 
ledged as the least haughty or assuming of sove- 
reigns. These pair of little men, the pseudo, and 
the pnnce-born, frequently contended for masteiy 
One day, when they had fought with greater fury 
than usual, Frederick asked Edward how he dared 
raise his hand agamstAw prince ’-—“A pniicel” re- 
plied the other, 1 am a pnnee as woH as you •” 
" Yes, but I am crown prince,” rejoined 
Frederick, and fell upon him again when he had 
owned himself conquered Matilda hearing of 
this, had the little urclun sent for to her apart- 
ment, as well as his companion, insisting that he 
should beg pardon of Edward Frederick refused 
to submit to her award, and the queen, provoked 
by his stubbornness, beat him severely he was 
. conquered, hut not subdued. As he withdrew, he 
turned his eyes resentfully towards Struensee, 
a,nd said, “ rijl go to the king, my father, and tell 
him, who shall send that nasty doctor away from 
you ” By means of these seventies, Matilda, in 
his days of infancy, lost his affections, so much 
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so, that if he were very unruly, his attendants, 
perhaps as much from njl^gaant feelings as igno> 
ranee, used to threaten to ^iike hiin to the queen*! 
The probability however is, that to the system 
thus introduced, this prince fS indebted for the 
strength he afterwaids acquired as previously 
he v<?as a weakly, puny child t Very cross and 
humorsome, continually crying J Would not walk, 
hut cried till he was carried , and even ai' two 
yeai old, the attendants, to mak^him quiet, used 
to tell him, “ Your mama shall 'tOme to you ” 'tti 
get over these hindrances to his health and iiitcl' 
ieets> StruCttsee, with the approbation of the 
queen, made a total change in the child’s regimen ' 
his food thenceforth was of the most plain and 
simple description, such as bread, rice, fruits, 
milk, vegetables, all cold he was bathed in cold 
water two or three times each week, tili'kt last, 
he would go of himself to the bath* the bo^s 
were very light clad ; and the last winter, had 
neither shoes nor stockings, nor fire ‘ in their 
room * every thing was permitted that they coUld 
prepare or produce by their own power if they 
cried for any thing th6y desiredi it was not given 
them; nor were they corrected’, menaced, or 
coaxed if they fell, there they laid till they got 
up by their own help , no one Wks to show any 
concern, «r say any thing* about it the crown 
pnnee and his comrade played together, in 

* Venmtwortq.iUig' des Grafen StntenKe an die Koniglicke 
couimWioir, p 98, 99, 
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clieshing and m eating they as»stecl each, other, 
their apai tment being fref,from any thing wh?ineihy 
they could, injure themselves, they were not dis-> 
turbed whatever uoise they, made j ami.,theUr 
sohtary life sopn reconciled them after their .petty 
quarrels both were called by their qhnstian 
names only theywerje accustomed to see stran- 
gers, by which means confidence and ease were 
acquired his education was to commence m his 
sixth year , pnor^ to which he was left to the 
effects of his ownexpenertc^ttemperate diet^ and 
exercise they i»eie mostly left by themselves; 
by which means the fear of darkness. >was ret 
moved, and the attendants were forbidden to 
play or converse with them After the introduction 
of this system, the.crown prmce was seldom ift; 
and with the exception of one oi two dight indis>* 
positiondjT his health was uninterrupted he had 
the small pox from moculaltwHi, e«tiemely light, 
and also the measles he had acquired as much 
knowledge as could be expected Irom lus tender 
ye^s, could dress and undress himself without 
assistance , and gp up and down the great staur- 
case of the palaqe m a steady and careftil manner, 
and was capable of nveiy thing that could be* 
^ expected from a child of his years hia health wan 
improved, his temper and bad hsdHts corrected , 
and the utmost car©) takem that Ins in&nt mind 
should not be iidlated wfth vanity .by .adulation 
and high titles, through, which the mpfula nf 
princes are so frequently vitigtediu thfii^.inlanpy 
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It redounds to the honor of StrueiKiee, th^kt his 
enemies, paying their cmirt to the prqudices of 
the most illiterate and ignorant of the peoplo, 
actually made dus system a capital charge agauist 
him, falsdy and absurdly afB^ing„tliat it endan- 
gered not only the health, but ’the life of the 
prince 

During the residence at Hirscholm palace, of 
Matilda and the court, in 1776,>a black boy, tntro- 
duced by Count Brandt, was constantly with the 
king . the presence^! this youth,^;^d the occasion 
of It, gave rise to many strange conjectuies After 
the fall of Brandt and Struensee, >the young black 
was sent away, and heard of no more It was 
remarked that the boy never looked happy, and 
seemed anxious to keep as far from the king as 
possible The dog Gourpiand, and this young 
negro, were the chief associates of the^k|i|g<. 

The Empress Catherine sent a beaatiftd youn^ 
Circassian prmcess, whom Potemkin captured 

with the grand vizir’s tent at -, as a present 

to Queen Matilda S’ e was placed in the quel’s 
apartments, with the ladies of her chamber after 
the fall of Mablda, this young foreigner was sent 
back to the Russian court > shon very 
and gay, and about hAeen years of age 

At Hirscholm, Struensee generally bieakfasted 
in the queen’s apartment . the table was spread 
with ^.profusion: of dried meats, eggs, and other 
su^bl^tial food web as tea, coffee,^ and 
late if'he queen geuesflilly made a heaarty breakia^. 
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Wherevei* tihie codrt retHd^d,. it was a scene of 
sensufthty m every shape Before the queen and 
*sujte set out hunting, a hot luncheon was served 
up ih the ajiartment Called the Rose, where the 
great 'officers of state, and foreigners of disimc- 
ti6n, dined This consisted^ not of gew-gaws, 
but of substantial dishes of meat, game, soups, 
fish, and pasties 

Struensee geneially took his breakfast ahd 
luncheon in the ^queen’s apartment , sometimes, 
a dish of chocolate or coffee in his own loora, but 
not frequently. The king was ser\ed in his own 
apartment,- and was 'considered of little more im- 
portance thati hzs dog Gourmand, or his negro- 
boy 

A few of the ladies followed the example of 
the queen, dressed in the same uni^rm as the 
geiitl^mi, srittd rode across as they did others 
Under rMing habit, wore email-clothes and top 
boots, and sat sidew ays on their horses Nothing 
could be more licentidus than the court 'of Ma- 
tilda in 1770 and 1771 hhr palifce was a teiftple 
of pleasure, of which she Was the high-pnestess 
every thing wasTound' there calculelted to excite 
dhd gratify sensual desires A mod^^ Woman, or 
a decent man, would have liheU laUghed out of 
countenance ' The queen was not then, as here- 
tofore, gehe^hflly beloved T idi^ grew harsh and 
imperious Howards her Wdmen, whO'. Were 
mostly youn^‘ voluptudrlelg *Witfii»uch Siru- 
edsee afidBrSudt filled* tlhS^hrt;' and^ihdeed. 
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no respectable lady would be seen there With 
those young, blooming, immodest women, the 
pampered domestics belonging to Queen Matilda, 
and to Counts Struensee and Brandt, used to as- 
sociate They too, had their balls, masquerades, 
concerts and convet iationes, wherein decency bi 
restraint were alike unseen The vices of their 
voluptuous supeiiors were implicitly adopted, their 
manners aped, lufinnities ridiculed, and their most 
secret transactions exposed * Within three days of 
Matilda’s being put to bed of the pimcess Louisa, 
namely, on the 4th Julj 1771, she rode out on 
horseback the horse plunged and kicked, till he 
backed into a dry ditch, when Matilda, sitting 
firm and undismayed, flogged and spurred the 
restive /immal till she conquered, and rode home 
unhurt She was delivered of a daughtert at 
this palace , to which the queen dowager ^hhana, 
and Prince Frederick, stood sponsors act of 
couitesy intended to lull the suspicions of hei 
intended victims, foi the indiscretions of Matilda 
were all reported to h».E, perhaps with exaggera- 
tions, and at this early period, means were in 
contemplation to destroy Struensee, Brandt, and 
the rank and power of die queen 

“ The poor queen of Denmark vtas certainly very imprudent 
I learn she would c\en appear in full court in breeches, and the 
northc?ni nations are rigid m the bicnseance ’ — Waipoltana^ vol ii 
p 93. 

t I 'Visa AngOsta^ V^hh was marncd to the late Prince of Au- 
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There 'W'^as, perhaps, no court m Europe, where 
,raore lespect was shewn to foreign ministers, or 
•their conveniency more studied, than m Den- 
mark At Hirscholm, two da> s m the week, they 
dined at tho king s, or rather tht queens table 
(Jn their return from the drawing-room to their 
respective apartments, they found a ticket on 
then dressing-table, specifying where they were 
to dine, some at the kings table, otheis at the 
lord chdinbei lam's, m the chamber called the 
Rose 

The usual number that sat down to dinner * 
at the king’s table, was tweli c altenidtely fite 
ladies and seven gentlemen, or seven ladies and 
five gentlemen The king cut a w'retched liguie 
on these occasions not so the queen, who dressed 
very superbly, and made a noble and splendid 
appearance The king and queen were served on 
gold plate, by noble pages, the marshal of the 
palace sat at the foot of the lattei , the chief lady 
of the household, at the head , the company, i 
lady and gentleman alternately, opposite to the 
king and queen 

A table of eighty covers was provided every 
day in the Rose for the great officeis of state, 
who were seived on silver plate at this table, 
Stiuensee, Brandt, their fiiends and favorites, 
male and female, u»ed to dine The courtiois 
paid Struensee as much homage as they used lo 


* Tin dinn( i hour v%as -jeven o < lot K 
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pay to the kmg carnage was much changed 

he grew haughty and imperious, moie and more 
magnificent in dress and equipage but was that 
to be wondered at ’ Where is the man who could 
endure such a flood of good fortune unchanged 
A common mind may bear adversity with firm- 
ness but show me the man that can conduct luqi- 
self with humility and forbearance under a long 
course of the highest possible pro‘?pcut\, and I 
will own he is great, tiuly great 

Long before the fatal calasfMiplit- m wl'i^h 
Count Rantzau bore so toas’ i <i,apait, u.<’t 
ncTblemen stiove to model th come net oi 
Strueusee Of the natuu of t('. cornu »ion of 
the latter with the queen, he was at no loss (<> 
guess, and he was well in' uned itlalne to the 
tieatment of the king, fo whose hie he cntei- 
tained serious apprehensions the attencloiits, by 
then shrugs and shaking of their herds, spioad 
leportsmore unlavorable tnan if they t, id openlj 
told all they knew It tvas lepoiteil a the palace 
that Brandt intendeo to murder tlie king, in 
order that the queen might be regent duiiug the 
minoiity of her son Nor can I dismiss fiom my 
mmd a belief in ther^ahty of such a design having 
been entertained Struensee had already com- 
mitted the next greatest crime to murder, he 
was m possession of the sovet ei^n jmver , of course 
he wished to retain it, and he knew, as long as 
the k*ng lived, he should be continually exposed 
to punishment tt is therefore consistent with 
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luiman nature to suppose, that he would rather 
.consent tc put a period to the animal existence 
*of a wTctched being who wqs politically and phy- 
sically dead, than see Matilda hurled from the 
throne, and Itimself consigned to the scaffold 
The letters written by Count Rant^an* to 
Brandt, sufficiently testify the reality of the sus- 
picions of *he former, respecting the designs of 
the lattci as, nst the king’s life Ot the mten- 
f'ja to ckpuvt. the king of his hfe, the party ac- 
vvcs p'obably guilty, but of legal proof 
til' u u as none the law was shamefully strained, 
and il T can lot » steem Brandt as an innocent 
man, in the iuor'>l if ( ep^ation of the term, he cer- 
tainly as Judicially miudered 

Count Rant/au <. i postulated viith Stiuensee, 
as tai i‘ he j edged it was prudent- if he had 
gone fuitiier, hi would have been ordered to lus 
estate, and of coui se been too far off the king to 
render him any a-^sistanoe in the hour of peril 
He was n< vfr fiiendlj to the views of Juliana 
Mana, he would fai lather have seen Matilda at 
the head of the government, if she had not, in an 
unguarded moment, thiown herself and the sove- 
reignty too, into the hands of Struensee Count 
Rantzdu would have served the queen, if he had 
seen the least pi ospcct of doing so effectually, 
but he was too cautious a courtier to venture his 
life and character m support of a man of so little 


* SeeA{^endix 
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prudence as Struensee possessed and whoso con- 
duct, in the case of the mutiny of the Norwegian 
seamen, in Octobei, 1771, confirmed the suspi- 
cions entertained respecting his total want of 
personal courage He was then so vehemently 
alarmed, that his pusillanimity made Matilda blush 
All aM of the approaching temjiest, he imploied the 
queen to allow him to depart the kingdom, as the 
only means of saving’his life or hers She looked 
at him with niefiable scorn, and told him to flee 
from her whom he had dcpiived of character and 
friends, abandoned to the mercy of her foes 
The bitterness with whicli she reviled Stiuensee 
on this occasion, and her constant opposition to 
his wishes of withdi awing, are supposed to have 
had considerable weight in producing the confes- 
sions made altei his arrest, that criminated the 
unfortunate queen The haughty, violent temper 
of Matilda, whose mind was constantly perturbed, 
icndered hei less amiable in Struensee s eyes, 
than she, on their first ptivate interview, ap- 
peared atTravendahl , and th 2 want of com age in 
Struensee, made her, who was a heroine, look on 
him with contempt so true it is* that there can 
be no steady friendship thalv hast its foundation 
laid in Mce ' 

The queen dowager, Juhana Maria, now 
began^jrto shew heiself again , her hopes once 
more revived , she saw with secret delight/ the 
embers of discontent glowing m every quarter 
of the kingdom, and if she could not procure 
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the crown for her son Fredcijck, now in his 
Jimeteentb year, she hoped, dunng the life ot 
’Christian the Seventh, to attain the sole exercise 
of sovereign powei 

She affected to feel the utmost commisera> 
tion foi the king, and tear for his safety Her 
agents industriously spread alarming rcpoits as to 
the designs ot * the doctot^'i cabal,' as Strueusce’s 
jiartisans were ironically called She bore the 
most deadly hatred towards Count Rautzau 
but finding he was violently eniaged against 
Struensee and Biandt, Juliana employed her 
confidant, Guldberg, to sound him, giving tiie 
strictest chaige to impiess on the count, that it 
was not for political power she was seeking, but 
to save the life of the king , and that she should 
advise the establishment of a council, consisting 
of Count Rantzau, and the principal old nobility, 
to govern the state SM never hinted one word 
as to any intention of proceeding criminally 
against Matilda Juhana was an adept m dissi- 
mulation, and in this difficult negociation, she 
exceeded all former transactions of a treacherous 
natuie Neithef Matilda nor hei guilty favorite, 
felt tranquil it ivas impossible but innumerable 
occurrences must have reminded her of her dan- 
gei, and filled her conscious bosom with the most 
gloomy apprehensions' 

When she travelled, or went out in the woods, 
Matilda’ was constantly attended by running 
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fotttiAefar* One of those gaudy' appendages of 
myilty detected IVIatilda and Stiuensee in a situtt* 
tion that admitted of no misconstruction t Soon 
afterwards Juliana Maria paid an evening visit to 
Matilda at Hirscholm She travelled by torch 
hglit, and was attended by ChamberlutsiBlucher % 

* They were usually apprenticed sev^n years, p^rfonned 
astoiushing feats of activity and strength, and would commonly 
leap a six barred gate witlioiit touching Queen Matilda would 
sulTei them to run licfore her carriage all tEe way to Iliischolm, 
a distance of fifteen English miles, v\itb6ut rest this they 
performed tioo hours ' Sometimes she would let them get up 
behind her coach, but not often Their livery was^ very costly. 
With plates of gold in tlitir caps they had pensions when ihcy 
giew old Strueiisec had two, and ten other servants, he changed 
his liveries three times, os be was advanced, the last was green 
velvet lus running footmen woie buff jatlets, sea-green scarf, 
green velvet caps^ with a plate of solid gold with Strddosee’s crest 
embossed on the front ' 

t Of her (Matilda's) intimate Qm»les;ion with her favorite minister, 
there seems not to be the shadow of a doubt It was one of the chief 
ai tides m the impeachment of Struensee , — pot denied by him, and 
partially confessed by herself I^tiave b'^ard one of In r pagt s assert,. 

that whilst playing in the knight^s saloon in the palart , he at cident- 
ally fell against a concealed door in the wall,." (no doubt under the 
hangings) which, leading to a long passagOj^^jKlfevered the queen 
and her paramour t^te h t^te, to the^ nO small ipirprisO^ and mortifi- 
cation ” — Wolff's Northern Summer^ p 81 

i A blood relation to Marshal Bluchcr then chamberlain 

18 , or lecently was, Uvrng at Altetia* An elderly gentleman of this 
name, and office, proliably the same individual, is meaticamd m the 
Northehi Tour, p. 98 
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This was the last visit she evei^paid Matilda, 
altd Its insidious object was, durmg the bustle 
booaisio&ed by her amval, to •afford BluohOr an 
opportunity of gathenug what infoijiktion he 
could' from ttOaclierous attendailts, relative to tile 
proceedings of ‘ the doctors cabedJ She stopped 
only a short time, but her behaviour to the 
reig^mg queea was more than ever flattering 
and kind , yet, not fOur hours before, with well 
dissembled sorrow, she had expressed her ab- 
horrence of the utter depravity of Matilda, 
whom she affected to consider as a woman lost t^ 
every sense of honor or decency* 

The court lingered at Fredencksborg, appa- 
rently unwilling to venture into Copenhagen until 
the regiment of Falkenskjold * should ha\ e ar- 
rived, wjuch was intended to have relieved the foot 
guards Matilda and Struensee saw themselves 
beSet on every side wt^the most pressing dan- 
gers Their frequent consultations usually termi- 
nated in the hope of some flivorable contingency 
removing the source of their apprehensions, but 
without being able to adopt any specific remedy 
Whilst dj^g^y reigned in the palace of Ma- 
tilda, confidence and hope enhvened the'eoun- 

* Oeneral FalkeQolgold, eolonel of the regiment of ^alaotl, 
wa<i a mni of very arbitrarr, hau^ly, and orer-hearing manners, 
he ^^as Sb^nt 45 years of age, t«dt dad well made, full «x feet 
high , he lived m lodgings m Copenhagen 
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tenance ol Juliana at Fredensborg Count K<int' 
zau had joined her paity The high rank, talent, 
and courage of R^nlzau, rendered the acqui- 
sition invaluable They met m Copenhagen 
Juliana having, to favour her madunations, en- 
tered the city before Matilda Aftei their 
first compliments were over, Juhana said, Stiu- 
ensee dabbles in half measures, and he will 
inevitably fall he should have ordeied me to 
reside at Fredensborg, and have sent your excel- 
lency to Aschberg.” On this interview, Stiuensee 
^nd Brandt were destined to destiuction The 
queen dowager, however, pledged her word of 
honor not to attempt any thing against the personal 
safety of the reigning queen As soon as Rant- 
zau was gone, Prince Frederick, who had been 
very reserved dunng the interview, asked his 
mother, how she could behave so friendly to 
a man towards whom beiT heart was filled with so 
much enmity ’ Because I wish to ruin him,” 
was her laconic reply ^ 

That which accelerated the blow that levelled 
Struensee with the dust, was the ring that 
Rantzau had given to Christian the Seventh at 
Aschberg It was returned to the count by 
Colonel Kohler Banner “ The kmg has sent 
you this,” said he, “ and claims the performance 
of your promise ” Rantzau seized the token, and 
laying his hand upon his Sword, said to the 
ctfionel, " Inform my kmg, if in yonr power, that 
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my life and fortune are at hib service ” Count 
itantzau, was m his heait^ true and loyal to 
the king Colonel Banner, a partisan of Juliana 
As the decisive moment approached, rumours 
of the foulest kind were circulated every Jiour, 
directed against Queen Matilda and her mmisters 
the life of the king was said to be in jeopard j, 
and Count* Brandt was accused of beating 
and horse-whipping his sovereign Chnstian the 
Seventh was once the darhng of the people the 
hcentious conduct of Matilda and her court 
had lost her the respect of the best class oi,, 
people, and rendered the lower class furious in 
their hatred of her, and her devoted 'minion. 

She was called “ the great w — and Chris- 

tianborg “ the great b y bouse ” All their 

former ahSsction for their king returned, and even 
Juliana became m some measure popular, be- 
cause m her they retihgiuzed the enemy of 
Matilda, Struensee, and Brandt How changed 
was the scene within siy short years, when tlie 
cruel Juliana was execrated, and driven into retire- 
ment , and the young and fair Matilda the object 
of love and reyertxice, and greeted with acclama- 
tion wherever she appeared* Yet was Juliana 
• incomparably more guilty than the reigning 
queen, smee to hei deadly maUce the frailties 
and the vices pf Christian were imputable, and if 
Matilda 'had had a man for her husband, pos- 
sessed of common^sense> and a sound body, m 
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ail piobability she would have gone through life 

witliout icproach 01 disgiace 

Although the accounts published in Germany 
and England are radically erroneous in many im- 
portant particulars , y et the statement that the 
Flench and Swedish ministers warned Struensee 
of his danger from the machinations oi Rantzau 
and Kohler Banner are perfectly conect* But 
so well was Struensee aware of the rooted an- 
tipathy that Rantzau cheri'^hed in his bosom 
towards Juliana, he could not persuade himself 
,^any possible circumstance could induce him to 
support her party , and without Rantzau s help, 
and as long as he remained master of the king s 
person, Struensee flattered himself his power 
could not be overthrown The work so ably trans- 
lated by Mr Latrobe is also extremely unjust to 
the memory of Count Rantzau, with whose motives 
and character the authnt was evidently unac- 
quainted, or determmed to traduce he even ac- 
knowledges that Rantzau, not long before the 
catastrophe took place, waited upon Struensee, 
and remonstrated with him on the state oi af- 
:^rs, and that Struensee meb'bis arguments 
with objections , his protestations of candour with 
thanks , and hts warning& with the usual mdt of 
contempt of a short-sighted mind.” Yet, he accuses 
Rantzau of a want of sincerity, mid to complete 
hie own blunders, sti^atises him-— a eou ard ' 

* Viae Latrob«jp 156, p7, 158 
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Count Rantzau’s charactoi for couias^e and 
generosity , the splendor of hiu name, and influ- 
ence over the soldierj , far more than the example 
of either Kohler Banner or Eiclistcdt, delermmed 
the subaltern* ofheers and troops to support an 
attempt that they were taught to believe was 
called for by their captive monarch Early m 
the morning of the 17th January, 1772, Rantzau 
shewed them the ring tliat Kohler Banner had 
bi ought to him, and told them, with powerful 
emotion, when he had put that nng on the hnger 
of their king It was this circumstance that pnn- 
cipally determined their conduct Bantzau see- 
ing that their feelings were powerfully moved, 
sent a trusty messenger to Juliana to tell her to 
be prepared at two a o’clock and having posted 
the troops as he thought most prudent, he led a 
detachment into the interior of the palacd to release 
the king, and arrest the i^een Matilda, Stniensee 
and Brandt, whilst measures were taken to se- 
cure the brothers of Struensee, and all bis princi- 
pal adherents who resided in the city 

An cntcrprizo more hazardoua bonld scarcely 
be conceived nothing but the consummate 
prudence, courfige, and address which Count Rant- 
•zau displayed on this trying occasion, could liavp 
earned it into execution The count had pledged 
his word of honor to the kmg to hasten to his aid 
at the hour of penl, and his king had claimed the 
performance of that engagement,, hut his intel- 
lects were so feeble, and he was known to be so 
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completely awed by the discipline to which he 
had long been subjected, that it was not at Ojl 
improbable he should either totally forget, ot 
disown, what he had done * In case of tailure, an 
Ignominious death awaited Rantzau , and if suc- 
cessful, he was well aware that it was too pro- 
bable that the sovereignty would be tian&ierred to 
Juliana, that he was about to wrest for ever from 
the unsteady hand of the voluptuous Strueiisce 
Count Rantzau did not risk himself by any com- 
munication with the troops till the moment of 
action had arrived —Juliana, like a tygress, was 
waiting in bieathlcss anxiety the eventful mo- 
ment Kohler Banner and Eichstedt were em- 
ployed in receiving the reports brought by Guld- 
berg, and watching the lesidence of the rest of 
the destined victims Matilda, Stxuensee, and 
Brandt, exhausted by pleasure, had sunk into ‘ 
profound repope, ft'oift<*^S(diich they Were to be 
awakened to behold the frightful abyss that 
vawned to receive tliem ^ 

On tlie night of the 16th of January, a ball 
and masquerade was given by the court Ma- 
tilda, magnificently dressed, anet^ful) of spmts, 
danced with Count ^S^nfenaee, ’alW’^with Prince 
Frederick, and conversed with his treacherous, 
black-hearted mother, who seemed more than 
usually civil and attentn^e ^ As soon as count 
Rantzau appeared, the queeh dowager and her son 
whtchedr'vnth ^tent gaze> every glance of' his eye, 
md every step lie took. As he passed the king. 
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Rantzau bowed, but did not offer to approach 
the king laughed, began jumping about, and ran 
to hib fiiend Gouimand, that stretched on a 
magnificent sofa. Patting him on the head, the king 
said aloud, “ Mtn fortrorhgite ven” i e “ My most 
trusty of ft tends ” Rantzau fully understood the 
meaning of this signal, and felt his confidence re- 
assured but again and again was his heart ready 
to burst as he looked at the queen, at Struensee, 
dt Biandt, and reflected on the horrois m which 
a few short hours would involve them There was 
however no room for compromise or parley , the , 
die must be cast, and he abide the issue * The 
ball was closed by the queen and Prince Frede- 
rick the queen, attended by Struensee, retired to 
her apartments for the last time! Struensee 
must have gone to the queens room*, for there 
his white«bear skin cloak was found a few hours 
aftei She must have dNNSsbnded by means of the 
secret staircase to Stru^^ee’s apartment, where 
the guilty pair had their last t£te k tOte, and se- 
parated never to meet again 

The young Norwegian valet whom Matilda 
had imprisoneii,iin,ithe Blue Tower, for helping the 
qrown prince to^t up when he had tumbled, slept 
I an an anti-room, adjoining his mastci's, Count Stru^ 
ensee he was laid down on a sola, waiting to 
undress, Itia master Jit must be supposed that at 
such a crisis this in^lligent young man saw and 
heard enough to convince him, Jdiat from secret 
conspiracy, or open insurrec^on,’jras master was in 
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iminment danger, to ^hich causes the singular 
dream he had at that critical moment, was p#Q- 
bably owing , for whilst the queen and Strueftse^ 
were enjoying the last few moments that fate 
allotted those guilty victims of unhallowed passion 
should pass together, the valet, dreamt that he ^aw 
Godsekau, the state executioner, embracing Stru- 
ensec, whose features bespoke the utmost horror 
and agony presently he saw Queen Matilda 
dressed most magiuficeutly, with Struensee by 
hei side, seated under a canopy of state then his 
wandering imagination earned him to the custom- 
house stalls, and he thought he saw the queen 
Matilda, Struensee, Brandt, Lady Gohler, and the 
pnncipal persons attached to the coui t, approaching 
in a magnificent barge, which m a moment went 
to pieces, and the persons in! it seemed lost, "Or 
struggling with the waves, ambngst thcJto he'saw 
Matilda, who screamed ^oud, “Save itie’ save me’ 
^Struensee drags me down’” The young valet, full 
of horror, stretched Out, his arm to reach her 
amongst the wreck , when the bell above his head 
was rung He suddenly awoke, his cheeks wet 
with the tears he^had shed , hil^^bs still shook, 
and he trembled as he (Aiewd iii^call to undress 
his master Just as he ent^ed Struensee's room, 
he heard the private door shut, and also the 
retiring step of Matilda, y^o had ju^ left the 
coast', who, surprised at the affright and dismay 
80 visile on hig face, said, “ Ernestuk ’ what aile 
you , what has alarmed you ?” The poor fellow 
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could ^carq^ly speak till a flood of tears came to 
has relief Apprehensive he might laint away, 
Str^ensee tpok Ijifi hand and felt his pulse, which 
high and th^hb|pg, t6 compose which he 
tDok up a sn^all sUv^r'tnoimted medicine ci^^that 
st5od undct tlie table, and tiie valet some 
diops jn e ,g?a^ 9 f, ^ter,, whi^h presenily 
revived lwoi»nvJ?[?»« count i!(^as still in the mas- 
querade dress m which he had returned from 
the Freuph the^^e^ where it had been held, which 
was lyithm the- /Widjis of Ohrjstianborg he 
iQohed remai^iabl^ ^^ell. Hia jface flushed with 
health and ,pleaaui^^. i^hd Ids fine hair rathei 
disheyelled, the yafe$ nn^ssed him, h^ asK^d 

what dreamhad flighten^ so much ’ EriiMtus 


4 ^^au|ed silent' ^d|e coqnt repeated his request , 
4he»jiidroj>gm| the e^imtionei^, and the queen’s 
^ ^xelaioation, Stmensee 

«milei*aBd) appeate d^Am hhtful but presendy 

hesaid,/*jtfljl WRfl«®^^e^ad«»oiselle 
ji^lthe willjoon 

set all.^to rights^?i€giVt^KSt|ae^^, as was his 
custom,j^ftfter he t^ his book in 

tea .Wd>4<^ J^ ^hit|ls^ f Hi^ valet, 
hwYg^ a '^s<||aa,vMe,door on the out- 

His sleep 

to tnin, 

lD4ena^UKiiig 
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however, still perturbed and unsound , he thought 
he heard strange voices, and the footsteps of 
many persons passmg and re*passing, at last he 
distinctly hearrf soibe one endeavoring to open 
as it were with an iron instrument, .the outer dooi 
of his room His terrors now became realities he 
leaped out of bed and approached the door to 
listen to those without, but softlj^as he moved 
his steps were heard, and in a low vojee, he was 
commanded m the king’s name, to open the door 
on pain of instant death It is not wondeiful that 
the young man, mi^tead of alarming his master, 
obeyed this formidable summons, and gave admit- 
tance to his enemies in an instant, but yet with- 
out noise or tumult, colonel Kohler Banner,* dress- 
ed in full uniform, bemg red turned up with black, 
with two inferior officers, and captain Dissentin, 
of file Nor\vegian regiment, stept within two 
soldiers held each a cocked pistol to his head, 
and another pointed a second to his breast, 
whilst the colonel, bearing a wax taper m his 
hand, anxiously, ydt loftly exclaimed — “ Have 
you atooke the count ** I have not ” “ You 
are sure of that’ remembei^ you are a state 
prisoner and your life pays the-'lSnrfeii, if you tell 

me falsehoods.” The cdlonel then went to the door 

^ / 

• ColoBel Kohler Bwner uaiid to >pay the utm^ homage to 
Coimt Struensee, and fre^eaHy asul^ at hu maia|||Sl^ dioners 
He at that time* the ae^et of Juluoa ^(^tSuldbcrg 
Injus |i«pni he v> s^| MiWt hve indbes highi Ifiiddle aged, 

(hhr^ couipleXKm, emwiraed with a hioe and trcachereat heart. 
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of Struensee’s room * finding it fast, he said to the 
\alet, “Have you a key t” “Yes, your excellency, I 
.fiave a master-key ” “ Then open the door as soltly 
as possible ” Emcstus obeyed, Colonel Banner 
was the first ^hat entered, the valet by his side 
there were three inferior officers, each with a 
diaAvn sword in his right, and a wax light in his 
left hand The count slept so soundly that he did 

Count Sti uensee’s apartment was fui nishcd in a style of regal 
magnificence the mirrors were large and of the purest glass, the 
most common utensils of silver, pr silver gilt The royal suite of 
rooms above the Messentn Hory (t e entre sal) were pf extiaoidi- 
nai*y height, by which means the Messenm stoiy (middle stones)* 
were necessarily very low thus Count Struensee’s and Brandt’s 
rooms werP onl} eiglit feet high Count Struensec’s bed-room was 
hung with iich hguied damask the fitnlittirc of his bed, and of the 
windows, were purple velvet richly trimmed with deep gold fringe , 
the canopy was formed m the shape of a royal ciown Between 
Ills magnificent drcsptng^table and the foot of his superb bed, co\ ered 
b} the costly hangings, was Sk ccmcealed door that opened to a staircase 
leading to the queen’s apartment^$^hy which means, unknown to their 
attendants, they could visit eaich other Strucnsce was paiiiciilarly 
nice in his person and drass, and used the most costly perfumes pro- 
fuse!) — Bw valet slept m aa 8liti-r<K>m through which lay tlie wav to 
the count s bed chan|bar : the Valet’s bed furniture was magnificent, 
being sk)-blue silk^j^imiped yjth silver lace apd fringe it was con- 
cealed by a sup^b A bellwa«fiung over this bed, the pull 

to which was m t^^unt’s mbm l^erc was a secret closet m thw 
room, also concealt^by tite hai^ngs, m vtrhicb fcrnestus had presence 
of mmd to throw aowie paperi and other articles before he opened 
the door to C^e! KoMerlSamibfi After thefxecntwn of the un- 
fortana|l^|d|nensee,^thf Valet Ibami means to get into the 

room I^l^^fbrinerly where fae^found the papers safe, 

which, haraey beeh disedvlredby his would have at once 

cnmitiated more than biie oiqitive ^ 
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not awake with all this noise, and blaze of tapers 
He was lying upon his right side, his head upon 
his arm The book he had been reading lay on the 
floor After a nibment’s pause, during which 
Kohler Banner stood gazing sternly on the un- 
conscious culpnt, he approached, and touching 
Stiuensee on the shoulder, awoke him to all the 
honors of sudden and sure perditihil • * 

His consternation may be much easier con- 
ceived than described Suddenly he rose half up, 
and wild with terror, said, " What’s all this in 
God’s name, what is all this about — Colonel 
Kohler Banner, in a loud and stern voice, answered 
him, “ You are the king’s piisoner behold the 
royal warrant for yonlf arrest t Yoti must dress 
yourself without delay and come with me ” ** You 
will allow me to fiiid clothes to dress with stud 


* The queen and Stroensee returned to Christiaaborg })ahrer, 
where Juliana and all the royat had apartmenta, and where, 
in case of an insurrection, were likely to be taken nr massacred 
To save appearances, they wafteSlbf Falkmiskjaid’i n^iment, when 
general Eichstcdt’s dtagopms^aH ^^loqel Kohler Banner's inftntiy 
regiment, could have been Wetocfveifl and then the devoted pair im* 
tended to hare set out on w toor trough the dachiea of Sleiswidi 
andHcdsteib the delay waa&tal. had titwnijl^iona been executed. 
It might have proredno to the IlhfiwtiHMrta WWdufil the Seventh 
Editor 


t The account hattdated.by to' ttActlSis fthe m mniy 

important purUcultirt ret^ectmg^ ettito af^fiti^ttee, whtoh 
entmhave been toc<eaaiv«(y evety j^t^j(^^^[hibhrfied 

mnee 'flat tme . ^M[Ktdiler Jik Sht eeite 

the couTlby tn^tebadJbbs hand the 


e’a warrafit fi>t I 


e’s arrest. 
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Stroensee Banner then permitted the valet to go 
to his master’s wardrobe, who hastily snatched a 
•light blue mormng frock, with lound cuffs, that 
had been made in London, of^danchester velvet, 
and a waistqoat of the same * but such was liis 
cbnfusion, he could not find any small-clothes, and 
the count was foiced to put on the pair of pink- 
coloured breeches f which he had worn at the 
ma<iqueiadc It was a cold wintery morning, 
and his valet, who felt as much for his master as 
for himself, asked the colonel to allow him to go 
with a guard to the queen s room for the count’s 
fur cloak j. Captain Dissentin accompanied liira, 

* The unfoi tunate count went to the place of execution dressed 
in those simc clotiies 

t Jens WoKFe, lLst{ consul general in London, wa"? ilu chief ot 
an opulent and long-cstublihhed conunercidl iirm, \^iiich was ulti- 
inateJ} ovci whelmed national misfortunes that'could neither ?jc 
foreseen by their victims nor prevented* He was de8er\ cdly re- 
spected for bencvolettce of lioait, pnbbc spirit, and high endow nientb 
The editor regrets having to notice the errors tliat through inad- 
vertent e have crept into the pages of such a writer Mr Wolffe 
collected ins materials reliitive to the catastrophe m question, fml 
forty y((n^ subsequent to its occurrence lo that circumstance, 
and to the want of better information m hib informants, the string of 
errors thdi appear m pagte 84 and 85 are imputable Ihe stoiy of 
Count Sliuensce reproaching bis valet relative to a pelisse^ and the 
vries6ch( rokyt e blanket coht, are totally grouiidlebS* If Mr Wolffe 
were to make a farther inquiiy, he would be convinced of having 
been deceived. 

t In j^#^be'a braosSatumit is ui^l^d that gttuensce had been 
arrested fUnd^B^nt to pnsem before the queen was arrested but this 
fact proves the conti^, and that tbo iJwis first taken into 
cusfod) ^ ^ 
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heaijug atorch m one hand, and a drawn sword m 
the other Count Ran tzau*^ andGtneialEichstedt'j 
were there, with seveial inferior militai y officers, • 
bearing swords an^tapers in their hands Rantzau, 
and all the officers, were uncoveredi His appear- 
ance denoted excessive mental agitation Pro- 
bably his mental sufferings were intense as those of 
his royal victim The queen, who appeared almost 
as tall and lobust as the count, was standing with 
her back towards him , and one of her women 
was then lacing her stays When the tpiecn heard 
the well-known voice of Struensce’s valet, she 
turned towards him, and said, “ Tell your master 
to emulate his queen, and repel insult with scorn 
and defiance ” Her face was greatly flushed , hei 

At this period (1772) Count Rantzau was about *ixty ^ear? 
of age , Ins ft atures ere good % complexion florid , and when young, 
he must have been very handsome he had a slight cast m his o^es , 
be was near six feet high , his hair was become grey through age , 
but to hide that unyouthful mark, the old beau used black pomaluni, 
i € pomatum thickened With hoir-powder burnt black Ills inan- 
ners were highly polished — ^w^'^nllic arrested the young queen, he 
had on a scarlet surtout lined and trimmed with fur , a coniuiandci 
in chiefs regimental coat, beneath, red turned up with bulf, hjs 
under dress wa<3 silk* 

t General Richsteck was merely a crodture of Juliana's he had 
not one biight or aniiublc trait in his chaiattci , but was coarse iii 
his manner , and speaking comparatively, illiterate In ins person 
he was rather short and stout, about forty ye^ara of age , arbinary 
towaids all beneath him , towards the queen dowager, her spn, and 
Count Rantzau, fan^po^ and seivde He lived m 1772 m the 
Kol Tor\fet the regiment of dragoons, a company 

of which eseoited thh timrtunate Matilda to Cronenborg Castle. 
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features distorted by rage and grief, and her fmc 

tresses, all m disordet, floated round hei bosom, 

• 

Teaching below her waist , hei female attendants 
looked like pale pictures of aespair — the valet 
gazed mournfully he was about to reply, when 
Count Rantzau fieicely exclaimed, “ Silence * li 
you speak, you die The young man, dismayed 
and confounded, bowed humbly to the queen, 
as he was hurried back to his mastei, whom 
he found dressed, and greatly agitated Pei- 
ceiying that his valet had nothing on but his 
shut and small-tlothes,* he said to Colonel 
Kohler Banner, Why is my poor servant thus 
kept haked^ in God's name, let him have his 
clothes ” upon which he was permitted to dress, 
and whilst Colonel Banner and his officers wc re 
huirying Strueusee to the gfuaid-rpom, wheic 
Biandt had already arrived, the \alet contined 
to take up his masters gold English lepeatcr, 
his ring and brooch, both of diamonds of gicat 
value, the gifts of the queen ,i and also the purse 

• TIio anxiety shewn by Count Struensee relative to his valet 
was occasioned by seeing him stand nearly undressed m a raid 
v\ mtei b morning Perhaps it was this circumstance, imperfec tly 
remembered, that led to the mistakes that are mentioned in a pro- 
• ceding note It was a striking feature m this sad spectacle, that a 
valet hall dressed went to the chamber of tbe queen^ and saw her iq 
the same state , her room foU of military offers ! 

t The r^eater was of the most superb and costly kind, set round 
with adouHf row of brilliants with^^diWa aiul seaN, it was 
worth thiee hundred pounds* The diaitl|^ ling and biooch cobt 
fipeen hundred guineas * 
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that the count had laid on the table near his bedx 
side, containing about eighty gold ducats those 
he secured, as he thought for the benefit of hiS 
master In a few' minutes he was called below 
there he saw the guard-room blazing with tapers , 
and the two state prisoners, who were kept sepa- 
rate Presently two hackney coaches drove up 
to the door Struensee, accompanied by officers 
armed with loaded pistols and drawn swords, was 
put mto the first coach, and Brandt into the 
second Escoited by a strong party of dra- 
^ goons, the cavalcade proceeded from Christian- 
borg palace, over the Hoey Bro, (High Bridge) 
along the Stora Stradet, Kongens Nye Torv, and 
Norgen Gaden, to the citadel Here the two 
prisoners were confined m separate looms be- 
longing to the officers, and two officers, who 
were relieved every two hours, were constantly 
in the room, and two sentinels outside the door 
Durmg their progress to the citadel through the 
principal parts of the city, Struensee wept, wrung 
his hands, and sheweu the utmost grief and de- 
spondency , whilst the companion of his misfor- 
tunes, though not the witness of his weakness. 
Count Biandt,* dipp^ayed that high spirit which 

* C«MiDt Enevdd WM descended from a noble, thongh 

not a tilled family He ivas sfer aopwior clAnietcr to Struensei, 
and if he had been the flivored lover, m all probability he might have 
avoided tlie &te that befei hie friend Etiueneee, vthoae greatest mu> 
Ibrtnne was his beil^xIl/oretgiuT Count Brandt, ut person, was 
mpderate/y tall, a raihtaty figure, be was greatly 

parked the hneyes, hair, and conydexion dwrk. 
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never forsook him , not even when Godsckau, tlie 
executioner, laid his hands upon him, to mutilate 
•his bodj and take his life 

* 

lively and gay to an extreme, he diessed with great elegance, 
w|ni munificent ani generous , a general lover, and the idol of the 
ladies of Matilda's giddy court The portrait, given m the Con- 
version of jStiuensee, is a vrrctched perfonnance, not at all rcscin 
blmg the animated and voluptuous original 
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CHAP VII 

Cntical situation of Juliana Maim, Count Hantmu, 
and the otha conspii ators — The courage oj Queen 
Matilda — Cowaidice of Stiuensee — A singulat 
not iti source developed — The eicudion cj 
Bi andt and Struensee 

IN the arrest of the queen. Count Rantzau had 
occasion tor all his fortitude and presence ot mind 
Difficulties beset him eveiy step he moved when 
he leached the kings bed-room, the glare of die 
tapers, alarming him as he awoke, seemed to 
have driven all recollection of Rantzau from his 
mind , whilst, the sight of the queen dowager and 
her son, called to the king’s remembiance that 
inbred dread and hatred whicSi he had ever felt 
towards them he turned, with marks of fierce re- 
sentment and stiong aversion, frqm tliat insidious 
and cruel woman, then kneeling by his bed-side 
Count Rantzau saw the peril he was m , and the 
alarm of the queen dowagei and her son was 
such that they seemed petnfied with horror The 
Olinpt motioned them to letire from the bed- 
,'^and then i^pKroaching, he told the king thht 
he had obeypif^is orders, and rushed to his 
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assistance, “My death, sue,” said he, “wluchwill 
he the suie result of youi indecision, concerns me 
les9 than the fate which may befal youi majesty 
alter I am gone ” Weak and Inesolute, the king 
kept saying, What can I do ’ what can I do ' 
“ To sa\e youi lile, sire, you must order Struensee 
and Brandt into arrest ” After a few minutes 
pause, during which he repeated the same 
ejaculations as before, the king signed those in- 
stuinients that Guldberg had prcpaied The 
destiny ol the reigning queen had occasioned long 
discussions between Juliana Maria and the count , 
the formei being eager to proceed against her 
with every possible severity, whilst Count Rant- 
zau as firmly refused to have any thing to do with 
the business if the queen dowager acted as though 
jieisonal aggrandisement, and the gratihcation of 

* M Cl uidberg, tlien about foi ly }ears of age, \\ as to J uliana per- 
haps, w liat Struensee wob to Matilda, but Juliana was an arch dissem- 
bler and Guldbci g was stmly and discreet Like Struensec, he v> as 
of pltbeiaii I xtraction, aiid the son of a Norwegian clergyman he 
had served in the church at Roeskifd He possessed many good, and 
some amiable qualities, which, joined to his learning and talents, 
procured him the appointment of tutor to Prince Fredei irk, son to 
Juliana , a step that led to*the confidence he afterw ardb enjo} c d w ith 
that princess He was devoted to study and busnirs^ During 
• Stiucnsce’s shortlived gieatness, M Guldbeig was a frequent 
Visitor, pel haps a treacherous guest. After the fall of Struensee, he 
lose upon bis rums, and became a mmibtei of state It was lathcr 
singular that he married two bisters, the daughters of a miller at 
Fredensborg After ins dismissal, on the 28th March, 1784, by 
tlie son of Matilda, he was allowed a penarote of 4,500 crowns per 
annum, and remained high steward to his pation^ prince l<rederick 
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vengeful feelings, were the only objects she had m 
view Finding Rantzau resolute, the queen 
dowager assented to every thing that he ptopo^ed, 
being secretly detfermmed to humble him as soon 
as he should have put it m her power Guldbeig, 
Eichstedt, Kohlei Banner, like zealous partisans, 
supported the wishes of the queen dow ager , and 
they ui ged Count Rantzau to consider the destruc- 
tion that Queen Matilda might bring upon them 
all if she weie left at liberty, nor did they forget 
to urge the danger there was of Matilda falling a 
victim to popular fury, as soon as Struensee and 
Brandt, with their cabal, fas these conspirators 
called the partisans of Matilda,) sliould be o\er- 
thiown Rantzau gave these arguments due consi- 
deiation, and, partly to prevent Matilda fiom assist- 
ing her favorites, and no less for hei own personal 
safety during the hurricane that was approaching, 
he at last agreed to her arrest and temporary 
confinement 

To bring the kmg to this point was necessary 
to their safety, but also very likely to be refused< 
Rantzau insisted that the queen dowager and her 
sou should accompany him to the king's apart- 
ment this was done to prevent that guileful 
woman from sacrificing him to her safety in case 
of failure, and hei hated presence had the effect al- 
ready described It was probable that Christian 
never loved Matilda, and quite certain, that 
be fia^ed her more than ady human being be- 
sides When, therefore, Rantzau presented the 
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warrant for the arrest of the queen, he took e^ cry 
possible pains to comince the waveiing and irie- 
^olute king, that the temporary arrest of his con- 
sort was as requisite for her safety as for the 
safety of the* state Christian threw the paper 
fiom him Avitn considerable emotion , and if at 
that moment Matilda had appealed in his pre- 
sence, there is no doubt but the guards would 
have led the queen dowager and her son, Rant- 
zau, Guldberg, Eichst^dt, and Kohler Banner, to 
the dungeons intended for their foes but she 
was absent at whose glance the puerde king 
would have drooped his head, and tlie soldiers laid 
down their arms • After long hesitation, and after 
his fears had been awakened of her being tom m 
pieces by the infuriated populace, the arguments 
of Rantzau -prevailed, and the fate of },he unhappy 
queen was sealed These were the real causes of 
the arrest of Queen Matilda , whose personal con- 
duct under the dreadfdl reverse that awaited her, 
IS detailed with tolerable correctness in the Ger- 
man work that -was translated by Latrobe , and 
which created so strong a sensation m Great 
Britain. » 

The qtteen, like the Cherokee chief, though 
overpowered -was not subdued. The king had kept 
them dallying so long, that Rantzau was afraid 
day-light would appear, before be should be able 
to get the qileen removed Matilda heard him 
say to Eichdtedt, “ We must haste, it will 
soon be 'day ” atid turning 'sudd^ly upon him, m 
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a firm enxphatic manner, she said, “ Misciablo 
man, well may jiou dread the light' The deed of 
this nii>ht will for evei blacken your fame Youi 
fill will quickly follow mine My errors will be 
obliterated by my suftenngs the fair and the 
brave, the mild and the virtuous will shed a tear 
over my sad destiny , whilst thou shalt pensh un- 
pitied, and be followed to thy tomb with execra- 
tion March' detested, hoary-headed traitor' 
lead me to my dungeon lead me any wheie, so 
that mine eyes aie spared thy hated presence *” 
The count heard her with profound silence, and 
laying his hand on his bosom, said aloud, “ Madam, 
your reproaches I do not feel, because I know 
I do not deserve theih I was called by my king 
to come to his aid , and so may God judge and 
deal with me, as I speak truth when I aver my 
bosom IS free from revenge, and filled with ardent 
w ishes for your majesty’s present safety and fu- 
ture happiness ” Scarcely half dressed, and 
wrapped up in a large roquelaure, looking with a 
stem indifierence on Jie surrounding oflicers, she 
descended to the gate , wh^re a coach and four, 
surrounded by a strong body of dragoons, were 
waiting to escort hhr to Cronenberg castle 
Count Rantzau, bare headed, attended her to the 
coach Just as she sat her foot on the steps, the 
enraged queen, as her last benediction, struck 
the count a violent slap with her open hand on hia 
cbci^, exclannmg, '*Take this, thou accursed 
tuitor; and t!ementbei> this treason shall cost 
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thee thy head •” The count "who must liave felt 
N ery uncomfortable, made hci a profound bow ao 
•the dooi was closed , and said, loud enough to be 
heard by all around, I am no traitor, madam , 1 
fear God, I Jo^ve and honor the king, and wish 
jbur majestjr a good jouiney ’ The word of 
command being given, the escort set off An 
officer w'lth a diawn sword sat opposite to the 
queen, m ho looked round her with a smile of con- 
tempt, mingled with despair The light of nume- 
lous torches, the glare of brandished swords, the 
piancing of the steeds, the rattle of the coach, 
above all, the spectacle of a young queen thus 
treated, formed a subject interesting to the painter 
or the poet, and never to be forgotten by those 
by whom it was beheld When this high-spirited 
woman first entered the vast poitals, of that stu- 
pendous stiucture that now, partly shrouded m 
darkness, ft owned on hei fallen foi tunes, how 
little did she dream of this teriible leverse * As 
the escort passed the portals of Copenhagen, her 
heart began to sink, that heretofore had been sus- 
tained in that terrible scene by pride and indigna- 
tion When she passed Hirschholm palace, she 
was observed to wi^p her face in her laige veil 
and roquelaure, her bosom headed, and m spite 
of her efforts, she sobbed audibly, and clasped 
her hands together The only consolation her 
misery received was the vicinity of her infant 
daughter, fot which she was indebted to the firm- 
ness of Count Rantzau, whose suffenngs and mor- 
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ti6cations endured this day were scaijcejy to have 
been indemnified, even by the crown of Denmark. * 
He felt dibsatiafied with himself the bitterness 
of the queen’s taunts, as well as^^ex prophecies of 
his speedy fall, sank deep mto mind The 
wretched imbecility of the fawning.de- 

* ThelblloiVing accAuntof the qti^VlBOndilct it> lalvpn frdtn the 
tramlaixon of the nork of an foonytiiQiits German author bejbre^meii-^ 
tioued , 

Count Rantzau and Colonel Eichstedt vvent ith some officers 
to die apailnient of the,qu^en, who, alarmed b\ the noise m her anti- 
chamber, called her women, and m the palen ss of then counte- 
nances read their fear bhe edipifred what liad inppened, and was 
at lengdt told that Count Ranti^au, m her anti-ehamlx r, demanded to 
speal^ with hei on the pait ef (he king She expicsacd m the most 
affcctmg manner her jgrief, 4^ppi cnensior that she wa& belayed 
and ruined, and her resignation Then, acquiring fortitude, she 
went half dressed to Rantzau, who read thi older of the king, which 
she heard with fe^mness and without mtei i «ipt)ng liim Being still 
unable to give credit to It, she read it lieiMc If without betraying aby 
mark of fear, and Rimtzau mtreated hii obedience to the ordef 
An ordei,'' said she^ of which, r laps, the king lumself knows 
notliing, or which has been obU^med fi om his weakness by tlic moat 
horrid perfidy No to such o’-dcis a ij i#>e» gives no obedience ” 
Rantzau, with a severe air, replii^d, that his comniibion would per- 
mit no delay No SQ^h Order,’’ said she, ‘ shall be executed 
against my persop befora^^JiaVc spoke to jhe king, let Die 
must, 1 will speak^ to biqi At these words she advanced towards 
the door, but was^iiyithheld by Banteau, who changed his ^treaties 
into mcnpctts matins the mamnor of a sub- 

ject tp hia4ueeui!'^:ii Tba%<e mdr iiwiioM ftantasu^gcive a stg* 
nifiiamt look to of whom^e, more daring tjhsn the reel, 

advan^ towards the ^en* , She herself (ti$oa hukhaads) and 
ca{ted fe^Xor bd|pi|||liH At tengtb^. being aloiie 

and deiencetess, tn the Hudst <|f piMdhlMb tibe ihlbi^npjriuceas, 
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meanor of the crafty and selfish Juliana, the 
\ague and uncertain prospect of any good, either 
*to his king or country, arising from the fall of 
Struensee , and the horrid dobm which’ awaited 
the captives, *^nded to shake his mind, and de* 
press his spirits with gloomy presentiments 

To the king shewing himself from the bal^ 
cony of his palace to the burgers of Copenhagen, 
Count Rant7au had no objection , but to see him 
parade the city, accompanied by Juliana andPnnce 
Frederick, to hear a hiied rabble shout in honor 
of that woman and her son, filled his mind with 
disgust Now that the danger was over, the queen 
dowager sooii let Count Rantzau know that there 
wete individuals who->e council had much more 
influence with her than his This was particu- 
larly exemplified bj. luliana Mana persisting m 
exhibiting the impotemt king in gala dress, deck- 
ing him with the richest jewels, accompanied 
by her perfidious sou, who was thus exposed 
for several hours, boM mg from his state coach to 
the shouting mob on either side, m whose cla- 
morous shouts the name of Prince Fredenck was 

Iransported With rage, ran to a window, and would have precipitated 
herself from it, but she was witliheld lliey endeavored to carry 
• her awav,. and she defended herself tilt her strength and recollection 
iailod When she recovered herself and perceived no means of 
escaping, she yielded, and was allowed time for dreaung ; after which 
was conducted to the carriage which took her to the rastfe of 
Cronenborg ” By comparing tbfo with the preceding particulars^ 
the reader wiB he able to form a carrect ^^ment of the Conduct 
of Queen HaitAia and Coanlrltimfaau 
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msidiously blended with the king's Against this 
act of malignant indecency Count Rantzau 19 
\ain protested . six hours had not elapsed ere 
that nobleman JclC ti)at all his fears were likely 
to be lealised. In his heart he regretted the 
too ardent zeal with which he h<ia devoted him- 
self to save a king who was nokiworthy ot esteepi 
or reject 

Whilst this indecent faroe was acting, Gold- 
berg and Juliana had prepared another source of 
humiliation to the fallen queen, and of gratifica- 
tion of that fell spirit of hatred and vengeance 
that would perhaps have led Juliana, if opperl^ 
nity had served, to have washed her hands m the 
heart s blood of Matilda, , It was chiefiy by tha 
machinations of Guldberg that the city was filled 
with the most foul and outrageous violations, of 
tiuth respecting the licentiousness of Matildals 
court, which was certmnly too gross to be de- 
fended, though it fell infinitely short of the ex- 
aggerated picture spread by a cloud of base 
emisaaries hired by her enemies. , |Wbat pecu- 
liarly marked quarter whence they flowed 
was that the hmg w^s^no less the object of abuse 
than the queen, and whilst the latter was called 

the w-T — e of .JPabylon, the scarlet w e, 

and other gross and opprobnous epithets , the 
was accused of being addicted to the worst of 
propensities, it was affiraied that to keep him,„ 
Struensee had his quean,, Bimidt 
provided him, ivith the means of gratification! 
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Such were the scandalous tales circulated amongst 
the vulgar, to weaken their attachment to the king, 
‘and rouse their passions and. prejudices to the ut- 
most pitch of fury When the* events of the night 
became ' kno^n, the city was suddenly thrown 
into rage, confusion, and &smay. The inhabitants 
flocked in multitudes towards the kings palace, 
and as those reports weie rapidly cirtidlated 
thmugh the country, thousands upon thousands 
soon rushed to the city, increasing the uproai and 
confusion. When the arrest of Queen Matilda 
and her partisans was fully understood, the air 
rang with the opprobrious epithets bestowed on 
her name« The most herce and dangerous of the 
rioters were the sadoi^ and thfeir wives, and the 
vulgar inhabitants of St Anna's quarter towards the 
Oster port They seemed in a manner organised, 
«ad! led by persons^whose motions they obeyed 
**Now the great b — — y house is purified,” said the 
ringleaders, “ let us proceed to the purification of 
the city ” Li^is of names and places of abode were 
immediately handed about The mob difided itself 
into masses, and attacked alid gutted every house 
of ill fame, had thd apatitment of the poorest pros- 
titute m the city, acting so methodically, that if 
> there were only a single room inhabited by a cour- 
tezan, riiey seized her goods, and broke tiie doors 
and 'wmdbw^,*^wIfkou6 injuring the other rooms or 
any other propeity The leaderit openly sold to 
the best bidder what they could of the plunder, 
~ and driFided the pfrocCedsjf the rest they burnt in 

j. 2 
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si-ciiri fiisi^Rr oi iu& , 
heaps in the different open spaces of the city 
Wlien they had conipleted mischief, of which 
Juliana was the authoress', being fhll^or dnnk 
and courage, th^ ipoh it lu their hehds to inarch 
towards the citadel to demapd the ptisonersr and 
but for the firmness of Count unde!^*the 

iile pretext of fear and incompetent powe# to 
lesist, their vengeance would have been saturated 
w'lth blood, and the most iinpopulatjpnsoners given 
up to their fury The count rode boldly amongst 
the maddened rabble , told them that, strict jus- 
tice should be done , but that the hannon of the 
citadel should be turned on them if they dared to 
persist. Such was the fiiry that animated the 
savage, prejudiced m^ultibade against the queed, 
whose safety would have been very precanot«4f 
she had not been sent away. 

During the first day of his impnsonifient, 
Struensee seemed stupif|^d, he did npt e^t; be 
drank only a little wine and water , he but 
not excessively until he savn.htsvalefrmitdri whoae 
captivity called a flood oi tears to the rehdf 
master’s bosom. The count, to whom nb 
pmanitted to speekv 'vean sqtoxercome^by the hon^t 
grief depicted, in the. fsce oC his young that 

he took him by the band^ kissed ^his cheek, ^and 
said— “ Poor, fellow 1. I wt9WJ«A.I«J^ej)i[:oyi4ed 
for thee ' I delayed tt i.toorjpng, flashing ,to 
loih thy servieesf and nssw thou arb the ccmjpM,^ 
nfdn' bfMny prisOtf^’^' for 

thisf* *Tbe youflg’misbii' of 
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intense sympathy, sobbing and crying like a child, 
threw himself at his master s feet, and, embracing 
•iasi l^iees, jSj^id, “ Oh God( i Oh God * if T had not 
opened, Jh^^oor, ipy be/ov^d. master might have 
cs(?ap|<^r*^^3i!he,ol^persyhQ were present could 
s(^ 9 ely i|^efraih fro^ i^hed^ing tea^s At last, ^tru- 
epsecit a little r^teVed, raised the poor fellow from 
his suppliant posture « and, took, at his persuasion, 
a cup of coffee. I’he ,^|ficere not understanding 
German, Ernestus top the count* w!|iil8t resting 
his head on hu^ knee^ ^hat he h&d secured his gold 
repeater, diapoip pin. and brooch, and also his 
pnns^, which he alipp,<^^ into the count s hand that 
Copnt Erandt was m the next room , — the queen 
senttp Cronenborg, the count s brothers and friends 
a}l m arrest | That his papers, as also his property 


* There appears aoiQ^ uncertainty as to this poiAt If the secret 
sti^ase led to the queen^s rooms, the count wodld inevitaUy have 
been seized there , if it led to a pAssAge eommiinicating w ich 

tile gra^ suite of rooms, ift thnt cAse lie might have escaped from 
tlm palace^ but not from, the cityv 


Wolffe, m his intmestmg w^rlf,^^^tes, that The qu^en 
ep/i^iavorfid to e^pe fhrmgh^ secret pasegge^ but on 

arrival at the ou^ door^ to her great mortificatton, found it 
guarded hy aentln^s ” Vldi N<iTthern Zbtir, *p 96 This sen- 
tence confirms ther preceding accounts, asrto the existence of a secret 
pamage^'biit affords no furdier stdeidaiion v\bere i$ led. 


t General FiiheoskjSId mta IhroWn/m the depilr^of a nortbern 
li^ a nammr.sSid damp dungeon* v^panniitinouim' disorr 
isnmen^Were^iisuaby^sonfinedt^ Soma fimnd presented a petif 
tion to ^ tlm colonel might be removed 

tq a prison uirtVj^nleSc^ ^ particulars 
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were seized, — and lastly, he mentioned the nots:'of 
Which he had been informed The count was diead- 
fuBy agitated at thiS 'n^ws , and yet he did not 
expect better th6 purse he contrived to Hide in the 
bed The watch and 'jewels* he bade fiis valet 
keep fearful lest his Valet Had no* mOneJy, Stru- 
ensee took up the puPse'io giveTiim a. couple t>f 
ducats , when, owing to its sli^piiig, he was de- 
tected a fact the ofHce'rs dared not conceal The 
commandant, a lame short old mdn,* soon came, 
and very unceremoniously ' SCai^hed the count, 
and took away the money He then rummaged the 
valet, and thus obtained the valuable gold watch 

ha\ e been borrowed, t attributed to Prince Frederick the foliowang 
sarcastic and inhuman reply namely, A man who has fought 
dgdiiist the Tutks, ought to be sufliciently hardened to bear any 
situation There was a double sting in tins reply , Falkenskjold 
ha\iiig served in the recent expedition against Algiers, which had 
totally failed, and thereby greatly exasperated the public mind agamst 
the principal officer* concerted?^ The malice of Juliana and her par- 
trans was particularly bitter against this o0icer^ who was firuily 
attached to Struensee, and whp wouhl hare prevented tli|8 catas- 
trophe, if bis regiment had ari^veu in time ^ ^ 

Lady Qohler, with the general, her husband, was taken to the 
citadel, and guarded by officers placed in their room she waa shortly 
afterward* removed foani tha cita^I, iem^kept close prisoner m her 
own house 

* When Count StirUeiisee was delivered toll 'State cTimnill to the 
commandant, the former said in a mtmrAffil totib Vif Voice, 1 suppose 
this visit is totally UnexpecHed ^ yon ” ^‘Ifot af rif," replied the 
unconitelkis cbmmandani i ^ 1 I^Ve ^lien for time cojuti ^ 
^{aat^eiipeipting yoqr excbBeii^*' " ^ * w' 

t tairobe, p m 
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tliat the count purchased when m England , the dia- 
mond biooch, a pfesent from Matilda, that cost five 
. hundred guineas , and a nog, one tlmusand such 
was the magmficent spoil thatk thvacasually, fellmto 
the hands of the colonel ccunmandant Yon Hoben, 

• t 

a coarse unfeeling man, ^d ^n obsequious crea- 
ture of Eichstedt’s. Whether it was done to in- 
sult, or gratify the count, a silver-gilt chamber-pot 
and wash-hand bason T^re brought from his 
stately apartments, forming a striking contrast 
with the humble funuture of his present abode , 
and still napre so with that to which he was soon 
removed 

The commandant, addressing the count, told 
him that orders were given to allow him four shil- 
lings sterling per diem, and two for his attendant,'*' 
and that an orderly serjeant was in attendance to 
fetch what he wanted then tummgTto the valet, 
he said, ** You have told the count of the riots, as 
well as handed him a purse of ducats . now, mark 
what 1 say ^if, during your confinement and at- 
tendance, you teU the count any thing whatever, 
even tj U raim, you shall be sent to Gluckstadt, 
condemned to perpetual slavery and chains As 
the count is ignorant of our mother-tongue, and 

* Mr Wolffi» averts, “ An officer remsmed witli him during the 

tune of hw conffijemeat, oi^ly half a^doj)^ >%aa alloyved for his 
daily ^em^ety" ^ jlfi this vms miniifortn^d. The Bjiui allowed 
the e$sintprovodjlilUy;,SM%upt to^e^ decent of his wants It 
was eijaal m CopenhageRat to tnent> si I'lmgs m Lon- 
don m 181 a, . 
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you can speak Gern^an, you are tp use that lan- 
guage, and loud enough to be heard by the sen- 
tinels outside , and care, will be taken t^t thi 
officers on guard shall also know Qern)^.’' It 
was owing to Rantzau’s interference that the valets 
of the two counts were confined in th? same pri- 
sons with their masters, with hberty to wait ph 
them He was afraid they would otheiwise be 
exposed to continual indignities, if not to private 
torture to prevent which he obtained this indul- 
gence , a privilege which ceased when judicial pro- 
ceedings were began, and when those piiests 
were obtruded on the captives who were the ab" 
ject tools of Juliana and Guldberg, who carrie4 
to their employers the confessions extorted from 
the prisoners , and operating on the frighted ima- 
gination of Struensee, led him to accuse and cri- 
minate tlie tjueen * XV) complete their tender 

The work publidiedio England in 1776, entided ’ “ Con- 

4md Death of Count Strueneetf^ tll6 ‘Iteverend Mr 
Munter , and that of Count Entvold Brandt, by the R^verdnd Mr 
Uee, convey the moat alyeet idea , ossibie ot both those individuafs 
The priests by whom it wa4 compiled, inight, m theh pnVate' charac- 
ters, be rei^iectedile It would, however^ be credi^us ihdeed,' to 
beheve, if diey- had not ergi^ed the confidence of ^hana and 
her adherents, they would havt been selected on that occasion and 
if th^ had been men of uabendmg lategriiy, they neVer Would have 
been chosen These extraordinary confessions mtnt be regarded hs 
an *sr fuite statement, dtit,,prei1ou8^ pidHifidtiOn, uhdervicnt 
the revision of Sttitewiee'S'bitt«e* enemy Mahy o( the facto 
bear ai!ji|^P''hs if they wew inruig; findf him Ik’twlnre: others,'^' 
by pardon 
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mercies, they pubhshed, m their accounts of his^ 
conversion, such monstrous confessions, that fr 
they could be believed, they* prove Stniensee to 
have been thd most depraved, dastardly, ah^ base 
of recorded villains 

• Under the new reflations, discourse became 
irksome , but the presence of Ernestus, -^ho Was 
lodged m a room belOw the count, was still a great 
relief The second nift, about midnight, the 
valet heard heavy stepS^ asdending the stans , and 
d clank, as of a heaj[) of chains or fetters thrown 
on the floor above his h'ead This disturbance 

I ^ 

filled him withtefror, for his fears foreboded that 
those irons were for the county and he expected, 
with fear and trembling, the same treatment 
Presently he heard the sound of hammers, as if 

was going on, these prieslst visited tl4 prisoner, iiad itn Tetaon> 
able to suppose, they received their instructions from the police 
minister, and shaped t^eir questiong fmeordmgly they passed alter** 
natcly from the office of the attorney-general to tlie prisoners, and 
Tice^yemae ^ As to Mr^ htvater, ibe admission# and Jiinendoes con** 
tamed m hia share o[ the v’vork, represent Strtienaee as the most 
hlthy of jd^raved sensnahstsi whilst who v\bs selected by 

tlie bishop of HlU'boe .tajfisitjCount Braiidtf writes thus, (p 274) 

The th^jrd spaa of $u<^ a nature^ J dare not 

i/, though eonc^rmd^ hte The imagination being lefuio 

^ revel m an infinity of horrible ^adosionsy was hkely to coathut it8e(C 
with this,, that however bad, it might eoncewe die it 

would still jail fer ahori^ h*s guAlr— This waa indeed pnrmiig 
the viptym beyoif^ll^e iprpvat jmd d Mr Aees mouvei were to 
do thcj^^ostgd^l^ fOemOryof i£ounr Brandt^ bo 

uaquebt]i^a^.j^nyi|^ of altamingit TMi| 

however, is a conclusion (to it would be illiberal, and perhaps un- 
just, to insist on 
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Titettttig OH the fetters* In about half an, hour, 
the noise ceased, the persons descended, who 
passed his door without stopping this was some 
relief, but the thoughts of hts master s fate kept 
him , awake and m tears till towards the mormng, 
when his slumbers were disturbed by dreams of 
the count being beheaded and quaiteied 

When he was permitted to leave his own room> 
he went with a heavy heart to the count The 
looks of the sentinel^, who sorrowfully shook 
their heads, confirmed bis apprehensiona. Stru’ 
ensee strove to conceal bis disgrace , covenng his 
face with the bed-clothes, but this could not last 
loog>, and when the eyes of the master and man 
met, they aeemed equally affected, both looked 
pale and haggard, and their eyes were swollen 
by cry mg The- valet saw with horror and dis- 
may that Ihe count was chained to a massive 
iron staple driven into the wall , which passed 
through a swivel, fixed to a thtck img that encir- 
cled his right ancle and bis feft wrist,, ,and so 
short as barely^ to admit him to reach a night- 
chair that stoqdkat the foot of his bedy qr 9it pn 
the bed’s side, the staple ,be;ng fixed opposite 
the eentre of the bedstead Thp valet, from ex- 
cess of gnef, could soatpely apesh — seBjing §tru- 
epsee’s hand, he kissed it vfitb respectful ejection , 
jpid bathed with his tears the iron jang that encir- 
e}9^smaster>wnst*.^' * 

«^nt tot J Wl irom s 

lip(t«,and,alvv»p ?K{> ^ wa» 

on that account the ring was &stened ivund his left wrist Count 
Bi*andt was chained from his left foot to his right wrist 
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Man IS the most docile of all animals* he 
accommodates himself to all situations, and the 
most painful privations *—horror-;5truck as -was 
this unhappy -voluptuary when first he saw his 
limbs "encliamed , in the course of a couple of 
days his gnef subsided, and he strove to relieve 
himself as much as possible by adapting his posi- 
tion to the length Of his chain He also began 
to take bis meals with something like an appetite 
He breakfasted about nine, off coffee, rolls, tops 
and bottoms, and biscmts at one, he dined, took 
a glass of light wine, and a cup of coffee drank 
tea about five or six o’clock, and perhaps ate a 
biscuit or two he took no supper, but drank a 
glass of port wine and water He was always very 
abstemious as to wines and spirits , at least, after 
he was placed about the king His mpat was cut 
by his valet, so that he might eat it with a silver 
fork or spoon , not being permitted to use a 
kmfe, lest he should commit suicide 

The count was suppked with provisions by a 
French restaurateur na^ed Mareschal, who lived 
on ^verent2 Gaafrden, Konnngla Nye Totve every 
thing 'was most carefully exandmed before it was 
served np‘, eVen ihe bread, was cut open , and the 
. napkms Shook, and heM up to the light < 

Foihhb more^seedre confineifi^t of the oonnt, 
or (tnofh ebrr^ofly "befitting ils object,) for his 
greater pumahment, he was ilooiltefiiOVed firom the 
officers* bSCfrhieit^ ^vallum, behind 

the 'chttirdfi , ' U fOom ; with OnO 
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window an the eorner^ end scarcely fourteen 
f&et square , the wajll^ were ttare , a stump bed> 
stead) a bed of tihe kind, a table, clc^ie* 

stool, a stove, and two ohau;$tfar thec^Scfars, formed 
tlie miserable. (uvmtiue oyf'tbis g^ummy place, but 
even he^e, as if to tantalive^hiaDiBipory, ^ silver- 
gilt chamber-pot apd washing-basop were 
him . He was now chained more closely tlian be- 
fore , somuchsotthat d w^awith difiiculty he could 
reach the mght-chair, or sit upright on the side of 
his bed. This was the act of Juliana* ^ho more 
than once, after jthe valet waa disinissed, gjratified 
her malice by viewmg m disguise the-’wjretcbpd 
victim of his own folly* and her .treachery I js . , 
Without a mpment’tK notice the valet, W^<disr 
missed) norwashe allowed to speak tp*oxtakeleaive 
of his maslori . The coimt was so much aftected 
bis loss,itliat,he waa at hrst quite inconsolable* i| 
was even, reported that jbe tried to,d,estrQy hipiself 
by foicmg tl^ sllvet^foIk»dqv«pl his throat* tlmme- 
diately .after tbi% the .prj^sts and lawyfris com- 
menced ihmn opj^fratim^W^. working afternatelyr on 
the hopestand fsavg of the timhappy. maAx whO' 
was partly persuadadL by h^s.treqobs^ous spiritual 
vAsitors, na,|osa igipell^diiby the homd toi- 
tures with which he wasjbraatenqd^tp accuse the , 
queen of having first seduee^^'bini* concealing 
nothing that; ever ihad^uiopiirred between them. 
Tbli|j^t «f eowaidiqCh that did mdwe himself, 
gf^d^e fimshg^hlow to.€hp|ileiid|g-hq^aof the 
queen die tnwnjpih of Juliada was now com^te ; 
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her exultation knew no bounds ; ’ and had not Year 
restrained her, she would have brought both the 
queen and the count to trial for adultery chid 
treason The trial of Count Stmensee suffioiently 
prover how greatly ‘the lae^ was strained to 
reach hitfi as to Count Brandt, whatever crimit 
nality attached to Ins* mahver, no act of high 
treason was proved, and liis Sentence remains an 
indelible stain and disgrace to the jurisprudence 
of Denmark 

Count Struens^, too lath, saw and deplored 
the weakness into which he had fallen in making 
unraserved confessions to pndats, who, however 
sanctified tlieir manners, were selected and sent 
to iiim by hiS mortal enemies He saw ihai' the 
hopes of mercy insidiously held out were false 
and 'illusive, and intended ‘Only to entangle him 
de^er and deeper many^a time he filled with 
dismay the officers who guarded him, when, fart* 
ously Olankuig his chrams,' arid priding his teeth, 
he ebrsed his own baseness, and the perfidy 6f luo 
enemies' At last,^^ tseenig nothing bat an ig** 
nominiami death bdbife'his' eyosi; without any 
means of avotding^iV'lfe'coUeeted tile scattered 
energies '<tt Ms hiirid'/'and wrote, chained as be 
.wds, in a Umitdd ^riatltiiy of paper, ‘his* defence; 
entitled ' ** Vfta' Gritf&t StruenielB, 

an die KMgkt^e "si ** The rapl^ of 

Coanb'Stmenhris hbt^M^'iunglit’^rimitasiotters ^ 

and<#ifi4%iillf'th^bMi^ihd (bndhOVof Struensee, ‘ 
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rt stKi!#s the Weakness of the proofb that the 
ei6mtntssionera Md been able to assemble, and 
the gfoss abscfflfty of many of their charges 
The efforts of the count to relieve the crov'n 
vassals from the abchrsed yoke called Jeudttl ser- 
inces, were constrhed' as &n**act high tre^iji* 
against 'MV ioveretgftiy% because, forsooth, by 
relieving the oppressed and degpraded farmers and 

Dass^ im fall jemand nch unierstehtn tcurde^ Hwan 
aitszuwurken octet hn etch zu btingen^ welches aul exn oder andet 
weise^ der tih^tdlwle hetrsclU^ md s&uveraineri ^cht d^ Konigs» 
turn nachthetl und Schmdlenmg gereiehen, beitacHM^ wed die* 
ymgm^ dse dergjLeiffv^ erwQfdbez oder erochlkhen habtfi^ als 
Beletdigez der u(nd als solcke^ ^welche die Kontgh^kf 

monarchtsche gewalt rUnd Aoheit giobhch a%igei<utety gfitraft 
uerdep solter'^ ^ Vi^e'^ Vrihett in Sachen de^ Generalfiscals^ 
tmded dtn. Grofdii Smt^see, p ll^l 

By tho f(M(mMhU(<^d srticteof the capitttlation made 

by the «»ae.Bui^em>bf>i!Cvp«ahagaa‘ltvith Fredendt the ‘Third, it 
la ^e^lared a»ac( of lij^idHtTaB^soN, if at^iRFfuture period, uny 
pepma^uld, by any mc^^Mtempt t^ dnowdi the deipotip povter 
of the croyvn!— Under the sanction of tbn law, Stiuensee rendcied 
Jnhiself liable to hie death of atr^tor by every act of pohtical refer* 
matiod timfitlr introddold^ 

M 8tthmf,t hfWletlir addressed, to '1973, to Cbdstian the 
SeveiliAi ader flaiieuig' bis ^fbnda^.despatisa of Bdnimak, 
thus defines the boasted r 

“Thus will Denmark become Ihe And id* ^erty, of anlimited 
power , ti peace, pten^, and sem|iifigM^mii#'evesr tbat nf Engl&nd 
where, nltbMfh •^•mtereste^ «a|%eF^Sp)Bi|iintotomuuot prevent 
thevome'of thr>(>eapb finds beiiigbe^to^^Btofiiot of the throne; 
ynC^lgr tbetr inflaence they ^ent itohAfetmumd orasp those^who 
jl^lk^interpretmafepnUfegrtovsiBidB^ Wd.t^ stand forwiurd to 
no upright a cause, to n& tbkowm into Mliaok'” * 
t Counsellor of State —Vide Wolffc s ifcvihmi Tour, p B9 
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labouring poor, the sovereign power must be 
diminished, and by the~4et :that conferre4,,i))e 
sovereign power cm Frederick^ the Third,. it,,)s 
declared an act of high treason m any one who 
should^ by any means, 4^09t,<^.mdirecdyattninp( 
te deprive that kingcpi^ h^a sne^cessors of anypaxt 
of the sovereign povi^r ' Thence, according to 
atrocious doqtrme of |be crown l^wyisrs of Den- 
mark, that glonous undertaking, the fulfilment of 
which has since immortahsed the memory of 
Count Bemetorff, was an act of high treason in 
Count Struensee! II i « 

Queen Ma^da was in a maimer unmhiiated 
when the confessions of Stmensee,— every pagO 
signed with his wetl-knoWn hau4, and'cquche4 in 
the most offensive terms, — were l!|id befor%)ij^r,** 
Strueusee’s want of fortitude 4ccid^ her fiite 
Count Rantzau was at first tnevedulouavwhena eopy 
was handed to him, he saw atone gltace that the 
Queen Matilda would be ’divorced and hanfithed, 
and Juliana remain sole mistress of the field. He 
cursed the pusillamnuty of Stlroj^y^e, apd owp 
folly and precipitancy » iitrooiild not escape 
him, that the^^^ittustspeii mrrrve ttet should ter- 
mmate m dd^^^ hih oMm Oaroer. 

* * The accountfuUWiedm Otranef ia4789, and trsmbted hy 

Latrobe the next yav, (p. i!aina4iwpw«af 

hamg aigfnad th« SaaMK' af -CteidMafe^ ^ft U ld ajto^her confiMasHit a 
charge al|«g8(har laapnMMiji: af«d^ ^kerngpeateaied of aupei> 
BbundaittSvid0DGe^M4sh^ety4bctdsaiilnied SirJohnGarr 
<;opied thiB little enMidiOMtS i|Ss bs 'IfcHAerU Summer 
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Struensee had many amours on his hands, 
and many a ruined female too late bemoaned 
her fate He bad several illegitimate children, 
for none of whom could he make the least provi- 
sion, not a single dollar of all his property being 
left him his brothers, afterwards provided for 
those children, principally m Prussia 

Ernestos, the valet, strove in vain to obtain 
an interview with his master previous to his exe- 
cution Pleased with his fidehty to Struensee, 
Count Rantzau took him into his service, treating 
him in a manner peculiarly kind As the fatal day 
approached, the young man appeared more and 
ihore adected , growing seriously worse , which did 
not at all tend to cheer the spirits of his new master, 
who remained in his house on the 28 th of April, 
when the dijeadful science was fulfilled He used 
every argument in his power to tranquillize the 
mind of the faithful Norwegian, whose fixed sor- 
row seemed too vjotent to admit of consolation 
The heaviest calamities howeter, lightened 
by the hand of time „And youth is the season when 
gr^ef 18 soone)ft<lE^vgq|ten: wtftim about a week 
after lheexeodtion,-a tiHUibace to behold 

fttce of his laasentejtt jsaster, led him to the 
place where his mnathe were exhibit- 
ed,* ahdi ^ gx^t ^ sensibihty 

i^pMphndMeai^ WiiA-i i** « 

# itoitf w<w executed 

«JIL> (he 9SA WM cfetraeted 
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received, that he fell senseless on the earth , m 
jvhich state he was found j and after he revived, and 

* wdb earned home, he was confined for a week to 

• 

neartii^ east gate*of the town » and they were conducted to the q)ot 
lA two separate carriageS| through an immmenBe concourse of people 
They arrived at the place of execution about eleven o'clock Brandt 
hrst alighted, and mounted the sca&ld with a slow step and undaunted 
mien he heard his sentence read, and saw his coat of arms broken, 
without expi easing the least emotion, he then prayed for a few 
ininute<«, and spoke a few words to the people When the executioner 
approached to assist him^” (undress) ^^he said to him with Armness, 
yet not without mildness, * Stand off* and do not presume to touch 
me * Without any assistance he pulled off his pelisse, and prepared 
for his fate He first stretched out his hand, and bade the executioner 
do his duty, without bunking from the blow it was struck: off, and 
his head severed from his body almost m the same instants his body 
was then quartered 

During this dreadful scene, S(rucnsee remained at the bottom of 
the scaffold,” (m a coach, the priest conversing and praymg with liim) 
anxiously expecting and drekding his own late His whole frame 
trembled when Brandt's blood gushed from the scaffold, and he was 
so agitated that he could not walk tip the steps without help He 
said nothii^> and permitted the exciLUtioner tp assist himr in taking 
off his cloak Instead of imitating seretufy of his felIow*Bafferer, 

he started up several times before he gave the signal, drew bock his 
hand, which was shockingly nuMiglei^ before it was cut off, and was at 
last held down by force ^^hitlt Ibe executioner beheaded him” 
Such IS Mn Coxe'a relation af ttnfeiaiee's last moments, and it m to 
, be hoped of hmtastailfiarittga; Isatt itcooitaiiiBa few errors, thatibre 
excusable descyibmg t^t h$d Jk^ppened severaJ years before^ 
Oodsekau, the executumer^ was bred a surgeon, and articled to 
hiB trade, wori^ a^ssaomii aild <^as do! heldiafimmus , the axes he 
used were sharp and heavy, he badi two by his side, covered in 
bags. therefore could not hold 

himsekT stiH his^jfoh^ and t%ht IM of necessity placed in the 

M 
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his room ’ from that penod his grief wore off, but 
whenever he recollected the sufFermgs of the 
count and of Queen Matilda, whom, beyond aiiy 

cavities purpose!) cut into the block receive tjiem , the^^o uTu- 
tjoner'h absistant held the hand by the and the head by the 

Iiair it were no wonder if the headsman was a little nervous, but 
the hfiiHl was struck off at a blow, the axe was fived tight in the 
hlo^’v, lu btizcd hib other, and Uic nock of Struensee being very 
^hoit, put ol his clnii was (Ut off it is piobdblc he was insensible 
Kiou the fitiil blow was given The two counts were triken to the 
^caffuM ill then iron-i and as both were executed on one block, 
S<ri ns e had honid task to perform of Ia\ing his face and hand 
in puddles of the jet reeking blood of his dcaiest friend, whose 
mangled remains I ij spread around ’ A stronger mind than Struensee 
e\ Cl pushcshcd might have been totally unhinged by the dreadful scene 
before his eyes 

The executioner ha\ mg disembowelled the bodies, rut off their 
private parts, and divided the tmnks each in foui quarters, the 
entrails, Ac wcU'^ thrown into tubs placed on the scaffold to receive 
them , the heads, and right hands, and bleeding quarters, were then 
c\posed to public view as they wcie conveyed all through the city 
to the field at the opposite extremity, w here they were to be left 
to rot, or be devoured by the fowls of the air l<or each body, four 
stout balks were, at equal distant <>8, driven into the earth , a taller 
pole was fixed in the centre the tmtrails, Ac were buried m a 
hole dug at the foot of the central pole , on the top the head was fixed, 
the pole being forced up inside to the scull, through which a spike was 
driven to make it fast * the hand was nailed to a piece of board, 
placed transversely below the head , a cart or waggon wheel was 
fixed horizontally on the top of each of the four posts or pillars, on 
which a quarter of the body was exposed, made last to the wheel by 
chains of iron * In this manner were the liodiles of the two counts 
^Mposed of, and such was the horrid qiectacle presented to the eyes 
ef the when he reached the dismal place Its effect on his 
nerves is already mentioned* but Juliana is said to have gone to 
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other witness, he could have ci iminated, it inspired 
liim will) melancholj, and often cost him the 
’ silent tnbute of a tear 

giuThei’ insatiate malice u ith the sight It wab rumoured, thougli it is 
utmost too horrible for belief, that she said to Guldberg, It is not 
finite complete , the head of the * ^ is wanting to make it so ” 

The place where the bodies w ere thus exposed was that on which 
the scavengers emptied aTl the filth of Copenliagon 


M 
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CHAP VIII 

Character atid conduct oj Count Rautzau — Hts 
Disgi ace — Benevolence of Matilda — Gratitude.— “ 
Lex-taliones — iSensibility and gratitude —A faeet- 
nating mutress — Visit to Zell —A Jair ‘penitent — 
Riconciliation of Matilda and RaMzau — Then 
diathi 

WHILST the sovereignty was in reality pos- 
sessed and exercised by Juliana Manur taking 
warning by the fate of Struensee, she suffered the 
council of state to be re established, which, with 
the exceptioil} of Count Rantzau, was composed of 
persons devoted to her views * the members con- 
sisted of the elder Counts de Thott, ^ Qsten, and 
Rantzau, de Schak Ratlau, and Colonel, npiy 
General Eichstedt The Jung soon found his 
condition was not bettered} he changed keepers, 
and that was all ; and whs deprived of some grati- 
fications (and perhaps 'properly enough) that he 
received under the re^gn ofhis ooni^ort 

Juliana took care that the day and hour, and 
every hornd feature of iStnleusee’s execution, 
shduld tfe made known to' Qifehn 'Matilda , vi^ho 
gesa^liisly nardoni^ thd man that “had betrayed 
^ uHHuinl tf» of 

She passed that day in |i« hpdr^<i“> 
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other company than her infant, now doubly dear 
^ 40 her desolate moth^ , and during the rest of 
her life, though the name was never heard to pass 
he.r lips, she is said^ at her palace in Zell, 
to have devoted its anniversary to fasting and 
prayer. There is no doubt but her fall wrought 
a thorough reformation in the mmd of Matilda, 
that was tainted by only one crime, and that one, 
flowing from the cnromality of others rather than 
the innate depravity of her own heart * In spite 

« 

* Latrobe, p 247, speaking of the queen, <iays, (ler sen* 
eibilily rendered her capable of feeling her misery m its utmost 
extent, and the expressions in which she depicted the exciuciatntg 
aj^iehensfons of her mind hef counsellor Ukldhlf filUy sheWbd 
with what accutenGSi she felt them 

P 269. On the 27th of May, two Enghsh fi iptes and a cutter 
arrived at Helsingor, (Elsineur) and on the 3001 the queen left Cronen- 
bor^ The last nioments which this amiable queen spent in the Danish 
dominions, were distressing m the highest degree She was now 
dnder the necessity of parting from tier only comfort, the only object 
of her affe^on ^ (untrue and improper) h€r uiifent daughter, a&dof 
leaving har lA the hands erfher evirqm eppnucSr ^he fondly presMfer 
sofue miqateq (he babe to hcr^^>o^%,nAd,bedepred it with a shower 
of tears « 0ien attempti^ to tear herse)f away , but the voice, 
the smiles, the endearing morons ' of ^r infeitt, were chains that 
irresistibly drew her back, At^lastidie called up ail her resolution 
took her once tnolre sato hhp Glider impetiknis ardour of 

dMractad^nte, lips of the babe the iwowall kus, 

^ retumli^n jiT tlipt atts^dan^ rfie. exclaimed, Away* awayf 
I now pofifiesfji^^thijpg^jlmref’t^^ of^th^ carried her 

to (he fipt frigate « and the squach^cm (eotnmanded by Captaid 
htaqbnde) salufe^ ne/ on"' coming on board, ^ and set sail for Stade, 
whence she wttf to %^ttnd io SSfeH Olrfortunately the shipa 
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of the remonstrances of a certain great power, 
the enemies of Matilda perseveied m proceeding 
to divorce her fiom the king It admitted of no 
very favorable construction that the king hgr- 
brother did not send for her home to his own 
court, instead of ordeiing her to tix her residence 


were detained by contraiy viinds , and she had still, for a whole 

, the diatresbing view of the country, which to her had been the 
source of so many misfortunes The next day a favourable wind 
enabled the fleet to proceed 

1 hus ended this memoraUe revolution , which is certainly one o^ 
the most extraordinary political events in the history of any country 
The pi mccss who thereby lost the most exalted situation that birth 
or fortune can bestow, deserved a bettei fate Truth cannot deny, 
nor judgment approve, her errors , but the heart must allow that 
she had the justest claim to pity and indulgence Her sensibility^ 
and tlie circumstances into which she was throw n, were pow erful 
enemies to a susceptible mind, whose very excellencies led her into 
danger After her Jiret error, the good qualities of her ownlieart 
hurried her into the embarrassments m which she was involved The 
warmth of her disposition led her to take the hrst step upon the 
wrong patli , she was too much infatuated to be immediately conscious 
of it , and she had proceeded toe far before she discovered her mis- 
take The discovery alurmed her, aad she strove to measuic back 
her steps a thousand obstacles opposed her return she felt herself 
too weak to overcome them, her first efforts were ill judged, and 
only led her deeper into error her mind was exceediilgly distressed , 
to alleviate which became her only stui^ Dissipation offered her 
the readiest assistance y and, with the activity of mind peculiar to 
herse];^ die grasped at every thing that might have a tendency to 
banisb "inflection from her bosom fihiice that dreadful moment, 
when the veil was tom firom her eye% when she was awakmied 
from her France, and a long and severe punishment inflicted, J&er 
conduct IS her best defence with the humane, susceptible, and the 



COURTS OF SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 167 

♦ 

at Zell’ a city, — the birth-place of her unfortunate 
^ ancestoi, who was unmured so many ^ears in the 
* castle of AUer It was a measure better calcu- 
lated to lead an erring woman to reflection and 
amendment, • than to restoie a dubious character 
in the estimation of the world Matilda fell the 
victim of an ardent constitution, and a debaucl^d, 
impotent, and depraved husband whilst that de- 
tested and detestable step-mother, whose life 
from the first year of her arrival m Denmark was 
but one tissue of criminal mtiigues and intended 
murder, was permitted to triumph, and descend 
to the tomb, if unpumshed, yet universally de- 
tested 

virtuoug. Cionenborg witnessed m th»| princess, the most sincere 
repentance, the roost tender maternal affection, the noblest sympathy 
with her unfortunate friends, and the most heroic resignation to her 
cruel fate Zell afterwaids saw in her the purest virtue and piety ^ 
tlie sweetest ailkbility, the most compassionate heart, ami a degree 
of fortitude in her distressing situation, which shed a soft and tranquil 

lustre over the evening ut her life Such is Mi Latrobe*s 

translation, which m places I have altered, being sure ho mistook 
the meaning of his German original , he mentions the evening of 
Matilda s life ! Matilda perisji^d, ere itaroendian, by an infectious fe v er 
At Zell she paid liberally intelligence as to her children, 
and alie had waxen figures dressed like them, which she addressed as 
if they were her children^ Matilda fell a V'lctim to her gratitude 
A running footman, named Alexander Stuart^ who had attended 
her in Denmark, anjd whom her enemies could neither suborn nor 
intimidate, was seized wuh^a putrid fever She respected this man 
on account of his jfTdelity and attachment! insisting on seeing him, the 
generona woman caug^ the dire infects, and died a few dajs after 
poor Stuart had "breathed fast 
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The Ignominious confessions of Count Struen- 
see, howe\ cr extorted, mortified RanUau no less 
than they delighted Juliana 1 state that whigh 
Rantzau himself denial ed, when I affirtp, that his__^ 
sole object in arresting that princess wai^"^ 
prevent her from rescuing Struensee, and to save 
her from the machinations of Juliana, who, artfully 
woiking on the prejudices of the very lowest of 
the people, might have found means to have 
destroyed her by a popular insurrection The 
riots that took place m the city, immediately 
after the arrests of the 17th January 177?, — riots 
that were intended to insult and degiade the cha- 
racter of Matilda, — afforded incontestible proofs 
that the apprehensions of Count Rantzau were 
not chimerical Rantzau, no less than Juliana 
and her cabal, was determined on the overthrow 
of Struensee and Brandt, after which RanUau 
fully intended to have restored the queen It was 
his untoward fate to succeed m every step that 
militated against that greatly unhappy lady , and 
to fail m every thmg xt’^was kind and gracious 
in his intentions towards her 

Count Rantzau found himself tjhwarted m every 
project that he thought would tie of use to his 
country, and forced to acquiesce in plans that he 
knew to be founded on private interest He was 
compelled eitlier to fie the sli^ve pf Juliana and 
her or to oppose her wh^n, he knew op- 

sitSid^buld not avail’ Previott^ to the ai^resitqf 
Struensee, tfi^ count en&’rtam^cl gt^nous thougfita • 
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of efFectmg a ladical revolution in Denmark , tear- 
nig up the feudal system by the roots, and esta- 
blishing a representative goveinment on the model 
of that of England This subject had often been 
discussed between him and Struensee , and if he 
rould have induced Struensee to have considered 
him (Rantzau) as the head of the patriotic party, 
for which his high rank, great possessions, talents 
and experience so well fitted him, the attempt 
would have been made , but the queen ruled the 
king, and through himtheiealm, Struensee ruled 
the queen, and was de Jdito, the sovereign of Den- 
mark blinded by pride, fired by ambition, — he 
cut with Rantzau, followed his own crude sugges- 
tions, and peiished as we have seen Instead of 
addressing anonymous letters to Count Brandt, 
and useless remonstrances to Count Struensee, if 
Rantzau had demanded an audience oi Matilda , 
warned her of her danger , and as the only ho- 
norable and safe means of providing for her 
safety, had proposed such a revolution, it is very 
probable he would have succeeded, and then that 
glorious measure was sure to fiave been carried 
for what could a few impotent norites have done 
against the united power of the crown, the army, 
, and the people 

With many fine qualities. Count Rantzau had 
great vices ambition worked to the full as power- 
fully inhimas inStiuensee, andinhis morals he was 
equally reiai^ed he become jealous of Struensee , 
he thirsted for revenge, to obtain which, in dc- 
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fiance of the dictates of common prudence, he 
coalesced with his mortal foe, and the very worst 
woman in Denmark, In that coalition the count 
betrayed a degree of weakness that depr^ed- 
him of all claim to sympathy Struensee fell the 
victim of his own egotism and vanity. Count 
Rantzau of his own defective policy 

The banished and repudiated queen was 
scarcely seated m her melancholy residence at 
Zell — far away from her friends, her children, 
and every earthly pleasure , — and the features of 
the unhappy Struensee were yet plainly distin- 
gmshable, gnnnmg horribly and ghastly above the 
waggon wheels on which was exhibited his black- 
and decaymg quartered body, when that stroke 
which Rantzau foresaw, and Matilda foretold, fell 
upon Count Rantzau 

The dowager queen had already secured a 
majority of votes in the council, in favour of Sp- 
pomting her son regeqt of the kingdom during the 
minority of the crown -prmce Frederick, but 
still, without B«(||tzau’s concurrence she dared 
not nsk the undertokmg, the real object of which 
was, of course, own aggrandisement The 
aitful calculator conqeived that Rantzau had so 
completely comipitted himself by his arrest ol 
Queen Matilda, that l^e must by necessity suc- 
c]^b, and forward her views whatever they 

Cb the apprqaqh of summer, the Danish court, 
which, after ^ M of URttilda, became austere. 
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formal, and gloomy, removed from the winter 
palace m the capital t6 Fredencksborg Juliana 
then took possession of Matilda's state rooms, 
and made her minion Guldberg the occupier of 
those where Struensee had so often revelled in a 
flood of voluptuousness 

Her chamberlain, Blucher, took a note, written 
by Juliana, and dictated in very flattering term'-, 
requesting the attendance of Count Rantzau the 
next day, to spend the day and pass the night at 
that palace 

The count ordered his vis-a*vis and four , a 
change of linen and clothes, and attended by 
his Norwegian valet, drove to the grand entrance, 
dressed m gala The moment his name was an- 
nounced, Prince Frederick went to the head of 
grand staircase to receive him , and whispered 
in his ear that his mother wished to speak to him, 
before the drawing-room Commenced he went 
through the pnnee’s room to the queen dowager’s , 
there he found General EichMedt, General Kohler 
Bannei, and that able statesmtUf^ Guldberg 

The queen dowager received the count, as 
indeed did all present) with distinguished homage 
presently the priftee withdrew, looking very sig- 
*nificantly on Kantzau, and telling him he hoped 
on his return to learn that he might rank his ex- 
cellency amongst the number of hie particular 
fnends, — casting his heavy eye on his mother’s 
creatures,' ^ho, of 'Cdtirse, bdwed most obse- 
quiously and profoundly. ^'The task was left to 
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Guldbefg to explain to Rantzau, that to preser^ e 
the internal tranquillity of Denmark, and command 
the respect of foreign states, the gentlemen then 
present, and others, considenng the lamentable 
imbecility of the king, and the tender age of the 
crown prince , had applied to the queen dowager 
to prevail on her son to accept the office of regent; 
but ere they proceeded further, they wished to 
obtain his excellency’s sanction 

The blood rushed in a torrent to the old 
count’s face, his eyes flashed fire, and eyeing the 
speaker with fierce disdain, he said, Never, 
whilst Rantzau wears his sword* You are all g^uilty 
of more treason against the king,” said the Count, 
looking sternly at the persons who were present, 
“ than what "Was proved against the scoundrel 
Struensee ‘ henceforth let my name be erased 
firom this cabal', and if you dare td^proceed, this 
sword shall chastise your disloyalty and presump- 
tion.” Eichstedt; Banner, Rantzau, all rose to- 
gether, and thehr hands, as if instinctively, were 
laid on their the crafty queen turned 

pale as ashes frdm ra^e a^d fear * Guldberg rushed 
between the angty pdblek, exclaiming, “ For 
shame, gcntljemefi * m the qheen ihdtber's presence 
IS this decorofis ^ At lus re^uesi, Eichstedt and 
Kohler Banner, Ktiili’^ly ' bfegglog 'forgiveness of 
Julj^h, ’ seated them's^lve#^ Rahttau, too, apolo- 
giaM to that womail‘f>>FiioSe ifiakce, had her power* 
heeiT'corresiliiefa^fen^ ^onld h&vh ttahshxdd'^hhn 
to the eartlii 'br ee^ed his' hmhs like those 
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' of Struensee But if the couut was fiery and 
ojjen, Juliana could be cool and reserved she 
Aerefore affected to rebuke Guldberg for his pre- 
sumption, affinnmg with the utmost effrontery 
that she knew nothing whatever of the measure 
alluded to , and felt truly sorry that the govern- 
ment, m its present state of weakness, should lose 
the support of one of its Jirmest pillars this ironical 
and satirical speech conveyed to Count Rantzau 
the acceptation of his dismission from the council 
of state 

Count Rantzau then withdrew, visibly and vio- 

♦ lently agitated. To conceal the tears he could 
not repress, he kept wiping his face, and com- 
plaining of the heat of the drawing-room His 
valet, Ernestus, with evident marks of concern, 
marked the angry frown that ruiOSed his brows , 
and would,, if he had dared, have asked wfiat had 
disturbed jMm The count read his thoughts m 
the expressive features of ^s valet, and said, 
“ There is nothing the matter^ only it is so d— d 
hot Go, my friend , order a ij^tgpon to pvertake 
my coach, and bnngatback”^ ISrnestus turned 
pale at this .order, for he. knew the count had 
been inviied, and had designed to spend the day 
^and night at Fredejneksborg He obeyed in si- 
lence, half suspicious that the pesunt’s head sat but 
loosely on his ^lioulders. The yis-a-^^s drew up , 

• th,e count leape^, j .followed The 

whole .way feoipae the cquptjltep|: ppmpfanung of the 
heat, and wipytg|us ffice M^enthe arrived at his 
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palace, he undiessed, and had recourse to his con< 
stant solace m trouble, i, e hn pipe "• 

This was Uie last time tliat ever Count Rant- 
zau was at court m Denmark The next day a 
gentleman of the court, Major Harboe, of the horse- 
guards, came to the count, osteusibij to piopose 
an accommodation, but in reality to sound his 
feelings, and if possible ascei tain his futm c views. 
They took chocolate together, and had a long con- 
ference The count was too experienced a com tier 
to be entrapped by a shallow young man like this , 
and the latter, unable to induce the count to make 
a confession, in all probability substituted one of 
his own fabiication , at least, the events that fol- 
lowed indicated as much 

The disgrace of Count Rantzau was soon spoken 
of by the whole city, and generally with satisfac- 
tion, for he had the singular adioitness to ofiend 
meiy party in the state, without foiming one of his 
own The rumours respec ting his ill treatment of 
Queen Matilda, were fed by exaggerated state- 
ments from Juliana and her partisans, by which 

* Tb* cennt yw exeemvely addicted to smoking, and ver} par- 
ticular in every thing reJati^ (hereto, his meretekuym pipee 
(mounted in gold and silver) were of the costliest held , his tobacco 
was procured fiom Cadiz he frequently smoked iumseif to sleep, bis ‘ 
large pipe, secured from lotting anv hre fall out, resting on ribbons 
abosa^lhs head, and the tube m his mouth he would at times 
‘in the night t mu pipe full of tobacco lasted two hours k 
^er tiud^sbox, &e. stood by h» bod aidjt, ready to«enewhiB pipe 
^ 1$ It ebanora to^ottt. 
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.moans the chaiacterof the count was most unmer-r 
cifully treated, particularly by the ladies The 
dourtiers no longer sought his notice, his anti- 
chambers were no longer ciowded by humble sup* 
phcants , but,‘m the midst of a crowded city, he 
feft himself m solitude and alone 

After the visit to Fredericksborg palace, he stay- 
ed but a fortnight in Copenhagen, and that penod 
\v as principally employed in arranging his pecum- 
ary affairs, and taking leave of his mistresses The 
childien of Count Rantzau Rastorff were the heirs 
to the entailed estates , and the count, with all lus 
levity, was anxious that his tenants, to whom he 
had evei been a mild and indulgent landlord, 
should not bo oppressed, nor, after his decease, 
be deprived of then honest earnings that during 
his life-<ime thty might have acquired,,' 

Love, war, and state intrigues had alternately 
engaged the counts attention from his earliest 
days of manhood , and so docile was his gemus, he 
could follov’" iJie three pursuits at mice, with as 
much intensity as if one alone engaged his atten- 
tion The last object of the count’s amours in 
Denmark was a fine young actress, Sophia Laver- 
net, who was the first female dancer in the opera 
He was wooing this young damsel just as his head 
was full of the great undertakmg he meditated 
against counts Stiuensee and Brandt The fa- 
ther of fais favorite was a tailor residing m 
the city, to whom she was very liberal As 
she lost her engagement by accepting the ad- 
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dress&s of Count Rantzau, the old noblemali 
settled a competent annuity on her parents to 
protect them from want in their old age , whilst 
he conferred sufficient wealth to render Sophia 
independent , the interest of which' he secured to 
her during life m the Bank stock of England* 
with libeity to dispose of one moiety by will : the 
other moiety he gave her to use as she pleased 
This girl was not more than eighteen when 
this old nobleman found means to gam her affec« 
tions Her character stood the first of any young 
actress on the stage , she was neither insolent nor 
wasteful , and, in point of personal beauty, there 
were few could boast of brighter charms. In 
stature she wjis of a graceful height, without 
being tall, her face oval, features of the Italian 
cast , her eompleition was remarkably clear, and 
her colour so blooming that she never used rouge , 
her eyes were a bntliant black, her lips, thin, 
rosy, and finely formed , her teeth small, white, 
and even , her tresses a dark auburn , her neck 
and bosom were of the finest form , her motions 
graceful, and her disposition good and affable 
Such was the young girl whose first public at- 
tachment was to a in*'n of sixty years old Hei 
subsequent conduct indicated that her respect foi 
the count was not founded on mercenary prm- 
cnples alone Miss Livernet’s quitting the stage, 
Ig^e offence to Queen Matilda, to Struensee> and 
Brandt^ and a message was sent to the count to 
require her re-appearance He sent Word that 
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Miss Luernet lesided in his hotel; and if^they 
Y anted her; there'> she was to bn fowid The 

* queen, haughty and irrilKible]^ \ms for sending an 

officer to take her by force; but Struenses and 
Brandt, nrho knew the douBt better than the queen, 
'dissuaded her from taking any Bteps by which 
£hey might make* an irreecmc^tsable'enemy of diat 
enterprising hian Such Was the brief history of 
Sophia Lwumet, who, at tSia ttme d£-\ihe<vcount’s 
difference with^he^tactihix whom he had'set up, 
was Imtig With hiaiMn'the pnneens palace, a 
still greater than lus pipe, urlucb is say- 

ing a great deid,' considermg the strength of his 
httai^ihe&t to that source of humble pleasure But 

* therewras this'differeace between the one and the 
other, : Aaihely, that he 'forsook .his Unstresses 
when ■'the bloom >of youth and<beauty forsook 
ihent, i end often f ilong' ^before , whereas, the 
'’huiger lte< miol^'hie'^fnbueeAuym pipe, and the 
Older }li*g>ew, ^theitnorbbeaBtiful mid valuable 

^became sndi^jeyeailf' h "> ► ^ * 

o jtiOs'afihMu being finally 

edttiledy dbetjasqnh ieilRb#hilsd biuemet m his 
hotel^*«ipde 3 d^d$ted^dh% tihrmate valet, 

StnesIdB, w^ Blsmeur, and 

thence to W«&i’eiiboigl''«Uh|aA^ Baitic.'i 

CO- 

the 
B4 

tli&e J8 no S We^enSo^ mtSbS there probably-exjht*' 

N 


^ Thii 
lour for yvliicti 
internal hea4 l 

t In the man of ^ 


paUP , ihq^nch ckvM 
nifta^r^f^oxuifg from 
rtSiiliar to pro^evse that effect 
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Dunn|f the passage lie seemed absorbed in thought 
The sight of Cronenberg Castle brought the re- 
membrance of Matilda and her sufferings to his 
mind, and whether it was her fate or his own, — 
loi he felt he was going into peipetual banish- 
ment,— he again complained of the heat, and 
wiped a tear from his eye A tack made by the 
skipper, close to Copenhagen, affoided the count 
a view of the mangled remains of Struensee and 
Brandt The count was startled at the sight, 
his features denoted horror and surprise “ Put 
about instantly,” said he sternly to the skipper , 
“ do you think I want to look at the remains of 
those men Unconscious of offence, the skipper 
humbly stated that he must first gam the point of 
land a-head Ashamed of his weakness, the count 
flung him a ducat and went below^ where, leaning 
his head on his hand, thoughtful and abstracted, 
he sat silent and motionless The skipper was by 
birth a Norwegian, and findmg that the count’s 
lalet was his countryman^ he shewed him the 
ducat, saying “ What* made your master startle 
at the sight of the limbs of Struensee and Brandt, 
and order me to put about, when without reaching 
the Ness, I could nof g^tbn Wi^h this wmd The 
valet shook his head, and made no reply the 
skip^r continued, Perhaps the old gentleman is 
not i'lght in his head, or may be, all is not right 
here’” — lay mg his hand on his heart , ** Had he any 

aoDH* w to tlM route talceii 1^ tike eooBt Stan Ct^nhagen 

lo Coreoer 
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liand m bringing those men to that dreadful end*’ 
^ if he had, the Lord, have metjcy ujion him, I would 
not have their blood on my hands~not for all the 
ducats m the world — Emestus looked the old 
man m the face attentively, and said in Norsks 
“ Are you not Peter Nielsen, who rescued the 
king from the sea when he was crown prince’” 
“ Aye,” said the blunt old man, that man am L 
The villain Biockdorff,* I believe, God forgive me 
if 1 wrong him, intended he should be drowned 
King Frederick, of blessed memory, gave me 
a handful of money, and ordered I should be 
piovided for, but I never had any provision, 
till the good young queen chanced to hear that 
I had once saved her husband's life Heaven 
bless her, and be her guide and protector’” said 
the grateful seaman “she sent for tfie, and made 

• “ During tlie Ufe King Blrc^nck tlie Fifth, Uie royal party 
, were often entoiaine^ hj i WfUetvftqfu;, upon that pail of the m* 3 
which lies inunediatehr hehiSd {Tru^l^iMiarg Tha present kinct 
(ChneiiaD the S^rentby in «fe of ^^peditums was more wild 
and disorderly t]giu nndier aw remonstianees 

could proTwl Jp bo ^ gentlmen of th< 

hptisehold, ^Braekdt^^rlnnl^ itilnners were 14 general 

not the most polished^ thm^iid Iflf Ihroy the prince into the 

\T*ter, unless h« bAitiS ttdfO* deca%i ep^ ‘Wchg him by the 
arm, he Was teOUy lyufiMtuiMtef or OlOtlNSrd'eiKmgh W lhnif^him 
orerboard x thopmca^infmMiat^ nave^ but hp forgot 
the ciro»i«iiitow4 gad «^dt lw^,^isibrtil^^to a of h» 

‘•top motheE^upou bis life,' ui ord^ to raise her sou Piynce Fi^cnc 
to the thraob, i lW'sqii|||lE|ott gaew up twth hiai,, and it was m 
vain to attempt to persuadh him to the cenfaaiy ” JAitivbe, p 27 (i 

N 2 
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me tell her all about it, which I did in my 
homely way The beautiful queen shook hei 
head, as much as to say, I know# who was at 
the bottom of this so did 1 too, but 1 did’nt 
say SO' so then she bade her woman tell me 
I shotdd be pronded for when the king came 
home, who was then m England , and she shook 
me by my coarse hand, and made her baby put 
Its little hand into mme, to thank me for having 
saved its father’s life , and she gave me money, 
for I was very poor through sickness and bad 
luck and soon after the king returned, I was in- 
deed sent for to the palace, and the ku^ himself 
took me by tlte hand , but it seems his majesty 
thought I was provided for. Count Struensee was 
there , but he was no count then —happy, mayhap, 
if he never bad. He was tlien the king’s German 
doctoi 1 could sphak a little German , and he 
told me I was to have a hundred dollars a year 
for my bfe, so that 'I need never work or go to 
sea again . 1 fell on my knees to thank the king 
and queen, and tol(% themT i^uld die if I was 
not Jo woijlE, nor gb.,tp,sea’ they^ed when 
they heard this; " kfog nian, 

thou shalt not (fie, if 't esut eave ^xee *’ so then. 
Doctor Struenjiee,-f'-God itdoss hm ^Ull and may 
his ms be fqrgivep liim-r«aid^,'‘A'^f^ of a small 
ves^l Tppld hp mora«se|^^ 4 ,said the 
ahalkhave Vf^i|^^^d^t^^liehslon' 

to^3^B|i| 'ya<^t-vra|t^f, 

Now ^ve , not I and |ome a right to ;i^y for 
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my benefactress’” — Emestuswas so much affected, 
he could not rpply of the circumstance he had 
* often heard $troensee speak, but the man he had 
never seen and now that’ Count Rantzau was 
fallen in disgrace, ^ the vessel bestowed by the 
’queen wafted hifn from the shores he was doomed 
to tread no more. The wmd was noiw right aft , 
the mate was at the helm, the count yet below , 
the old skipper and the young valet were stand- 
ing forward , of course, the sound of their voices 
was borne away by the breeze the heart of the 
young man was so full, he could no longer con- 
ceal that he had been the favorite valet of Stru- 
ensee , that he was npW in the service of Count 
Rantzau, who was the nobleman by whom his 
packet had been freighted 

The old man was deeply affected at this dis- 
covery, for he knew not Wore the name of bis 
freighter “ Well, indeed, might hs conscience 
twinge him at the sight of those men’s limbs *” 
said the skipper, indignandy ' " But how came ym 
to take service with the sworn enemy and de- 
etroyer of your late master I lost my all when 
I was ^0 prison; 1 gaii^ 'no, evidence against 
fhe'que^ ndr tw eountV thus J was left des- 
titute and ui^atd. , <>fmt Rmitzau is a generous 
and goo^' aik hekmg that 1 had been 

fmth^k!B8|.wahtin|rh valet, his excellency hired 
"me, hhi s^limd it^l^nt mastm* 1 have found 

smd the skippen “ you 
yodr honest parents, whom t well 
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knew at Bergen , many a cup of good wine have 
I drank in their cellar, and blessed be his 
righteousness that is now bringing disgiaee and 
punishment on the destioyer of my benefactors ” 
“ Take this ducat,” said he, and, return it to 
the count, and tell his excellency all 1 have in the 
world I derived from those whom he destroyed ” 
“ You mistake the epunt’s character,” said Er- 
ncstus , “ No, I mistake him not,” rejoined the 
blunt old man , “ and if you will not carry the 
ducat back, why here it goes ’ (throwmg it into 
the seaj it would bring a curse on me and mine if 
I were to keep it ” The skipper then began a long 
argument to persuade Emestus to quit the ser- 
vice of the count, and the valet was no less 
zealous to convince the skipper that he had formed 
too unfa\ orable an opinion of hi m ; so th at when they 
reached Wafrenboig, the opinions of both were 
still the same The skipper promised to be silent 
and discreet as to the quality of his passenger, ex- 
cept the count should*^ avow himself, and having 
received the freight, wh^ch the skipper made a vow 
should be given to* the po<^r, and never blended 
with bis hone^ monev i they took leave of each 
other 

w w 

The count did not find his spirits revived by 
his valet's telling him, in reply to a demand why 
he seemed so melancholy, the i^gular converse^ 
tion he^^ had with.the eld skipper; sappi'essing 
only tll^^hearty maledic^oiM'^’4to»tovri^ hia 
master The count seemed store surp^sfeiid than 
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pleased at this adventure “ Did the old fellow 
I^now me,” said the count he was answeied m 
’ the negative ^ I am sorry fbr it," said he, “ for 
1 should have wisl]|ed to have tried his attachment 
and hi«i avarice . I flung him a ducat, because 1 
had spoken cross to him , perhaps he would not 
have accepted it, had'he'^knoivn Count Rantzau 
was the donor ^'He flung it m the sea as soon as 
he learnt it”. "What’" said the count sternly, 
“ this, after tellmg me he knew me not The 
valet then told the whole story from beginning to 
end the count was deeply affected at this proof 
of stiong aversion " I am already,” said he, “ an 
outcast from society, a wanderer, like Cam, every 
man’s hand is held up against me !” For an hour 
or two he contmued very melancholy, till a buxom 
girl coming m his way, Matilda, Stcucnsec, and 
his own self-bamshment, seemed forgotten m the 
ardour with which he paid his addresses to the 
rosy young rustic 'From Warrenborg, the count 
travelled in his own equipage (that arrived by 
another Vessel) by land to Korsoer, where he 
crossed the Great Bel^ landing at Nyborg, whence 
it IS four German^ or sixteen English miles, to 
Odensee,^ the capital pf Funeu, and formerly a 
royal residenne. 

Xiie execrable tyrant, Christian the Second, was 
buried m a church m this town, The brief account given 
ofbiqt^W^’Mr Coxea travels is sc very interesting, that 
tbe translator thought he should rather please than offend. 
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The count hired a furnished house^ about five 
miles fiom that small mty, where he lived per- 
fectly retired, seeing; no company whatever, ex- 
cept tlie faimer’s daughters who brought him 
fruit \Vhen his sensual fits came on, he ceased 
to morahse those subdued, he was again the 

l]i9 readers, by inserting it as a note to this portion of the 
Secret History of the Court of Denmark — 

“John ascended the throne in 1481, on the death of his 
father Christian I , and in 1497, renewing the union of 
Calmar,* obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit him to enjoy He died on 
the 12th of f ebruary 1513, having on his death-bed ad- 
monished his son, Christian II , admonitions which had 
no effect on a breast already corrupted by power, and im- 
patient for dominion John would have acted more 
w isely, had he endeavoured to render the infant mind of 
his son capable of reemmg the impressions of virtue, and 
had not shamefully neglectod Jiis education , a crime 
highly reprehensible in a father, but unpardonable in a 
sovereign, who is perhaps rearing a tyrant for his sub- 
jects, and entailing on hja eoUntry a series of evils, for 
which he is himself ehioity A^ccountable, Historians 
agree in representing John ana wise and prudmit pmtoe, 
lucbned to peace, bat en^jpprising ia wps , anil as gene- 
rally moderate and humane f admitting, bftWever,that he 
perpetrated occasionally tUits violence and cruelty, 
derived from a species of melancholy madness, that ' 
preyed upon his mind, and at times bun of his 

senses . 

His son, the cTuel and anfbrtaoate Chmtian U is en- 
tomb«d.%ar his father, under a pfaw gtake>«h!hts, 
what raised, but wi^ut inscription, Ha was (Knm at 
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sentimental philosopher, and stern reviser of an 
ill spent, oft lamented, but never amended life 
It was not to be expected but most of those 
florists and iruit girls, who visited the house of 
the count, should prefer as a sweetheart a fine 
young fellow, scarcely one-and-twenty, to a count 

Nyborg, on the 2d of July 1481 , and disco\ered in his 
youth symptoms of a lively genius and good understand- 
ing, which, if properly cultivated, might have rendered 
him the ornament, instead of the dishonor, of his country 
The young prince was entrusted'to a common burgher of 
Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the house of a 
schoolmaster, who was a canon of the cathedral In 
this situation, bis chief employment consisted in regularly 
accompanying his master to church, where be distin- 
guished himself beyond the other schcdars and choristers 
in chanting and singing psalms He wag afterwards 
consigned to the tuition of a Qerman preceptor, a man of 
learmng, but a pedant, under Whom, however, he made 
a considerable proftcieney in the Latin tongue From 
this humble education Christian imbibed a taste for bad 
company, and was accustomed to haunt the common 
taverns, to mix with the popidaee, to scour the streets, 
mid to be guilty of every ascess The king at length, 
informed of fliose irtegolanftes, reproved him severely , 
but as the ptincQ bad already contracted habits, w faich 
were grown too strong to be eradicated, these admonitions 
*Were too hatss He feigned, however, contrition for bis 
past behaviour, and^agam won the. affections of bis father 
by his miUtary snocesseain Norway, and by au unweaned 
apphcation to tito' affiurs of government 

ftt^ years of his reign, which commenced 
10 , 161 ^ bis ndnunistration was m mai^ respects worthy 
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of Sixty, although he migl(i4 barnilg unknown Con- 
tingencies, be able to trace his pedigree up to 
Charles the Gieat, or the greater hero Oden , oi 
carry in Ins arms threescore and ten quartermgs 
Ernestus, delighted and gratified^ 'thought again 
of the fair ladies m the gay coijrt of Matilda 
both master and man seemed to have lost ‘all 

of praise , and the excellence of many of his law s, has 
induced Holbeig* to affirm, thal if die character of 
Christian was to be determined his laws, and not 
by his actions, he would merit the appellation of Good, 
rather than of Tyrant Hhppy would it ha\e been for 
himself and ius people, had be continued to reign on the 
same principles 

At first, all hi8 enterprises were crowned with success 
he abridged the power of the Danish hobility, and exalted 
the regal pr^ogatives , he obtained the crown of Sweden 
by" conquest, and was even ptoclaiined hereditary sovereign 
of that kingdom A prudent and temperate tise of these 
advantages might haxe ensured him, a fong and undis- 
turbed possession of the throne , but bis natural disposi- 
tion, now freed from ^ restraint by prosperity, hurried 
him to the perpetration o|, the most*^ fiagrant acts of 
tyranny The dreactfol nuuiptcre of Stockholm, m which 
SIX hundred of the principal nobility wmre put to the 
sword, under the semblanee of lew, and'nmid the rejoic- 
ings for bis coronation, eadiibited such a efinking instance 
of his malignant and implacable cbarac^y'^at, on the 
success of Gustavus Tasa, the spirit of lenstauce diffused 
its^ji^jtapidly from Sweden to Denmark , where he 
motsperated bis subjects by r^eathd* oji^essiohs, aud the 

* Pan Gea vok 2 p« 94. 
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mournful recollections , ivhen^ suddenly an event 
occurred, which reminded the count how just his 
first conclusictoS were, namely; that if he did not 
t^o into voluntary exile, he shohld be banished by 
regal power . 

•About five o’clock one mornings a royal courier 
arrived at Uie counts door, announcing the ap- 

oonfidence which he pletced in the lowest and most worth- 
less favorites** 

In 1623, Christian was pubhcly^ deposed by the states 
of Denmark, and the crown transferred to his uncle^ 
h redenck duke of Holstein^ This deposition was neither 
the con««oquenco of Frederick’s intrigues, nor of party 

* The first of these favorites was the mfaniou'4 Sigfebit, mother 
of the king b mistress Divekc This artful woman, who was a na- 
tive of Holland, and had kept an mu at Berghen in Norw*a}, even 
after her daughter’s death, retained such power that^she might be 
styled prime minister she Was the only channr 1 of fitvor, transacted 
all affairs of importiyneef had the care 6f the finances, siipermtendcd 
the customs of the Sound, 'and bad, in a word, acquired suth a wOii* 
dcrfitl asrendency over the in^htuated monarcl)^ that her mfluenre was 
attnbuted to fascination On the king s depontton, Sigrcbit was so 
much detested, tiial, from apprehensiona of the popular fury, she was 
conveyed m a chest m beard iW vaami whidi carried Christian 
from Ooninaik fiolberg adeb, she eqnsoled the king for the loss of 
his crown, by ajBaermg him, that, threngh the emperor’s interest, be 
could liot fail of being chosen burgomaster of Amsterdam The 
particulars of this womans life, eubseqdent to her escape from Den- 
mark, are not known , 

The other favorite xl Christian, no less jn&mous than the former, 
was Nicholas jShgfdjlK^ drigmaUy a barber of Weslphaba, and re- 
commended fo the king by his relation Srgrebk He rendered inm- 
self so useful to (Sinstfan hia mpgumipy advme at the nussacie of 



188 


SLC-Uil UlSTOAY OF TllE 


proach of a nobleman from the court and al* 
most before Ernestus was dressed. Major Harboe 
arrived “ I mu4)t see Count Rantzau imme- 
diately,” said the raajoi , ‘‘ His excellency is not 
up Then you must conduct me to his bed- 
room ” “ Ho! ho*” thought the \alet, the guards 

are behind to take away the count, and perhaps 
♦ 

spirit , but occasioned by the just and universal detesta- 
tion which pervaded all ranks of peoples and bad more 
the appearance of a new election on the domise of the 
crown, than of a revolution which deprived a despot of 
his throne Christian himself was sensible of the general 
odiumr, and, though by no means deficient m personal 
courage, made not the least effort to retain possession of 
that throne^ which be had often dishonored Quitting 
Copenhagen, he repaired to Antwerp, under the protec- 
tion of Charles V whose Sister Isabella he bad marned 
After many delays and solicitations at the different courts 
of Europe, he at length collected, by the eraperoi’s assist- 
ance, a fleet and army, with which ho invaded the Danish 
dominions his attempts^ however, proving unsuccess- 
ful, he fell, in I5i2, into the hands of Frederick I and 

w 

was consigned a prieone to the castle of Sonderborg, a 
strong fortress in the Isle of Alsen 

The place of b>s confinement was a dungeon, with a 
small window, admithng/mly a few rays of light, through 

Stockliolm, and lemg du^instnunent of his cruelty, that be was 
rewarded with the archbidkeyrk o^Isindcd, Kot long afierwaids,' 
however, the kfng (hriw on ht* ^vpDte the odium of tlie mas- 
Mcre^reed eacrifieed him td the pu^ vengesneet tbs mifortuiHite 
victim was dnt racked, and then honit afire % exbihnmg melan- 
chi^nBample, what htde confidence is to be reposed in Ae &vor of 
a tyrant 
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myself also ' ’ There was no room for dehberation or 
delay, the valet therefore, with fear and trem- 
bling, in^rbduced the major to Count Hantzau m 
his bed room The count awoke m an instant , 
and in the most careless and indidbrent manner 
told Emestus to go below, and stay there till he 
was called then, without rising) hut courteously 

which his proTisioDS were conveyed Having entered 
this gloomy cell, with a favorite dwarf, the sole com- 
panion of his misery, the door was instantly walled up 
Even the horrors of this situation were aggravated by die 
death of his only son Jcdui, who expired at Itatisbon m 
the fifteenth year of his age, and on the same day in which 
his father was taken prisoner The premature decease 
of this accomplished pnnee, whom he tenderly loved, and 
on whom he rested his sole hopes of enlargement, reduced 
him to a state of despondency Attn moeb anxious soli- 
citude by what means he could comey intelligence ol faj<i 
dreadful situation to fais daughter die electress Palatine^ 
and to the emperor Charles \ the king prevailed on the 
dwarf to counterfeit siokness, and sciicit lus removal from 
prison for the rteovejy of bis heahh If successful, he 
was to seize the first e|)portaQity ot escaptdg from the 
Dani^ domuuoQS to tim comet of die electress, that she 
might engage the emperor to intercede with the king of 
Denmark for some aUevtaiion of her father's sufferings. 
T'he dwarf accordihgly fe^ed sickness, was transferred 
to the neighbounug icevo, eluded the vigilance of his 
guards, and made his wxtpe, but wa^ overtaken at 
Reosburgh, dayV joaraey firom the Dan»h 

confines. ‘ ^ 

Cfarisdan, firusti^d m fhiSnd^pt, end deprn cd of his 
faitb^ associate, lingered for Jtotoe time in total solitude , 
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asking the major to take a chair, he said, Now, 
sir, please to explain the meaning of this un- 
expected honor * The coolness of fhe^ count a 
good deal disconcerted the major, who began to 
apologise for the unpleasant errand on whicl^ he 
was arrived Pho,'* said the count, do not 
mince^the matter, man* but tell me, has his 

until an old soldier, worn out with the fatigues of war, 
offered to share the king’s imprisonment This veteran, 
being immured in the dungeon, amused the royal prisoner 
with various anecdotes on the different princes and gene- 
rals under whom he had enlisted, and by describing the 
expeditions and battles in which he had been present, 
and, as be bad served from his earliest youth, was a per- 
son of much observation, and by nature loquacious, he 
assisted in relieving the of Christian’s captivity 

Nor did any event, scarcely the loss of his son, more sen- 
sibly affect the deposed sovereign, than the death of thii> 
soother of his misery, who expired m the dungeon 

After a conhnement of eleven years in his original 
cell, Christian was at length removed, through the inter- 
cession of Charles "V" tc a, Commodious apartment in the 
same castle, provided witS' suitable attendants, and in- 
dulged with the liberty of viSittng in the town, attending 
dmne service in the public church, and hunting in the 
neighbouring district ifet even this change of situation, 
which had been so long the sole object of his wishes^ 
could pot make him forget that he was still u prisdner , 
thq ^Recollection of which affei^ked him occasionally to 
sadh a degree, that he would sudi^nly burst into tears, 
throw himself on the ground, utter th)fr,most bitter lamen- 
Cations, and* continue for some time id a state approach- 
ing to insanify Hoyreyer dfserredly odious Christi<in II 
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royftl highness the Prince RegetU sent for my 
head ^ Am I your prisoner That depends,’' 
said thg major, on the answer your excellency 
pleases to give to these despatches handing a 
papket to the count, who, in a careless way, broke 
the seal, and running his eye over the contents, 
without deigning a reply, rang his bell^for his 

may have appeared m the former parts of his life , yet fais 
subsequent sufferings raise compassion , and it is a pleas- 
ing satisfaction to every humane mind, that he recovered 
from his despondency, and acquiesced in his fate with 
perfect resignation 

In 1546, after a confinement of sixteen years and seven 
months m the castle of Sonderborg, he was conveyed to 
the palace of Callenborg, m the Isle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached Chnstidu III 
repaired in person to Assens, received his^falltu rival 
with great marks of attention, and promised him every 
comfort which could tend to alleviate his situation 
These unusual honors, joined to his removal from a place 
where he had experienced so much misery, and the pros- 
pect ogam inhabiting bis favorite palace, excited tran- 
sports of joy, and he compared himself to a person le- 
called from death ^ 

Being conducted to Callenborg, he had the satisfaction 
of finding these promises religiously fulfilled* He sur- 
^vived this happy change ten years , and his mmd w as so 
softened by adversity, that, old as he was, his death was 
hastened by alHictio^ for the loss of his benefactor Chris- 
tian in He di^ ^ the 24th of January, 1659, m the 

• “ Quibus ille npn secus aij^mo exhilaratur, ac st morte cji- 
iraiiHik^nommliuem%iUuprrtvf^\ CragiiAnnal Cbrisl 111 p S24 
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valet , to whom he said, Order out horses and 
carnages immediately I am going with Major 
Harboe to my s6ftt at Aschborg lotfe not a 
moment m getting my carriage ready and do 
you follow me, after paying my bills^ and bi ing with 
you all my luggage/’ He then ordered coffee and 
refreshments to be prepared for himself and the 
major, and desired that the royal couner might 
be hospitably entertained The cool and tranquil 
carnage of the count filled Major Harboe with 
amazement, not unmixed with chagrm As thej 
sat at breakfast together, the major said, Your 
excellency sees the alternative — perpetual banish- 

78th year of bis age, and in the S6th from the period 
of his deposition 

* In 1808, amongst a great number of loose paintings not 
usually exhibited to strangers, there was, m the Museum, m the 
kings palace, a full length portrait, large as life, of Christian tlie 
Second To the best of my recollection the unhappy man was de- 
picted in the garments he hadon^lien, m 1553, he was exhumed, 
if the expression m allowably, fWap his dark and (beary dungeon at 
Sonderborg Castle Hia aspect was wild, savage, and gloomy , his 
habiliments all in tatters. In WoI&*b Nartkem Tour^ p 18, 
there is a representation of bnn, dreAsed m royid robes, and wearing 
the order of the Elephant Allowing foi die difference of agt and 
costume, the features appear the same m bo& representations , fronv 
which It 18 fair (o infer it good Ukeness, as it uniquestionably is 
a beuj^tiful engraving The story of Christy's amour with the fair 
Dyveke, daughter dTMadamp Sigrebit, 4l|^iYen at large m Mr 
Woiffek enteftainmg work Mr Coice, vol 5, p 181, mentions a 
Ctnlnn^ poi trait of Christm the Second amongst the pictures of the 
^ Oameb kings, that were m the palace of Fredencksborg 
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ment fiom Zealand and Funen, or compliance ' 
Is tile alternative not woith a little dehbera- 
'tion’”^ “Not the delay of one’monjent,” exclaimed 
the connt “ were this stupid head of mine the 
object of your journey, instead of my immediate 
departure for Aschberg, you would have found 
me just as ready to have submitted to the stroke, 
rather than submit to set my lawful sovereign 
and the croun prince aside, and declare Prince 
Fi ederick regent ” 

The major could scarcely refrain from smiling 
at the satiiical tone and manner in which Count 
Rantzdu alluded to the gross blunder he had 
committed Fmding him inexorable, the major 
dropped that subject, and the discourse took a 
diffeieut turn on the part of the count it was 
free and unembairassed, — whilst Major Harboe 
laboured under evident restraint and embarrass- 
ment He had the temerity, however, to lemind 
his host that it was probable, when his excellency 
arrested Queen Matilda, he little expected he 
should so soon be surprised in his turn, before he 
was out of bed, by an order of perpetual exile * 
The old nobleman told the insolent courtier, that 
he presumed the honor of being the bearer of such 
a message, had in some measure blunted his sen- 
sibility , Touched by this reply, he earnestly 
enttcated the c^fftnt’s pardon, which being granted 
as soon as ask^, and the breakfast over, the 
major was surpr^^!%^ to see the carriage drawn up 
to the door and count ready to depart They 
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crossed the Little Belt that day, and slept at 
Ilardcrslebcn At tlie end of the next day’s jonr- 
ney they reached Sleiswick, and on tlie third, 
totally unawares and unexpected, they arHVed at 
Aschberg As soon as they had got within the 
castle, the count bade the majur welcome , and 
invited him to remain as long as suited his con- 
venience Although some poisons might have 
taken this as a polite hint, that the sooner he de- 
parted the more pleasant it would be, the major 
construed it literally, thanking his host with much 
ceremony , but said he should remain only a day 
to rest himself The count ordered a noble en- 
tertainment to be served up in the state rooms 
His domestics wore their state liveries The 
table and side board were covered by massive 
pieces of plate, cunously wrought, that different 
monarchs had presented to the illustnous war- 
riors whose achievements rendered the name of 
Rantzau so renowned in history His wines were 
exquisite, and whilst they dined, a crowd of 
rustics, dressed in the^ best apparel, waited on 
the count to welcome him home. A bevy of fine 
healthy girls brought him nosegays, and baskets 
of their choicest fruits , ftnd the lawn being thrown 
open, opposite to the magnificent room where the 
count and his guest were sitting, they witnessed 
the affection and gaiety of heart with whidb a 
numerous and luippy tenantry ISuled their lord’s 
return,., 

The following mommg Major Harboe took a 
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formal leave of Count Rantzau ; who, just as he 
mounted one of the finest chargers in the count’s 
• Stud, asked him if he had no message to send to 
the qti^en mother “ None I * ‘said he, “ except you 
please to tell her majesty what a delightful spot 
Aschberg is, and how its lord was received ” Nor 
did the major forget to report the enthusiasm 
n itli Avhich the old nobleman was hailed by the 
soldiery on his journey, particularly by the vete- 
rans who had served under his command, by 
whom he appeared to be idolized It was this 
popularity with the army that induced the queen 
mother to court his support with so much earnest- 
ness , and the same feeling prevented their m- 
stituting any legal process whereby his ruin might 
have been completed 

I'he unexpeifited arnval of Majojr Harboe at 
Odensee, and^ the' sudden departure of Rantzau, 
prevented the latter from apprimng Miss Lavemet 
of this affair previous to his setting off for Asoh- 
berg When the bount hired a furnished house for 

himself, he took d smaller one for his mistress , 

> 

sending his valet, under the name of, Kruger, to 
Copenhagen, to request her return with the mes- 
senger Erhestus reached the Pnneens Palace 
unobserved>' and found Miss lavemet well in 
health, and delighted with the message , and not 
a httle un€^M;|!|^ her {nroteotolr’e aocounf, who 
was extremliy^mpopttlqr in the cit;j^'and< anathe- 
matised by the court his fall and banishment 
having excited vast surprise, and little commise- 

o2 
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lation. The reigmng paity were generally dis- 
liked, but they were also feared, and with that 
respect, which they aj^ared in common with Satan, 
they were forced to be content. Miss livemet 
and her waiting-maid returned with Erilestus, 
under the name of Mr Kruger, to Qdensee , and 
shortly after het father and brother followed. 
The count was rather embarrassed with this ad- 
dition to hiB suite , mid asked his i^stress if her 
father was a member of the Burger-guard ^ “ Yes, 
my lord, a serjeant ” “ Most excellent,” said he , 
“ then he shall wear a serjeant’s uniform of my 
regiment • ’ — Thus, the old tailor was metamor- 
phosed into a Holstein serjeant, but the good 
folks m the neighbourhood soon conjectured that 
he was more obliged for the count’s favor to his 
daughter’s beatity, than his mulitary services 
The brother of Miss livelnet was a capital dancer , 
but her connexion with COtmt Rantzau reached 
him, and he was discharged. Being apprehen- 
sive of a persectitioii, hr^ desirous of billetting 
themselves upon the ouUi|t, the lather and son 
followed their daughter and sister to Odensee 
Such was the ftate of adairs on Count Bant- 
zau’s sudden depm:<tu'%» ^iiestus knew hO was 
to escort Miss livetnet to AschbiEki^ ; but he had 
not received any diTectioas r^pedwg hei &ther 
and hej2,<bi^thet>» HO therehhre 's^^sted di^t jdley 
sho^' embark in a vtBfei then^st^y to sail for 
Lubeoh^;* which ci|y ii^s only^Sl ride 

from A^berg, khd t£tefe ^t' furt^ dtders . 
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Miss Livernet’s maid prefernttg a sail through the 
.maze of islands, or company of thayoungei 
Livemet, “want by water Labeck, and Ei- 
nestus had the felicity of escorting the beautiful 
young mistress of Count Bantzan from Oden- 
see to Aschberg. The weather was delightful , 
the journey picturesque , the travellers young and 
pleased with each other They did not reach 
Aschberg qi&te so soon as the count expected, 
but they assured bun, so many horses had fallen 
lame, wheels had come off, and accidents had 
happened, that it was astonishing they arnved as 
ijoon as they did 1 

They found the old count in high glee, his 
castle full of company, and nothing but feasting 
and levelry talked of as they approached the vici- 
nity of Aschberg. The count gave the terns to mag- 
nificence and pleasure ^ Balls, OcmCertsr masque- 
rades, and rural sports, succeeded each other, 
at which, not merely the nobility m the neighbour- 
hood assisted, but the wealthy ^3 of tra^c from 
Hamburg, Altena, smd liubOok. Such revelry 
and sober dissipation had never been seen before, 
except on MatUdsfa ,ife<^nV ?t^; and Aschberg 
seemed mbjre to reseifible tiaf coimtry pdace of a 
favourite minister of statt^ than the forced reu- 
d^oe of a b^t^ed man 
^ I have ^toftptfed ^ count’s -vices. Ibey 
wercjgreat ought not therefor^ 

to on^ hht ^r|;«A* which, his generosity 
held the foremost la&k. Be might have been 
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regarded as a model of what a landlord should 
be, if he had not employed his fascinating man^ 
ners, his polished addiress, his rank, and his gold, 
to corrupt the \^ves and daughters of his va<tsals. 
From his eifrhCst youth he had given himself up 
to amatory purands It was said of him by 
the ladies of Hamburg, that the count could never 
be forgotten at Aschberg, as long as the linea- 
ments of his face were discemblh^ nmongst his 
vassals * 

He was delighted to see his farmers dress 
and hve better than their neighbours With all 
his errors, and the vast power that his high rank 
and the accursed feudal system gave him, he was 
never known to oppress his tenants, or sanction 
any act of fiscal mjustice towarl^s them 

He poBse'ssed several lordships besides Asch- 
berg He caused all his vassals to be apprised 
of his ensuing departure for a distant country, 
never to return, and dso that it was his wish, 
before he went kway,* to dfeonre all his tenants in 
their presefit posessuibs ’ 6^ ‘Ranting them long 
leases, Whieh,^by t^ payment of a very moderate 
fine, might be renafljredt,* Hie' fixrghve all arrears 
to those who were ^r, ‘dr had large families* 
increased the fiunnis' of those' w4k> had too htUe 
land'>tmd to tbhtn^to plaht fi*uft>-fafeee 

/ H.* T* ft 

* TJu» fonMd die, sf 

illiterate IwUM^ It could scarcely wAuIm eem^Brnthf those 
who yieftft^ wcnfhttle hitbei dian ^ 
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tmd timber, he covenanted, that at the cxpnation 
jof ^eir l3asc>,if their Jords would not purchase at 
a fair valuation, they might femove the trees As 
a count of the Roman empire, he possessed the 
jK>wer of life and death over his vassajbs , but as a 
man, he abhorred the brutal and degrading sys- 
tem Ue held a local court of Justice at Aschberg, 
not to enfoice those odious lights, but to ratify 
and conhrm all the grants he had made, so that 
his successor should not have it m his power, 
were he so mchned, to harass or oppress tliem 
Tins solemmty over, he gave his vassals a general 
invitation to his castle he bad temporary sheds 
erected for their reception lie gave them such 
substantial feasts as the English barons arc said 
to have displayed in days of yore. Tents and 
marquees Mere provided for the accommodation 
of the higher classes rustic f^i^ was held, that 
was ciowded with bands of music, players, and 
venders of all sorts of bagatelles. Such was the 
last splendid f^te which, thus magnificent nobleman 
gave ere he took bis last J^^ye pf his native home 
These festivitma^over, the count .packed up 
the massive family platen that had aecumuUted 
for centunes. The heavy frames of solid silver 
were taken from thp laigp Venetian plates of glass 
'that ddomed-the state apar^peijda. The valuables 
of all sorts v^ere removed* great part of which he 
sent to Eh^l^urg lb be cmlvUrted into cash, and 
the |enuttii^',lo ilbfflferdam end Paris One 
of his iMtlaltours to examine his papairs; and 
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destroy those he did not wish to be seen Thifi 
was a painful task, for it bi ought once more under 
his eye the warm an4 grafeful epistles wiitten by 
the unhappy Struensee, when he looked up to 
Count Ranti^tt as his friend and patron 1 he sight 
of those papers touched his heart, nor could he 
help feehng remorse now that time had abated his 
resentments, and he was about to go into perpetual 
exile If the firm texture of his j^d had not 
been his shield, hC! must have dreaded an assassm 
in every stranger , as scarcely a day past when 
. the Copenhagen post arrived, that he did not re- 
ceive anonymous letters couched m the most 
opprobrious terms, and threatening him with 
death ’ These, whilst he lived m the midst of bis 
tenants, he tots^y disregarded , but it struck him 
that he might be pursued abroad by assassins 
employed by Jujhtna or hpr cabal, who might be 
glad to be nd of one who knew so much of their 
wickedness he. therefore determined to travel 
zncog, and if possiblp unknown 

Just before he set oft fiwm’the spot where he 
drew his fij^t breath, hej culled his valet before 
him, and asked ha<^ he any objUPtion to travel 
with him tp Praned promising to pro- 

vide for him in his will, ^ he aceepted his oflfer, 
and conducted himself aS hO lutberto had %one 
Ernestus readily agreed^ The pmnt had already 
made Miss Liveiuetmdependu|^>,nhdl^e gave her 
the of qmttmg, or goi^ into e»le with 
him , tellihghW, as he wished to tiraveltc^y 
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if she accompanied him, it must be in man’s at- 
tire, The count was agreeably surprised to find 
that her only lears were tha^ she* should be left 
behind Understanding tliat the coum; had sold 
plate and 'other valuables, the generous girl 
offered him back, not only the money he had 
given her, but all that she hdd saved as first 
opera dancer The old gentleman piessed her 
to his bosom, gave her a hearty kiss, and told her 
that all he wished was her company, if agree- 
able , and as to the sale of his plate, he did it to 
save the purses of his vassals * 

After he should have arranged his affairs at 
Amsterdam, the count intended to assume the 
name of Breitenburg,t and that Miss Livemet 
should pass as hts nephew. He also designed to 
leave Aschberg privately, but the aitxious vas- 
sals kept such vigilant watch, that touched by 
their affection, rather than influenced by pride, 
he set off in his state carnage and hvenes, at- 
tended by his numerous tenantry on horseback 
and foot amongst whom there was scarcely one 
but really felt regret at the count’s departure. 

t 

* Amongst the mtmMB hdojited f>y Coant Rantm to pro- 
,mote thft future wel&re of h» ^pea«| angulnr be did not 

at once emancipate diem Pedaps lie C^d, if he did so, it 
'might have been construed as ae^tioii, by his political enemies, and 
thus have iiynred t^e peatHotry. 

t iWe 18, or tntf, a dlidll of that name not fiur from Itzehoe, 
which foriherfy !)SlODAd|h Ufe^tlbanCs' Ratttimh, and was formerly 
their priMS^ ttirfSsWfJ *' ’ ‘ ‘ 
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When he arrived at the confines of his estates, 
the doors of his coach were opened to admit 
those who pleased ;to take a personal leave, when 
a scene ensued as would be difficult to describe, 
the gratefiil creatures embiamg t^e count’s legs 
and knees, kissing his hands, and bedewing them 
with their tears Full two hours were passed m 
this melancholy ceremony many fell on their 
knees by the road side to pray 'for blessings on 
their generous protector And when at last the 
cavalcade proceeded, the grateful rustics stood 
uncovered till a turn of the road excluded any 
further view Such were the honors spontaneously 
paid to Count Rantzau by his vassals on his gomg 
into perpetual banishment. 

Shortly after the count had armed at Ham-' 
burg, he vfas insulted by a Damsh officer, who was 
in hopes that he might thereby promote kis inte- 
rest at court The count was however so much re-' 
spected by the burgomasters, who had not forgotten 
the services he rende**ed their city when seized by 
Frederick the Fifth, that the officer was arrested, 
escorted'to the gates of Altena*, and forbade 
to retuin whilst the <^unt remand m Hamburg 
Notwithstanding this protection by the ruling ma- 
gistrates, and the pop\ilanty excised by hisrccent^ 
and past hospitahties, Comtt Rantzau perceived, 

* ' 1 e much too nesf, asid R Dwtjfdi he lar-. 

veyeddie qiotwhereon Aliena vmafierrrllEdl built t theJungrpidie 
St n^rence to Hamlmnrt tt wheh oudaisation the name was 
owing. 
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■^Irhercver he went, ‘that his appearance, excited 
hostile feelings^" One motnmg, when the count 
felt more tliSn coinmonly* 1 ow 4 ad desponding, his 
young valet said, after much hesitation, ** I am afraid 
Ivhat I am about to tell your excellency may dw- 
please you , at all events I know too well it will 
give you pain It relates to a solemn promise I 
made to my late master -may I proceed ’’* Count 
Rantzau colored' — Ernestus thought he was 
angry, and stopped speakings The count, who 
was daily becoming nervous, strack hy the solemn 
tone^nd manner of hts servant, felt the blood rush 
to his fui towed cheeks, and seeing the effect it had 
on Ernestus, with the greatest mildness he encou- 
raged him to proceed With his eyes full of tears, 
and. 111 a moyirnful tone of voice, Ernestus thus 
obeyed — :ia weare nowout of Denmark, and not 
more than a day’s journey from Zell, I could not 
reconcile it to my consoience to fail in the per- 
formance ol a sacred and voluntary promise I 
am sure you harbour ho resentment-' against the 
dead , and your excellency has often, in-my hear- 
ing, expressed respeetand cottwniseratioiflowards 
the quetn” The count nodded assent, holding 
his left hand actosarMS eyes, Upon^piy first m- 
’terview with ray master after our’ledrest, I was of 
course violently hffec^d; tmd imt at jny own 
caphvjty was suiting on the side of 

his bdd4 hisl&^if|i^giion his hand, lookmg 
the image tf diespair ^ wy* preseisee seemed to re- 
vive hun a little* He c^ftled me to him, embraced 
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me, and resting his burmng forehj^ on my 
shoulder, he kisf^d my cheek! I *w 
fected 1 sunk down at ms feet» m which pos- 
ture, m a few minutes afterwards, I handed him 
his purse. Whilst he leant and wept over me, 
he slipped ftoi^ his hospm a miniature picture 
given him by the queen It was fter own likeness 
as she arrived in Denmmk, The count whis- 
pered softly in my ear, * If I escape death, pre- 
serve this for me! if 1 perish, as 1 expect 1 shall, 
convey it to the queen.’ I put it in a private 
pocket in my waistcoat. When I was searched, 
it was not found Here it is,” said Emestus, 
handing to the count a portrait, painted, 1 be- 
lieve, by Reynolds, mounted m gold, and set with 
brilliants. The count looked at it with strong 
emotions, ’respect, commiseration, and remorse, 
weie visible in bis countenance. He turned pale 
as death, whilst the cheeks of Ernestus were 
covered with his tears The count gazed moumr 
fully on the portrait* f'ljr^a jgamute or more, and 
then exclaimed—*^ VnEappy lady, 1 solemnly 
take Gdd to witness thjpt if.my treatm^t of 
you was hatsh, motn^ were merciftil but 
thy maledictions’ are fpl^ing! already I am 
thrown down'^ those whs^ 1 set np ' like ihee, * 
Matilda,«am 1 in emlje. fall excited .the 
warmest sympathy, satisfaction 

To avoid the finger of scorn, or die less 

poignlnt stiletto of tie iS^sin, I shalf^ be re- 
duced to lay amde my name. Even my 'ashes 
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shall flud no sepulchre, except in a foieign land. 
No sculptured stone thust tell whose bones rest 
ttfete^ nr execrations vt^fll ptirsue me even be- 
yond the grave, and perhapl^ my remains, tom 
iVom the tomb, may, like Struensee’s, be scattered 
and devoured by the fowls of the air!” Never, 
at any previous moment, had BiheStus seen the 
count so extremely agitated Some mmutes 
elapsed ere he spoke to Emestus at last, m a sub- 
dued tone, he* said to his weeping valet, “ Go, 
liebe karl*, leave nie, and return when the 
bell rings ” It wan a filll hour before he was 
called. The count 'was calm, but his counte- 
nance bore more legible marks of the mental suf- 
fenngs by which his boSom was rent " You 
told me,” said he, mildly, “ !t was a portrait of 
the queen , but ydu did not name the little cherub. 
Whose likeness is comiealed withm the chrystal, 
under the crown and cipher wrought of the 
queen’s hair’” — ** 1 did not know of any such 
thirig, your excellency,” ssdd ErnestuS — “Then 
see It now, my poor fellow,” said the count. 

I am 'sdre it will prdimit an object that 
will toneV thy susceptible 'heart” £[e then 
moved a secret epi^g, and* the astonished 
young mail saw a rntmtate of the^oung pnncess 
'Lohisa Augusta, her b^estial features dressed in 
smiles, and sun^unded by ^budding roses Yhe 
likeiiess so thmngi^so exipimitely drawn and 

* Aa esprattioa, AisweraijiJft B!i4li>b to mjf gopdfeilowt 
if addressed to ae eqoal, it meanf mg diarf^w 
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painted, that its freshness, animation, and delicacy^ 
seemed almost to equal the beautiful and innocent 
origiual “ It IS the fac^ of a cherui^ delineated 
by the pencil of an angel,” said the count ‘‘ Then 
that angel was the queen, your excellency , for 1 
weU rememb®. one mormng w 1 wan dteanmg 
the queen’s hair£* that Lady Gohler asked to see 
the likeness of the young princess, and 1 am sure 
this IS it , but it was not set ” “ How do you know 
it was painted by queen Matilda^” Because on 
Lady Gohler saymg it was executed m a manner 
superior to the best style of any professional 
artist , the queen replied, “ If an artist loved 
his infant as tenderly as I love mme, natural 
affection would prompt him to excel himself” 
'‘Then it is her’s mdeed,” exclaimed the count, “ and 
1 am weary of existence ! 1 am half inclined to go to 
Zell, hand this precious relic to .the queen, 
and end in her presence a life that is msupport* 
able I” The remainder of fhat day he spent in his 
chamber, and told his valet to be ready to set off 
for Zell the fbIlown.|' ^ n|pnung Alarmed at 
his expressions, Ernestos went to the fair Liver* 
net, and told her confidential]^ what had passed 


* Ernestm'nUMs^skoRed the fiht finattir in the court , and often 
dreaaed the qacen4|riur, if her h«tf-d(qnKn> Sfa Andreaa Burcliaa' 
were Stmensoe waa extremely particular as to hia 

hair, sfhidi he wwe dreatod in the aamc manner «s the 
His toilettp was magniftcent, ami bp was profuse in tlm nse^ the 
most ctmQf Ih^ry point he nn 'epwdre 

and vdtqitinny ' ' 
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that moment between him and the count she 
shook her head, and said, “ Depend on it, — — — 
(dhllmn }itn^d>y his surname) “«the arrest of Queen 
Matilda will lead to the death of &e cpunt I 
know his heart is secretly a prey to the most 
deadly anguish With all his faults he is generous, 
mumficent, and kind He has bOen out>witted by 
a fiend 1 agreed to travel with him, because, m 
the first place, 1 really respect him, and would 
not appeal that mercenary being that was solely 
attracted by his rank and high estate, and who 
fled wuen adversity fell upon him 1 have wit- 
nessed paroxysms that have made me shudder 
In those moments I have found myself able to 
subdue his rage and recall his reasoning powers 
That forms a second cause why I have agreed 
to accompany the count in his undefined tra- 
vels, and m the disguise of a man ” She rmgkt 
have added a third, more potent, perhaps, than 
either; t e her secret attachment to £mestus, 
whose handsome fltce and figure, and kind dispo- 
sition, had made a ^mmplete conquest of her 
heart. 

Miss Livernet fdt more xmeasiness than she 
chose to express Her confidence m the discern- 
ment of the blue-eyed Norwegian ^as not small 
*She went with a palpitating bosoih^o the count , 
and suddenly .assuming a gaiety that was a 
strainer to her beart,« ran smiling into his room 
She top^d. him with a,]p]^tQl ut hand that he 
appeared to be loading Kg looks were wild and 
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liaggard. Tunung lus glarings cyo-balls towards 
1*11% ddor, he asked he^stVr^l^jh^w Me^dsure^ap- 
]p¥oach uniidde^, and yitiiout notu^^' ^instead 
pf reply, she ^she<S to ni| bp^om/and^tbrowing 
'her arn^s round iiec^ entretite'^, 1pm tp ^e^ye 
Hamburg, an^ not nsk^ms life by a duel with^tKat 
v^retched parasite, who hoped ibr eplat and pre- 
ferment, as the reward of his insolence “ Your 
character for courage, my dear count,” ^aid the 
artful pleader, (who marked 
but glanced only at a duel), “ i^ top w^ll esta- 
blished to suffer by your refusing to 
desperado who may dare to^challenge yop.”. The 
count, decet^e4^ in thinking Sophia Liverne^ was 
deceived, su£fered her to 'return' the pi^fo^ to 
the case whence ^he had thus taken tlicpi. 
Kissmg off the tear tlu^^ gli^tei^d m her bright 
eyes, the volatile old npbieman ’forgot, in the 
^caresses of that faspinatmg girl, the dreadful 
puipoaeho had in vjCjW when, she entered, for, 
goaded to desperat^pn by tbe storm of pasiaons 
that raged in his bospni, he had, in a frantic 
moment, seiaed lus, pistols; and if his faithful 
gu^dian had not dmwn the charges froip his 
pistols, wh«n he f’athme^ ’tu his qupters the 
night before, ^is own hands l^ad temmiated his ^ 
emstence ' „ 

The abeomplishn^^ts of Miss^ layernet^pre 
ndt confined to her grace^l dancing ’ she b^,a 
svfeeS voice,^ an<| ^thusiastioally devoted 

pedtd‘ gtood in tbe room, and 
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some music books lay strewed oh a table She 
tiiook )mx seat at the harp, and played some plam- 
tire German airs, accompanied by her dulcet 
voice, that rapidly drove away the melancholy 
vrhich had ^lled the count’s bosom , who was a 
votary of Apollo as s^ell as of Venus Fasci- 
nated by the skill and pathos of the fair girl, 
the enraptured nobleman clasjied her in his arms, 
and said, with vehemence, “ Sophia ’ thou art 
dearer to me than all my possessions beside' 
Say, my beloved, how can 1 recompense thee ^ 
Speak boldly, for were it to make thee Countess 
Rantzau, 1 would not refuse Smiling at his gal- 
lantry, and perhaps exulting in the power of 
beauty and music, she said, ** Promise me, then, 
upon your word and honor, never more, be your 
trials what they may, to think of sufcide ” The 
count was amazed In a moment he recollected the 
circumstance of his pistols being unloaded when 
he thought to have found them charged , and he 
Jelt that to her vigilance he was indebted for his 
life For some monients he was unable to speak 
At last he said, in a solemn tone, promise 
thee, noblest of women, never to raise my hand 
against my life , and if you will accept that band, 
thou shalt be my countess.” \ 

Sophia thanked him for'tb^ first part of his 
promise, and v^)|h inelfiible sweetness told him 
she would, rather possess his love as his mis- 
tress, than run the nsk of bemg despised as hia 
Wife. Reflect, ifiy lord,*” said slie, ** on the ndt- 
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cule and disgrace you must encounter were you 
to marry me, and have a tailor for yoUr father*in* 
lawl 1 idiould be cursed as a wicked, cunning' 
jadc , and ten to one, if you died first, but your 
heirs would find meads to annul the fiiarnage, and 
strip me of my fine title* 'No, my dear count, I 
dare not venture to become your wife Only 
yesterday morning, dressed as a country girl with 
a basket of flowers, I followed amongst three or 
four blooming lasses into your august presence. 
Because 1 had changed the colour of my hair, 
rouged my cheeks, and learnt my plaat Duttsch^ 
pretty well, my sagacious lord did not know me ! 
yet you gave me the preference , kissed me till I 
trembled for my rouge , and told me to be at the 
back door at eight o’clock and here, your excel- 
lency, are tlie necklace and the em:-rmgs that you 
then gave me ” The count could scarcely believe his 
eyes " What the devil does all this mean said 
he , “ Were you indeed the flower girl whose be- 
witching eyes and* well-fowned bosom, caught my 
attention^” “ Yes, truieed, my lord* I am that 
very girl, over whose virtue you thought to 
triumph, liy temptmg her avarice — As your mis- 
tress, my lord count, I can bear these youthful 
sallies, W adf ^ should perhaps treu- , 

ble you with ' complaints or remonstrances > I 
mi^»say, if at twenty years of age,l were content 

* $ipekea Iqr the ^ooktry peoj^ W)i»live in the 

of Bssl|Mig, is phtat i. e, kw Oerisn. 
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With a lovefof three aeore, I could not tell why 
my faufsband re()iiired a dozen flower gid» to 
* attend iiis'^Bilette every|paorqing,<attd shmild soon 
offend’ you ; anid ahall therefore never accept flie 
hCnorolP bein^ your coutitess T He laughed hem>* 
tiljr at her lively Mntf No longer thinking of 
Matilda, the portraits, or of suicide, he that day 
gave himself up to the fascinating girl, who 
stepped a minuet more gracefully fhan any woman 
in l^nmark ; and to pleaOe the count, exerted her 
talents to the utmost She put on the costume in 
which the day before she had beguiled him of his 
trinkets ' She sung» she danced, she played , she 
Oncouraged him to smoke Ho drank a whole bottle 
of Chateu Margeau — At last, he sung some favorite 
ducts with his attractive mistress , and giving the 
reins to dalhance, swore that he was ^ilL the hap- 
piest man idive , lUid never more would sufler the 
blue devils to get the upper hand of him I In the 
course of the evening he told her of that secret she 
already knew from JSmestus, and the tender-heart- 
ed girl, as she surveyed the portraits, dropt a tear 
on fhe high- wrought tnnket.«» She strove,-however, 
to suppress her emotions, and m a careless tone, 
said, ** You see I could deceive your Excellency * 

, shall I <»rry tins precious pictur^^ the queen ^ 
She will not recollect one wham she never saw 
except m a ballet.” The idea pleased the versatile 
count, who. Within the last twenty-four hours, had 
experienced the pax^ of the follest remorse, and 
the’ thnllmar delights of refined sensuality t.ook- 

p2 
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mg arobly m her fece, he aaid> “ Shall Emestes 
attend you ^ I kuovtr you have a good lopiwon 
of that youth» and pe^hapa would rathecjhe/uE wife 
Uian my countess T The pla^ulfgirl panned <this 
unexpected hit by saymg» that nejtfr to hm lord* 
ship scompttiy»noneotherhtoiild homorewekioine 
Krnestus'was debated with the jcharge. He 
dressed himself in a han<is(Hne suit of mo«ming< 
Miss Livarnet arrayed her loyely j^rson in the 
picturesque habit of a wealthy'i|iM9diuigmerehj|mt*8 
daughter, and thefr s^ off on ffieir despnation 
time enough to reach H ereiiiidit i They^ crossed 
the dreary tracts of sand, .and having arrived at 
7 /&\l, they went to the principal mnp After hav- 
ing taken some refreshnMUit, the young travellers, 
full of the interesting object of their^ mission, went 
to reconnoitre toe present residence of v. Queen 
Matilda^ in whose praise the ^people, of the mu 
were profusely lavish, and not less so^pf, their 
execrations agmnst those who had occasioned her 
misfortunes ** It is weff the qount is not .here, 
Emestus,” smd Miss-Iavecnet, hear this,” “ It 
IS well, indeed !” theyoung man rephed, “ I often 
shudder heanng such terrible things as lEqe fRqd 
of hinf at Hamburg, particularly by the English *’ 
“ I wish,” aaidt^Bophia, our dear count vfas safe 
out of Hamburg, /or I thmk he would not bc^^jm 
as great danger any where else,” Ernestos shook 
hiSjfoad, and saidr— the presentiment on his mmd 
wiiHuit he Would come to an untimely en^f).^|tt 
Ernestos smd’.toia» ^ 'guide whor/tvenf .be* 
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' fore them made a halt^ and told-lhesa, they were 
arrived oemr the’pi^ee , and ’aslted'* if fie should 
' 'inquire for any One withtir ^ This mteUtgenee 
^^4^ted dieir dKCOdtRe Vhey 'MW vthey weice 
%reived at the ootdurta ofcthe tuMn^ ai^ that 
helbre them aj^^dar^ >a lai^e fortifictation, ..siir- 
Tounded by a abroad moat full of water. ^ '^1 
was stilfand ulent Park masses of buikUng^apr 
peered to rise within above the vampartf. All they 
hee^, save riieir hiwtt wnoes, wmr the h^y tread 
of a bouple Of senhnele uped the drawbnd;^ 
The mocm burst fertii in ^kt ipletidpr as a dark . 
cloud passed away,'4md for afeW moments shew- 
ed the form of the palace before riiem ‘ It ap- 
peared old, deeayed, audgioomy. In what part of 
this pile does the queen reside said Ernestus. 

in the square btulding in the centra, it .was^nce 
' a very grand palace;^ t^fore the last duke surren- 
d^ed the duc^y of 2ell to his brother, Geoige the 
First, king of England ” Orand pidsee 1” said 
FTmesttts, **aiid is'^this the residence ol her who 
wasmistressofChrUtiadborg*” '<*You are a'Pane, ’ 
said the guide. Do you wish to see your queen * 

" Sheia very fond of imemgher subjects,'particulariy if 
tftey bring her any news of her children “ Then, 
SIT, we have news she wUl-be glad to heart’ fold 
^Miss Itveraet Ernestus tht$> asked the guide 
^%hat Danish attendants the queen bad witli her * 
AoT*, mnyi I should hoj*,” said the Hanoverian 
pibudly ; but here epmas ohe nbo can tell you 
'{noire f’Aphdsa^ this, Stttaneametip,andiit4tonc 
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of pleasdre and surpnse, aatd “ My God * is it 
possible ’ IS this not Ernestos The meeting was 
alike unexpected and agreeable Emestus told 
lum that the lady with him was frcmi Hambmqg, 
and invited Stuart to their ^uarteis The two 
domestics had, of course, $ world <rf questions to 
ask and answer, and the result was, that after 
Stuart was made acquainted with the purport of 
their journey, he advised Ernestus not to appear 
unless the queen inquired for him “ She is now,” 
said he, “ become tranquil, resigned, and m 
some measure reconciled to her cmidition The 
sight of you may make all her wounds bleed 
afresh let therefore Miss Kruger see her first, 
to give this valued present If the queen asks to 
see you, this lady will say that you are near A 
cousin of hen’s, a princess of Saxe Gotha, is now 
with her majesty They are just returned from a 
tour to see the castle of Ahlden, about twenty 
miles distant, where the wife of George the First 
was confined so many years Neither the coun- 
try, nor the castle, nor the sad history connected 
with It, are calculated to cheer her Spirits *You 
would scarcely knowh^, so greatly isshe hhaaged<> , 
and this visit, though d will plense her, yet I know 
it vdll almost break hef heart Cmne you to-morrow 
morning about nine* I will tell her that a lady from 
Hamburg wishes to see her alcme and on very par> 
ticuha business ” Hien# looking kindly at Sophia, ' 
t|||^|p^fisl ddfoesbo said, ^*You need nn hn^r 
^pl^port, madam, than youfown beautiful face* , 
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Sophia Livemet, dressed m her Hamhvrg cos^ 
tame, (that was rich and highly becoming}) at the 
‘^^inted time was at the poits^ pf the palace 
Stuart was there waiting lie opitdacted the fan 
stranger throagh various apartments that ,bore 
evident marks of.pa«|t grandeur and present 
decay In one, that was furnished m the modem 
style, he asked her td wait whilst he went to an» 
nounce her arrival 

He returned instently, and such was the 
i^tation of the queen, and her ei^ferness to see 
tins fair stranger, of whose beaaity and, graceful 
demeanor Stuart had>spokeh so highly ;^1hat she 
met her near the door of her breakfast-room In 
the kmdest tone of voice, and benignity of aspect, 
the graceful qu^een micouraged Sophia to speak 
without fear or reserve . 

In thjis interview Missinvernet was no actress 
Her intelhgent cm^stenance shewed that her 
bosom labored whh; some important secret Her 
modest look and ree^eetful demeanor were pledges 
for the sincerity of 'her good WiU tbwarde the 
augdst persAun^e she had tlier honpr of behold- 
ing. The ^emir stmOk ho less by her 
beauty, than with the elegance of her form, and the 
propriety of her camagev Had-nhebeen bred in 
a court she could not have sheip more true poMe- 
n^ Taking her by the ImuuI, ^at^l^ said to hen 
infsmnnan, “Stuart tcDa pm ythi comic tpbnng roe 
tidmga of my ehddiffen- ’Ho nirt. fceejp md in si|^ 
. pense, but tell are they well^alSow m nu 



216 . SECRET HISTORtY.^F lUE 

boj,^fMi4 My ,4arliQg l^ouis^ August f’ As the a 
qu^eo spolce, Sophia <lrepped on dne knee.. 
With her head half jayerted> not to ihatnrb Jbes^f 
majesty by too^^rnde a ga3se,.«he g^itly heWitof 
wards her th^ Mt^ature of her child'' *Xhe motaebt 
her eye eMigjht the yFell'Ipaoyre^iKirtMit of her > 
infant, she exclaimed t-" Heetv^*. it is my 
Louisa' — where' when' how' did' you , procure 
this portrait^ tell me, ere my heart bursts with 
^ expectation?’' “It was given by a deceased netde^ , 
man to his valet, and by that person consigned to 
my hands to be delivered tp your majesty ” “ A 
thousand and a thousand thanks, sweet girl, foe 
the precious gift. See how the umocent smiles ^ ‘ 
her unhappy mother I Never whilst I have life 
shall this dear image be parted from. my bosom. 
During this time the beauteous stranger reinamed< 
kneeling Presently the queen, whose emotions « 
nearly overpowered her^ exclaimedjHr** Forgive 
me, young lady, for suffering you to remain in . 
posture, let a gr$defid mo^er thus thank you for 
the r^inost welcurae gi.> jthat yoh %oould haye 
brought my ,i»bes* idoue excepted ” Saying. 
this^,^e ipised her to her boeom, and k»sed be^ 
che^V^then leadmg her tO' A chair, .commanded 
her,t 9 1 ^ seatf^, who flawed the truest sehse of 
pohteneisby^iii^faqtlyoheyilig > k ' 

TJe* qoeen,,she4l?e|yre ^n pipfiMion they re- 
h^^ he5 futt^fija^ughkheSft-' iS^e kept kissing the 
4 . devotion than 

for the relic of 
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a deity or saint. Tlien looking ^I'lstfulty at Miss 
Livertiet, she said — her kps quiverings as she 
spItAfe-^** How did* this esdape the Ijani-eyed 
v^ladce of my destroyers^ "VKhere is the 
ah' what* a dreadful hour was that when tast^t^ 
saw him ! My heart has since had many trialsV^^ 
and this IS not theleasi painful ‘I am now,” c6n>"’ 
turned she, “ a veteran in sorrow, though so young 
m years Fate has crowded into the last ten 
iponths of my life more misery thhn, if spun out 
to thelengdi of a century, might have embittered 
every hour I" Then adverting to Ern^stus, slie 
said — ** He must have run great risks in sdvmg 
this for me 1 wish to see him, and yet perhaps 
I ought not, on account of the recollection’s it will 
occasion ” Fixing her eyes on the young stranger, 
Matilda suddenly exclaimed Surely 1 have 
seen your face before 1 W ere you ever m Copen- 
hagen?” 1 have 'been there, madam, andha'ic 
had the honor of seeing your majesty at the opera ” 
“Ah!” said she, rapidly, ^ that iS'it You resemble ’ 
a favonte dancer belonging tb the'opera ** jlfS^da 
then odeed if Ernestos was still in Denmark.'^ and 
waa> told he was in Zell t respect his deli- 
cacy m sending thfeportroitb)^ a female,” said the^ 
queen. Then takingfrom her side a gold watch, and 
* superb appendages, gave it to her ihir ^esi, saying, 

“ Accept of this he a memoifal bf my eetebm. 
Before>you leavp Zell, I wish to'cotavefse with^yoii 
again. And should yoh ever ethn^'m need of 
a fnend, you may reokbn on me as one who witi* 
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never fail you Tell Ernestus,” said she, “ I will see 
him two hours hence ” The queen then rose, and 
her fair guest, in a lowly posture, with equal 
grace and reverence kissed her offered hand; Ma- 
tilda saluting Sophia on the cheek Stuart then 
conducted Miss JLivernet to tlie apartment of 

Madame a lady of her household, who 

kindly pressed her to tidte refreshments, dis- 
coursing With her in the most affable manner, 
whilst Stuait went to prepare Ernestus for the 
approaching interview. 

The valot felt infinitely embarrassed on ac- 
count of being m the service of Count Rantzau 
He had not been candid enough to tell that circum- 
stance to Stuart, and he was mdecisive how to 
act, and half inclined to conceal it He was un- 
determined till after he found himself in the pre- 
sence of his queen > '< 

Matilda rec;eived him seated on <so&. 
She turned her head aside, covering her fair 
fiice with a handkertphie^ her whole franie shook, 
and appeared almost suffocated with paii^l 
feeling Full ten minutes elapsed ere she be- 
came suffcientl^ composed to ask him questmns ; 
andtheval^ not !e^ agitated, s<^;eely 

reply. < Her ^st questions were about her chil- ^ 
dren MafiMa look^ mueh disappointed tthen 
she leatnr diat'^he ifioemit mteUigeiiee to 

give^ She theQ’dcmtmadded him to relate tes* 

, ha a he nariiied^ 

the leadifig ihodfn^ ^md ocOuriied. 
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seveial questions of inferior intere8t«'*-waiting as 
it weie to acquire firmness to put that which had 
its'fibres entwined in hei heart’^ core, Matilda, in 
a manner indescnbably touching and mournful, 
said, 1 have*been told that lecourse was had to 
actual torture to force hm to accuse me Tell 
me, Emestus, without duplicity or reserve, do 
you beheve that my merciless and unrelentmg 
enemies really had recourse to an expedient so 
wicked and so terrific Her head was bowed 
down as she asked this question so important and 
so painful Her fair bosom rose and fell, undulating 
. from intensity of feeling Her voice, scarcely audi- 
ble, was tremulous, and subdued From her fine 
eyes tears of shame, sorrow, and remorse fell co- 
piously , and though the most vivid recollections of 
the lost, fallen, guilty Struensee, failed her whole 
heart and shook her lovely frame, though his name 
quivered on her lips, her tongue ga\ o it not utterance 
Full of sensibihty, and weighed down by emotions 
almost too powerful to be sustained, Emestus, m 
a manner peculiarly solemn and emphatical, 
caught at this moment to do justice to the unhappy 
Struensee, bysaymg, **y«8, gracious queen, 1 
do most firxSl^ beheve diet my late unfortunate 
maeter was aetuidly tortured by the plication of 
thumb-screws, before he could wri^s^toh to act 

as youn majesty’s enemies desiied , andh^ #as me- 
naced, if he refused, with ihe cnielest tortures to 
which a hummi bmng^noidd bejmbjected ” — As he 
spoke, Mahlda raised her drooping head, her 
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mental eufEenng evidently abated, and her sor- 
row soothed by this oommuiucation The queen 
clasped her hands, and with mild composure ex- 
claimed> “ I foripve him ! with all my heart 1 for- 
give him^ and 1 hope that God will forgive him also* 
Coimt RantEau treated me very harshly , but he 
l&d a desperate undertaking to accomplisb> and 
I provoked him to the utmost of my power I am 
endeavoring to forgive him also. He was once 
my fhend 1 heai that he has fallen into disgrace, 
IS banished to his estates , and is how at Ham- 
burg The cause of his disgrace is variously 
stated , perhaps you can tell me Uie real cause 
Thai 1 can, my gracious queen The queen- 
mother, Julianh, Gene)ral Bicdistedt, General 
Kohler Banner, and M Guldberg, were all agreed 
to make Pnnce Frederick, Rt^ent, dunng the life 
of the kmg, my sovereign, tand of the crown 
pnnce. Without tiie c concurrence of Qaunt 
Raatzau Uiey dared, not make the attempt The 
cormt, madam, coiioe}|ipg that the kmg smd the 
erown prince migkjt b<ah be set aside, or ,that 
somethmg bad might befal them, sternly refused 
his assent. He re(uraached diose persons ^wko 
had proposed and atoondedr the measure as-being 
traitors to their king and country this, your ma- 
jesty may beheve me, was the immediate cause o^ 
Qouni.Batttzau’8 disgrace and exile *” The queen 
heard^ him with amazement, mcreduhty was 
mnilied jm her fine, sorrow-stridken features 
** What*” said she, ** do you tell me, that he who 
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tore me from my palace, my husband, and my babes, 

who has blasted mule honor, and destroyed 

my peace of mind for erer, — has been the saviour 

of my husband and my son, and for their sakes 

braved the re&entment of that cruel woman who 
■ 

reigns m my place f* * " It is true, my gracioas 
K)aeen, all thie has Comit Rantzau done!” ^Ma* 
tilda, with strong pasmon, exclaimed, **, Ittcompre- 
hensilde man* if this prove true, I can forgive him 
all the injuries that he has done me ! not long would 
my sweet Frederick hve, if his twuel uncle were 
once declared Regent! But are you not deceived^ 
how did^yott acquue the knowledge of those im- 
portant feicts ** From Recount’s own lips, gra- 
cious queen I attended fais excellency in his 
carnage as he returned in disgrace fifom the pa- 
lace of Frederioksborg* He exclaimed, f I haste 
twice saved my king and country m the hoar of 
penl 1 will save it ‘a Uiird time He never re- 
turned to cOurt again, IVMvards my unfortunate 
master» he generally expressed hatred; but of 
your majesty he has ever spidien with ^ utmost 
respect ” Tito queen ptttsed'for a short tune, and 
in rather a hasty tfadmfei' Swud, How came you, 
vtho appear to depidtt^yhurlale ^auwter^s wretched 
,iate, to take senhce W]tl»^Ootm!t''Rdnt 2 aur To 

< f , , t(f> ' ff * “<( 1 • » 

* lliese were tke coOat’g wqrtf ul^leh th^ 

to the hand he had ftt th* hif PmhT itje *t4hd; 1y which die hi> 
vamdtt ef DeuMuttwiMUveHilSl wi^fruksi'tStheatTestef Oomu 
fiaucniet » >’) >"< 'I' .'h ” t 1 1 » ‘ t • 
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this question, Emestus replied by telling the truth, 
to >tFhich he was tempted by the altered manner 
m which she spoke Vif Count Rantzau The queen 
said, My mclintUions would hafve led me to take 
you mto ray service, but for the cemstant recur- 
rence of things 1 Wish for ever ‘to banrsh from 
iny memory” She’ at absorbed m thought, ht 
last she said, Tte faets you have communicated 
to me, give a new fece to the ’part tibiat Count 
Ranhmn hsm acted, and it helps to forward my 
wish to tear from ray heart all animosity against 
hfm yet^ detesting as 1 know he did, disposi- 
tion of the queen-mother , bow was it possible, 
without becommg her confederate 'in my rum, he 
could ever thmic of coalescing with her ^ Tell me 
without reserve what you know On this subject " 
Rtnestus hesitated, and remained silent ** Do not 
feel any dre^id of hurting ray feehngs tell me his 
real motoves, if you kne^ them ” ” I* verily be- 
lieve, most gramens ‘queen, tilat Count Rantzau 
knew that a plan was la agitsfhohto t&e the Mfo 
of the kingf ' At theie words the tedrs burst 
Aom her eyOs She wiirag her hahde J and appeal- 
ing to the Almighty^ declared ^er ighofance of 
any sut^ kitention ' It imusi be,” said she, 
an artifiee of fhe coontfs to cover hk’mahcious 
design^’*'^ valet. Was again sflcnt ' ** Am 1 

to savdahe^ »r n tbneof agony; that y&u 

b^^^vad hurt ? did jre» ever here^'or see any thing 
te^^udace youtotMskdiaf rmy'such design ex- 
rated ** If I must r^ly, it is, and it has for up- 
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wards of a year past been my opinion, Ibat if the 
two counts had not fallen as tliey did, the king 
would not have lon|[ survived Ckmnt Rantzau, 
madam, ever felt tenderness and compassion to* 
wards your majesty , and I sincerely believe it 
was to save your majesty’s life, he had you re* , 
move(} from Ci^enhagen — ^This avowal evidentiiy 
wrung her heart, she gave vent to her feelings im 
a shower of tears Oh, God !” said Matilda " in 
what a fearful labyrmth have 1 been entangled I 
I am, and ever shall be wretched . but what would 
have been my state, if such dreadful desi^s were 
retdly ohenshed, and had bemi executed ! You 
have been,” said the queen toEmestus, *'too olten 
a witness of my errors for me to hesitate thus to 
humble myself before you. When you return to 
Hamburg, tell Count Rantzau that I thank him 
for his efforts to save my son and his sovereign, 
and tell him too, that with my whole soul, I fully 
and fredy forgive him ” Emestus could not con* 
tarn hiB satisfaction at this noble conquest of 
herself ‘^1 behove m my heart, madam,” said be, 

“ that the count has never enjoyed one happy hour 
since that £idal day. Your generous forgiveness 
will restore peace tp his bosom, and take a moun* 
^tam from off bis mmd.” $ho then entered into an 
mqWry as to the cireumstanomp of Emestus, and , 
told him m all oases of adversity to apply to her , 
presenting hun vdth a pnrse^ t|u^ i^e told him 
Vas the woHt ofherowqhandfb containing a hun* 
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dred guineas he had then the honor of kissmg 
her hand, and took his leave 

When he repailred to Stuart and Sophia, his 
looks shewed how powerfully his mind had been 
agitated nor did he keep them lodg m suspense 
** Thanks be to God,” said he fervently, “ the dear 
queen has forgiven Count Hantzau, and has au- 
thorised me to asaire h» excellency of her full 
and entire forgiveness !” ** How greatly,” said Er- 
nestus^ “is the qiieen changed! her sufienngs 
have indeed not been lost on her The sedate 
and melancholy east of countenance that die has 
attained, renders her beauty more striking ; she 
18 much less corpulent; and altogether her ap- 
pearance infinitely improved ” “ Did the queen 
name Struensee to you ?” said Stuart “ Never 
once,” replied Emestus > “ she spoke of him, 
but his name never passed her lips ” “ Nor have 
I heard her name the guilty and unfortdnate man,” 
rejoined Stuart, “ since her residence here; where, 
without flattery, 1 can affirm she is idolized by 
all who witness her fnety and tranquil resig- 
nation ” Dunng the absence of Emestus^ Sophia 
explained to his i^fiend hie pireMsnt situation with 
Count Ratttzau ' * ' 

The rest dfi this diy thhy spent in neemg Zell^ 
^ Kid Its lueiiiity. On the ftflo#ittg' mornmg Miss 
^ Ijv^et was atteitd the queen ; who 

w||W hermany qiMtftodnh Count Rant- 

,p^i^ymgf that^ou have 

hMiiilMHriphestiroflite tWyour present 

1 * 
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costume^ graceful and becoming as it is, an- 
nounces ” “ I can enduie dissimulation no longei 
• 1 am not indeed, my beloved and injured queen, 
what I seem to be, nor worthy to appear m your 
august presence but I come with a heart idled 
vvith love and reverence towards you • ’ The queen 
looked earnestly in her face, and with a smile of 
the truest benevolence, said, “ At last I recog- 
nise in you. Mademoiselle Livernet, whom Count 
Rantzau induced to leave the opera* 1 really 
thought J knew your fine features the moment I 
saw you , apd now let me bid you welcome in 
your proper name ” From this generous girl, 
Matilda learnt enough fully to convince her that 
Rantzau was truly penitent for all the indignities 
he had occasioned, and that to lus unshaken 
fidelity hei son probably owed his life For,” said 
she, “ not only did Count Rantzau enter his protest 
in the journal of the council of state, but he sent a 
copy to Stockholm and Londpn, and to each of the 
leading nobles in Denmark, the Duchies, and m 
Norway ” The queen was so pleased with these 
proofs of attachment to her husband and her son, 
that she conquered her resentment so completely 
as to write to the count, assuring him of her en- 
tire forgiveness , thanking him lor his recent ex- 
djftions m favor of her beloved Frederic and his 
father, and adding, if he wished to retire to 
Oreat Britaui, would wnte to London to pre- 
pare the way for bis being received 

The first and the last anxiety of this amiable 

Q 
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penitent, (foi such she really was,) related to hei 
absent children Sensible of this, and willing to 
pour all the consolation into hei bosom that was 
possible, Mademoiselle Livemet related to the 
young queen tlio adventure that befel Emestus 
with the skippei, old Peter Nielsen, who took the 
count in his yacht from Copenhagen to Warren- 
borg The queen recollected the circumstance, 
and commanded Sophia to proceed, who tjien 
told Matilda that she thought this old skipper 
would be the most secure channel whereby to re-* 
ceive, from time to time, authentic intelligence 
of her children The queen eagerly embraced 
the idea Miss Livemet wrote to a confidential 
friend of her’s, a Udy who was related to the 
head nurse of the young princess, to meet her at 
Hamburg, assuring the queen that she would not 
go till every thing should be arranged, to secure 
to her a regular correspondence,^ — “ Till time and 
circumstances permit your majesty once more to 
meet your children and re-ascend your throne. 

" Oh, if that happy day should ever come * But,’ 
continued Matilda mournfully — " it cannot be I I 
am fallen, fallen, never to rise again ’’’ Such were 
the last emphatic '^vords on that subject spoken 
to Miss Livemet When Emestus and bis fair 
companion returned to Hamburg, they found t’jie 
old count very impatient, and not a little under 
the likfluence of ' the blue devils* not knowing whav 
conc’Tuctton to put oq their long stay but when 
hiS beauteous mistress told him in what mannei 
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they had been reeeived , and when she handed 
to him the brief but comprehensive lettei written 
•by the well-known hand of the queen , he kissed 
it with a devotion and gratitude scarcely less 
ardent than Matilda’s caresses of the portrait he 
had returned “ Now,” said the count, “ I can 
brave the linger of public scorn , the daggei of 
the assassin • I can live tranquil, and meet death 
without terror ” 

The joy and agitation of the count was ex- 
tremely great Sophia felt towards him, a strong 
and grateful fnendship, she flatteied herself that 
he might give up his romantic project of travelling 
to Italy incog She felt deep aversion to assum- 
ing male attiie She therefore strove with all the 
blandishments of which she was mistress, to 
induce him to accept Queen Matilda’a mediation, 
and retire to Great Britain — The Count heard 
her with silent attention, and smiling said, “ Yon 
have not, my Sophia, duly considered the sub- 
ject , or you would never advise Count Rantzau 
to insult by his presence, the sovereign whose 
sister his hand hurled from a throne to a prison ” 
The fair pleader was silenced, and the tour 
southward persevered in But when Sophia 
told him, of what she had promised the queen, 
*'if^ppeaied to give him very great satisfaction 
In less than a fortnight Pieter Nielsen and h>s 
facht arrived at Hamburg, bnnging the lady tp 
^ whom Miss Livemet had wmtten What pleased 
that kind-hearted girl most of all, was the am- 
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mRtedRtid correct likenesses recently taken ol the 
crown prince, and the in%nt princess Louisa 
Augusta 

Sophias friend had always commiserated the 
queen’s sufferings She had lost ‘her children 
when young by shipwreck , whence she entered 
the readier into the plan ot conespoudence pro- 
posed by the count’s generous mistress Sophia 
scarcely allowed her time to rest befoie a car- 
nage was ordered, and attended by Ernestus, 
set out again for Zell Their arrival was an- 
nounced by Stuart Those whose situation it has 
been to be separated from their infants whom 
they loved with intense affection, never perhaps 
more to behold them, may guess — for I cannot 
describe, — the emotions of Queen Matilda on see- 
ing the pictures of her children, taken within a 
few days of reaching her hand’ This arrangement, 
that was made on a just and economical plan, was 
continued undiscovered till the death of the 
queen , and formed one of the greatest alleviations 
that her sorrows leceived 

When Pieter Nielsen, heaid from Ernestus of 
the reconciliation that had taken place between 
the queen and Count Rantzau, and found that 
the correspondence of which he was to be the 
medium, was known to him , he condescendedffo 
take the count’s hand, and tell him he could now 
indeed believe he was become a repentant einner, 
and he hoped he “ would save his soul alive ’ 
The cou*^ took his course comphment in good 
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part, and everything being arranged, he soon 
afterwards set out for Amsterdam, attended by 
the accomplished Miss Liv cruet, who daily grew 
more and more dear to him as her various excel- 
lencies displayed themselves, and also by his 
favorite v alet Ernestus , intending m that metro- 
polis to hire servants who should know nothing of 
his rank or country 

The MS from whidh these pages have been 
copied, closes at this period, ; e the autumn of 1772 
The further destiny of the fair Dane and faithful 
Norwegian is unknown but the count, notwith- 
standing his reconciliation with the forgiving 
Matilda, fell by the hand of an English ofhcer at 
Avignon,* who had sworn to avenge her fall He 
was bimcd m that ctty 

The errors of the queen were obliterated from 
the bosom of every gentle and cultivated member 
of society, as well as from the minds of the bene- 
volent illiterate Never was self-conquest more 
complete, or reformation more perfect She fell 
at last, a victim to her sensibility Poor Alexandei 
Stuart fell ill of an infectious fever , she was ad- 
monished by her physicians not to see him, or go 
near his apartment, she disreg^arded then advice, 
went to look once more at her faithful servant, 
c£|ught the dreadful disease, and died within a 
PgAv days after him 

Stfch was the melancholy and untimely end of 


Said to be Captain O who accompanied Matilda to Deivi 

t , add held a comnuKion in tbe Danish hmae gnardsv 
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a princess who was, m her most censurable mo- 
ments, an object of pity and indulgence, and 
whose strong and Incessant efforts to atone for 
a single error, displaced the noblest virtues that 
adorn the human mind Had her da^fs been spared 
till her gallant son broke the fetters of Juliana and 
her crafty son, and drove them into a forced re- 
tirement , she would no doubt have been recalled 
to participate of his power, and press once more 
her children to her bosom 


Remarks on thepeceding Danish MS 

At the close of a narrative abounding with 
such extiaordinary incidents as the preceding , 
tmged, as it unquestionably is, with an air 
of romance, the translator of that manusenpt, 
and author of the subsequent portions of the 
history of Sweden and Denmark, feels it his 
duty to express his opinion as to the degree of 
confidence that he places on its veracity He 
fully and unequivocal!; credits every particu- 
lar relative to the rise and progress of Struensee’s 
fatal amour with Queen Matilda , the subsequent 
licentiousness of her court, the particulars of the 
arrest and behaviour of Struensee , the rankling 
envy, insatiate malice, and aspiring ambition fof 
Juliana Maria, and the strict accuracy of the 
motives and adventures imputed to Count "Rant- 
zau |]^ shorty the chief points on which he feds 
any doubt, are those which attribute the 
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ilitated murder of Christian the Seven'J>, when a 
child, to Juliana, and the almost incredible asser- 
tion of her having so totally lost sight, not merely 
of her dignity, but even of her sex, as to have had 
recourse to those atrocious means to destroy his 
Jihysical and intellectual powers, that are imputed 
toiler The peculiar features of secret history con- 
nected with Gustavus the Thud, and the birth of the 
ex-kmg of Sweden, ate correctly stated On 
tins side the water, national prejudices have 
weighed and still weigh heavily, against Juliana 
but the more serious the charges adduced, the 
stronger and more conclusive should be the evi- 
dence The translator would have expunged those 
passages from his version, if those charges had 
not, in Latrohe and other authors, been long sihce 
before the world They certainly are ptaimble, 
and that is all that justice admits of his saying 
Between the servile flattery, nay, the idolatry of 
her partisans,* and the frightful portrait drawn of 

* “ The following extract is taken from a letter written 
Ml German, and afterwards translated into DaniA and 
F rench, by ope Mr, Heljried, for the express purpose of 
promulgating Struensee’s disgrace, to whom he ow ed his 
fiseand fortune, which letter was addressed on this occasion 
to the kingoi Denmark, by Mr Suhm, conbeiilar de con- 
ference ” Vide Wolffe’s Horihtm Tauri pp S6 to 
"I “ Blessed he Julianal and extolled the name of Prmce 
Jrederick » Thapks to all good patriots, who trom pure 
* motives tore the bandage from tbme eyes that thou might 
ee clear, who avenged thee and thy kingdom, who 
^ked their lives for thy deliverhnoe, ahd who restored 
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her m the piecedmg mauuscnpt, it is difficult to 
decide as to the real character of Juliana That 
she was a woman of aspiring ambition, eager and 
ardent in her wishes foi regal sway, and an adept 
in political intrigues, cannot be successfully de- 
nied The conduct of Matilda and Struenseb 
sanctioned the violence adopted to snatch the rems 
of government from their feeble hands And that if 
Juliana could, she would have set aside the succes- 
sion of the present king, may be safely admitted 
And if Count Rantzau had not, by his resolute 

thee to thy true and genuine power * In truth it was high 
time , for I saw the citizen draw his sword against his 
fellow-citizen, and those who were otherwise peaceable 
were urged on to murder Perhaps in a few days thy 
residence might have fallen a prey to the all-devounng 
flames , and Denmark and Norway, that wish for nothing 
more than the happiness of their kings, might have been 
reduced to despair Look now, oh king ’ at the joy that 
sparkles in the ey^es of thy subjects , regard and reflect on 
their spontaneous gladness 

“ Our blood shall flow for thee, for Juliana, for Fre- 
derick ' Who does not praise and honor that dangerous, 
that honoiirdble night, which broke our chains, and caused 
us to become again a people^ Glorious, eventful night* 
future Homers and Virgils shall sing thy praise As 
long as Danish and Norwegian bravery shall live, so long 
shall the fame of Juliana and Iredenck endure, — but not 
increase, for that is impossible ” (f 

For such readers as may not have seen any work ex- 
plaining the fate of those persons who were arrested with ^ 
Queen Matildf, an extract is subjoined containing the pi 
quisite iilSbirmatipu , iiz — 
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conduct, as a member of the council of state, 
frustrated the plan formed m 1772 of naming 
‘her son as regent in all probability the pre- 
sent king had never ascended the tin one With 
all these faults on her head, Juliana must still 
bc^regarded as a woman of ^ely superior ca- 
pacity Weak monarchs are geneially seen sur- 
rounded by ministers of feeble intellects , they 
appear to feel a sort of mstinctue emy and un- 
conquerable dread of the proximity of minis- 
ters gifted with great and powerful minds. 

Madame Von Gohler was released fiom her confine- 
ment m her own house but ordered never to appear at 
court Rear-admiral Hansen was deprned of his heat at 
the board of admiralty Lieutenant-colonel Hesselberg, 
and the diplomatic counsellor Sturz, were ordered to live 
in a small town m Schleswig, the former upon a stipend 
of 300, and the latter of 500, dollars Lieutenant Aboe 
teas acquitted o/ every charge against and banished 
the realm for the term of two years The counsellor of 
state Willebrandt, and the royal physician Berger, were 
banished the metropolis, upon a stipend of 300 dollars 
each , and the latter w as ordered to spend the remainder 
of his life at Aalborg in Jutland Thera remained still 
three prisoners, upon whose fate the judges could not 
speedily decide these were General Gohler, Colonel Fal- 
kenschjold, and the first commissioner of finance, Stru- 
<^see The sentence pronounced upon the first, served as 
^specimen of what the others might expect This bra\r 
Warrior was deprived of his post, his rank, and his pay , 
was banished the islands of Seeland, Fuhnen, and the 
chy of Schleswig , and reduced to an ammal stipend ol 
0 dollars , becausCt according to the very words of 
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yet Juliana Maiia selected, as her ministers, 
none but men of superior capacity, and judg- 
ing of her by t//c company she kept, the result is 
favorable If her character had been so excessively 
depraved, would Count Bemstorff have acfcepted 
a place under her ^ — These remarks, the author 
thinks are requisite to liberate the mind of his 
reader from the Very unfavorable impression the 
preceding chapters are calculated to produce, 
ere he proceeds with the original memoirs that 
follow 

his sentence, he had given cause of suspicion The spite 
of Prince Frederic dictated the sentence of Colonel Fal- 
kenschjola he was deprived of his command, and of his 
post as royal chamberlain , and banished for life to Munk- 
holm, a fortress situate in the most northerly part of Nor- 
way, where he was allowed only half a dollar a day for 
his subsistence he was twenty-seven years of age, and no 
crime could be faiid to his charge, but his friendship for 
Struensee — Struensee, the commissioner of finance, who 
after the execution of his brother had been thrown into 
irons, was obliged to petition for his release upon which 
hiS papers and effects were restored to him , but a pro- 
.jDUse was exacted from him, that be never would write of 
speak upon the revolution 
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CHAP IX 

21ie Danish court qftei the Jail of Stmemee — 
Wise and dignified conduct oi George the Third — 
Memoir of Count Andreas Petrus Beinstoiff . — 
A celebrated touiist quoted^ and censured — Viola- 
tion oj the Danish flag — Source oj that abuse — 
Its consequence — The armed neutrality oj the 
northern yofuoer s — Count Bernstorjj retires — The 
Cl own Pi nice Fredci ick seizes the reins of Govern- 
ment — Count Bernstoiff i cstored 

The protestant interest of Europe , the com- 
merce and politics of Great Britain , and perhaps the 
personal feelings of our king, combined their influ- 
ence to pioduce the loyal marriages that took place 
m the year 1766 in Sweden, Denmark, and Holland 
But that powerful influence, which the cabinet of 
London might reasonably have expected from the 
marriage of the king of Denmark with the pim- 
cess Caroline Matilda, was lost through the 
_ frailty of that unfoitunate and ill-advised queen 

J he evils resulting from the indiscretion of Ma- 
Ida did not fall exclusively on her own head, nor on 
^ her partisans in Denmark, but extended itself to 
e political and commercial relations of her na- 
’?e land. It was more honorable to the gallanti v 
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and generosity of the British pubhc than to its 
|ustice or discernment, that the nation appeared 
readier to avenge the mdignities suffered by Ma- 
tilda, than to investigate the merits of her cause 
The youth, beauty, and sufferings" of this de- 
thioned queen, excited the mo6.t powerful sym- 
pathy Vengeance, sudden and terrible, was 
denounced against Juliana, and all those who had 
been concerned in Matilda’s supposed unmerited 
disgrace The king ("her brother) who was the 
most competent judge, proved by the line of con- 
duct he adopted on this delicate occasion, how he 
estimated that of his young and unfortunate sister 
Far from availing himself of the popular fervor to 
seek vengeance for the gratihcation of wounded 
pride or unjust resentment, George the Third con- 
tented himself with stemming the torrent of per- 
secution in Denmark, and rescuing Matilda from 
the hands of her enemies Instead of endeavor- 
mg to bolster her reputation, by receiving her into 
the bosom of his family and court, he condemned 
the fair culprit to a per-ance sufficiently severe 
and humiliating, in fixing her future lesidence at 
Zell He did not, howeicr, from motives of state 
policy, abandon Matilda in the hour of deep and 
bitter affliction , nor would he suffer family pride 
to hurry him into measures by which the interes^ 
of his people might have been materially injured^ 
Afj^er the dethioncment of Matilda, Mi the) 
death of Struensec, it lequired ^1 the talent 
Tuhana and her paity to keep the wheels of 
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vernment in motion* The finances were in the 

utmost disorder , trade at a stand , and Norway 

*m such a state of popular feiment, on account of an 

obnoxious poll-tax, as thieatened a general revolt 

The moral state m which Matilda left her court 
» 

IS %^ady shewn Juliana banished those syrens 
whose licentious revels had rendered it unfit for 
the presence of a modest 'noman, and restored 
the antient formality and etiquette , by which 
means, all that it gamed in character and stateli- 
ness was lost in attraction The elegance, the 
graceful ease, the voluptuousness of Versailles, 
all suddenly disappeared , and German etiquette, 
stiff, formal and graceless, arose in its stead 
It Juliana restored the demi-barbanty of ancient 
German grandeur, she occasioned a greatly benefi- 
cial reduction of expense in the royal establishment 
On the morning of Matilda s arrest, Juliana caused 
a confidential note to be delivered to each of 
the foreign ambassadors, statmg the grounds on 
which those who had done the deed, were 
piepared to justify their conduct It was scarcely 
possible, even for the cold bosoms of calcu- 
lating statesmen, to avoid a powerful sympathy 
excited for the fate of this illustrious woman 
whose gross aberations had unfortunately tended 
to bias and silence her most natural advocates 




IS mentioned m the Annual Register for 1773, that a Count 
VVbljagldiy had tongue cut out^ on account of uord^ h< hid 
raflecting upon the conduct of Christian the Seventh and J iImii i 
event happened m Denmark 
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When Struensee confessed a connexion it was 
as vain for him to deny, as to expect mercy 
from its avowal , and when the sentence of di- 
vorce, founded upon that confession, and other 
incontrovertible evidence, was completed , all 
the foreign ministers attended, dressed in deep 
state mourning, at Christianborg, to receive^ an 
official copy of the evidence, and also of the sen- 
tence pronounced against the queen From that 
hour, the name of Matilda was erased from the 
church service of Denmark, and she ceased to 
be the wife of its wretched king These humi- 
liations It was not in the power of the king her 
brother, to avert but Iiis influence preserved her 
rank as a queen, stopt the promulgation of the 
sentence, and his ships of war conveyed Queen 
Matilda frotp her melancholy pnson in Cronenborg 
CasUe 

Whilst this awful process was carrying on, 
Juliana strengthened herself and adherents by 
conciliating the opinion, and securing the sanc- 
tion of foreign courts, and particularly those of 
Petersburg, Berlin, and Versailles The favonte 
minister of Frederic the Fifth, the great Count 
Bernstorff, Vvho was banished the court at the 
instigation of Struensee, lived long enough to 
hear of the fall of the unfortunate minion, dyiMf 
within a month after the receipt of that welco^ 
intelligence. His nephew. Count Andreas P«etrims 
Bernstorff, who has since immortalised his 
in Denmark by executing several great and usef^ 
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projects, was selected by Juliana to iill the im-* 
portant office of mimaterfor foreign affairs A wisef 
xhoice it was not n her powe;^ to have inade» He 
was known to possess in an eminent degree high 
mental: endowments^ and gentlemanly manners^ 
Educated under the eye of his uncle, and amidst 
the i^lendor of a magmhcent regal court, he could 
scarcely avoid bemga fimshed courtier and profound 
politician To introduce this celebrated states- 
man, we insert a brief memoir of him, taken from 
Mr. Wolffe’s Northern Tour * This appomtment 

* The liberajit} dii>played by Ji-Ns VVolffe, Esq author 
* of the Itorthem Tour, so frequently quoted, encourages the belief 
that he w ill not compkin of the whole of his brief memoir of Count 
Bernstorlf, appearmg m these pagts. 

C/iaracler and political career of Count Bemotorff, late 
pi ime minister of Dminark^ 

** Niehta kauaeinem SlerUicben gluckseligeresbegegnen,alsweun 
er in guten Tageq einer von den begluckten Mensehrn, und la 
boseta, uiier v on den grossteu Mannern ist 

No greater lilebsing can befal a huinau being, than in good times 
to be a fortunate man , iu bad, a great nmu 

“ Count Andreas Petrus Bernstorff was born at Hanover 
on the 28lh of August, 1735 From his earliest youth hts 
character was mild, benignant, kind, and endearing to all 
^ around him His natural flow of spirits was misunder> 
stood by his tutor Munther, under whose care his father 
h^l^laced him, with the view of imbibing the first rtidi- 
/^en&*of education he was checked and corrected by 
seventy of a man, whose scholastic ideas being chiefly 
'tjclhifliied to theoretical knowledge, knew but little of the 
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had the most benehcial mfluence both at home 
and abroad , conferring strength, respectability, 
and the promise of duration, on the new govern- 
ment He lendered himself popular with the 
northern courts, by the care he took to preserve 
and increase the Danish royal navy , as well as to 

human heart Emancipated from the rod of this instructor, 
he appears m his fifteenth year to ha\e been placed under 
the tuition ot Lcischnig, a man of considerable talent and 
experience With him, he entered deeply into the study 
of history, theology, and the living and dead languages 
In 1752, he went with hib brother to Leipzig, where he 
became acquainted with the poet Gellert, whose friend- 
ship was a source of infinite use and gratification to him 
Led on by an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and a wig’ll 
to become personally intimate with characters eminent 
for their abilities, or rank in life, he now prosecuted his 
travels into Ibreign countries He made some considerable 
stay at Dresden and Gottingen At Geneva he acquired 
a perfect knowledge of the French language, which was 
of infinite service to him in his diplomatic carcei He 
then went to Italy, where he commenced an iiitimu.cy with 
M de Chauvelin, and the Due de CboiseuiJ, the French 
ministers at Turin and Rome, as likewise with the Abbe 
Barthelemy, the renowned writer of the travels of Anac- 
harsis With the latter, and a celebrated artist, he studied 
the antiquities, and the fine arts During this journey, he 
fulfilled the earnest wishes ol his uncle, (the great Bern- 
storff, who afterwards retired from the ministry during the 
reign of Straensee) and determined to enter into^he 
Danish service In 1756 be quitted Italy and s^tume(^ 
tbrongh Trieste, Vienna, and Dresden, to Hanover A 
st^ng^ short time under tiie parental roof, and 
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incicase tfaecoiiti^^rcial manne The fkU of Ma< 
tilda, and the discussions to which that event gave 
*rise, created a^rong anli*Br}tannic spirit in 
Denmark The extendr forms of amity, thou^ 
faded and rdaxed, still remained, but the spint 
6f harmonious peace had fled The Danes whom 

in ram solicited to fix his residence there, he went to 
Hans, w here he remained six months thence he crossed 
over to England, and was intimate with Admirals Hawke, 
Anson, and others , here he followed the pursuits of agn> 
culture, a study for which at all times he had a strong 
propensity, remaining some time lu Norfolk after this 
he retained through Holland to Hanover 

Beinstorff s first debut in affairs of state, was an 
appointment in the German chancery, where Ins uncle 
presided, who seemed determined to encourage him in the 
attainment of sotaie degree of eminence ui the hne of 
politics and diplomacy When the old Count Bernstorfif 
was minister to Frederick the Fifth, he had an opportunity 
of furthering the object of his wishes , and during several 
successive years, bis nephew's advmcemmit was rapid 
and certain In 1766 Frederick the Fifth died, and a 
cabal was formed for the purpose of ruining the credit of 
the minister m the eyes of his successor, Christian the 
Seventh, which however had the reverse ^fect the count 
not only refuted the charges brought against him, hnt had 
the order of Dannebrog conferred on him, together wijh 
the gift of ap estate pear Copenhagen At that time 
facers were in a state of bdp4agV and subject to the 
fewKllaw^ which rendered fhem totally indifferent to 
the cultivation of lands , tfa4 owner md peasant equally 
w 4 ^ed under tfawm unwise and 'barbarous regulations 
Berhstorff was ^emost to abohsb this system of 
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pleasure or commerce led to ?isit Sii^land, were 
overwhelmed by popular execrabon^ rThe &x£^ish 
who visited Copenhagen, froffi* the sailor to the 
gentleman, earned with them the most mveterate 
prejudices, not merely agamst t^jqtleon dowager 
and her son, but the nation itself. The Irtish 

slavery As a philanthropist he could not behold with 
indifference the wretchedness of these ppor peopl^ in a 
country which nature seethed to have formed for the com- 
fort and opulence of its inhabitants * He wished be 
considered the benefactor of a free and wealthy rape, 
rather than the lord of slaves Believing their misery to 
arise from having been oppressed by hard labour, he 
resolved to abolish their system of partnership in iqclo- 
sures, and to place them in such a situation fliat they 
might expect to reap the fruits of dieir individual industry 
To eflfecttbia, he parcelled out the lands m suitable lots, 
and prevailed on bis tenantry to throw dice for the choice, 
eooouraging them by presents, to move tbeir restdepce-to 
the ground which fell to their share ' 

Count Bemstorff expended, from his private parse, m 
settling and giving permanency to this arrangement, sevm 
thousfuid dollars , but the im was Srell applied, and be 
found himself amply repaid by the bHan^ which soon 
accompanied the labors of these poor families, whose 
welfare he had taken so much puns to ensure 

The grateful peasants, some years afterwards, erected 
a plain marble moqiument, by the si^o of the high road, in«- 
honor of the count. ^ 

In 1770, the ohl Count Bepstorff, who ifvas then jvms- 
ter of sta^ received bis ditmumon, ii^ consequence' of^tho^ 
tnceeasg^anduence of t^truensee^ yrha could ^brqok 1 
iivol u power, and Imd persuaded Matilda ^to npply w 
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peiiodiOttl|IN^| Knt Its povrerfU infl«enco An 
elegant if^'ter> 'tieough a most illiberal and pre- 
* judiced tcmnsf^ «^ntribttted'on hus ^urn, by the 
pabli6ati0#f^liis%iui‘, to ihed and perpetuate an 
ii^anous efiQS]Sty> that a wise and liberal wnter 
wot|ld have strained every nerve to extnagmsh. 

it ' The king, indififerent to every thing but bis pleabures, 
eaDly yielded, and both the Bernfetorlb quitted DenntaYk, 
to the great regret of all good and wise men 

On the iBtb of Febtuaiy, 1778, the old count died at 
Altona , and when his nephew,'Ooant Andreas, (after the 
ruin of Stmensee and his party), visited Copehhkgen in 
the following summer, he was eameHlysolieited toaccefit 
a Situation in the government, and was shorty afterwards 
appointed to the post of minister for foreign depart- 

/ t 

^ ^ 1 f ' 

* The prince (Fredeciok) hns recehVfMi no othec of 

bounty from nature or fortune than royal bnrthr Jle js 
dtformedy and this personal oBperfection has ^auiod him the^ appella- 
tion of the Third among those who 4o not love 1^^ oourt, 

though It undoubtedly originated among the Enghek ’’ 

As to Prvnce Frederick, natnre, it is said, has very 
completely DisqUAt.iPiBD Atm for affair^ of gallantry ” A more 
judicious, instructive, and entertaining traveller, namely, the Rev 
William Coxe, visited Denmark in 1779, and was piesented to this 
prince, and Sophia Frederica, hU wife ! It shewed no smi^ 
degree of magnaninuiy in tlie royal pair to admit an English tourisl 
to a private audience. What reparation otAiM Mr Wraxall make 
foi;^e propagation of a tK:andal that went to throw on his consort the 
su^pteSq of being an adoltress, and to Ussert W iRegitiniacy of her 
children? It wa$ a cfuel and a cot«ardl/attack,‘^^di9gra^ to the 
i^thor, and mjlQriou^ td ibc dhiiactef iS fea couRtij^ Tide a Tour, 
Ac by Mr Nat^ WrdacaB, ^ 53imd 54, ^d SAtfon, 177« * 
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The coolness and reserve wUh the English 
were received at com t, and the mistrust with which 
their steps wer^ watched^ yyeie indignantly felt 
and complained of, but those pi^sons forgot they 
had expressed nothing but hatred ahd contempt, 
and almost openly strove to ei^cde disconten^ and 

meat, which his uncle had filled with so much credit to 
himself, and benefit to the nation 

He was chiefly instrumental m effecting the exchange 
of the counties of Oldenburg and Delmenhorst for pait of 
the duchy of Holstein, which had long been a bone of 
contention between Hassia and Denmark A treaty to 
this effect w as concluded, on the 21st of May, 1773 ; and 
this matter, which was of great importance to Denmark 
was thus set at rest 

On the breaking out of the American war, Bernstorff 
adopted and. brought to perfection a wise system ot 
neutrality, which was of essential consequence to a nation, 
not able to contend With the great maritime pow ers 

On the 28th of February, 1780, during hostilities be- 
tween England, and France and her allies, Denmark, 
lluBsia, and Sweden, formed a coalition in defence of 
iheir neutrality, which was respected at that period^ and 
enabled the three powers to carry on their usual trade 
without much interruption^ This northern coalition was 
however neither forgotten npr ioTgiven by Gre^t Britain, 
and was one of the prxmary causes of her subsequent 
hostilities with Denmark - « 

To parttculnnse the benefits that endued to Denm|rk 
during the ministry of Count Bernstorff, would be 
esteeme^jv^nd honored both abroad and at home, his 
situatK^ was most enviable; it was such as coukL not fail 
to Attract the attention of aspiring eoartiers*, whoise merits- 
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revel t Ther^'can be no doubt that English hauteur, 

^ and English prhjiuit^ice, had a powerful tendency 
to mature lhat antipathy whtph paved the way for 
the accession of Denmark, in 1780, to the armed 
neutrality oi the northern powers At the pre- 
sent hour this misehievous spirit is at work The 

were completely thrown m the shade, by a comparison 
with his personal good qualities and public virtues A 
party was secretly formed, with the view of displacing 
him from the pre-eminent situation he held To create 
disgust, and induce him to resign, every practicable 
obstacle was thrown m his way, and opposition raised, to 
thwart his plans for the public benefit As long, however, v 
as he could be of service to the country, he continued in 
office, and disregarded the shafts of envy that were levelled 
at him by bis opponents At length, peiceivmg that he 
could not stem the current of oppositiou, he resigned his 
situation as minister, on the 30th of November, 1780, and 
like Ciucinnatus, retired to die plo^jigfa, and has estate, 
without a murmiir, but with tha most fervent wishes for 
the future prosperity of the country To bis friend Mtin* 
ther he said, eight years afterwards, if they dismiss me 
ten times, and recall me as often, I will return, if the 
country can be benefited by my abilities " 

Rate words ^ the test of the intrinsic worth of a minis- 
ter, of which thei^e are few instances 

When the Prince Royal assumed the reins of govern- 
ment in 1784, Count Bernstorfif was remstated in his high 
r^ce,'to th4 great joy of the nation in 17^ a general 
e^%j|{cipahon of the peasantry took place m Denmark, oi 
which he had set the example^ on’ his own Estate During 
the fOlloWiag-year vari^ 4 ^ ihtemal regqUtioiis and 
^mprotemhntis ocphrred financial system^ In 1781), 


I 
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same blind, indiscrimmate fui^'i^iliis to animate 
the great majority of our politidi! and the 

clouds that are .ooncdutratingl^nd oni* national 
character in‘ every country pf thd c^d and navF 
continent, forebodh a stoim'tb&t at ho great dis- 
tance of time may, by iindermuung the foundation 

vrhen war was declared between Swedoa and Russia, 
and Denmark was called upon to fulfil the article of a 
treaty which stipulated, that in case Russia was attached 
Denmark should send an auitilhury force to her assist- 
ance Count Bernstorif attended die prmce, who made 
an irruption with 12,000 men from Norway' mto the 
t Swedish territories , and Gottenburg would inevitably 
have fallen, had not the English and Prussian ministers 
interposed, and obtained a cessation of hostilities. Which 
eventually ended in a treaty of peace 

At the commencement, and during tiie early part of ^ 
the F rench revolution, when England declared war 
against France,^ tt^ situation of Denmark was truly 
critical Here a^ain the genius of thu truly great man 
prevented the country from being crushed between the 
mighty powers , and although a neW'' dede of maritime 
laws established in the Eng slT admiralt|r court, and the 
laws of nations were dist^arded by the contending 
powers, yet the system of neutrality, so beh^Sciah to the 
Danish nation, was not deptRtOd ffom, !n'i^*cbn8egaenee8 
was productive of great merimntile h.di^antagh^ to the 
country As a token of the gdnerat stttihfisctkfti,* a gold 
medal was presented to ’Count ^111810^1,**^^’ the prin^ 
royal’s birth-day, the '2dttf of Jahnatyi IT9& ' 

following letter,’ d^fibing the erroomiiaoee, was 
wrote byji gmitleman Of Copenhagen, at that j^efiod 

The Intetast you ^e id (he politieal of the 
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of our wrest tbe4}ldept of the 

seas frqUEtli# 93 ga«|i ofoqr couotry 
* I^e s0ipi^tlhqs areate4 by the dethrone* 
ment and exilQ,of .queen Caroline Matilda, had 
scareely ceased to operate, when an unconstitu- 
lional desire to ta^ our colonists m North America, 

north of Evropa, induces me to inform you of vbat has 
transpired here respecting our very deserving minister of 
state, Count Eemstorif, whose private character, moral 
principles, and bemgn^ of manners, are as well known 
as the prudence, steadnuiss, and honor of his conduct in 
public life 

“ It IS to him we are indebted for our present tran- ^ 
qoiUity He was die principal cause of Denmark not 
]oining u the present detrimental and destructive war, 
the fatal consequences of which make humanity bleed 
and bludi throughout Europe. 

“ Though pertly deprived of the benefits due to an 
independent nation m her lawful trade,, we yet^enjoy the 
cqraforts of peace, in hopes of ultimately obtaining entire 
satisfachon for the injoneii that trade has received froigp 
the belligerent powers. 

** Acknowledgmg most devoutly the blessings of 
heaven, we at the same time acknowledge bow much we 
are indebted to the man, whose arduous task it became to 
unmask perfidious msinuahons, aod to reject haughqr 
propclals of roineos participation. No species of war is 
just but that m defence of out lives, rights, and Iiber^r-— 
ruin ^d shame mevitab^ attend the offender Such 
*'okqfat to be the maxims of every moral statesman , and a 
mim^r d^tute of morality is a eurse upon the people 
Count Qernstocff is a blessing to us Convinced of 
this* nuinbem of mtiaens have joined m pi'oving their 
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witliouta4nuttmg them to actual ve|>i‘e$eutation m 
the distant legislature by which such barrens were 
to be imposed, gave rise to tkSt unnatural and 
disastrous war, the sad efibcts of which, thohgh 
painfully humiliating to our pride and fornddable 
to our power, have as yet hfceu slightly felt in 

satisfaction and gratitude by sending him a gold medal, 
representing a striking likeness of himself, with this 
inscription 

“ Beni^torff, Mintsfer State t/i Denmark ” 

“ On the re> it>e side is a compass, inscribed, 

“ W%ihxmt AUeraitcar ” 

I “ I need explain the sense of this hold idea > It 
IS as explicit id true as the frailties of mortals allow 
‘‘ The medal, with the following letter, was delivered 
by an unknown person 

‘ To the man of his king and country, the roost noble 
Bernstorff, who proved to Europe tiiat true state wisdom 
consists m justice and peace, and, supported by strenuous 
perseverance, is the greatest honor m all governments — 
To him, discerning fellow-citisens hereby convey the 
inclosed proof of their gratitude 

“ ‘ The faithful subjects these realms, m presenting 
the most worthy citizen with tiieir thanks, which he 
deserves, preferred this memorable day, because it 
reminds every friend of their country of that benefit 
which has been effected jn< these latter yeai^r for the pros-^ 
perity of the state, and the Cause of bumaiaty 

brom Danes and NonWEiSiANS devoted to tbeij 
j ^ King and Country 

mbsenbers, prefernnganoble deed to tbe emph* 
neiiROf pudlic shew, remain os yet unknown 
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comparison to v%at^may^ too probably be appre*- 
bended as the result of future wars more bloody 
*and more^ fierce 

• » 

As soon as the leaders of the American pa- 
triots resolvelS to risk a war, rather than admit 
a pnnoiple, to the baleful effects of which no 

“ You must observe, that the 28th of January is our 
worthy priqce royal’s birth-day, whose application to his 
extensive and important duties is perhaps tiuparalleled, 
and whose firmness and constant attachment to justice and 
honour entitle him to every distinction iiid encourage- 
ment His royal highness, m Supporting so able a minister 
in whatever is just, and he on the other side h, ing a fhith- 
ful friend to the prince, the choice of the day was noble 
and applicable ” 

1 his testimony of the public regard was highly grate- 
ful to him The following year another medjil was stntqk 
on his own birth-day, and presented to him this Was tbcT 
last year of his eventful life In May 1797, his%keatal 
and corporeal powers were exhausted , and after a short 
illness, during which he was attended by Cailiscn and' 
Hensler, his personal friendv, and the most eminent of the 
facnl^, and daily visited by the prince' royal, he expired, 
to the great regi’et and sorrow of the whole nation His 
funeral was honored by tbe attendance of the prince and 
royal family, and followed by persons of the first conse- 
quence m Copenhagen, The last words of Bishop Baile, 
in fats funeral oratioa were, Happy Bemslorff’ Peace 
to thy ashes l-»ar blesemg lo thy 'family , revered be thy 
meb'^y ' ' How glorious is fiiO dimih of snob a man ' 
what an example to posten^ ' how much mote gratifymg 
to the feelings of his suirvivtng'ichildren is tiie daily nght 
of tbe simple pedestal erected by his grateful tenants. 
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pro1)Rble liimts coul4 be, agsignfiii*> Aey adopted 
measures to bring unto then; porta those naval and 
warlike stores which the awful 'ccRitest 'in which' 
they were about to rendered essentiai to 

their safety and th^ success. The anti>stadt- 
holdian party in Holland, 4obghted at the pros- 
pect of a war between, Great Britam and her 
colonies, were not slow in assunng the Amencan 
republicans of every kind of support in their power 
to afford nor were these idle promises They 
harassed and perplexed the stadtholder by call- 
ing for the increase of the Dutch navy, and the 
enforcement of the doctrine, ** Jreeshtp, free goods 
The Dutch press teemed with pubhoatious intended 
to hurt the character of the British, and animate 
the courage of the Amencan colonists The most 
wealthy merchants m Holland exported for the 
use of the insurgents all sorts of contiaband of 
war. Those supplies were usually sent to St Eu- 

durrng Ins life-tune, m commemoration of a single aet of 
beaefic«ace, which alone imlSortahsed the name of Bem- 
stoftif, than the Superb niav''oT4um that decorates the ashes 
of.Jaliana Maria at Hoskild, a gloomy depository of 
UPjljeleQtmg jealoiisy and ambition, and which the 
beholder regards with apathy and mdifference, 

A cordial hts sustains, that cannot fiul 
By pleasure unsubdued, unbroke by pain. 

He shares in that omnipotence he trusts 
AU-beamg,' alf>attCtiiptiBg, till he^ts, 

^And, whm he fklls, writes vrci on bis 
' Front nssgnaninutjr) all feavnfaovet , 

From nobler neccmpcnce, ahosse 
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stalaus and and thence tiransported to 

their ulterior dbi^tteation. Many'* of those ships 
cai^i^ds were eaptured* by* British cnuzers, 
and condemned Regardless of tbeir own viola* 
tim of neutral[*nght8/ in plunging into a trade no 
likely to involve the heputdie in war, they be- 
sieged the staddiolder (William the Fifth) with 
complaints and remonstrances, terming those Cap- 
tures that, on the broadest pnnciple of the law of 
nations, were legally made and condemned, the 
" piratuai depredations lif Great Britain on their 
d^encelui diipf ’ They eaUed aloud for war to 
. avenge those imaginary wrongs, and accused 
William the Filth of having been bnbed by the 
couit of St James’s to permit the rum of the 
navy an<l the commerce of Holland ! 

Whilst the iner^ants of Holland were stnving, 
by every means in thCir power, to ^reate a war 
between Great Britain and the states of Holland ; 
conscious of the overwhi^lmmg power of the foe 
whose vengeance they feared even whilst they 
provoked it, — they looked about them for tlm 
securest means of protecting their ships and 
commerce from its power A year prior to the 
commencement of actual war, they resolved to 
carry on their contraband commerce under the 
mask of neutral flags and the better to screen 
tbdir speculsdions fiom the obsiprvation of their 
go^crhment, they exported large aupphes of naval 
stoies, arms, and mnmumliQa, under-the protection 
of neutral flags> tmd as neutral property About 
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the year 1778, a meeting of the principal Baltic 
merchants was held at Amsterdam That com' 
mercial leviathan, • Mr Cl^aa Taan,'' sen of 
Zaandam,* acted as president. < The object of the 
meeting was to devise means of securely carrying 
on their commerce under St neutral flag On ac< 
count Of its local situation, the city of Embden 
was fixed on as the chief emporium of this vile 
tiatfic, which was founded on fraud, and could 
only be supported by a deliberate and organised 
system of foigery and false swearing A nominal 
firm was, for this purpose, then established, under 

* The floating property of Mr Taan was, at this period, on an 
average, equal to one mitlion sterling He was sole proprietor of 
forty Oroenland ships, besides other vessels he possessed no feuer 
tjian thirty mills at Zaandam* the rich village on the river Y, so 
celebrated for jts legions of windmills It* was here that Pelei tlu 
Jf list worked as a ship-w right The inhabitants were formerly pio- 
verbial for the insolence of wealth , aSecting at the same time the 
dress and manners ol Boors, (t e clowns or tountrymen) Mr 
Hojic, the baii[ker, had about thia period a foreign bill due for a very 
large amount^ accepted by one of those village merchants. He 
took with hiqi ar| English gentlem^ who was desirous of seeing the 
interior of then houses, They found the man of wealth, clad m a roarsie 
blown jacket, with large stiver buttops, huge breeches, a vast flapl 
hat, and klompers, e wooden shoes). He was employed witli a 
shoiel, cleaning out a ditch.' The proud Zaandammei, when 
he learnt the errand of Mr Hope, tpok biro leisurafy iptp his house, 
and m a careless way asked bun to miMlkccom m which be wished 
to receive his bill Between gold ducats, the highest, 
halves, the lowest, current t{mre ware mai^ kinds ^T^d by 

this chsVeuge it wasebar be waajprepared with a sufficient sun) ot 
each sort to pay a bill, the amount of wJiiqh particularly 

large, even tp Mr Hope 
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the patronage of Mir Claaa TaAn> namely Me««sr«» 
Gernt and Barend Van 01s.t, Brouwer and Co 
of Embden 

But, as D|nmark was a maritime state, poS* 
sussing at that period thiity ships of the Imo, 
nine fitties, and twenty frigates , and finding its 
carrying trade prodigiously increased, the Danish, 
court seemed well disposed to protect its flag with- 
out inquiring too minutely as to the neutrality of its 
employment it was therefore determined, as well 
as the Prussian, tcf use the Danish flag Nomi- 
nal firms were immediately established in Copen- 
hagen and at Altena. lu the former city, the 

celebiated De C k, the nch possessor of 

Drottmngaaid,* was the principal Dutch agent 
That man was employed in very large masked 
concerns, pimcipally for the Dutch East India 


* This man having acquired his wealth at the risk of eternal per- 
dition to his soul, set up at last for a man of taUi The &ine of Ins 
plenteous table and delicious wines soon spread abroad, and iaHtfu! 
travellers of all nations, ciowded to his magnificent villa to UitiH ol 
the delicacies that abounded The infamy of^hc man \>as forgotten 
ui the luxuries that he dispensed IMr Jens Woolf f, \'Nho, txs Danish 
consul-general, must have had no small eYpcriencc in <;ucli matters, 
though free from the taint of CQmntittmg those crime‘s, ha'? made 
tolerabl} free witkthis amateur m thfe arts of perjui-y and forger\ 
Ke has given an emblematical vignette representing De Coninck 
uA^ng his wine in an extensive ^ rnagniiiumt librar}, his Uuf 
tameiNm the hooks^ whilst a servatll appears bringing m a dnh ol 
some sort in hisJiaAd A couple of enormously /af swim aie amusing 
themselves in tbeeai^ rdom, roiifmg mthc Ifttei that iii-» dpi^Hd 
on the ftoor^ V^ide Nortknn Timij p n 
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company, and the government of Holland His 
enormous fortune was acquired by the systemati- 
cal commission of those crimes, for which less 
wealthy criminals were continually being con- 
demned to the gallows in England , and m Den- 
mvtk and Holland to the severest punishment 
short of death, and perpetual imprisonment m irons! 

Exclusive of the De C- — ks, there were 
several other firms of the same vile nature es- 
tablished m the ports of Denmark At Altena, 
the violation of manqme neutrality was carried 
on to an incredible extent The person who 
set up as a dealer in false papers and false oaths, 
was a Dutch schodmasteTf named Hendnck Van 
Der Berg, who was employed by the brothers, 
Messrs Pieter and Cornelius Corver, of Zaandam 
Immense Commercial speculations were conducted 
by Mr Pieter Corver, under the Danish flag, on 
Dutch account, in the name of Hendrick Van Der 
Berg Many of those eormotts Dutch mast- 
carrying vessels, almost as large as hne of battle 
ships, were freighted with all sorts of naval 
stores, consigned, nommatly on Danish Account 
and risk, to the ports of Holland and France, and 
the new trans-atlantic YepubliC ]hi this manner 
was a seductive, lucrative, but mfamous traffic, 
first introduced into Denmark, by which the 
legal and creditable paths of legitimate jcoin- 
metfip were too geneiully abandoned > the naine 
U||r callmg of a merchaht degraded, the neu- 
of Demnark rtuihctdly misled, and the 
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foundation liad<4bjt thjOse terrible scqurgea with 
which that kingdpm since been visited At this 
*pdnod tfa& increase of coinmerce in the Danish 
ports at home and abroad, was prodigiously grea^. 
The tonnage df her commercial marine apparently, 
expenenced an immense increase Her master* 
manners and mates, found plenty of employ, 
but It was of a nature that uprooted every pnn- 
ciple of moral virtue ,They were hired by such 
men as the De C — —ks to navigate vessels that 
belonged to subjects of belligerent powers, par- 
ticularly Holland They earned their daily bread 
by daily perjuries They were taught to laugh at 
the sanctity of oaths The example spread from 
the cabin to the forecastle Mates, cooks, and 
the men before the mast, in case of capture by a 
belhgerent power, were expected t<r swear ih 
corroboration pf the simulated papers Prom this 
pc^uted source, a stream of contaminated riches 
flowed into Denmark, derived from the mercenary 
protection extended to the ships and commerce 
of the enemies of Great Bntain. Onr native 
mei'chants were however, at tJas period untainted 
with the infamy of following tliose bad examples 

Count Bernstorff found the finances of Deii- 

\ 

mark in utter disorder. The expense of the 
royal court, of numerous and heavy pensions, and 
the interest of the natumal debt, ^ade heavy 
dramh on private prppe^ty. After many great 
retrenchments, i^ was scarcely praQticablc to find 
resources ^ qfifrcnttieiKiieiiscfii ^S^h 
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was the state of aifairs when the first Amencan 

/ 

war biokc out Count BernstoifiT was well in* 
formed as to the illegal comnfercial ent^rpnses'of 
Danish merchants. He knew of, and tokrated the 
masked establishments set up at Cdpenhagen and 
Altena for the neutialization of belligerent coih- 
merce. Instead of tearing up by the roots those 
demoralising institutions, he connived at their 
existence, and framed the municipal laws of Den* 
mark to favor their operation In doing this, the 
count shewed a deficiency of true political science 
The ships thus covered belonged principally to 
Dutch merchants It was Dutch capital that was 
employed All the principal lepairs were done m 
Dutch ports The perjured neutiahsers gamed 
about two per cent on the nominal transfer of the 
ships. An annual tribute was paid by the owner, 
called ** pi otection money” equal to about four 
shillings pel ton measurement, or two per cent 
on the gross amount of all freights For the neu- 

tralization of cargoes, one per cent on the amount, 
exclusive of a fee for ^ach certificate. The most 
solemn public averments were sold tn blank, with 
the seals of offices, aijd the formal oath regularly 
attested and witnessed > Such weie the leading 
features of that polluted traffic that was sanctioned 
by Count Bernstorff That statesman was wrong, 
as it either respected morality or profit If he had 
maintained the integrity of the Danish fla^, the 
capital and industry of his cquntrymen would 
hare soon created a trade really neutral, that 
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Would h4ve more lucrative, permanent, 

aftd untainted oriini^ The couiit, by winking 
at* the cnhiinal avarice of unprjincipled merchants, 
became their, idol It was this secret bias that 
led him so strongly to advocate the rights oi 
neutral flags, laid Mown m the treaty of 
Utrecht, and.admittM by the treaty of 1756, be* 
tween England and France He wiijhed to see 
Denmark enriched at J^e expense of Great 
Britain, but not to wrest from the latter the sove- 
reignty of the seas As the flames of war ex- 
tended fiom America to Europe, the greater was 
the mass of Dutch, French, and Spanish commerce 
thrown into the hands of pScudo nenirala Neutrtd 
papers, neutral flags, were publicly adi ertised for 
sale m (he ]}Orts ot Holland, France, and Spauu 
Innumerable captures and detention^ was the 
result The law Actions was aimihdated The 
maritime lights of Great Britain, founded on public 
law, and essential to her safety, weie trampled on 
and set at nou^it The Danes became exasperated 
against England for intcnuptmg a trade that 
was alike lucrative, illegal, and immoral In all 
the sports of Europe, gigantic preparations were 
seen foi preparing' the vaunted arriiamcnt that 
Was to execute the vengeance of Europe, destroy 
the navy of Great Britain, and restore the hbdity 
of file seas t ‘ * 

By an eEtrkordmaty combiT^ti^h of circum- 
stances the uniii»d 

against ^eedTBHtttin, lifeei'ty to the araied 

^ h * ' 
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and revolted colonists ! The Danes'aad the Swede«r 
seemed to have laid aside mutual animosities they 
joined in alliance w;th Russia Piessed a^ England 
tvas at all points, even m the Biitish. Channel by the 
fleets of her enemies, her naval greatness might then 
have recen ed its death •wound, if the coalesced 
poweis had been sincere, and true to each other 
Happily for Gieat Britain, theie existed an invete- 
rate jealousy between i|weden and Denmark the 
latter court had the worse possible opinion ofGusta- 
vus the Third Count Bernstoiff foresaw that if a 
greatnai albattletook place, Cathermewould so ma- 
nage, that her fleets, it fortune were adveise, should 
sufter the least, and run away with the fame and 
p7(^ttoo, it victorious He foresaw the probability of 
the naval power of Denmaik being crushed in the 
contest if ^he once committed herself fully, thence 
he detei mined to avoid extremities The impe- 
iious Catherine saw his drift, winch was .mani- 
fest by his inserting an article m the treaty 
with Russia, stipulating that Denmark should be 
allowed to maintain ‘ its Jormet aHiantes ' The 
insertion of this article neutralised Denmaik, 
alarmed Giistavus, and hlled Catherine with rage, 
offended Juliana Maria, and caused equal disap- 
pointment, angtr, and regret in the courts of 
Berlin, Versailles and Madiid 

Attempts were made to conciliate Count Bhrn- 
storiF, and induce him to withdiaw the neutrahiing 
clause^ The king of Prussia sent prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick to remonstrate on the subject 
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The Prinpe the coui^ft of the perma- 

nence of his office, if he yielded,' and me- 
naced huh witlk idsthnt dismiasion )£ he persisted 
The queen dowager, Juliana Maria, suppoited the 
arguments of Pnnce Ferdinand She was anxi- 
ous to see the splendor and power of the house of 
Hanover humbled and greatly reduced Count * 
Bernstorff was, however, inflexible He re- 
tired from Denmark , aecompamed by the morti- 
fying consideration that he had offended all the 
great powers Great Britain by having favored 
the enormous breaches of commercial neutrality, 

. which had so materially contributed to give rise 
to this northern confederacy And all the nor- 
thern oouits weie displeased by his inserting an 
article that netdrabsed the naval power which Den- 
mark was bound to supply. 

The dismissal of Count Bernstorff, caused a 
vast accession of influence to the queen dovO'ager 
Guldberg, the pieceptor to Pnnce Frederick, and 
favorite of his mother, who was called Piivatc 
Secntary to the king, was, at this period, the 
efficient minister for foreign afl^rs The influ- 
ence of Count Bemstoifi, a^d the British cabinet, 
being still thought too great in the council of 
state, an alteration was deemed expedient, by 
which the dehberative power of the boards of 
commerce, finance, and the'' marine, was com- 
pletely superseded After the fall of Struensee 
the old mode of,goveniment^was.re-^abIished 
The president «of ttie counml ol state recom- 

s 2 
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mended all public measures to the king^,— i^ho 
Signed the mandates, which were transmitted t6 
those boards for execution ‘ ’ • 

After -the disnii'r.sal of Count Demstorff, an 
into 107 ( abinet, very similar to that ot Matilda and 
8tniensee, was established The council of state 
was passed over^ and the boat dsV ere directed to 
execute the orders of the Kin ^ — ^who continued 
in a most deploiable state of mental imbecility’ 
The queen dowager had' possessjipu of his per- 
son, and as she, could obtain hi’s signature to 
e\ ery docunient laid before him, nearly the same 
kind of interiQ7 government was erected as that 
for the establishment of which Struensee was 
condemned to die By this step Juliana obtained 
the most despotic power A power that she 
ictained tril the son of the u&fortunate Matilda, 
aided by the secret council of Count BernstortF, 
wresthd the reins of government from her hands, 
and diove hei into a retiiement whence she 
emerged no more 

Although deprived of office by foreign in- 
fluence, Count Bernst rflT uever despaired of be- 
ing restored He kept up aja occasional corres- 
pondence with Groat Biitain^ and was well 
served by his agents at Jbls own couit, who in- 
formed him of all that passed; d.nd whenever 
opportunity served, strove to in^iess tlie crown 
plince with the moat feVojrable sentiments to- 
> Wards tha|jpitatesmad 

Evejitl^thislpemd,4t is ptob$thl$ jt^liana had 
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not abandoned all hope of excluding tJie he^r up- 
p^ent from tKe throne ' lie w as kept ais mucb 
a«! possible in the back giound Her cmissanes 
filled tlv; resi^nce with reports much to his dis- 
a4vantdge , representing him as stupid and in- 
tractable, and insinuating that he was affected 
with the same mental imbecility that had, so 
many years, incapacitated his father tiom go- 
ix’nung Ohrirttian the Seventh was confirmed 
befuic he was fourteen, and immediately took his 
place in tlic council of state The soiereignty 
was now \csted in Juliana The crown pnnee 

• attained liis fouitecnth year , yet not a symptom 
was shewn that indicated an intention on the port 
of Juliana to permit that solemn ceremony The 
cause of this repugnance was evident As soon 
as the Plaice was confiimed, she could not ex- 
clude him, except by violence, from taking his 
seat m the council She feared the influence of 
his piesence ther^, well knowing that he was 
not the weak and talentless boy that he had been 
leprcscutcd It was behoved that the advice of 
M (luldbcrg prevented Juliana Maria fiom at- 
tempting to set the sMccesision of the mown 
prince aside As the period approached when his 

.public exdiuinatiou must, of necessit), take place, 
and also his admi'-sion into the council of state, 
a new mode of treatment was adopted Geneial 
Eichsteclt, who was nominated goitntor of the 

* Clown prince, on the arrest of his unhappy mo- 
ther, was removed His preceptoi, Mr Sporor, 
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who was erroneously thought to be a favorite 
with the crown prince, was appointed Sea eiary^oi 
the council, that vVas filled with pet sons m whom 
Juliana had the most confidence,^ and wherein 
M Guldbcrg held almost unlimited sway 

In January, 1784, the crown pimcc "com- 
pleted his sixteentli year fn stature he was 
much like the king, IIis complexion very fair , 
his eye-browb very bushy for a youth of his age 
his hair almost white Though a plain likeness, 
he boie a strong resemblance of his unfortunate 
mother 

On the 28th of January, the birtb-day of the 
prince, the queen dowager augmented the pen- 
sions of several courtiers, and created eight new 
knights of the oidcr of the Holy Ghost Amongst 
them was M Moickte, steward of the household 
One of those sudden turns in politics that some- 
times reconcile the most jamng interests, led to 
the lestoration of peace between the Counts 
BernstorfF and Schak Ratlau The latter noble- 
man had, like Count Hantzau, lent himseli, 1780, 
to the queen dowager, and aided her m diivmg 
Count Bernstoiff iijto retirement Feeljng him- 
self of less consequence than he expected, or 
seeing a chanct of Seftenog his fortune, he made , 
private offer", to the crown prmcc, by whom they 
were accepted, who displayed in his secret 
correspondence with Count Bernstoxff a firm 
and sensible mind Such was his discretion, he * 
did not acquaint Count Ratlau of his intercourse 



COURTS OF SWtDLN >V^D DFNMARK 2G3 
M 1 th BernstorfF, whilst to the latter he commum- 
cate<l every thing proposed by the former As 
* the eventful day approached, the crown prince 
assumed a more free and friendly demeanor to- 
wafds his step-mother and hci son Without 
\tlesf ending to any gross or culpable duplicity he 
completely deceived M Guldberg, and even his 
preceptor, M. Sporon. Not so with the Ijmx- 
eyed hiliana She found means to ascertain the 
existence of a secret correspondence This fact 
she communicated <b M Guldberg, who admo- 
nished hei with much earnestness, not to risk tho , 
fatal consequences that he foresaw would result f 
from her pushing matters to extremities — He 
told her that he believed a crisis was at hand 
that would be fatal to her power , and if she acted 
lashly, probably to her own life and jthat pf her 
son She liad wisdom enough to take in good 
part the counsel of a man, who had shewn himself 
in every thing hei firm unshaken friend She 
promised to abstain from acts of violence , and 
he was not so tired of bemg efficiently the first 
minister of the crown, as to recommend a volun- 
tary surrender of the reins of government 

Ambition bemg Juliana’s leading passion, she 
could have met*deatb with less liorroi than a blow 
that must anmhilate her political power, and force 
her into retirement Ooiitrafy to the advice of 
M Guldberg, she went to the apartment of the 
crown prince, and accusing bim of holding a se- 
cret correspondence, would have proceeded to 



2G4 SECIIET JUISXOKY Or THE 

mteriog£ltion He listened to her the most 
profound attention, and -when she had hmshed 
speaking, •wiUi^a careless air, he' said — “ As ytfu 
art ui turn, madam, it is so, hav^ the kindness to 
inform me from whom have you denied the infor- 
mation ’ 1 bhall then know w hat answei to give ’ — 
She perceived there was notbuig to be obtained 
by intcrrogatoncs, and withdrew. 

Count Bernstord was pretty well assured that 
M Guldbcrg would not nskhis life and foitune by 
encouraging the queen dowager to defend by 
foice her illegal power. The count remained at 
[ lus estate, but every thing was guided by his 
wisdom He had secured the support of some 
officers of high lank The commandant of the 
citadel engaged, it the attempt failed, to give that 
foiticbs up to the crown prince, as a place of safe 
retreat for himself and adherents. 

On the 28th March, 1784, he bemg then sixteen 
years and two months old, the crown pnnee was 
confirmed m the royal chapel of Chnstianborg, 
m the presence of die whole court, the foreign 
ministers, the great of cers of state , and mother 
persons of distinction, who had been invited Mr 
Basholm, first chaplain to the king, interrogated 
him as to his religious creed Tlie examination 
cpntinued a* long tinie^ and the crown prince 
' made his responses in a firm, manly, deliberate, 
and yfkry audible tone of voice Bis demeanor 
wa8.«tetld, dignified, and collected, giving the 
most complete refutation to the calummes that 
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had been so industriously spread Juliana was 
astonished and dismayed The impression he 
’ made on the audience was such^that many ac- 
tually were affected even to the shedding of 
tears Wheh Count Bemstortf was assured of the 
'sjlirmncss and capacity which the ctown prmcc, dis- 
pfayed on this trying test, he anticipated complete 
success, when the great attempt should be made 
At length the hour ai rived that w-as destined 
Anally to destroy the power of Juliana and hei 
party, and etffect a change almost as great in the 
Danish government as that which followed the 
arrest of Matilda Having received the sacra- 
ment, the crown prince was admitted as a mem- 
ber of the privj' council, and succeeded his uncle, 
(Piinte Fredeiick,) as president On the mornmg 
of the 14 th cf Apiil, he took the oath prescribed 
At the moment of rclievmg guard, when a double 
proportion of the garrison was under arms, he 
gave personal orders that no one should quit his 
post without permission from himself The coun- 
cil weie assembled ijti the king’s apartment' his 
uncle waSv present. The crown prince addressed 
himself to the king his father, stating that the law 
now called on him to govern , to do which effi- 
ciently, he required a council m whom both hun- 
sclf and the nation h^d conAdence He then pro- 
deced a memoir that he had composed, and 
which, havmg read in a Arm, deliberate tone of 
voice, he laid before the kmg,, and requested his 
signature — ^The •poor imbecile monarchy who had 
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dunng so many yeais been kept* m strict subjec- 
tion, appealed to hesitate One of the members 
(Roscnstrone)^ro&c, and said, “Tour royal high- 
ness IS sensible the king cannot sign such a paper 
without due consideration ” — had' the boldness 
even to attempt to snatch the paper from the 
prince’s hand — ^Turning round to the <'ouul, with 
an air full of dignity and courage, the crown 
prince said, “ It is not, sir, for you to advise the 
king on such an occasion, but I that am hcii- 
appaient to the throne, and responsible to the 
nation ’ Count Schak Hatlau was in the confi- 
dence of the prince , and he remained silent Guld- 
beig was also silent, appealing tlieicby to acqui- 
esce Prince Frederick looked astonished and 
dismayed The crown pnnee then laid the papers 
bcfoie his‘fathci, by whom they were immedi- 
ately signed The papers were immediately ear- 
ned by R confidential agent to the royal chan- 
cery, and entered in the records of the crown 
Being thus authorised to act, the croivn prince 
addressed himself to the council in a mild, yet 
decisne tone, and announced their dismissal 
Jfle informed them that he had nominated a new 
council, and appeunted Count BeinstoriF first 
minister of the crown He assured the discarded 
members of Ins great regard, and qualified their 
►giief and mortification by promising them indcm- 
mficajdou m pensions or some other equivalent 

^ Roeencrone, Stchmau, Molcktr, EidMcilt, and Ouldberg 
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To his uncle lie belia\ed w>lh the utmost re- 
spect ajid delerence, entreating him to honor 
the ne^ council with his .presence, and assist 
bun with his advice 

I 

From the council-room, the crown prince went 
■ito the castle-guaid; and addressed the oiBceis of 
the regiments of horse and foot then on duty, 
whom he found assembled agreeably to his orders 
They miraedidtcly bound themselves by an oath 
to obey him lie then passed on* to the queen s 
magnificent apartment, to M'hom he communi- 
cated the impoitant change that had taken place’ 
Notwithstanding the blow was expected, it 
seemed almost to annilulate that liaughty woman 
The prince looked at her with pity, and spoke to 
her in the mildest tcims He told her she was 
at libeily if she pleased to retain the same 
apartments and household attendants Tie gave 
her a choice of any of the royal castles for her 
country residence, but, he also gave her to 
understand that she must no more interfere m 
afiaii s of state 1 

He left Juliana scarcely able to reply, and 
met the assembled new council, (Bternstorff ex- 
cepted), the governor of Copenhagen, the com- 
mandant of the citadel, the commanding officers 
of the battalions in garrison, the colonel of the 
Copenhagen armed burgers, and the chief officers 
of police , telling them it was his orders only to 
which they were iq future to pay obedience ! 
Expresses were sent every hour to Count 
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Benisltorif to uifoim him how matters were gomg 
on. When the revolution was completed, the 
crown pnnee sent hnn an aj^pointment to his 
former office, as mim‘>ter for foreij^ aftairs, which 
was vacant by the dismission of Count Rosen- 
crone, and helj|, ad intnm^^ Ly Count SchaL 
Ratlau 

These important changes were soon knoM'ii 
in the city, and the heroic conduct of the young 
crown prince loudly applauded The affection 
that tlie inhabitants felt towards him was soon 
manifested by the impatience with which they 
^ clamoured for the young regent to appear, m 
whom they hoped to 'see revived the fine qualities 
of his grandfather, Frederick the FiftJi An 
immense multitude soon assembled near the great 
palace Their shouts and huzzas penefrated 
every recess of that vast edifice, and smote the 
aching heart of Juliang, who trembled with 'appre- 
hensions even for hei personal safety ’ Dressed 
m a gcneial's uniform, the modest young prince 
shewed himself to his people, and was Jiailed by 
plaudits that shook the nHiole city. Fearless and 
alone, attended only by a single domestic, he 
walked throng the midst of the multitude, and 
the pioncipal streets of Copenhagen He thus 
perambulated the town, without the interference 
of the military, the crowd keeping at a respect^ 
ful distance The windows and balconies were 
crowded with handsome and well-dressed females, 
who waved their hands and handkerchiefs, bowing 
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as he passed These courtesies he returned, and 
thus escorted by a people m whose affections he 
* already reigned, the crown p^mce re-entoied the 
portals of Chnstianborg This was the most bril- 
liant day of* his life This prince has lived to 
' exgpnence deep and heavy mislortunes He may 
have adopted injunous measures, but the purity 
of his intentions, the integrity of his heart, were 
never questioned , nor, when his metropolis was 
wiapt in flames, and his dominions paititioned, did 
he evei lose the respect and confidence ol liis 
people There is no test equal to that of ad\er- 
sity When a nation pieserves its attachment to 
a prince overwhelmed by misfortunes, it may 
safely he concluded he merited by his virtues, the 
regard that is bestowed 
To return from this digression . the high steward 
of the palace, and M Jacobi, reader to the king, 
were dismissed Four chamberlains were ap- 
pointed, to whom was entrusted the caie of the 
king’s person, and to provide him amusements. 
M Schack was appointed grand master of the 
ceiemomes, an office not mcluding the right of 
access to the king Upon his retirement from 
that office, it was bestowed on M de Numsen, 
directoi of the customs at Elsmeur, son to the 
lady who had the care of the crown^nnee m his 
mfancy This gentleman was highly esteemed 
for his talents and acquirements He had tra- 
velled much, and lesided in several courts, was 
possessed of a jfine taste, great pohtencss, and, a 
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thorough knowledge of the world He was be- 
sides, a munificent patron of learning, and the fine 
arts Mr Spoion, ^the prince’s pieccptor, waJi 
dismissed , being too much devoted to Juliana, to 
expect any gratitude from the crOwnjprince His 
dismissal lollowed so soon at the heels of his .ap-/ 
pomtment, that he had scarcely received the con- 
gratulations of his friends on account of the 
acquisition, before he stood m need of their 
condolenc e on its loss • 

Within a few days ‘after these great events. 
Count llosencrone retired to his estates m 
^ Jutland He was indemnified by a pension equal 
to about SIX hundred pounds sterling per annum 
lie carried with him into retirement, the reputa- 
tion of an honest well-meaning man The mild- 
ness of his •deportment caused his dismissal to be 
regretted, not only by those who had tlie honor 
of his acquaintance, but by all who had occasion 
to transact business with him as minister for 
foreign ^itfiurs His family were then recently 
ennobled, and he wae first employed by the 
court in the diplomatic line 

M Stchman was appointed to a valuable post 
at llardersleben This gentleman owed his for- 
tune principally to his zeal and industry He 
was a laborious caloulator, rather than a splendid 
orator Count Schimmelman, son to the minister 
of that name, so celebrated on the annals of Den- 
mark* succeeded Mr Stehman as muusler of 
finance 
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Instedcl of oppic^sing M (-iuldberg, who had 
so pniic ipal a hand la the raistortunes ot !us un- 

* hippy Dwttier, the crown prpicc allowed luiu to 
remauyhigh steward to the household ot Prince 
Frederick, with pensions to the amount of a thon- 

• .san^ pounds sterlmg pei annum This gentleman 
possessed talent more than equal to Stiuensees, 
with a judgment mcompaiably siipenoi IJe was 
tempeiate, mt|uisiti\e, and mdustrious He had 
but little tds<o foi light amusements, and was 
seldom seen at balls ui galas He w as dc\ oted 
to domestu duties a strong indication ol a vir- 
tuous mmd Ife was twice married, hisvuves 
were own sisti rs , daughlcrs ot a miller residiDg 
ncai Fredfiisborg Ihcsi pages shew the lavor 
he enjoyed from luliana and her >'On, Prince 
Frcdeuck That he lent himsclt too implicitly 
to the views ol his loyal patiou may lx admitted 
It was, peihaps, his only road lo power He had 
at least the mciit of enjoying Ins gourl fortune 
with exemplary modeiatioii, and exhibiting a 
fidelity lo those by whom be wras advanced, that 
IS highly honorable to his character 

General Fichstcdt, after his dismissal irom 
court, and from his colonelship ot horsc-guaids, 
retired lo his estate?, honored with the high jiost 
of lord chamberlain of Denmaik 
• Infinitely to the bonoi of the ciown prince, he 
set an example to all the ministers and servants 
of t^ crown in the respectful delicacy with which 
hc'lToatod his dejected, disconsolate step-mother. 
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and his uncle, He strove by th$ kindest deport- 
ment to soften the stroke that wrested a sceptre 
§*001 her hands ITis mildness and humility 
affected her proud sjnrit more than any other 
mode ol conduct could have done ‘She saw he 
pitied and forjyave her, and it almost broke ^her/ 
heart She soon withdrew from the metropolis, 
fixing her residence at Frcdensboig No hope re- 
mained of ever regaining the power she had lost 
Sullenly resigned, she strove to appear not to 
value what had passed away, equal to the tran- 
quillity and retirement it procured her She 
^ resolved to de\ ote her time to prepare for another 
and a better world , and hci wealth to charitable 
purjioscs It must m candoui be admitted, if the 
motives that animated her conduct m affecting 
the fall ot .Matilda were base, the use that she 
made of the power thus obtained offered no 
small atonement 

Above* all, the mildness and fortitude that dis- 
tmguished the crown pnnee on this trying rKica- 
sion, entitled him to admiration and esteem 
There was a pensiveness imprinted on his features 
that shelved he had not been nuised in the lap of , 
fortune He sought to, obtam' his legal inherit- 
ance, but he avoided every thing that looked 
like exultation or triumph Firm andi temperate at 
the moment of penl, his demeanor was marked by 
modesty and discretion When his enemies were 
overthrown, humanity prevented him from ex- 
posing i!o Toss and degradadoti, those whom he 
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jiomihcu olhcos The ininistti^A\li()in 
h( h<ul i(iiii)\<d \A(U'qtmiaUv re s|KCttd asjueu 
ot pi (duty , 111(1 tdkiil [ii iUl <hiy ol jirospnily 
they bud tondiu((d (lionise ists wilh modera- 
tion /'I’ho hlu ails sdiiues (omincui inaiiu- 
» fud^iits ai.d ,i^tu ulluu am lo < lu oum-^i d Their 
e,rei((st (aull lay in tin jintyihidi soniL ol tlum 
had H '( 1 ,n llu sad and uiiibk lyouts ol 1772 
lliis A' IS tilt i<,d(<uis( why till t lown pi iiK t dis- 
iii'sst d till 111 llitii wisstiKily an indiydiial 
amongst llu in wliuin lu did iiol in sniiu way 
or otliei indtniiiily displi\nij^ itllus''ulv aj't, 
a dealt c ol wisdom anti 1 1< inotu y that ^Mve (lie 
(jiKsi pioiuist of Ills hotoininjj .i just and niaif 
11 innnoiis som h ii,n 

Till 111 A\ niniisl'is ipponili d by (he down 
])iince nl ihi uyoliilioii ol 17 Kt woit, (>ovmt 
Jieiiisloill, imnisti 1 ol l(»ii i^n alluis iind prosi 
(•out ol the (uiinan t h.uitc lltn v llic Ihiiou 
KosiiHiiit/ piO'idml ol (he tolk"t ol adnii 
I iltj , the 1 jiio'» Sthak H illaii iliaiKelloi oi 
the nniMisitv tif (optnhiLin (ieiioial ^on 
Until, (oinnaiide) in-ihiel ol the aitilloiy, and 
pre&jclenl ol ,lhc (olle>e ot wai ind, Af Do 
Stamp, preside lit ol the D.imsh chant clloiy 

A bio’i.iplnt.il sketch ol Iho hb ol Chmiit 
Deuistoilt Is aliPidy ‘>im n 

, Diiunjf the absciiet ol C’hustiin (hi Seycuth, 
on his tra\els lu Enulaiid and hiaiite, Baron ek 
Boscncianti: had the ducctiou oi the wai depart 
meut lie' M a** a mail of supeiioi intclli<t, and 
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liberal endowments His manners were polished 
and graceful his knowledge of the woild cKten- 
sive He possessed eveiy thing requisite, to shine 
in a regal court ' 

Baron do Schak Ratlau was vadued rir his 
talents, and (acquirement in literature and the hnO ^ 
arts lie enjoyed the esteem and conhdence ot 
Denmark, by his noble and generous conduct at 
the commencement of Stiuensee’s administration 
At the time ol this great change. General 
de Hutb, had aimed at the venerable age of 
seventy -five years, yet, he appeared to possess 
the activity of a man of forty, and all his mental 
faculties were still \eidant lie owed his eleva- 
tion pimcipally to his meiit He was born m 
Hesse Cassel After serving in seveial wars, he 
entered thp Danish service as a lieutenant-colonel, 
under the administiation of Count St Germaine 
He was plain and unassuming in his manners, 
and, exclusive of his professional fame, he en- 
joyed an unsullied reputation for morality and 
unbending integrity 

The minister who presided over the Danish 
chancery, was also possessed of qualities, that, 
equally with his compeers, had acquired conh- 
dence and esteem The four first of the new 
ministers were knights of the Elephant, corre- 
sponding in rank with that of the Garter, in Grgpt 
Bntain De Stamp was invested with that of 
Dannebrog From this period, the crown printc 
dedicated lus time to the acquirement of wisdom 
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and experience, whereby to qualify himself to 
reign Not content with presiding in the council, 
• he paid daily visits to his ^ministers, and most 
fiequepttly to Count Bernstorft lie also attended 
the c^irts of justice, as well to observe the con- 
■» tlu^t of the judges, as to gam a practical know- 
'ledgc of the Danish jurisprudence 

Accoiding to the authority of that intelligent 
writer, JMi Coxe,'^ the only foreigner who was 
siijiposed to have had any prioi knowledge of 
these transactions, was Mi Elliot, who then re- 
sided as British envoy at Copenhagen, who had 
repaired thither from Berlin The king of Great 
Biitain, uncle to the crown prince, was the first 
sovereign to whom the prince royal communi- 
cated the success of his daring enterprizi) Alas ’ 
how little did that virtuous sovereign, or his 
young nephew, imagine what dreadful visitations, 
in the course of a few years, the fleets and armies 
of Britain would pour on Denmark ’ Had it 
been foretold, it would have been legarded as some 
ft ightful V ision springing from a distempered brain 
From this period, the reign of Frederick the Sixth 
may be consjtlered as commencing the interesting 
events of which, will be related m the proper 
place 

' Vide Vol 5 p 177 


2 



The JoUomuii^ ^hoU (haffki ?s nittoduied^ merebj 
to remind the teadtr, of some of Ikf icaduiu; eienfs 
that ocfuned m Riudcn afhr the death of Chaile^ 
the Tnelfih , and the b( tier tottmidaie the slate of that 
kingdoin vr/im Gu^latus the TInul, overthrew ihe oligar- 
chy in 1772 



CHAP X 


THE SWEDISH OLIGARCHY 


Thi Swfdos ha\c e^cr been ctlcbiatcil for 
Ihcii \aloiu and lo\c of fiecdom No nation on 
earth ineut'^ a highei eh.u actor for cv«y manly 
virtue Under Mctoiious piinces, tney gained 
abundance of gloiy, but it was at the evpence of 
their indcpendenc< (jiistaMis Adolphus, con- 
sidcicd incicly as x Marrioi, justly merited the 
title of riif oivL VI , but his deep luioads on the 
constitutional lights ol the people, pre\ enter! his 
having any valid pictensions to that noblci appel- 
lation nil Crooo It IS a well known trait of the 
tharacter of Chailes the Twelfth, that when the 
archbishop of ITpsala was about to place the dia- 
dem upon his head, the demi barbatian rudely 
seizing the splendid ornament, placed it himself 
on his head 

The death of that indifferent monarch, but gpre^t 
soldier, was regarded as a blessing by a great 
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part of the nation And if the older of nobility 
had not found means to erect an oligarchy upon 
the ruins of his despotism, the peaceable establish- 
ment of d free government might have indemni- 
fied Sweden for all the calamities whiih had oiigi- 
nated in his vast and irrational ambition ^ 

The sister of Charles the Twelfth, the piincess 
Ulrica Eleonora, for the sake of securing a crown 
that might have been contested, renounced in 
hei own name and that of hei descendants and 
successors all, claim to absolute powei and foi- 
, mally recognised the right of election to be in the 
nation in diet assembled Her husband, Frede- 
rick the First, signed tiid charter agreed to by 
Ills consol t, he adopted the Lutheran religion, 
and was fleeted and crowned king of Sweden 
The chWter of 1720, was the woik of the fac- 
tion called the capi>, who plumed themselves as 
pat) iotf>, because they had stripped the crown of 
undue prerogatives, and they would have merited 
Uie appellation, if instead of founding a grasping 
and devouring oligarch;^, thej had limited their 
own odious privileges, and extended the liberty 
of the three infenor orders 

The power of the king, by the letter of the 
charter of 1720, was reduced to a mere cypher 
The monarch had no longer the power to de- 
clare war or make peace, levy taxes, raise re- 
cruits, appoint officers of state, or dispose of 
the property of the crown The king had two 
votes m the senate, and if the voices were equal. 
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the casting vote, m such cases, lay with the 
king The senate and nobility possessed all the 
powei j^iid patronage of government The three 
infenow orders, namely, the cleigy, burgers, and 
peas^its, were oppressed, degraded, and mocked 
' by /a nominal share in the legislative power, but 
void of real authoiity or influence 

The following are the principal of articles ton- 
tamed in the charter extorted by the senate and 
nobility from tlft king and queen of Sweden, in 
1720 and 1723, viz 

“ The supreme power ought to reside for ever 
in the assembly of states, composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the four orders of citizens, the no- 
bility, clergy, burgesses, and the immediate pea- 
sants of the crown 

“ The states, whetlier convoked o^/iiot, shall 
assemble every third yeai, to review the conduct 
of the senate, colleges, and other departments in 
the execution of the laws entrusted to them , and 
to adopt such measures as may be necessary for 
the welfare and glory of the realm 

“ The crown of Sweden shall not be held by 
any prince under the age of twenty-one years, 
and the states shall have the right of appointing 
tutors for the education of the royal family 

“ The legislative power shall be wholly in the 
states, whose consent shall be necessary to give 
validity to the decrees passed by the king and 
senate, in the intervals between the meetings of 
the diets 
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“ The states reserve to themselves the right of 
making war, but, m case of invasion or domestic 
commotions, the kin^, in concert with th^ senate, 
may take measuies for repelling force b;^ force, 
without waiting for the meeting of the Abates, 
which shall, however, be convoked withoutv de- 
lay 

“ The king may com money, but the standard 
|hall be regulated by the states 

“ The king shall not upon an^ occasion leave 
the kingdom, without the consent of the states 
“ In case of a vacancy m the serate, three can- 
didates, natives of Sweden, shall be nominated 
by the states, of whom his majesty shall accept 
one 

“ During the illness, or absence of the king, 
the senptA^hall sign all public acts 

All the superior inilitaiy officers, fiom field- 
marshals to colonels inclusively, shall be appointed 
by the king 

“ The states, assembled m diet, shall give re- 
dress to all pel sons preiudiced by the regulations, 
or decisions of the states 

“ The ancient privileges of the senate shall bo 
for ever inviolable, but no new pnvilege, relating 
to any separate order, can be valid without the 
consent of the whole 

“ To these in 1723 were added the following • 
“ The kmg, in concert with the senate, may 
convoke the states before the expiration of the 
three ^fcars 
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Upon the death, absence, or illness of the 
king, the senate in a bodv may convoke the states; 

‘ ■\\4iich they may also do, when the welfare of the 
countr><, or the liberty of the slates, are m dangei 
‘ in the above cases, neither the king nor 
file / 9 enate shall convoke the states, within the 
time prescribed, the states shall declare every thmg 
done Hi the interval, both at home and abroad, 
null, ot which they ^hall order notice to be given 
by the goveinor of Stockholm, and the governors 
of the different provinces, that the slates may as- 
semble of their own accord at the proper time 
and place 

“ When the throne is vacant, the stales, whe- 
ther convoked oi not, shall assemble at Stock- 
holm thirty days alter the death of the king, and 
shall pioceed to a new election J 

“ The individuals, who compose the states, shall 
bind themselves by an oath not to propose, agree 
to, or execute any thing that has a tendency to 
change the form ol government and whatever 
shall be decreed by the stales to the prejudice of 
the liberty and independence of the nation, shall 
be null and inv alid 

“ The senate and the king shall be responsible 
for their conduct m the inteivals between the 
meetings of the diet 

“ There shall be a secret committee for affairs 
not proper to be fully discussed , and this shall 
be composed of the- three first ordeis, to the ex- 
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elusion of the peasants, all matters refei red from 
the whole body shall be settled here, and the 
members shall be absolutely prohibited from cou- 
fenmg with foreign ministers \ 

“ The states shall make the laVs, but they 
shall be signed by the king, and executed lu his * 
name In default of the king, the senate sKall 
sign, and cause them to be executed 

“ Each ordei shall ha\e a vote m the regula- 
tion of affairs i elating to the nation m general, 
and the plurality of the four votes shall decide 
the question, but where the just privileges of 
• any single order are concerned, the matter must 
be decided by an unanimous vote of all the 
orders ” 

The defects ofsuch a sj stem of government are 
so palpable, they need no elucidation For the 
exercise of the power wrested from the ciown, two 
herce and powerful factions contested That 
which Russia supported was called the taps 
That devoted to the furtherance of the Ficnch 
politics, was known >y the appellation of the 
hats The taps, to amuse the nation, professed 
their determination to cultivate the friendship ot 
Russia, and promote mtemal and external peace, 
agriculture, and manufactures The hats sought 
for partisans by extolling the value of a French 
alliance, stimulating the nation to aspire to the 
reoGViquest of the provinces that formerly belong- 
ed t« Sweden. These two factions, wjdh varied 
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success, carried on their machinations for half a 
century • alternately or simultaneously in the pay 
of'Fraftce, Russia, ^England, ^oi Denmark 

The maitial spirit of the Swedes led them to 
forgivj? Charles the Twellth, not only his losses in 
the iiMd of battle, but his despotic principles It 
could not be demed that his herce and ungovernable 
ambition had covered Sweden with mourning, but it 
was sorrow unalloyed by dishonour National pride 
was gratified in contemplating the exploits of the 
conqueror, whilst his fame pouied a blaze ol impe- 
iishable glory over his impoierished and exhausted 
coiinti y His faults were all forgotten, and if they 
wept, it was rathci on account of his fall, than ot 
the sufferings he had entailed on his bleeding 
country Such being the feelings of die great 
bulk of the population, as it might have Been fore- 
seen, the pacific measures ol the were pub- 
licly condemned as being sei vile and disgraceful 
And with diminished resources, and an impove- 
rished exchequer, the prevailing faction rashly 
ventured on a wai with Russia The loss of an 
ai my of brave men, Count de Lewenhaupt, and 
part of the Swedish territories in Finland and 
Lapland, furnished lasting cause of regret in Swe- 
den, foi having suffered itself to be led astray by 
factious chiefs, who, under the plausible pretext 
of .pai amount regard to the public good, had no 
better object an view than the augmentation of 
their own power and revenues. Dunng this war 
the king had perhaps a secret interest in thwartmg, 
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as far as he could, the measures of the senate by 
which his power was shackled, and his splendor 
eclipsed Tn revenge, the court of Versailles insti- 
gated the states, or rather the oligarchy, to add new 
trammels to those already fastened oh the power of 
the monarch, by exercising the control df the 
senate over the personal property ot the king — On 
the 25th of March, 1751, at the advanced age of 
seventy-one years, died Frederick the First, who 
was succeeded by Adolphus Frederick This 
prince had been married some few years to the 
Princess Louisa of Prussia, sisto of bredeiick 
the Gieat, a woman of laie endowments, and 
uncommon cultivation, she was the eail} pation 
of seveial of those great men, who afterwards 
extendi^ the sphere of liuiiian knowledge, and 
shed anVimpenshable lustie on then country 
Sir Charles Liniie, K P S Jlcrgmann, and Me- 
nanderhjelm, were among the number of hei 
scientific friends 

This great woman, who leally merited the ap- 
pellation of “ the 3Lm La I f the JKortTi" Vvas pecu- 
liarly the object of senatorial v cngeance By the 
thiiteenth article of the ordinance of 1723 it was 
enacted that the states of Sweden were empower- 
ed to inspect the jewels of the crown as well as 
those of the royal treasury and merely to wound 
the feelings of the illustrious foreigner, who was 
alike eminent for beauty, dignity, and fine ac- 
cemjj^ishments , the senate demanded to in- 
speet ^her jewels, pretending, as an excuse. 
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that their high niightincises had heard that the 
queen had sent them to Berlin • Count Tessin, 
the Swedish ambassador at Berlin had delivered 
the jewels in question to the queen as her private 
property They required the production of jewels 
''•that were become the private property of the 
queen, with the view to compaic them wi^ the 
inventory The queen said to the senator who had 
demanded them, “ I shall not admit of any in- 
spection nor, alter such an indignity will I retain 
them As soon as they can be sc parated from my 
own gems, the whole that I received as a present 
«i>iall be > eturned ” The dignified severity of her 
looks, the firmness of her tone and manner, made 
the audacious noble not only look, but fed humbled 
The states, goaded bv the senate to do whatever 
was required of tliem, complained to theming, not 
only of her majesty the queen having shewn con- 
tempt towards the senate, but also for the nation, 
and great officeis ol the crown “ It should be 
remembered, that the queen came to Sweden as 
the king’s consort, and to increase the authority of 
the crown ” After stating several causes of com- 
plamt alike puerik and malignant, they concluded 
their Hide and impertinent address by observing, 

*' That the states of Sweden did not wish for any 
alterations in the sentiments of the king towards 
the.queen, but that the queen should feel more 
respect for the nation ” 

The king, who was calcylated to havetexcelled m 
the praptice of domestic virtues, hfd not sufficient 
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firmness to repel this insolence as he ought fear- 
ful of giving use to internal commotions, the mild 
and benevolent man strove by humility and sub- 
mission to sooth the anger of the oligarchs He 
descended to make an elaborate apology for the 
queen, imputing all that was oflTensive to heivigao- • 
ranee of the Swedish language , urging with 
marked deference as to style and expression, that 
the jewels having remained ten jears in her pos- 
session without any inspection having been called 
for, she considered the measure as implying 
distrust of her honour , and the more insulting, 
as the diamonds having been given to her as a 
present, were m fact her private property 

The states, however, led by the oligarchy per- 
sisted the moderation displayed by the king, 
only eni^raged the audacity of the predommant 
faction, and notwithstanding all the protestations 
of Adolf Frederick, the insulting and humiliating 
measure was carried into execution 

One of the i emonstrances presented from the 
diet of 1756, contained the following singular ex- 
pressions, viz “ The states beseech your majesty 
to remain master of the court, and Kmg of Sweden, 
and humbly pray tliat all further correspondence 
on this subject may cease ” 

The king wished to be allowed to appoint 
the tutors, to whom was to be entrusted the edu- 
cation of his children, had selected a second 
got%mor for the crown prince, a pnvilegc that 
the stdtes w(ml(|| not permit him to exercise the 
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place was declared to be unnecessary, the second 
gov'ernor was dismissed, and this resolution was 
*aocoinpanied by an insulting lettei to the king To 
shew the plentitude of tlieir powef and rudeness, 
they transmitted a peieinptory order couched 
• in th/ shape of an humble request, to dismiss the 
governor, and appointed Count Scheifer m his 
place Urged by his queen, whose proud heart 
was half broken by these bitter humiliations, the 
king mustered resolution enough to protest against 
the right of the states to this prerogative over his 
children , but so ovei whelming was the power of 
the ruling faction, that his wishes and his rights, 
as a parent or soveieign, were equally disregard- 
ed Count Scheffei took possession of the kings 
eldest son, soon after which, several other officers 
•were appointed to be immediately aboyt his per- 
son This was unquestionably done to inspire the 
young prince, even in his days of childhood, with 
sentiments of awe and reverence toward the order 
of nobles and the senate As to the inferior orders, 
they weie merely passne machines, moved and 
removed at the pleasure of their superiois 

Nor did the humiliations, to which the monarch 
was subjected by the venal and rapacious nobles, 
end here To give legality to resolutions subver- 
sive of the royal authority, and made without the 
eopsent, or even the knowledge of the kmg, the 
senate caused a fac-simile of the sign-manuel to 
be engraved, which was affixed to such docu- 
ments as they wished to promulgate unknown to 
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the king’ Thenatioji, instead, of %d}pg 
restored by the chaitei of 1720, saw itself^thp 
prey of an unprincipled arisjtoerapy that trapipl^ci 
on the ju&t prerogatives of crown, and the ngj^ts 
of the people , that levied ^axes whicb they paused 
to be collected, and disposed of as they saw good, 
from the burthen of which ^ theij, estates, were 
exempted Inditferent to the horrors of war, 
or the blessings of peace, they put up to sale to 
the highest bidder, in t|ie political market of 
Eurojjt, the resources, courage, and influence of a 
brave and higlv*spirited nation 

Seveial opportunities occurred, that might, if 
improved, have led to the sure and sudden over- 
throw of the abhonent faction that ruled vvith de- 
spotic SY^y in Sweden But suth was the king’s 
fear of exciting a civil war, and thereby exposing 
Sweden to utter subjugation, he submjttcj^ t9 
degrading yoke of a venal aristocracy, th^t ,\^as 
alike fatal to the preiogatives of lus crown,, an^ 
the liberties and honour of the people , Instead 
of waiting for an oppor*unity of breaking asjund^r 
the fetters imposed by the oligarchy, he preferred 
incessant but unavailing efforts to render tbetn 
less intolerable and galhng 

At the instigation of his spirited and gccoin? 
plished queen, the king secretly, if not openly, 
encouraged Counts Brahe and Horne, and othef 
noblemen and burgers, attached to the faettpp 
called the hats, to endeavour to oigamze a force, 
militarjr and insurgent, eompeteut to seize on the 
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t^pital, and overthrow the Hats It appeared by 
N the evidence published, that the domestics of 
• the king, as low ah valets and footmen, were em- 
ployed to excite by their discourses, the populace 
of ^ockholm to take up arms against the Hats It 
was through this channel the conspiracy was 
detected The inferior agents were hist arrested 
The chiefs might have escaped, as there was 
ample time, and they were admonished by the 
SOI rowing queen to lose no time in avoiding the 
destruction that impended By a fatal confidence 
in the king. Counts Home and Brahe remained, 
and were arrested It isiecorded that they weie 
tortured in the cruellest manner to foice them to 


accuse the king and queen, which they indignantly 
refused Tlie king had the moitifica^ion to be 
forced to ratify their condemnation, artd sign their 
death wan ant The Countess Brahe, a high born 
and beautiful woman, far advanced in pregnancy, 
prostrating herself at the feet of Count Fersen, a 
leader of the Hats, m vain implored the callous 
statesman for her husband’s life He perished 
with his friends on the scaffold Of their adherents, 


some were jmpnsoned, and others exiled and 
thus terminated the effort made to put down the 
despotic sway of a venal nest of rapacious peers. 

Instead of her husband, if the queen Louisa 
I?lnca had swayed the sceptic of Sweden, soon 
would that gp'eat woman have overthrown the fell 
tyranny of a detestable faction, who v\ ere strong 
only because her gentle-hearted husband was. 
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comparatively speaking, weak -‘Her elevated 
soul was wrung with unutterable anguish, when^ 
she heard of the suderings endured by her faith* ' 
ful fiiends, without the power to rescue, oi even 
to relieve them • Disdaining to sliew homage 
where her bosom was filled m ith intense scorn 
and just abhorrence, she omitted no opportunity 
of displaying, as far as a due regard to her own 
dignity warranted, the contempt and aversion she 
cherished towards the cruel and unfeeling oligarch5% 
beneath whose hands the best and bravest of her 
friends had perished 

If Louisa Ulrica had posses'sed a mind like that 
of Catheiine the Second, ambition, and athirst of 
vengeance, might have led her to have given Adolf 
Fredendt a pi emature passport to eternity', and • 
have causdd herself to be declared, during the mi- 
nority of her son, administratriv of Sw eden If she 
deplored the too great forbearance that maiked 
her husband^s policy, she honored the goodness 
of his heart, knowing it was not any deficiency > of 
personal courage by waich his conduct was regu- 
lated, but a conscientious regard to his coronation 
oath, and an unconquerable dread of giving nse to 
a civil war The 'queen never ceased to lament, 
whenever their memory occurred, the sad fate of 
her brave and unfortunate friends, but, if ever she 
entertained, she soon dismissed,, all Uioughts’of 
veqgesance from her bosom She was really iV*r- 
tuout'T'-unaffectedly rehgious Bie^uressing as far 
as she could, the workings of indignation and am* 
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bition, she applied her great and capacious mind 
Sto the cultivation of literature, the fine arts, and 
'sciences She could not be prevented from su- 
perintending the education of her children She 
eng^ed the king in numerous journies through the 
different provinces of Sweden , and seeking out 
genius in obscurity, transplanted it to a more genial 
soil, wlieie its fine t][ualities might freely expand 
And many of those deseivedly gieat names that 
ha\e conferred more real lustre on the Swedish 
nation than all the heroes of the Gustavian line, 
owed dll then eminence, next to nature, to her 
fostering hand 

Acting upon a system of economy that was un- 
tainted by meanness, with an income infeiior to 
many piivate gentlemen of England, she Expended 
It so judiciously, that she left behind hci many 
costly monuments that embellished Sweden, re- 
flecting equal honor on her taste and judgment 
1 he palace of Drottningholm, distant about seven 
English miles from Stockholm, was her favorite 
residence That magnificent structure, which is 
equal m extent and magnificence to any royal 
palace in Great Britain, was enriched by innume- 
rable additions, internal and external, demed from 
her own industry, wealth, and taste 

On a plan of her own designing, for the pur- 
pose of enjoying grcatei retirement, she built a 
tasteful little palace in the park at Drottningholm, 
calhng It Chma Lustslot, t e the Chinese rural 
palace Its architectural merit consisted m its 

c 2 
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resemblance to the country palaces pf the Emperor 
of Chma It consisted of a centre, and on either 
side, of two smaller pavilions' or corps du logu. 
Here her virtuous husband amused himself m me- 
chanical pui^suits, such as carding, fumeryr and 
th^less elegant toils of a white-sniuh, and here the 
queen devoted her leisure hours to the noblest of 
human pursuits, that of wisdom and science Sur- 
rounded by the greatest names known in the an- 
nals of Swedish science and hterature, and by 
domestic blessings , in this, and other enchanting 
spots, this illustrious woman strove to banish 
from her mind the bittei indigmties that she had 
endured as nominal queen ot Sweden 

After the judicial murder of her fiiends, the 
wrongs and insults to which she stood exposed, 
were mulfophed Through the feelings of the 
queen, the reigning factions strove to wound the 
king She was accused of betraying state gecrets, 
and carrymg on a traitorous correspondence with 
the court of Berlin Like the harpies of the poctts, 
the oligarchs obtruded heir baleful influence into 
the inmost recesses of the palace They interfered 
with the kmg's table, that was always distinguished 
by a hbeml economy, and eyen debarred tlie 
king and queen of appomting their domestic chpp- 
lams, who, in the Lutheran church of Sweden and 
Denmark, may be almost regarded as confessors. 
After vanous changes of ministry, the Hats and C<^s 
yrete al|temately above pr below the pobtical ho- 
n?on, but always selfish, corrupt, and despotic > 
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0 nd , -alike imimeal to the just prerogatives of the 
cr 6 ^<rn/ an»i the liberties of the people Te stem or 
escape the overwhelming flood of legailatiVe and 
oligarchical corruption and despotism, the queen, 
aided by the crown piince, prevailed oh Adolf 
Frederick to make one bold and decisive effiirt to 
shake off the degrading yoke, that humbled the 
c rown and debased the people The commence- 
ment of war between Russia and the Porte , and 
the death ot Count Lowenhjelm, the inveterate 
opposer of French poktiqs , favored the views of 
the Hats, and encouraged the cautious kiiig to 
hazard the proposal of abdicating Ins throne Pur^ 
suant to the opmiOnofhis secret advisers, the king, 
to the surprise and vexation of the senate, refused 
to sign a public document they had presented , 
and demanded the convocation of an extraordinary 
diet, as affording the only remedy for the disorders 
complained of by his subjects After refusing 
to sign this act, the king, on the 12th of December, 
17^98, expressed his intention of abdicating in the 
following terms, viz — 

If, Contrary to all reasonable expectation, 
the senate should reject this proposal, 1 shall be 
forced to relinquish the burthen of a government, 
reniiered iiftbleiable by the wretchedness of the 
pebple who are taifed beyond their power of coih- 
pliaftce'' "Vnieh my faithful counseHors shall have 
assehrbf^ the states, the’ reasons which have 
duced me to 'i^bdidate bhall be communicated to 
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them In the mean time, I peremptonly foibid 
the use of my name to any act of the senate 

(Signed) “ Adoli Fhederick 

All answer to this letter, though demanded m 
foity-eight hours, was not rc* wned at the end of 
five days , a decisu e proof how greatly the sena- 
tors were perplexed Finding no reply was 

likely to be given, the king went personally to the 
senate Pretending to want time for debbera- 
tion concerning his demand of convoking an extra 
diet, and with respect to hi-) maiesty s abdication, 
those conscientious men expressed then hope that 
he would desist from a measure incompatible with 
his oath, and the pi ospenty of the nation In re- 
ply, the king told the usurpers (for such they 

were) that their answer was only to be considered 

•> 

as a refusal, and thenceforward he should intei- 
fere no farther with the measures of government 
It was with great difficulty, and only by the 
entreaties of his queen* and eldest son, that Adolf 

* The following letters written by Queen Louisa Ul- 
rica to her son, afterwards Gusta\us the Ihird, are highly 
honorable to her character, and well worthy a place in 
this brief memoir, viz 

LLTTRE I 

J’ai 6t6 touch^e vivement, mon cher fils, de la sensibilite 
que vous avez t6moign4e it mon depart Je ne vous cache 
point que votre amiti4 m’est cherc, et qu’il y a pen de 
meres qqi puissent aimer plus tendrement leurs enfans quo 
je ne fsr»i , mm, a Dieu ne plaise que je vous aimasse 
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Frederick could be wrought up to the adoption of 
that apparently resolute conduct almost immedi- 
ately after which, 4ht ciown prince went in great 
state to the royal chaiicellaiy to demand, in his 
father s namt, the fat simile ot flie roj al signature 
*that lb already mentioned His demand being 

d’une amitie a\engle' ce seroit vous trahir, et non j)as 
\ous aimer Je suis attentive A toutes vos actions, et je 
n*ai point A me repi ocher de lAche complaisance pom 
VOS deiau|s, je me flatle m6me, que cc sera, un ]our, ua 
des lienb qui vous attachera plus mtimement A moi 

Continue/, mon cher fils, a ^tre exact A reinplir tous ' 
vous devoirs je rnets aiidessus de tous le cultc et la vene- 
ration qne vous devez A L’Ltrk Suprfmf Souvenez vous 
que les vertus morales sont en danger, si elles no sent 
sonteuues par les Chr6tienne&, et que Ics ames|lc\ctfe out 
pour Dieu des sentimens qui partent du copur, et qin Icnr 
donnent cette noble assurance dans toutes les actions de 
leur vie Que la vdtre, mon cber fils, soit longue ct que 
DiPU voQsfassc la grace de vous mettre au rang de ccs 
princes qui servent de modcle aux si Ac les A venir ce sont, 
mon cher fils, me« voeux ils sont sincAres, et vous 
assurent de la tendresse infinie avec laqueile je serai a 
jamais 

Votre tendre mAre, 

Lou Ulrique* 


Letter I — ^TVanslaton ♦ 

It was not without great emotion that I saw you, my 
lear Custave, so sensibly affected with my departure , 
for I freely own tb you, that yoitr affection is extremely 
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refused, pustavju^s went 4<x the ^ottu^r state depart- 
ments, declaring at ^ach place that his lather had ^ 
abdicated, s^nd delivering tp each of the membei’s 
a printed statement of his majesty’s reasons for 
ha\ing recourse to that extreme measftire 

The senate, mortified and huinbled, sent a de-' 
putation to the king, whom, to all appearance, they 
found inflexible a line of conduct m which he 
persevered till, by a second deputation, the senate 

dear to me, and that there are few mothers who love their 
children with more tenderness than myself , but God for- 
bid that my love for you should ever make me blind to 
your faults* this were to betray, instead ot loving you, 

1 am attentive to all your actions, without ha\ing any 
rea<?on to reproach myself with a weak indulgence for 
your defects , and I flatter myself that this will one day 
be a means of attaching you yet more closely to me 

Continue, my dear Gustave, to be exact m fulfilling 
3 our several duties , the principal of which, is the venera- 
tion and worship due to the Supreme Being Remember 
that moral virtue is in great danger when it is no longer 
supported by Christianity , end that all great minds have 
a sincere love for, and confidence m their Creator, 
which gives them that noble assurance so visible ;n pvery 
action of their lives Thai your life may he of long du- 
ration, and that (jOD ma} bo graciously pleased to place 
30U in the rank of those pimccs who beqome a mod^l to 
future ages * — these are my constant prtyfers^ they ure^sin- 
rere, and, thefefore, assure you ot the tender affjecbw 
with which I shall e\er be, , . 

Ypur kiiid JQpdi^rv 

Jhou. Ulrique, 
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consenting to call ihe states together, induced him 
to resume the reins of government; which, by the 
‘ bye, he neither hjid, nor senously intended to 
resign 

The extrkordinary diet met on the 28th of 
April, and the senate not daring to negotiate the 
treaty without the participation of the states, all 
the measures of Russia and England were disar- 
ranged Thus, the intrigues and the gold of France 

LETTRE II 

Jg vous avois promis, mon cher fils, une plus longue 
lettre par le courier, et je me fais un plaisir de vous tenir 
parole Je n’entrerai pas ea detail des beauties des pro- 
vinces, de leur situation, de leur commerce, et de leurs 
manufactures le sujet sur lequel je veux vous qntretenir, 
est mfinimeut plus mteressant, e'estdes habitants, de leur 
7^1e, et d6 Tamour mfini qu’ils t6mojgnent au roi A quoi 
serViroiellt ces vains titres et ces grandeur^;, sMs n’6tojent 
accompagn^s de TaSectioQ du peuple Le v rai boubcur, 
mon cher fils, est de pouvoir faire celui des autres heureux 
celur qui en a le pou\ oir * mais quelque peu que ron 
puisse ^ avoir, il doit toujours avoir cet objet Les 
princes qui s’eloigiient de ces maximes sout des tirans, 
que la Providence a fait naltre comme des mstrumens do 
sa vengeance et dont les noms ont Thorreur au genre 
bumain 

Dieu voUs a donn£,' mon cher fils, des talens et une 
sensible gardez vous toujours que ce coeur ne 
def^ienne Ta diipe de fespMt, c*est un ^cueil qui a souvent 
term les plus belles vies que la voire aie la pn^te pour 
guide’ e'est teplUs sftr remade contre tous les dgaremens 

Coatinuez, mou cher fils, vous faire une etude de la 
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again began to acquire the as<tendancy the king 
returning to the senate, assured that body of his 
approbation of their conduct, * asserted the purity 
of his own views, and declared the welfare of the 
nation to be his only aim 

The conduct of the Hats on this occasion, 

vcrtu Vous voulez savoir quel en sera le succ^s ^ II sera 
proporlionn^ A vos efforts Pourquoi balancer ^ On n’est 
point sage par hdzard Les biens, les honneurs, les dig* 
nit^s peiivent aller au devant de vous , mais la vertu ne 
nous previendra jamais elle ne s’ obtient que par le travail 
et par un travail contmu , mais ce travail doit il vous 
rebut^r, d^s qu*il vous procure la possession dt tons les 
biens^ N’espere/ done jamais pouvoir allier la volupt^ 
avec la gloire, la molksse avec la recompense de la 
\ ertu ^ 

C’est peut-6tre trop de morale pour une lettre Je 
\ais finir celle-ci en vous communiquant mon contente* 
raent sur les v6tres Votre sinc^rit6 r^pare, en partie la 
faute que vous ave? commise Ceim qui se r6signe est A 
moiti6 corrig6, faites en sorte, mon cber bh que vous 
ti’ayez plus de pareilles confidences k me faire Donnez 
moi, par votre conduite, Jes preuves coiivaincdotes de 
votre amiti6 Soyez assure de la mienne, qui ne finira qu* 
avec la vie, etant k jamais 

Votre tendreet bonne m^re, 

L, IT 


LrxTEB II — ^Translation 

I promised you, my dear Gustave, a long letter by 
the coiM-iier, and I have a pteasure m keeping my word 
I shall not be particular m describing the beauties of these 
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proved how great thfeir reliance, m the en- 
suing diet, upon the support of France Various 
ej^pedients were adopted with view to support 
that party , and a considerable subscription was 
raised in favor of the French faction by the prin- 
cipal merchants of Sweden 

provinces, their situation, commerce, and manufactures 
I will rather tell you of the inhabitants, their zeal and 
affection for the king, which is a subject infinitely more 
interesting Of w’^hat use were all these vain titles and 
grandeur, if not accompanied by the people’s love ^ They 
would be troublesome burthens, and crowns of thorns 
. True felicity, my dear Gustave, consists in the power of 
making others happy fortunate is the man who is endowed 
with this power ^ but be our share of it ever so small, this 
ought alwdjs to be its principal obiect those pryrices who 
depart from these maxims are tj rants, vvhom^ Providence 
created to be the instruments ol its vengeance, and whose 
names are the horror of mankind 

God hath given you talents, and a heart not without 
sensibility , be careful lest it become a dupe to your 
understanding, it is a rock on which many a sensible 
man hath split Chuse piety for your pilot, and jou need 
not fear that you will err m jour course 

Continue, my dear Gustave, to make virtue your 
chief study Would you know your success before-band ^ 
It will be proportioned to your efforts Why should we 
balance a moment^ We shall never grow good by chance 
Wealth, honors, dignities, may come of their own accord, 
bift virtue must be eagerly pursued She is not to be 
obtained without continued labor but ought this labor 
to affiight us, when we know that it will procure us all 
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By these energetic meastllres, and the qnaiw , 
tity of money distributed by the French minister^ 
the Hats obtained important electioneering a'd> 
vantages over the Caps In spite of all the efforts 
of Russia, England, and ’Denmark, (general Count 
Ferson was elected marshal of the diet, and of 
the secret committee, all the individuals composing 
which were devoted to his will It was fortunate for 
the Caps, that the Hats were split into two parties 
of these, the court or royal party, like the ulU a 
royaliits ofFrance in 1815, were for rendering the 
crown absolute , the other party, called the “ Old 
Hats,” had no other view than to supplant their 
antagonists, and gain possession of the loava and 
Jihhes of Sweden, without doing anything in favo? 
either of the crown or the people 

The first act of the secret committee was the 
dismission of the senators who had been appointed 

that IS desirable^ You must uever hope to unite hensuality 
v> itb glory, nor indolence vritb the reward of virtue 

This 18, perhaps, too much morality for a letter 1 
shall finish this in telling you wiUi bow much satisfaction 
I received your’s , your sincerity is some reparation of the 
fault yon have committed He Who acknowfedgOs his 
guilt IS not far from amendmont Behatre, my dear 
Gostavp, so Us not to have any more such secrets to 
entrust me with Let your future conduct convince me 
of your affection Y ou may be assured that mine for you 
will j^ever cease but wit^h my life being ever yosur , tender 
mulPaffectiouate mother, " 

. L, U 
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under ihe -]:rQuenc4 of Russia and England but 
still, all tliat, could 'be obtained of thjs diet by the 
French court, which had lavished such large sums 
to obtain its appointment and favor, was, a decla- 
ration dictated by that anti-Britannic spint uhich 
dppehrs so powerfully to animate Sweden, and 
most of the continental nations of Europe, at the 
present hour Its tenor was as follows , viz, “ Thai 
the Engliih only aimed at the empit e oj the sea, and 
the eitemion of their commtrite , which they iheie de- 
Strom oJ acquit mg at the evpense of other nations 
that Hwcdai, thenfote, could not eonsidei England as 
1m ft lend, and though it was the interest oj Sweden 
to be upon good tetms vith the netghhout mg powers, 
she could not lutci into any alliance with them., that 
Sueden t eckoned France and the Pot ie as hen natural 
allies,^ and also Spam and Austiia, as the jriends of 
Fiance ” 

The plan, between one diet and another, of giving 
to the king and the senate the power of forming alli- 
ances and declaring War, was successfully resisted 
by Colonel, afterwaids General Barop Pechlin, a 
man of great afiilityand integrity, at the head of the 
party called the " Qld Jlats^’ If ;t had succeeded, 
all the mihtsury resources of Sweden would have 
passed into the hands of the French minister, who 
would have immediately plunged Sweden into a 
wpr with Russia 

The* plan which France had formed to overturn 
the Swedish government, and kindle a northern 
M’ar in Europe, thus completely failed The ex- 
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pensive expedient of employing the states to effect 
this purpose, was found to 1^ useless, and no 
othei and more effectual means could be devise'd 
The daring and enterprising spirit that marked 
the character of the Swedes, and lendered a re- 
volution, if attempted by a bold and sudden stroke, 
by no means improbable, was counteracted by 
the mild and pacific character of the king, of 
whom it was said, that he could ne\ er be brought 
into any measure by which the safety oi interest 
of Ins family weie likely to be involved m danger 
The love of tranquillity seemed to increase with 
Ins years his wise and virtuous queen, shocked 
at the blood that had been shed during her hus- 
band s reign, by each of the gladiatorial factions, 
refrained from urging him to any further efforts. 
She rested her hopes on the abilities and courage 
of her sons, particularly the crown prince At the 
express reejuestof the Due de Choiseul, he had been 
invited to Pans , a circumstance that revived the 
hopes of the court paity, who confidently expected 
It would lead to some effectual step for the esta- 
blishment of the royal authority, and the overthrow 
of the two factions who alternately ruled the 
dominions of Sweden Such was the state of 
that agitated kingdom, when the death of the king, 
on the Idth of February 1771, suddenly changed 
the face of affairs 

The character of this monarch is so fully deve- 
loped the preceding pages, there is nothing 
to add, except the observation, that, as he was 
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never sufiered to/ reign* there is no grounds 
whereon, to rest Ins public characten During 
* the whole of his noininal sovereignty, Sweden was 
governed, by conflicting factions, who waged war 
and negotiate'd peace, not as the safety or interest 
of Sweden required, but as tliose powers com- 
manded whose gold had paid for their venal sui- 
frages Yet, during the reigns of Frederick the 
First, and Adolf Frederick, these very abuses gave 
a strong impulse to the factious nobles to cultivate 
their intellectual power, m hope, by their talents 
and eloquence, to obtain a share in tlie division of 
the power, profit, and patronage that had been 
wrested from the crown at the death of Charles 
the Twelfth During this half century Sweden 
produced many great oiators and distiifguished 
statesmen but they were bound m the fetters of 
party Seldom were they permitted, if they even 
were inclined, to render any important service to 
their plundered and insulted country For the 
space of half a century, under a nominal monarchy, 
Sweden was in fact an oligarchy The senate and 
the order of nobles duiing that period exercised 
all the essentials of monarchy hence, it would be 
a work of supererogation to give the characters of 
kings who never exercised the sovereign power 
In the succeeding reign, the tables were turned 
upon the oligarchs The whole kingdom groaned 
under then tyranny, and abhorred their venality 
The blood that had been reciprocally shed by 
^4hose fierce, venal, conflicting fact’ons and 
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the general detestation in ^hich both ^parties 
were held, kept back the people froip ranging 
themselves round the banners of either Under 
the withering influence of their intrigumg chiefs, 
it was in vain to hope for any thing beyond a 
change of masters Thence, the prince who 
succeeded his father m the throne, like Frederick 
the Third, of Denmark, had bttle more to do than 
to follow the impulse of popular indignation , which 
operating in the same pernicious way as in Den- 
mark, rendered the people more ardent in their 
wishes to see the foul and accursed oligarchy 
broken up, and driven far from the throne of 
Sweden, than to make terms with the monarch 
advantageous to her freedom, and equally fatal to 
the vile, factions who had so long and so success- 
fully preyed on the vitals of their country 

Louisa Ulrica, now queen dowager of Sweden, 
sustained a heavy affliction in the death of her 
mild and benevolent husband The early promise 
of excellence displayed in the wonderful capacity 
of her eldest son, was blasted as he approached 
to manhood, by the deep dissimulation of his 
mmd, and the piopensities to which he was 
addicted Her second son, Charles, (who yet fills 
the throne of Sweden,) gave himself implicitly up 
to the views of Gustavus Her third son, who died 
at Montpelier, shewed her more deference than 
either Gustavus or Charles his capacity was, 
however, less bnlhant Her daughter, Sophia 
Albertina, was possessed of a great share of per 
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•icaial Value, a capacity as* laet a;id \aiieJ as Ixer 
splendid biotherA and unsalhcd by hi‘' Mtes 
• The period had noW ai lived when this illustrious 
woman hoped to set avenged the wiongs and 
indignities she had, for nearly thirty years, sus- 
tained fiom the oligaichy that usurped all the 
prerogatives ol the ciown but tlie vices with 
which she knew Gustav us to be deeply fraught, loi 
bade the hope of evei seeing him deserve the title 
of apatnotking She novel doubted that his mind 
W'^as adequate to any entcipiise, but with leal ‘•oi- 
row she antieipated that lie would rear monaiclnal 
despotism on the lum of the two conflicting, lav- 
tions Her mild and benevolent views aimed at 
the adoption of a constitutional foini of gov em- 
inent, that should leav e the people nothing to wish 
for by any future changi Absoibeil in soeict 
grief, she took no steps whatever of a political 
natuie and the absence of Gustav us, her eldest so” 
andulFicdeiick the joungesbi^dukeofOstia-Goth- 
land,) who wcic then m Paris, ailoidcd the rcignmg 
faction, as they wcaklj supposed, the most I4' 01 - 
able opportunity of eonhiiiuug the duiabilit\ 
of then usurped authoiity, and rivetting nidisso 
lubly their vile shackles on the king and people 
Perhaps the piolound dissimulation vvluch 
beyond any other quality, marked the chpacui 
of Gustavus, was owing to the necessity liis 
father and mother had been under, of speaking' on 
affairs of state with the utmost icserve, and luuing 
/one set of opinions for the senate and mimsters 


X 
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of the crown, and another fori their confidential 
fnends Be that as it may, /in natiic^ talents, 
and acquiicments, in presence of mind, and un- 
daunted courage, Gustavus equalled the most 
accomplished men in Sweden , but, ‘m hi/pocnsy 
he had no equal , he toweied abovi them all, as the 
flight of the imperial eagle sti etches iiito regions 
beyond the icacli of buds of humbler wing His 
associates were young, gay, dissipated courtiers, 
alike free from piivatc morals or public pnnciples , 
his ready tools and obsequious instruments 
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Sophia Magdalofa, cnnsoif to GusUaits the Thud — 
AuHpiLions (omiiKHcanent of his — Ills m- 

iiLsp and self-command — P) ojound dissimulation 
— The diet of 1771 — laitlu) pi oof \ of deep hy- 
poo isy — Oiituits thi senafi — Oiolhioiis tin 
oligaiclnj in 1772 ~Ihs impnty on that 

occasion — Anecdote vf Count L'<rglas — (riistaviis 
In c s (f]iai f fi om his (jucen — Tlu Due lie ss of SchIu - 
manland — 1 loiftlc pc 'unf — Inocltscd splcndoi 
of the ( oiii t — (w u sten us cm oin ao ( s tr adc and 
maniifac tin cs — lie c onu s a monoptdi st of In andy 
disiillu n s —Crcno aldisconUnt - Insin iceftofis — 
Failuic of his eovinui cial spcculaiions 

Tfiis extraordiuaiy monarch was twenty -hve years 
of age at the death ot his lather, Adolf Frederick 
Giistavus the Ihird was born on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary, 174G He was married in his twentieth 
year to Sophia Magdalena, cro\Mi princess ol 
Denmark Ills lo\elj young bride was sister to 
Glinstian the Se\enth, and daughter of Fredeiick 
the fifth, by Louisa, daughter of Geoige the Se- 
cond, and Queen Caroline The handsome and 
accomplibhed young couple, were married m the 

X 2 



308 


GUSTAV us THE T^IRD . 

beginning of j\ovember, 1766 i The two disas- 
trous nidlthcs, namely, that #1 Chnstisn with 
Caroline Matilda, and Gustavus with Sophia Mag* 
dalciui, taking place at the same time 

Seldom had a jirince so fan an opportunity of 
seiving his native land , and ol becoming the idol 
ot a giattliil people i!\nd never was theie a mo- 
naicli more liberally gifted by nature, or embel- 
lished by education The path to impeinhable 
gloiy lay wide beloie him Every thing con- 
spiied to coiut Ills steps But, alas* dissolute 
company, and peivei ted habits, had deeply pol- 
luted his mind long eie the seeptre passed into 
Ins hand 

Although to leinove tar away horn Ins ill-latcd 
consol t--w]i»m he hated btcau>.e he had injuitd 
— might, an was alleged by Giistavus himself to 
one of the scnatois, have its influence in deter- 
mining linn to go on liis tiavels , the grand object 
was to procure <nd fioin the Fiench court, where- 
by to enable him to uv ci turn the oligarr hy Witli 
these negotiations he ,vas lai advanced at the 
beginning of 1771 

Gustavus was much too sagacious, however 
immoial, to believe that such polluted beings 
as those who weie Ins minions, could bo 
saldy depended upon When thereloie, the 
news of his iathei’s death ariived, he carefully 
shut up his real views in the lecesses of his own 
mmd, jiiid appeared to lus profligate companions 
perfectly contented with the nominal autliority 
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that devolved upon him And when one of those 
sycopH^nts hinted at the pleasiue he should feel in 
seeing the oligarchy laid I9W, and the powei of 
the crown exalted , Gu^-taMm, asmininm an iinpe- 
iious liowri, sternly loibade such discouisc m 
futuie, telling the parasite that he looked on the 
senators as his best fi lends and safest counsel- 
lois, and, without a blush, accusing his lUustiioiis 
mother of being the turbulent instigatoi o( all the 
niisfoi tunes and dissensions th.it had occiiircd 
during his lathci s reign 

At this penod the court ol Vcisailles was at its 
meiidian splendor its loluptuousncss and cor- 
ruption weie at its height and iipe loi the punish- 
ment that awaited its deep iriupiity 

Calculated to shine in any station, uu+ to excel 
in e^clv puisuit, it is no wonder that Gustavus 
succeeded in obtaining 11101c favorable conditions 
than any othci negotiatoi could have c fleeted 
lie obtained si\ millions of livies, one-louith of 
which was to be paid immediately, and the re- 
niamdci in thice successive yearly payments 
The final aiiangcinent of this aflaii kept Gustavus 
some months in Pans The fact is, he wanted to 
secuic this money to aid the blow he meditated 
against the oligarchy Ihe ambassador at Pans 
was a member of the senate Gustavus had 
tliereforc a delicate and a difficult task to per- 
form, but arduous indeed must have been that 
labor, the difficulties of which he could not have 
surmounted 
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It IS dubious if Gustav us even cntrii^cd Ins 
brother Ficdenck v^ith lus views It is/alieady. 
shewn, m how deCiSivc a tone he curbed th*e 
loquacity of one of his courtiers ^or it in 
trifles only ^hat the young king sought to blind 
and mislead his powerful and wily .intagonists He 
icceived then counterfeit pi ctensions of loijaltif as 
sterling , and ho lepaid them with their ovv n base 
com nay, lit evt n went beyond them in expies- 
sions of attjthincnt and devotion fn iepl> to their 
notification of his accession to the thioiic, ho 
tiansinittcd to the niistiustlul oligaitlis, tJiu most 
clocpicnt and icivent protestations of Ins entire 
satislaction with the existing oidti of things 


He assiiicdthaf senate, whose speed} humiliation 
he conCtmiilatcd, and under whose tvranny he 
wiithed, of his entiie devotion to tlno councils, 
and that, with his hearts blood would lie defend 
“ the pin itif of then doc b ttics, and the c i / stuic c of then 
poLituul pemt} ' ' He expiessed his abhorrence 
of all violence, and in the least equivocal terms 
that language could supply , and upon his word of 
honor, as a king and a gentleman, he declaied his 
firm determination faithfully to fulfil whatever the 
existing law prescribed, and to act confoimably 
to the form of regency of the year 1720, to 
which he had already sworn To leave the 
less leasonto doubt the sincerity of lus intentions, 
Gustavus declared he should consider and treat as 
traitor^ to their country, and personal enemies 
himself, those who, secretly or openly, or m any ^ 
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mannca, should seek to establish an athiUatif 
goienti\nt m Sweden This master-piece ot 
' royal eloquence and dissimulation, he concluded 
with tlie solemn in\ocation, attesting his sm- 
ceiity — “ May God so fulp mt'” 

Whilst vast and impoitaiit designs filled his 
mind, (lusta\us apparently gave himself up to his 
licentious companions, and polluted pursuits He 
attended the select parties of the beautiful and 
merctiicious females of the Gallic court With 
those lu did not long remain a favorite, lor it 
could not be ( oncealed that this prince did not 
pav homage at the shrine ol Venus During his 
abode iii Pans, Giistavus employed himself m ob- 
taining, whcthei liom thetieasmy ol Fiance oi the 
Poite, the laigest possible subsidy , as well asm 
cndeavois to secuu the firm suppoiteyf France m 
the 1 evolution he contemplated Matters being 
at last satis factoiilv airangcd, Gustavus quitted 
Paris on his leturn to assume the vacant thione of 
Sweden As he passed through Beilin, he spent 
a few days with the king, his maternal uncle. 
Without assuming any ajipearancc of secresy oi 
mystery, he found means to sec his uncle once 
alone , and that uuknowm to las attendants 

Gustavus was leceived m Stockholm with 
acclamations ol joy when he met the senate, his 
manner was respectful and conciliating lie 
repeated verbally the professions he had trans- 
mitted from Pans He paid a visit of condo- 
lence to the queen dowager, his mother, but seemed 
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cle«:irou<; «f aioidmaf any paiticular confrrencc 
His ^ouni* and nei^lecttd vpon<!e ho ^carccly 
deif^ntd tonolue, and that intcnstnig^ princess, 
loaded wilh tin trappings of rovailv, was one of 
the least hapjiy women in Hwtden' It nas m 
\am Louisa L' Inca sought intoiviins nith liei son 
lie was seldom to bf sc in e\cej)t in company 
with Aimfeldt, or some ofhei o( InsiiU associates, 
whose pifcsence was lutokiable to this hioh- 
iiimded woman Amidst all his affected ouety 
and dissipation, his mothc i saw the dull of 
Ills actions, and il entic atics tcais, and tlie 
most solemn admonitions t onld h xi c re foi mod his 
habits, and turned his lhoui>hts, lu would ha\e 
been the saxioui ol Ins coimtiy bj giMni; it 
liberty Wtaiied by liei leinonstiances, the 
haughty pMiice toi bade liei visits, winch lieat- 
ment, as the politic pi nice pci haps loi c saw , tended 
to confirm the oligarchs m the belief that their 
criminal plot had succeeded , and that Gusiavus, 
being entangled m the evil conists to which 
he was first allured by then secret tXgents, was 
no longci to be dreaded Piobably, the rude 
tieatmenl liis motliei experienced, was inflicted 
fiom a wish to piodu'^c this \eiy iminession 

Maste r of himself, and the sole keepei of his 
sectets, Gustavus shunned all private conleienceg 
with the duets ot the court faction * He appeared 

♦ Sir John Cm, m Ins Northern Sunmioi , H3, ver}- giaveJy 

tdU Ihh ipaders, that Gustavu«> planned the revolution of 1772. 

‘ tfi the recesses oj the rock s at Haga ' ’ Surely some one impostir 
M hits credulity » 
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to prefer the company of the i tinning oligarchs 
Moantuke he omitted no oppoi tumty ol acquiring 
the dftection of the populace Three clays in the 
T\eek he sot apart to gue audiences to the people 
lie listened With well-dissembled cainestness to 
their details lie not only rtdiessed those griev- 
ances that lay within his icacli, but he relieved 
the wants ot some , w’hilst to all he was courteous 
and condescending in the exticme, and thus 
he became the idol of the multitude 

In May 1771, a diet was assembled at Stock- 
holm, in which, contiary to expectation, the Caps 
were louncl to have seemed the ascendancy 
Ncithci suipiiscduoi dismavcd by this unexpected 
circumstance, the young king, on the 23th of 
June at the opening ol the diet, made a- ••pccch 
that was so modelled, that whilst it covcicd his 
own v'lcw^s, it pleased the contending factions 
In the couisc of his harangue, Gustav iis said, 
“ Bo)}i iiiid idiaattd amona^sl yon, fiom my iutlnsl 
ttifancy, I lunt hun taught to loti mytOHnUy ft 
u my gt Latest kappintss that I am a Swtdc my 
grcatcAt gd»y, to be a ntnin of a Jiee tountiy 
lo behold it happy, is the Just objeet oj my uis/us 
To govern it, in a state oJ fieedom and independaici , 
M the last objeet of my ambition ’ He concluded a 
speech transcendently eloquent, and most grace- 
fully pionounced, with the following well-chosen 
phrases “ Do not, I eonjuie you, eonsidu these ai 
empty pojessions, falsified p&haps by the seeiet 
emotions of my hea? t , but t eeeive them as the faithful 
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eiptcssioil oftL'hal that heart fids, uhith is tw honest 
not to be siinuL,aml too haughty tier topiot^ Jake to 
its ennagimads ’ 

Thxs ditfiil ^i>ccch, which abounded in general 
n^axims of tlif. most noble kind, apptaxed to give 
complete satisfaction to both parties A giand 
deputation was appointed the next day to return 
lain the thanks of the thet, and it was ordered to 
be punted 

Altliough the king kept aloof in the way de- 
sciihed, the coiat paity made c\ciy possible 
effoit to obtain some lonecssions, but they found 
the Caps too \igilant to be deceived, and too 
stiong to be subdued One gieat object with 
them was to pxocuie a if laxation of some of the 
points lutiodiued by the charter of 1720 into the 
coionation oath, that icstiicted the power of 
the crown within sue h very narrow limits The 
discussions which resulted, prevented the corona- 
tion fiom taking place that yeai Such was the 
coolness of the king s conduct, tlxathe Appeared to 
feel little, if any, interest m the-e matters, appa- 
lently regarding them as meie paity questions 
The coionation of Gustavus the Third was 
performed on the ‘22d of May, 1772, with 
an uncommon deg i fie of pomp and magnifi- 
cence , and he took the oath presciibcd withoiit^ 
faltering, although fully determined not to observe 
it* When the diffeientoidcrs of the state came to 
take the oaths of fidelity and to pay him homage, 
Gustavus tlien said, Assuied of your affections. 
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and sincerely resolved to merit that bles'^ing, and 
to establish my thione on j out love and happintss, 
the public engagements into vvliith you aie about 
to enter, would, in my opinion, be sujieifluous, if 
it weie not,* by the ancient laws and customs of 
Sweden, reqnned atjom hands l/nlnppy is the 
king who stands in need ot the bond ol oaths to 
secuic himseli on the ihioiie, and who, not as- 
sured ot the htails ol his suhjeets, is constiamed 
to n ign onlj by the Ibice ol laws, w'hcn the love 
of his snb)ecls is denied him ’ • 

ISolvvilhstanding these Imespieehes, the Caps 
wcie still suspieious ot Custavus, whose sceret 
vices they wi li knew but tlie vastness ol whose 
genius they wei c > cl, bv one leiubic lesson, to 
leain It wis a contlRl betwvcn proles*ed de- 
ccivcis, and the king won the pii/e ylt the \eiy 
instant that he expicssed to the ditleient oiders 
of the stale his deteimination to maintain the 
existing state ot things, hi, had vti )dhi unthn ami 
Juushid th( new (oust lint ion that was to abiogalc 
the existing oligarehj, and establish, undei the 
mask of a free government, anheieditai^ despo- 
tism 111 Sweden 

With Ins youthful queen the king no longer 
kept up even the appeal aiiecs of affection nr ic- 
g^ird his mother he saw^ but seldom hl^ bro- 
thers he sent awavy fiom Stockholm, Piince 
Charles to Scania, and riedc'ick to East 
Gothland his motives for tins aie onl}’^ to b<' < on- 
jectnred He might be animated by a wish, at 
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swch a cn«;is, not to have the whole family 
cooped op within the metropolis he might 
be tearful, c\en of thei) fidelity , foi it is 
clear, fiom the profound depths of his own hy- 
pociisy, he could ha\e no bdicf that any such 
things as honesty and sincerity cMslcd in the hu- 
man breast again, the dcsiic to deiive support 
fiom their nnhtaiy talents, and influence on 
the minds of the soldiery, might slirmilatc him to 
send them into those provim es at this critical 
pciiod * • 

In accomplishing the rev olution of 1722, Gusta- 
vusdisplayed qualities that amazed and confounded 
the hated and degraded oligarch® 1 he most in- 
sulting of all his acts was his req lining the fallen 
nobles^ surrounded by hostile bayonets and loaded 
cannon, to join himm singing psalms to piaise God 
toi the revolution that had been aecomphshed, and 
by which their own political rum was effected It 
combined the most perfect crncltv, with the w oist 
species of impiety , and dishonored the piofligatc 
king, infinitely moie than it disgiactd those whom 

It was intended to insult and mortify 

• 

^ The Iimit-s asRigiiod (o niemon evclutk t. d( (ail< d lel ition 
ot the revolution of \1TI Ihe reader is thi k foie releirod to A 
llistoiy oHhcldti Revolution in Sweden, by JiantisShcudin, Fsq , 
to the IVaveN in Polind, Russia, and Sweden, b} illiam Co\c, 

Ar , and inoie paitu ulail^ to the account contaim d in a work piTb 
Jwlied in London about 1790, by Harlow c, St James s-strect, cn- 
liihd, Cbara<tcr^ and Anecdotis of the Court of Sweden, vol 1 , 
p 19J, Ac 
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Fiom the moment that thn dc \ ourm? oligarchy 
was destioyed, anew id(C of men appeared at 
■ tlie court of Sweden The bold and liaughty se- 
natois, each of w^hoiu thought hunstll on a level 
with his soreicign, degraded and dispersed, 
humbled and subdued, sullenly letircd, over- 
whelmed with giief, shame, and dismav, carry- 
ing with them to their estate*!, the scorn and 
repioaches of then countiy and m tluu place 
appealed asetot voluptuous and dcpiavcd para- 
sites, such as might be expected to abound m an 
Asiatic court, and such as Sweden nevci knew 
till Gusiavus displayed tlicm in his tram, and 
invested them with high commands Except that 
many of them were of humble origin, they might 
not unaptly be compaicd to the uliia loy^Utsl^t oi 
the picsenL day m France ^Vlth theitj, the king 
was the source of all honor and ol power , he was 
the icpiesentativc of God on eaith, and like God, 
m then coriuptcd creed, he had a light to dispose 
at pleasure ot his crcatuies’ At the head of these 
base nunions weic Aimfeldt, and other dissolute 
nobles, whose vices weie at once a stain to man- 
hood, and a scourge to then countrj 

The celebrated Count Ugglas, the secret and 
unconstitutional adviser of Gustavus the Fourth 
Adolphus, owed the foundation of his future great- 
ness to this revolution , for just as it was com- 
pleted, the triumphant king, flushed, with victory 
ovci a venal, detested aristocracy, walked into 
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hi‘. chancellory m the royal palace Deli^littd 
with the occurrence, tins Ugtjhis, Ihen a young 
man, and a writer in the chancellory, loigctfd 
how va«it was the distance between his situation 
and Ills soveieign, went up to him tvith his head 
erect, and eveiy featuic dilated with joy, and 
&ci/iug him by the hand, and giving him a lu aity 
&lap oil the shouldci, exclaimed, “ Hum ail ivoillii/ 
to be OH) hwg ' Oustaiiii foi eva Moie phased 
than oflended with a familiarity that denoted the 
sincerity of his good wishes, Gustavus took Lgglas 
undei his peculiai pioteetiou, and laid the foun- 
dations of Ills futuie greatness Under Gustavus 
the Foul th Adolphus, Mi Ugglas was eieated a 
count, and eniiched with the spoils of the king- 
dom »IIe was the secret adviser of that unfortu- 
nate prinoc, and, m conjunction with the execrable 
Armfeldt, highlv instrumental m promoting those 
dcs])oticaJ measuies that led to his dethionement 
and banishment 

As the king did not cohabit with his queen, to 
pi event the Gustav lan lace fiom becoming extinct, 
lie deemed It advisable that his biothei Charle^i 
should many The Princess of Lubeck Eutiu, 
(now queen of Swede i,) was fixed on as his bride 
She was then young, beautiful, accomplished, of 
a sweet disposition, and warmly beloved by her 
com t and attendants The duke, her husband, who 
was completely a libertine, still pei severed in his 
amato’^ pin suits, and the hopes of those seemed 
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likely to bo disappointed who WiUteJ in anxiety 
for an heir to the throne ^ 

* • Some time attei this loyal niariia^t, which 

was celebrated by the court with distinguished 
splendoi , it* av as ofhcially announced, that the 
young and beautiful duchess was 

ji'i fatlus VLuh to hf hi ho Ion ihiv folds 

The nation felt deeply inleicsted in the e\ent, 
and so near nas the duchess supposed to be 
to her time, that the cannon on the batteries 
were kept leady charged, that were intended to 
communicate the happy event of hei safe delivery 
to the metropolis ' When, most unexpectedly and 
suddenly, these pleasing expei tations all vanished , 
and, iiiNlead ot an hen to the ciown, it ,fas an- 
nounced that the young duchess had rnkstalmi her 
situation, and had been troubled \Mth a ‘falsi iim- 
I tpttou '' 

Probably the duchess w as nc\ c i pregnant but 


‘‘ Tho SvAcdt^uuivof'xilIy I iur at tVa ht (CiiistivuR tho Third) 
ha:» no children hy his qiucii nid it jh on this dcrount, that hm 
no\l biotliei, Piime Clidilcs, is now inairifd Th( ftost is sunt 
vot to hp of an amorom lomph non, oi altmhfd to uonun 
VViaxalls Tour, Ac p 127 

It has been asserted, and Ibdiru uifh tuitk, that kis (Gus- 
tavus the Thud) ^rensi/n/i?!/ toviard^i tkf f/matr ’fer, vas far from 
being In^ly he •teldom Lohabii(du.ith his tjufcn Stijinj^e to tell 
gilted with acute feelings, aiidd wdirn uidbiilliant imagination, this 
dtcomplished prince, des< ended from a race of bcdut ful fciridhs 
displaced an cxcunple of almost monki'^h continonrc ” Sii John 
Carrs Noilhom Summer, p 130 
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tlidt a 1UU) Klatwn to her husband was , and out 
of compassion foi her, tliat the young and gene- 
rous princess, encountcied the iisk of assumii^g 
the appearance of pregnancy, in order to adopt 
as hers, the infant with mIiicIi licr anualilo i dative 
was teeming 

Theie are cireumstaiKes connected with this 
ddieate subject, that it might not lie advisable to 
publish, tliough essential to historical truth The 
queen mother, Louisa Uliiea, certainly doubltd the 
probability of her sons ever becoming fatlieis 
And this strange belief in a mother is said to have 
been the cause why the queen dowager (juestioned 
the imlity of the piegnancy of the young duchess. 
Slie ccrcdinly suspected that Gustavus and the 
duke himself were privy to the intended ft and — 
and who viH believe that the duke was innocent ^ 
^veral times the dowagci queen hinted hei sus- 
picions to Gustavus, who would not lieai a word 
on the subject Determined not to be trifled 
■with, it IS said that she thieatened to make public 
hei suspicions, if the rv.ality of the appearance of 
pregnancy were persevered in 

The Frihcrre B£,xzELsiJiii\A is said to have 
been the nobleman whom Louisa Ulrica sent to 
the duchess to announce, that if she did not lay 
aside the assumed appearance, her motliti-in-law 
was dctei mined to institute a public inquiry 
This was a blow that could not be parried The 
duches^ made a fiank avowal that she was not 
pregnant , and said, laughing as she spoke, “ Wdl> 
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— wetvr mind f tftl is not so at pi esent, it may happen 
in a short tom ' 

* It IS truly diffidult to believe that, unknowu to 
her husband, the duchess could carry false ap- 
pearances so’ far as to have her pregnancy officially 
announced to the nation, and solemn prayers 
offered up in the churches for her safe delivery — 
And it IS no less so to suppose that the duke 
would dare to attempt such a fraud, without the 
sanction of the king his brother The author of 
a work, entitled Characters and Anecdotes of the 
Court of Sweden,* alluding to this smgular occtidB*^ , 
rcncc, observed that this dtsappomtment of lir 
hopes, “ put the king as well as the duke very m«jj!h 
out of humour*' It is believed, both wls^e 
privy to this attempt to substitute an Jieir t^t, 
the throne This failure gave rise to an expe- 
dient still more extraordinary, adopted two year# 
afterwards , to which Gustavus the Fourth Adol-’ 
phus, is said to be indebted for his exis te iWft* * 
Whilst these events were passing, j^WIriced 
change was observed in the conduct or^^L|png, 
who assumed a degree of state quite at Vilfkttce 
wirti his professions of economy He lavished the 
wealth of the longdom in feasts and toumamente* 
and swelled his household establishmentsto an ex- 
tent far beyond what Sweden had ever beft^ wit- 
nessed Louisa Ulnca almost ceased to rt^ome at 
tlie humihation of the oligarchs, since, ii^ead oi 

• VoL 1 p 7 
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those high-born and powerful loids, she saw the 
court filled with a race of servile and unprincipled 
parasites and flatterers, who, fattening on the 
.prevailing profusion, applied all then influence to 
stiengthen and increase that love oT pageantry 
and magnificence which was alieady too conspi- 
cuous She beheld with sorrow and regret, that, 
in less than two yeais, not only the admiration, 
but even the esteem of the liberal and cultivated 
part of his subjects, was rapidly on the wane She 
foresaw that this boundless waste must lead to 
acts oi rapacity and injustice, which, accumulating 
year to year, might ultimately produce some 
catastrophe fatal to his life and power When an 
opportunity of remonstrating with Gustavus pre- 
4 «ented itself, she never failed to embrace it Im- 
patient of wholesome counsel, and forgetful of the 
^obligations he was under to his illustrious mothei 
for those accomplishments which dazzled man- 
km4#tl%||tavus treated her advice with contempt, 
and h^mply forbade its repetition 

affectionate Albertina, her only daugh- 
ter, '^fio had arrived at the full maturity of 
beauty, virtuous in principle, and no less accom- 
plished than the ungrateful Gustavus, and in the 
society.^f a few select and loyal nobles of the old 
court j- the queen mother endeavored to console 
herself for his want ol filial affection Prince 
> FreCM^k-was, however, kind and attentive but 
the of her two eldest sons, had 

ti^sAy ahei^d^l^^^r affections. Whilst Ijouisa 
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Ulrica mourned over the rum she could not 
help anticipating from their vicious courses, she 
took eveiy piecaution to copceal her sorrows from 
the world , and, on all occasions, strove to palliate 
their conduct 

Notwithstanding the passion of Gustavus for 
the possession of unlimited power, the display of 
Ins hue taste, and a degree of magnihccnce m his 
couit that was incompatible with the impove- 
rished state of the finances, the siv first years of 
hib reign weie, speaking comparatively, usefully 
employed He applied with great industry his 
extraordinary talents to the improvement of the 
commerce, husbandry, and finances of Sweden 
That he did not peifectly understand the prin- 
ciples by which tiade is created and improved, was 
evident by the failure of all the plans he adopted , 
he was, however, unccrc in these endeavofs to 
benefit his country, his motives therefore must 
not be too narrowly scrutinised He l^tablished 
manufactories at Stockholm and Gothenburg, to 
rehe\ e the wants of the destitute poor by finding 
them employment , which he furnished with raw 
materials In Stockholm alone, m 1773, twel^ 
thousand poor persons wei e thus employed ^ 
kings engage in trade, they will be sure 
lose then capital It turned out so with Gustav^ 
those forced establishments ultimately fa^g, 
after having occasioned an enormous waste of 
treasure Gustavus gave the first great ^ptdse to 
the better cultivation of Finland h|e i^ptoul^ed 
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t)ie importation of corn , prohibited dealers from 
keeping it m store, whereby to enhance its price, 
adopting the most decisive measures to coun- 
teract those monopolisers, whose ever grasping 
avarice, backed by enormous wealth, sought to 
increase overflowmg coffers, although the poor 
and destitute perished by its effects in the streets, 
or by the highway side 

, The expenses of the court were swollen to an 
unprecedented sum, the love of the king for 
grandeur impelling him to assume a degree ol 
splendor that might have better suited the vast 
and powerful empire luled by C it hemic the 
Second 

A dignitary of the church of Sweden once 
said to'Gustavus, “ There are two things with 
which a wise king of Sweden would not meddle , 
namely, ^eltgtona.ndbrandy The hrst, Gustavus 
was wise enough to leave to the priesthood, but 
the Second offeied a temptation hot to be resisted 
In 1772, the king had declared he was firmly bent 
on the suppression of all monopolies, at the 
same time he prohibited pnvate stills Previous 
this period, every Swedish farmer was at 
>^erty to distil from corn or other substances 
the sake of revenue, Gustav us prohibited this 
which rendered him unpopular, and gave 
ri^to many petty msurrections , to suppress 
wlu<ih|||||js was forced to have recourse to his 
Manc^^wemy During three years he perse- 
vi^ed unpopular measures. The prohi- 
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bitxon was, hoAxever, recalled in 1776 the privi- 
lege of disallmg brandy was wholly monopolised 
by the crown, which was granted to a hmited 
extent to individuals, on the payment of a certain 
sum, for a fixed period of years The want of a 
sufficient number of contractors or farmers of this 
royal monopoly, forced the king to abandon his 
plan Ills next determination was to become, 
himself, the only distiller in Sweden • He set 
about this enterprise with his usual ardor Gus- 
tav us flattered himself he had discovered a new 
Potosi in Ins poor and barren kingdom lie inter- 
dicted the importation of foreign brandies bought 
up, (probably at his own price,) the materials used 
by piivdtc distillers, and enacted very heavy 
penalties m case of this royal monopoly being 
infringed 

Complaints murmurs, execrations, and menaces, 
were heard in the metropolis, and in every pro- 
vince of his kingdom The fourth estate (peasants) 
sent deputations to the king, remonstrating m bold 
and energetic terms against the assumption of 
this monopoly, and demanding the restoration of 
their old, indisputable right of dustilling brandy 
for their own consumption Disregarding these 
remonstrances, the king still persevered, when 
senous commotions broke out m various parts of 
Sweden Even in the metropolis it was found 
necessary to station guards at the royal brandy 
factories, to prevent their bemg destroyed by the 
indignant populace He was so stubborn, or rapa- 
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Clous, that lather than lehnquish a revenue thus 
gained, he hazarded his crown and life 

Many of his regulations relative to commerce 
weie judicious , these were adopted at the sug- 
gestion of persons who best understood its piin- 
ciples wherever the king preferred his own 
theories, howevei plausible they might appear, 
abstractedly considered, they mvaiiably failed 
when put to a piactical test, 
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Vast pi ejects of Peter the Gieat — ITieir piogresswe 
i ealisation — Gustatus attempts to counteract Rus- 
sia — Cathei me the Second and Gustavus — 7%dr 
opposite X mes and preparations — Gi eat n/^^oHal 
widertakmgs began ot completed by Gustamts at 
CarUtrona and Sveaborg — Visits his provmC^,^ 
Rejoi ms local abuses, and punishes sevet al tltffust 
judges — His great and varied talents and ac^pure- 
ments — E£eminacy of his court — Hon^'J 
by Gustavus to the memory oj Sir Charlesj^fnb 
— Suffers his invaluable collection to be sok 
hellishes Stockholm — Piactises the uti 
fusion — Recommends frugality to his subje^. 
Sumptuary laws — Coi rupts the national manners 
— Lavishes his treasures on idle pageanU y 



When Peter the First, on tlie sylvan sjbe^a of 
, tlie deep, broad, majestic Neva, laid tl^^mnda- 
tions of the future capital of European jKufi^ia , 
estimating in his capacious mind the growth 0f 
power with civilisation, he probably considered 
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that his successors would extend the north-west 
frontier till it should embrace the whole of the ter- 
ntories then appertaining to Sweden and .Den- 
maik* Gusta\us tht Third was often heard to 
asbeit, that if he were Czar of Bussia, m defiance of 
all Europe combined, m seven years he would 
realise that project, and give law to all the world ' 


* In ji Sketch on the Mthfary and Political Power of 
Russia^' the author, (who by acclamation is pronounced to be lieu- 
tenant-general Sir Rubeut Wilsok, &c) speaking of Peter the 
First, observes — 

lu the years between 1701 and 1711, the Czar Peter was 
contending, with various success, against the Swedes, Turks, and 
jfor an advance oi his European frontier 
In the year 171^, having conquered Riga and Lwonid, he 
bulil the city ot Petersburgh, transporting thirty thousand from 
Arch^gel to be the inhabitants, and inviting foreigners, particularly 


to ceitle there 

year 1714, he developed his naval prefects, which 
haen suspended^ but never abandoned by his successors. 

year 1721, he dedared himself Emperor of all the 
R uii ij i i ^ llid oil his death, m 1729, the world added, and pre- 
amnE Sfe hu memory, the posthdinouit title of The GEfat 
" the year 1729 to 1762, although Russia, under «ur 


j^atiercigna, some of whose leigns were short and tragical, ^pro- 
d^ded in the attainment of mtemd strength, solidity, and^de 


although m the reign of Elizabeth, she had connected herself with 


acquired a military character, stilt'she had not taken 
her d&om A a great European pow^r 


Catherine the Second mounted the throne, only tumty^ 
ftSte-Dgp&lft of people paid her homage 

her reign of thirty three years, according to the best 
authorities of^tlie tune, the number was augmented to neailjr thirty- 
wp millions by acquisition, and natural increase of poptilation^* 
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The provinces wrested from Sweden by the dis- 
astrous wars that were ended by the treaties of 
Abo and Nystadt, gave Ruasia the command of 
the Baltic, and of an invaluable source of com- 
.mercial piosperity Gustavus knew the vast am- 
bition of Catherine the Second , he envied hei' 
magnificence, and dreaded her power If she 
usurped the throne of her husband, (Peter the 
Third,) she inherited the spint of Peter the First# 
treading in the path which that noble savage 
had marked out When Catherine heard of the 
revolution of 1772, being accomplished, she was 
at once astonished and grieved The nobles and 
courtiers who were in her pay, had not ppepared 
hei mind for such a result But when informed 
of the extreme magnificence of Gustavtis, and 
•that in point of ceremony he equalled the ctiUrt 
of Versailles , and in splendor emulated, if not 

Alexander commenced liia reign m the year 1800, over thirty* 
sue millions of people — 

The acquisitions of his predecessors bed been enormdus ; but 
Ihey had not yet conipkted the line of frontier 

The guns of the Swedes could be heard m Petersbargh Den- 
mark and Sweden had considerable navies. ^ 

Aland covered the Swedish coasts from insult or eudden mm- 
sjon, when the gulpfa of Bothnia might be frozen , and Soeo&ofg 
commanded tho navigation of the mouth of the gulpii of Jfinlaad 
When Alexander came to the throne, tkirty*six miilions of 
people acknowledged his authority , but at this defy (1817) by in- 
crease and acquisition, there cannot be less, at the lowjsst calcu 
lation, than forty-two millions, and not of Asiatic houseless 
hordes, wandering m deserts, but chiefly of Europeans * ~pp* 116, 
117, 121 to 128 
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eclipsed, eveiy other throne m Europe, she was 
secretly pleased, not doubting but lus love of 
pa'geantry would soon disgust his subjects, and 
probably enable the nobility to renew those fetters 
that were so suddenly snapped asunder Com- 
pared with the pecuniary resouices of Catherine, 
Gustavus the Third was an indigent prince The 
prince Potemkm, and perhaps several other of 
her favorites, and first-rate nobles, possessed a 
revenue far exceeding the entire income allotted 
for the support of the whole of the royal family 
of Sweden It was therefore with real pleasure 
that Catherine heard of the magnificence that pre- , 
vailed at the court of Gustavus , and on more 
than one occasion she derided his pigmy efibits, 
calling ‘him by coarse and insulting epithets, of 
which the ‘least offensive were, “ the lUtle kwg”. 
and, " the amatew player oj Stockholm ” 

Amongst crowned heads, occurrences, trivial 
as these, have sometimes had powerful influence 
on the destinies of nations The sarcasms of 
Catherine, perhaps with additions and embellish- 
ments, were reported to Gustavus, who suffered 
them tO'make too deep an impressum on his mmd 
from this period a stiong feeling of personal en- 
mity was blended with the hostility of Gustavus 
to the politics of the empress Catherine the 
Second 

The king exerted himself with mconceivable 
activity to place his army and navy on a formi- 
dable footmg, for he aspired to the maritime 
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sovereignty of the Baltic When Gustavus had any 
great object m view, he was seldom vety nice 
regarding the means of attainment His uncle, 
Frederick of Prussia, accused him of intendmg to 
burn the Danish royal navy by incendiaries, hired 
for that purpose perhaps he also intended to 
treat the Russians in the same way Gustavus 
secretly determined to make a sudden irruption 
into the Russian territories the hrst favorable 
opportunity, made as great exertions to build a 
formidable navy, as if all Sweden were an island, 
whose safety, like that of Great Bntam, depended 
upon her fleet The works begun by Gustavus at 

Carlscrona,* were of stupendous magnitude , the 

• 

* Cailhcrona, the rapitdl of the province of Bleking, 
and the rebidence of the governor, ib situated upon the 
shore of the Baltie sea, and built upon a large insulated 
rock The road to it is over two other islands, which are 
joined to the mam-land by three large bridges, and contain 
two suburbs of considerable size, but dirty and ill-built, 
being inhabited only by the lower sort of people The 
city takes its name from its founder, Charles the Eleveuth 

“ I was conducted by an officer, who had been m our 
^•ervice, under Mr Dedel, to the port This la very large 
and convenient, beiqg almost surrounded with^ docks, and 
hav mg a long bridge, on the two sides of which vessels, not 
in use, are kept at moorings I reckoned here twenty- 
o^ght vessels of the line, and frigates, amongst which were 
one of 100 guns, one of 06, one of 84, two of 74, and se- 
V cral of 60 and 60 guns The whole fleet, including five 
vessels now equipping, consists of thirly-seven vessels of 
the line, and nine frigates The five vessels thus fitting 
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expense far exceeding the value of any possible 
benefit that could rationally be expected They 
were calculated to strike every spectator with 
amazement , and to immortalise the name of the 

A 

roval founder, lather tliaii prove of utility com- 
mensurate with the prodigious disbursement they 

1 

out, and four others, v\bich were m the water, but un- 
rigged, were built in the course of four years There 
were several upon the stocks, either wholly, or almost iii 
skeleton , and I was shewn one of these vessels, which was 
constructed m six weeks, all the parts having been prepared 
beforehand The plan of reviving and increasing the 
naval force was concerted about four years ago, one part 
of 1782 was spent m preparing and collecting the mate- 
rials, and in 1783 they began to build It is intended 
build fobr vessels annually, till the fleet shall be restored 
to a respectable situation , and, to defray the expences of 
this plan, the king has suspended the execution of half the 
works at the new dock These works are, indeed, stu- 
pendous, and exceeded all the high-wrought expectations 
which I had conceived from the accounts given of them* 
Twenty-nine years have b-^eit already spent m forming 
them, and they yet want much of completion At the en- 
trance IS a bason hollowed m the rock, of about fifty feet in 
depth, and surrounded by quays of free-stone, at which 
four men of war may a^ the same time receive or dis- 
charge their stores From this bason, canals of communi- 
cation are formed, that, by means of large locks, afford a 
passage foi each vessel into its own dock, of which there 
are twenty for ships of the line, and ten for frjgate)^ 

One of these separate docks, with its canal and lock, 
IS etitireiy finished The bottom is composed of free-stone, 
joined and cemented with pouzzolane, a sort of cement^ 
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occasiioned It is difficult to convey an adequate 
idea of the uxunense labour expended on the 
docks at Carlscrona If the London or Liverpool 
docks had been excavated out of rocks of {jranite, 
the enterprise had not been as difficult for Eng- 
land to perform, as those at Carlscrona were for 

brought for that purpose from Italy, and laid in a bed, 
which has been hollowed m therork, exactly of the shape 
of a ship’s keel Along the whole length of this dock, they 
have contrived galleries of stone, by means of which they 
erect the beams or scailoldings, when the vessels is ren- 
dered entirely dry, in order to be repaired The walls 
which support the roofs and separate the docks from each 
other, are formed of the same free-stone and cement, and 
are at least of the thickness of twenty feet up to the height 
of the vessel’s upper deck There platforms *are con- 
fitructedfor the reception of the guns of each vessel, which 
are delivered and received through large arched openings 
communicating with the platform, and with the inside of 
the dock 

The roof is of timber, plated on the outside with iron, 
and so contrived as to bear all the levers used in loading 
and unloading the vessel When the dock is to be ren- 
dered perfectly dry, the water is suffered to run through a 
vent m the bottom, which they open by a machine pre- 
pared for that purpose, it is then received m a basoo 
hollowed immediately under the dock, and from thence 
IS forced, by means of a windmill, into the other bason 
before-mentioned 

** These covered lodges, when the plan is perfected, will 
form a large semi-circle, but the second is yet unfinished, 
and, from the immense expences of the undertaking, it 
seems doubtful whether the whole number will e\er be 
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Sweden The Swedish engineers, Polheim and 
Thunberg, although their talents have been much 
undei -rated by careless or superficial British- 
tounsts, were men of vast genius and pro- 
found science, and the hrst projectors of these 
works The nation was, m a manner, impo- 

completed At present they are chiefly employed upon 
the improvement of the ancient dock, which will, pro- 
bably, be not less useful than the new one Indeed, it is 
by no means certain, that vessels can be preserved by this 
method longer than by those now m use , and, even if this 
IS admitted, it will still remain to be enquired, how tecr the 
millions expended m forming the docks, sluices, basons, 
and canals, are likely to be repaid by the savings pro- 
posed 

“ This new dock was begun in the late reign, upon a 
plan suggested by; one Thunberg, now a very old man, 
who has tbeiJisWiWJP of the works constructing upon the 
Gothe Alf TfieiMCteat dock, which is a sol-t of canal of 
350 feet fb bnd 30 in depth, was hollowed in the 

rock, and entirely completed between the years 1716 and 
1724 It was planned by Polheim, and is situated between 
the port and the new dock, communicating, on one side, 
with the dock-yard and port, and, on the other, with the 
sea^ by means of two canals of such size as to admit the 
passage of first-rate men of war Both canals are en- 
closed by very large flood-gates, and before that w hich 
opens towards the sea, they have placed a moveable dam 
of very ingenious construction, m order to protect the 
sluice from the violence of the waves When a vessel has 
entered the dock, m order to ^be caulked, they shut the 
gates, place the dam before them, and an immense pump 
IS put m motion, either by men,^ or horses, which in tweh e 
hours rendeis the dock entirely dry 
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ven&hed by the expense the king, however, 
persevered, and at the time of making war on 
Russia, he had created a navy too poweifiil for 
Sweden to be long able to maintain, yet totally 
inadequate to the attainment of the sovereignty 
of the Baltic, a shallow sea, unsafe for large 
ships, and shut up by ice several months eveiy 
year Tlie genius of Gustavus gave birth to the 
largest navy Sweden ever possessed, which was 
soon after destroyed by his inexpenence and pre- 
sumption, m the bay of Wiborg 

This magnificent and enterprising pnnce un- 
dertook another woik, equal m magnitude and 
expense, but of a far higher older m point of 
national importance, in completing the fortress 
and the naval docks, built upon, or rather exca- 
vated m, the granite islands that cover the en- 
trance to a large bay near Helsingfoi^S, in the gulph 
of Finland His object in this was of a tu o-fold 
nature, i t to protect Sweden from invasion on 
the side of Russia by land or sea , and to facili- 
tate an invasion of that country by the Swedish 
fleet or army 

“ The port of Carlscrona, which is very deep, and easy 
of entrance, is capable of containing an hundred ships of 
the llbe It is defended by two strong forts, whose fires 
cross each other, and are undoubtedly able to sink any 
fleet that should attempt to force a passage They are 
both built upon rocks in the sea , the one called Kongs- 
holm (King’s Island) the other Drotmngs-kiar or Queen’s 
Rock ■^Vide Journey through Sweden, p. 148, &c 
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When Sweden was compelled to cede a con- 
siderable portion of Finland to Russia, it became 
necessary to construct new fortresses to protect 
the country that remained The Swedish ge- 
nerals and engineers represented it cluster of 
island rocks that stretch across the entrance from 
the gulph of Finland to the shore near Helsingfors, 
as the spot most eligible for the scite of a new 
fortiess, and the formation of a secure haven for 
the Swedish navy General Ehrensward had the 
chief direction of this enterprise, and the Avorks 
were commenced in 1748 The plan of the 
intended fortress was highly approved, it was 
named Sveaborg, i e the Safeguard of Sweden 
From this period down to the year 1775, upwards 
of five millions of dollars were expended, and still 
the works .were mcomplete * 

♦ The following description of Sveaborg is extracted 
from the Travels of Mr Coxe, in Sweden, yol 4, p IS, 
&c 

‘ But one of the most curious and important fortre'sses 
m the Swedish dominions, is Sveaborg, situated near 
Helsingfors 

“ Seven islands, lying within the circumference of 
four miles, compose this fortress — namely, Lhngam, the 
nearest to Helsingfors, is bOO feet in length and 600 m 
breadth Wtlstra Swarto, S E of Liingorn, is 1400 feet 
m length, and 800 m breadth —Little Ostra Swarto, 
800 feet square , Stora Ostra Swarto, 3000 feet in length, 
and HBOC in breadth, Wargon, lying in the centre, 
2400 fis«^t in length, and 2000 in breadth it is the 
principal island, and contains the governor s house 
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When Gustavus the Third visited Sieaborg, 
being struck Svith the advantages of its local situ- 
ation, he determined to iipprove upon the ori- 
ginal plan, ' so far as to be considered as the 
second founder Secretly bent on war, under 
'the specious mask of defensive preparations, he 

Sixth, GHstafsvard, S E of Wargon, 1600 feet m length, 
and 1200 in breadth — Seventh, Skant? Landet,* S of 
Gustafsvard, an island as big as both Wargdn and Stora 
Ostrk Swarton, but of which only 600 feet are to be for- 
tified 

The works are really stupendous, and Worthy of the 
ancient Romans The walls are chiefly of hewn granite, 
covered with earth, from six to ten feej thick, and m a 
few places not than 48 feet high The batteries, 
which begin upon a le\d with the water, and nse in tiers 
one above another in all directions, commanding the only 
channel through which large vessels can to Helsing- 
fors, render the passage of an enemy’s fleet extremely 
dangerous, if not impracticable 

“Jn Wargon is a dry dock, capable of containing 
eleven or twelve frigates, hollowed in the solid rock 800 
feet long, 200 broad, and 14 deep t It is divided into 

^ The oitliography of Mr Coxc, in Swedish proper names, is in 
gcnoial enoneous the name^ of the islands on \^]iirh the celebrated 
fortress S\ eaborg was constructed, were CvOpied from a map ol Hel- 
singfors, laid down by N G Wirming and en^a\cd by H 
Akerland and E Personne, l 808 In this map there is no men- 
tion of such an island as Sbantz Landets, — probably Mr Coxe meant 
Bockholmen according to the scale laid down in the above named 
map, It 18 probable that Mr Coxe is wrong m the dimensions given 
to those i^^lands 

+ This depth IS certainly too shallow^ although Sv^edisli frigates 
are smaller, and draw less waA»* than British 



OIJSTAVUS THE THIRD 


a38 

resolved there to accumulate such vast military ma- 
gazines as should, at any favorable moment, admitt 
of a sudden and formidable invasion of Russia, 
carrying his anticipations so far as the capture of 
Petersburg, the destruction of the*Russian manne, 
and transporting to ^Stockholm, ais a trophy* of 

three equal parts by two briok walls, which run lenglh-*^ 
ways , each part will contain four frigates, and may be 
closed with sluice gates, so that ejach vessel lies sepa- 
rately from the other The >ivhole is covered with a 
wooden pent-Siouse roof, m order to preserve the frigates 
from the ram this bason contained eleven frigates At 
one extremity of this dock is a bason ^00 feet square, 
closed at each end with sluice gates, which serves for the 
entrance and exit of the frigates, and likewise for repairer 
mg and 'building ships At the other end another bason 
was finished^ of the same dimensions, for a man of war, 
which may likewise serve for the passage of the frigates^ 
whenever the other is employed in repairing or building 
of ships The magazines for the stores and artillery are 
built on the edge bf the water, which is of suffijcient 
depth to admit each vessel ^iblose 'to the quay, to be 
equipped without trouble There is an excellent port for 
seventy sail of the Unc, and a small harbour, no less 
secure, for ten frigates 

The ga^risoD, in 1784, consisted of 350 

soldiers and 600 marines , but when the whole fortifica^ 
tions are completed, will rinjuire 1S,000 men Tor the 
purpos^f btuldmg and dtting oat ^ips at Sveaborg, the 
Sw ^l^ , procure oak from Gp&lan^i, part of ^he 
frjOT^^i^^;Jljemp^ai»dt|B8^ froa^ Rig^ §ucb, i|^ 
C^berii^, was die state of Sveaborg, a fortieai; 
j^icb, even in its present oii&uslied state, wiU be 
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vjctoryv the magnificent equeetnan dtatue of Peter 
the Groat, that Gathefine the Second had com- 
nfanded Falconet to prepare lor the decoration of 
her residence ! Such were the flattering visions in 
which the ambitious Gu«>tavus indulged nor was 
Cathenne a passive spectator of his conduct That 
great woman penetrated his real viev s, and filled, 
not alone his metropolis, but his court, with her 
secret agents She chiefly depended upon the in- 
digent nobility and ofheers of Finland The result 
shewed, at the critical mqment of peril, how well 
she was obeyed by those mereenary and restless 
chiefs That venal and rapacious oligarchy, whose 
criminal conduct reduced Sweden to a state that 
aftorded Gustavus the Third an opportunity of esta- 
blishing, if he had pleased, despotism by law , had 
greatly neglected the Swedish aijny and navy. 
They were loudly and generally accused by the 
nation, of having appropriated to their own use, 
and distributed amongst their partisans, the reve- 
nue oi Sweden Gustavus took care to convince 
his people of the dilapidated state in which he 
lound the army, navy, and fortresses, and he 
zealously strove to supply every thiug that was 
wanting to effect their restoration He distributed 
clotlung, tents, and new musquets to each legi- 
iiieut, the fortresses were all put into a state of 
• 

capable of harassing the Russians in case of war, and 
which^ should it be completed, may justly be called the 
GHbraltar bf the north ” 
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defence, and furnished with artillery A new 
manual exercise was introduced, m which the 
troops were manoeuyred by Gustavus in person 
He suppressed the sale of mihtary offices and com- 
missions increased the pay of the 'officers, and 
introduced such regulations as secured them, ai 
the age of fifty, the means of retiring on full pay 
for the rest of their lives 

Gustavus made fiequcnt journies through dif- 
ferent provinces, that he might, from personal 
observation, judge of, the real state of trade, 
manufactures, agriculture, and the interior police 
In one of these tours through Nenke, the most 
beautiful and picturesque province of Sweden, the 
km% acquired great popularity by the dismissal 
of the 'governor, on a charge of malversation The 
seiiesclial, aq^ the treasurer of Dalecarlia, were 
also dismissed but that example which produced 
the most powerful impression, was the sentence 
pronounced by Gustavus upon theqirincipdl court 
of justice held at Jonkopmg, the capital of 0-stre- 
Goiland The accused were obliged to appear 
m person at Stockholm the cause was pleaded 
publicly befoie the king, who said, in his opening 
speech, “ I have delivered you from an oppiession 
that rendered all justice venal I have made laws 
for securing the rights of the poorest of my sub- 
jects, and those laws have been violated I owe 
an euiamplc of justice to posterity ’ — Four members 
outlie high tjabumd of Jonkopmg, havmg'been 
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found guilty, were dismissed from their offices, 
and several others were suspended from the exer- 
«se of then judicial functions 

These acts are really an honor'toGustavus, a«» 
was also his*relieving the faimers (who were then, 
as at present, generally very indigent) from the 
oppressive burthen of supplying post and courier 
horses gratis for the use of the king and royal family 
He took an exact census of the people , and used 
his utmost efforts to increase the population of 
Sweden, by encouraging strangers, particularly 
mechanics, and artists m metal, to settle in his 
kingdom , and by striving to induce those Swedes 
to return, who had already emigrated to foieign 
lands 

So accomplished a gentleman was Gystav us, 
that there was scarcely a professor of hteiature, 
or any of the liberal or elegant arts, but he was 
able to excel, each in his own peculiar study 
He was spoken of as a prodigy of ta’ent, a 
Maecenas m liberality which, joined to the mag- 
nificence of his court, attracted crowds ol painters, 
poets, musicians, theat^cal dressers, dam ers, &,c 
Those who possessed very superior merit were 
retained, and all who greatly excelled, were 
munificently rewarded In the distribution of 
his patronage, he betrayed the selfishness of his 
inotives he spared ao expense to gratify his 
love of pageantry the superb spectacles wuth 
^hich he treated the inhabitants of Stockholm, 
served to ingratjgEite him with the most elegant of 
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the fair sex, as weU as the vulgar pUpulace It also 
attracted public attention from the silent but rapid 
progress he was making towards the establishment 
of a monarchical despotism Nor was he ignorant 
that fiom his own superior taste 'and match- 
less eleg^npe, he should be looked upon as the* 
great presiding genius that gave the first design, 
and the last finish, to every thing that was super- 
latively excellent Whilst the treasures wiung 
from an indigent nation were thus profusely la- 
vished on the votaries of the fine arts, few indeed 
were the geometricians, astronomers, chemists, 
mineralogists, or engineers, whom he liberally 
encouraged His court was filled with soft and 
effeminate courtiers, generally devoid of principle, 
whom he had selected and advanced, in many in- 
stances, from obscurb stations Gustavus was 
himself 'an elegant and witty dramatic writer He 
would have made, perhaps, the best actor m 
Sweden, and incomparably the first of managers 
He introduced and patronised the Swedish opera 
The scenery was eqbal, if not superior, to any lu 
Europe It was designed jemd executed under his 
personal inspection, for 'be was eoinpeteni to in- 
struct the first^masters Thb dfesses displayed 
equal taste and splendor Gustavus drew de- 
signs for die -costumes* Before his classic 
eye, all anomalies vanished ' the actors andac- 
tre$ses became kings* and> queens The* dra- 
matic' amatjeurs of f^anoe mid Italy, i^tced 
^ovm that* 'the aad gtami^xr of'&eir 



Gl'STAVU*! THE THinO 343 

drama, was equalled, if not outdone, m a 
northern metropolis, where it was least to have 
Jjeen expected If any strangei had seen the 
king engaged with theatrical dJHeers, singeis, and • 
diessers, he would have thought the king was so ab- 
• sorbed by those pursuits, he could have neither 
time nor inclination for higher objects. Alter 
mstrucUug the pejloimers, Gustavus would re- 
turn to his palace, perhaps, to meet an arch- 
bishop, and confer conceuiing a new veision of the 
bible, to receive an engineer, lelative to tlie works 
at Carlsciona, Sveaborg, or TroUhatta, to dis- 
course with and encourage mauufactuiers of the^ 
coarsest and the finest wares,, who generally went 
away pleased and astonished at a man that seemed 
to undet stand the secrets of their trade equally 
well with themselves, and able to elucidate the 
most abstruse points of every subject that was 
connected with their various occupations He 
studied the prejudices of the peasantry of every 
province and when any one felt himself deeply 
injured by the judges or officeis of the crown, if 
the individual repan ed to court, tlie king would pa- 
tiently listen to bis complaint, and if Gustavus 
saw he was likely 'to gam great applause, he 
seldom hesitated to dismiss a judge or an officer 
for whom he cared but little , or against w'hom he 
might entertqm a ppvate pique 

Gustavus would often assist m person at the 
;i9Ci4einy of acienoee on whmh occasions he threw 
into ius maimeii so great ad^ree of deference and 
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gravity that he appeared like a tyro receiving in- 
btructiOD from sage masters, rather than a sovereign 
by this artful demeanor he ruled, as he pleased, the. 
academy, of whiCli he became the idol To pro- 
cure greater ec/at, he often sent questions undei 
a fictitious signature, that led to some new dis- 
covery in science, or improvement m agriculture 

The pedestrian bronze statue of Gustavus Vasa, 
the great founder ot the Gustav lan line, and the 
colossal equestrian statue of Gustavus Adolphus,* 
are monuments woi thy of the heioes to w hose glory 
they were consecrated, and of the magnificent 
• pimce ip whose reign they were erected They are 
equally fane as thev statues of Chailes the First 

* Arche vcqup did not h\e to finish (Ins siippib statue it was 
completed b\ Ins great pupil, Sir John Tobias Serf^el, K P S This 
great favorite of the Swedes, is lepresented m complete armgur, tv 
cepting the head, which is encircled with laurel, hib right hand holds 
a truncheon pointing downwards the king is gracefully seated on 
the hor<«c (a likencbs of his favorite chdigor), and the aniinil has 
ujiedt spirit The following die the dinun^ious height, from the 
bottom of the pedestal to the tn df the hero’s head, forty feit , 
iioin the bottom of the horse’s feet to the top of the heio’b Jiead, 
iighUen feet, height of the hero, if Btabdilig, fourtten feet ^ 
length of the horse, from the head to the empper, ttnfeit Ihe 
pedestal, which i-^of marble, *aid on blocks of grey polished granite, 
ornamented with raedaiiions of his favorite generals ” Vide Mi 
Cove, Vol 4 p 73 la a note top 70, is a quotation fiom the 
Voyage de dent tranrou^ wherein mention is made of a statue 
of Gustav us’b minister, Oxeiisycm, of nine feet *high, placed under 
the equestrian hero It hws never been cast ' This glanng^ 
bluffihf been since copied by Sir John Carr, who, having seen 
this noble work of art, ought to have avoided n mistake so obvious. 
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Endbsinies th6 Second, in London The king him- 
self furnished the design for the medal struck lu 
memory of Sir Charles Linn^ on one side was 
the bust of that great naturalist I on the obverse, 
a figure of Cybele, m a mournful attitude, sui- 
rounded by attributes of the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdom the inscriptions, “ IJeam 
luctus (mgit ammi — and on the exergue, “ Post 
Obitum, a d January, 1778 Jubente'* 

Gustavus attended the next meeting of the aca- 
demy of sciences , m which the eloquent and grace- 
ful king delivered an impressive oiationm com- 
memoration of the illustrious dead In a speech 
from the throne, addressed to the diet of 1778, he 
lamented the irreparable loss that Sweden had 
recentl;^ sustained yet this same monarch suf- 
fered the Liunaean collection to be purchased by a 
private foieigner, and taken to England* Gustavus 
could have prevented the sale of that invaluable 
and national treasure, if he had pleased, and the 
iirepaiable loss '>u‘' tamed by Sweden, is alone im- 
putable talus neglect, if not to his pai simony and 
mdifterence, as to matters of scientific pursuit 
As soon as he began to reign, Gustavus com- 
menced embellishing his metropolis and if he had 
lived to complete the edifices planned by liiraselt 
and his favorite architect Desprez, he might 
have rendeied Stockholm equal to Petersburg m 
magnificence , and tar superior, as to the classical 
chastity and elegance of the architectuial decora- 
tions but his unfortunate subjects, whose pi opei ty. 
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seized by rapacious tax-gatherers, paid foy all 
these embellishmeats, would have been drained 
of their last dollar , ' and" the laboring peasant^ 
alike destitute of employment and food, have been 
left to perish of lamme Thus botindless was 
the love of magnificence iji a callous, untcchng 
prince, who preferred such costly gratifications 
to the prosperity of his peojdt 

Fifty thousand dollars were expended on a 
tournament held in 1776, at the royal palace at 
Ekolsund * It WAS as maguificent as legal wealth 

^ Ekolsund, or Ekholrnsnnd, as it is somefimes is 
situated about forty-three itules north of Storkholni, on au 
arm of the great lake called Malaren It was for many 
centuries one of the crown estates, and a royal residence 
The palace occasionally inhabited by Gustav us, was never 
finished* Its situation is lAost delightful , and its boun- 
daries, m lakes, forests, and cultivated lands, included 
nearly, or quite, forty ^uare miles Being more than 
commonly pressed for money, Oustaviis sold thib line estate 
to Sir Alexander S********^, from whom it has descended 
to his heir at law, the present owner of that name, resident 
in North Britain 

To the antiquarian this iSf hallowed ground a greater 
number of rude sepulcbyal monuments, called runic stones, 
mostly of a date more remote than the eleventh century, 
being seen here, and at Lislena, than perhaps at any 
other spot in •Sweden Two of those tomb-stones, 
of an unusually large size, and elaborately Wrought, are 
set one on either side of the avenue leading from the 
roa^ toihe palace They are supposed to be ex- 
tremely aneient, and are remarkably well wrought* ^ 
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aadj ext[U]9ite taste could render it In »the 
cbaiacter of a -foreign knigbt, tiustavus affirnied 
•“ That love ts more iiue^ atid more permanent tn the 
heArti of those that hUest 'become subjected to its m~ 
Jlutnce ” ft IS almost superfluous to say, that 
the king was victorious for what courtier would 

The Sir Alexander S*** to whom Gustavus the 
Third alienated this fine estate, was a \ery singular cha- 
laoter, \those life was marked by ‘rtnking vicissitudes 
Ho was by birth a North Briton, and was an elderly man at 
the twne of the revolution of 1772 He acquired an 
ample fortune by commerce m Stockholm , but sudden 
and heavy looses falling upon him, be was ruimd m every 
thing, except his character that was unhunted^ a 

few wealthy merchants subscribed a sum, that enabled 
him to begin the world anew He was so prosperous, 
that he became richer than ever As his ^ears and wealth 
jnereased, he became so cuctremely penurious, as to be- 
grudge himself the commonest necessaries of life He 
was even in the habit of pilfering ^ugar and bmcuits 
from the public coffee-houses he frequented , and perhaps, 
at his death, bis greatest trouble was, that he could not 
take his adored riches with him to another world 

M P Hambr6, Esq a gentleman well-know a in 
Stockholm, was m 1808, owner of the hotel in PauTs- 
gataji (street) that formerly belonged to the states >gene- 
ral of Holland, and was inhabited by tbeir minister at the 
court of Stockholm This gentleman married a relation 
of Sir Alexander and had the management of 

, the estates of Ekoli^und, by whom some of the preceding 
particulars were communicated to the author Mr. Hambr^ 
was distinguished by talents, lemming# and patriotism 
The feudal system# to wfuch ho Was an enomyi preva^jb at 
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dare to snatch the prize from his royal masjer s 
hand'^ But had they been ever so well inclined, it 
IS exceedingly pr jbable he would still have been* 
the \ 1C tor The cclebiated Major Muncke, whose 
name occurs iii the sccict histoiy of the court of 
Denmark,* won the prize in the carousal 

the present day in Sweden, almost in the same degree that 
it did a century since in the Highlands of Scotland 
Mr Hambu rehased the numerous peasantry who lived 
on the lands of Ekolsuud, from personal services, and 
letting the lands on the same kind of leases as in England, 

• left the cultivator master of his time and resources 

The method of cultivating large estates m Sweden is, 
bv letting portions of land to laboring farmeis, giving 
them a certain quantity of seed-corn, and live and dead 
stock, the owner or occupier taking mjeturn, on a limited 
number of days in the jear, the labor of the farmer and 
all his familj, horses, carts, &c A mode that was ob- 
jectionable in many ways, but principally because that 
the vassal w as forced at all times to attend to his master’s 
concerns, to the frequent injury, and even rum of his 
own Another method was to hire siott di angarne^ t e 
victualled servants Those are usually placed m a house 
by themselves , have a stated quantity of provisions given 
them , and a female drudge to cook their food A third 
method is to employ iorparerBj t e villagers, to whom a 
small piece of land, a cow, and a fixed quantity of corn, 
&c IS given, exclusive of a small daily pay Ihe wages 
were low, but with all its defects, this mode secures the 
poor g decent subsistence, and is, theretore, worthy of» 
cojQi>xderatxou at a moment when so large a proportion of 

' ' * Vidtp 39and4d 
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Whilst Gustavus thus indulged his taste for 
excessive splendor , he endeavored to suppress, by 
* sumptuary laws, that spirit ^f|Li\ury, which, in- 
fecting the trading classes, called, as he thought, for 
the piunin’g knife Instead of sef ting the example of 
economy and retienchment, where the vice itself 


the laborers in Great Britain and Ireland ate suffering 
the extreme of want in the midst of surrounding plenty 

Some time bubsoquently, the owner of this \abt estate, 
let the whole of it to a Scotch genlleiuan, named Dundas, 
who came with his vs ife andfainily to settlein thisbeautitul 
but se( Juded spot Mr Dundas was ennobled by Gustavus 
the bonrtb,* Adolphus, in the spring of 1808 soon after 
which, unhappily for his future peace, he lemoved his 
family from i kolsund, uid rctuincd to Scotland 

The system introduced by Mi llambrC at Ekolsund, 
proved injurious to Mr Dundas, \^ho was looked on with 
envy both as a monopoli'-or of land, anU a loreigner 
And the prasm+s being relea^^cd from anmi il s( rvitiule, 
went where the)' pleased to look for work, and he had 
very grt it c* liicultv la piocuring a suiTiderit nninbfr 
laborers, p'lrtK ukirly m '•eed time and U) get la his hay 
and corn har\ ests 

Mr Dundas communicated to the author m iny iiite- 
rc sting pirticulais refepoclmg the vicinity of Lkolsund 
Ihe Malarcn, (the archipelago of Sweden,) extends from 
th( Island of Aland to Arboga , t lul is btudded with 

* To this unfortunate piinrc, the merit is due of Iiaving endea- 
voured to improve the condcion of the peasants , and in all indo- 
sureH of aommon pusUtre heaths^ he compelled theiniloseis fa 
allot a certain poition, for cirr, to each cottage which the 
wealthier propnctois were bound to enable tlic possessor to cuJtiviac 
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had cmginated^ he taught 4he theory of econcfmy, 
and perse>rered in^the practice of all his fornier 
profusion * He m^jaduced a national dress for each* 
of the four ordeis of the The court ladies 

in the new costume, were laughed at and lam- 
pooned the Countess Hopken, one of the most 
beautiful and elegant women m Sweden, tompaied 

innumerable islanrh, mostly covered with ever-greens, 
continually presenting objects leally picturesque Mr 
D’s opinion was, that the water had foimerly flowed much 
higher than at present lie said that m rocks that are 
now clad with trees, and some distance from the M dar, 
there have been found vast and massive iron stajiles and 
rings inserted, that appeared as if meant to serve as 
moorings to vessels He also mentioned se cral (jlin- 
drical holes, excavated by the ancient inhabitants in the 
granite rocks , for which no specific use could be conjec- 
tured, except for grinding Corn, beloie mills w ere invented 
The following anecdotes were related to the author, 
relative to Gustav us the Third and Lkolsuad, vi/ — 

“ As the king was giving directions to a favorite 
gardener, his majesty complconed of the flowers being 
plucked and the grass plots tumbled, saying, ‘ You 
should keep the lacqueys and kitchen girls out of this 
garden, as they, I suppose, are the offenders " — ‘ Pardou 
me, gracious king,’ said the gardener, ‘ those are not 
the guilty perilous as I am able to keep Lhtm aw ay 
myself ’ Suspecting the truth, with a smile of good nature 
beaming on his expressive features, Qustnvus said--- 
* WeU, if you think so, pray tell roe whom do you suspect ’’ , 
— ‘ Your own gay courtiers, my king it is the gallant 
knights nnd fair ladies, who are so fond of this retired 


* It was partially in use in 1B08 
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theri, docked in red ribbons and rod tnmaungs, 
to Imihd lobden ** This adciir^j^fm^bed Gustavu» 
Svith employment for two pr Jth^e year? » which 
he might have accomplished m as many months, 
if he had begun by introducing retrenchment and 
economy into his own court 

At this period the citizens of Stockholm, 
as they took then breakfasts, frequently la- 
mented the extravagant habits of their king, 
and foieboded bankruptcy and insurrection as 
the ultimate lesult About noon, a royal page 
arrived with tickets, inviting the grumbling 
husbands, and then wives and daughters, to be 
present at some new and superb spectacle In 
an instant, the females, all m extacy, lauded the 
tine spnit of their gallant and accomplished king! 
they must, to be sui c, appear like somebody on 

spot, and as long as yoap niajeistj’s court remains here, 
the roses will be plucked, and the grass too much pressed ’ 
At the time of this Icstival, the queen, the duchess, 
and a number of the nobility, were in tht drawingroom, 
standing near the windows, when a huge elk, his lofty 
antlers borne high above the water, was seen swimming 
across the lake The queen asked what it was, and some 
one said an elk, that had been hunted When the young 
duf hess, with a playful smile, said, “ OA, m ' your majesty, 
%l ts no elk, — tt « Admiral — — < — , bathing ' — It may 
not, perhaps, be necessary to add, that the admiral al- 
luded to, was generally cotisidered as a notorious comuto 


• V idt Ckaraeterg and Anecdotes of the Court of Siteden 
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such an occasion Thus was extiavagancejiand 
dissipation introduced into the bosom of piivate 
families, to the tj^ta^ exclusion of that frugality bo 
strongly lecommended Gustaviis knew the cha- 
racter of every person of any note in Stockholm , 
he studied that of then wives and daughters , and 
artfully paid particular attention to those females 
whose husbands and fathers were most averse to 
his eiratic career by which means, if he caused 
domestic dissension, he paitially neutralised 
public discontent, having a great majority of the 
ladies always on his side ' Such was the influ- 
ence of his graceful demeanor, insinuating ad- 
dress, and almost magic eloquence, that it is not 
at all singular he should in a niannei fascinate 
every person whose good will he was deaious of 
attaining . 

His ardent mind and fertile genius acted as 
a perpetual iin|etus to things that weic new, 
gland, and out of the common track thence 
resulted a constant succession of magnificent ft tes, , 
spectacles, ballets, tournaments, and national 
operas of the most splendid and imposing kind, 
t|ie latter not unfrequently of his own composition 

It was really a calamity to mankind that this 
wonderful man was born the next heir to a throne 
Had his station been less elevated, and his edu- 
cation equally good, — and if he had cultivated 
his genius with equal assiduity, — he might have 
formed a human prodigy, in gemus, acquirements, 

» and morals, equal to the admirable Crichton ' 
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B m the character and fate of this monarch, 
the well-known maxims are strongly exemplified, 
that an exalted station is nor*^niiicant of hap- 
piness, nor always calculated t6 win the esteem 
of surrounihiig attendants , whilst, if the same in- 
dividual had been born in a lower rank, all had 
been successful about him, and pleasant within 
him 
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